FORM B - BUILDING Area Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISISON
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108

'seading
Nt~ 115 Prescott Stgcet
NamgrEdv/iiv Eassett/ House
ginal dwelling
:sent dwelling

p: Pn Private individual
Private organization

Public

Lginal owner 5]dv.an Bassett

cross streets and other buildings Date 1850
or geographical features.
I ndicate north. Source Concemiing the Past

Greek Revival
tect
ior wall fabric clapboards

ildings garage

alterations (with dates) Queen Anne
eporch on SQ-uth facade and small

one on east facadei and

probably the bay v/indov/.
Moved titO Date

Approx. acreage 10.805 sn. ft.

Recorded by Arnbi tPptiiT-a-| R+""P¥YPTMphd or.  Setting Faces savth nn v-rpc.rnt.t
Associates
Organization Reading Historical Comm. flat lot close to street.

Date_Novg|"4$f00 _

Date N[N
(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This 3-'bay, Greek Revival house has a full pediment in its gable, a feature
not frequently found in Reading. The door surroimd features flat pilasters}
a wide cornice board, or frieze, wraps around the house.

This house displays the tall, central chimney and 6/6 v/indov/s found in the
Greek Revival period.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
N and how the building relates to the development of the community)

prescott Street was laid out from Summe to V/ashington Streets in 1845,
after the opening of rail commuter connections to Boston,by Edv/ard Appleton
over the northv/est section of the Saton-Prescott farm. This farm once
covered 100 acres and boasted in the 19th century a cider mill.

Edv;in Bassett bought this plot in May 1850, and built this house soon

after. It was in a second-floor room in this house that the first MacKay sewing
machine in Reading was installed. The machine mechanically attached shoe
uppers to the soles, revolutionizing shoe production in Reading

by turning it from hand-cottage to mechanical-factory manufacturing. ,
Bassett made infant and children's shoes, v/hich were a specialty of Reading.
He built his house next to that of Gilman C. Coggin, another shoe manufac-

turer, and across the street from that of his wife's sister, Mrs. Thomas
Prescott.

BIBLIOGRAFRHY and/or REFERENCES

1854 map- E. Bassett (Edwin)
1875 map- S. Bassett
1889 map- E. Bassett

v.'adlin. Concerning the Past, Chapter LXVIII
Eaton, G??iealorical History, p. 534-535
Bishop, Rooftrees , Chapter 24. 20M-2/80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

CcHranunity: Form No:
MASSACHUZETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON neadin- 2.12.'A
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name ppescott St.

Indicate each item on inventory foim vrtiidi is being continued below.

This property is significant (lI) for the role it played in the
Peacin.-- shoemakin- industry; (2) for its connection with innovative
Ehoenal'-er Edv/in Passett; and (3) as an exc'riple of a Greel: Revival

house uT”~dated with, a Oueen /mne porch. It retains inteprity of desipn,
location, settinp, riaterials, and feelinp; and neets Criteria A, 3, and
C of the I'ational Pepister.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Focm 10-90»a OMB No. 1024-0018
e«a) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the Interior

National Park Service For NPS me oily
National Register of Historic Places VWA AN
Inventory—Nomination Form 023505150
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area
State MASSACHUSETTS
Nomination/Type of Review DeterminecL.  £ligi?£irANCANTIA

yZ* M 11. Pratt, Joseph L., House “MstaniET" g '"MJJK eeper Noov LA N IYH>( ZIT:

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION N ' v
12. Bancroft, Joseph, House Entored I nt he -N TCeeper ["?2yLAM «-. . --y*n™r. t. . "M r |
National Begi ster
At test
13. Bancroft, Sanuel, House ,Q jr;! 'A
At test

14. Bancroft, Wendell, House Ent6re3 | n tEa ["Steeper (1dN~"A1ML<-/SH<K'ANANQ~|-o
National Register

Attest
15. Bassett, Edwin, House iiacur®l 1 ' tlid jf~eper ANTACA'-L.4.-o'-/Sych 7Y9-i.i/
National Eeg-lster
Attest
16. Batchelder, Alden, House Entered in the -J-*Kteper ANYY-UNN NN * NI rAt/z>
National Register
Attest
17. Batchelder, George, House gEntwea In itEa /deeper (P(UAUMYA A
Jitlonal  Hiemjister '
Attest
18. Batchelder House *SrfSvgt  '"“Es Zwfeeper AN jINAANNLAANNS[N]]]
Attest
19. Batchel der, Nat hani el , House "MAANMVVA "epev t:?{LLA, Yy A Y
B. I\Bt r NANNNNN
2Q Battell House EnteredInthe j N eeper [PALALA. AJAN 0 A9
Nat i @ned| RBgosisérer o~

Attest
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Bassett, Edwin, House (Reading MRA)

Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. JUILN 4 1984

Fed. Reg. Date: ANACAYSH
Date Due: /A \a 7-19
Action: j=:rACCEPT _

CH resubmission RETURN.

* nomination by person or local government nati onal Hegi atir REJECT_

O owner objection Federal Agency:

« appeal |

Substantive Review: CD sample * request * appeal im NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, see continuation slieet

.technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation In Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered * original site
mi good LD ruins altered moved date.
o fair [HI unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity

« alterations/integrity
e dates

I Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

im completeness

n clarity

[Z] applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource
CD context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Vert)al boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone.:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



