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Otterbein Church is a two-story brick Georgian structure, 

built in 1785-86 by Jacob Small, Sr., a local carpenter. The 
design for the building is also attributed to Small.

The peaked roof is topped on the west gable by a 
square tower with octagonal cupola-on-cupola, reminiscent 
of the style of Christopher Wren.

The entrance, in the second (w) of five bays, is covered 
by a pedimented vestibule. A double door, panelled, has 
leaded stained glass sidelights and an arched transom.

The windows on each floor have semi-circular arches 
with radiating muntins and twenty-two over fifteen sash. 
Much of the original glass still remains. Between floor 
levels there is a white limestone belt course. A wooden 
cornice with modillions encircles the building forming pedi­ 
ments on the gables.

A major remodeling in 1839 created a projection with 
hipped roof in the east wall which houses the pulpit and 
marks the aspe. These renovations also resulted in the re­ 
moval of the interior balconies.

The nails throughout the building were hand-made. The 
bells, cast in Germany, and installed in 1789, are still used.

The Otterbein Church is located within a large Urban 
Renewal area which surrounds the Baltimore harbor. This will 

result in the removal of the commercial structures which now 
surround it and the creation of parks and new dwelling places. 
Accordingly, the church has long-range plans for restoring 
the building and grounds to their former beauty.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Otterbein Cnurch is the only eighteenth-century 
church building of any denomination in continuous use 
which remains in Baltimore. It was built in 1785-1786 
by Jacob Smail, Sr., for a congregation of Germans who, 
under the leadership of Pastor Phillip Wilhelm Otterbein, 
had separated from the Lutheran Church.

Here, in 1789, the first Conference of United Brethren 
preachers was held, resulting in the official organization 
of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, and in 
the election of Pastor Otterbein as a bishop of the new 
church.

Otterbein»s grave, in the churchyard, is marked by 
a monument, erected in 1913, one hundred years following 
his death.
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