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Town Somerviiie MRA 

Address 458 Broadway 

Historic Name Adams-Magoun House 

Kioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

iy 

Sketch Blap: Draw map shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
betweoi inventoried property and nearest 
intersecticxi (s), 
Indicate north 

Use: Presait residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1783 

Source Town Histories 

Style Federal 

Architect unicnown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See Attached Assessor's Map 
Condition excellent condition 

Moved no Date n/a 

.. . Acreage Less than one acre. 

Setting The Adams-Magoun House is set on a 

low rise overlooking a major thoroughfare in 

the Winter H i l l Section of Somerviiie. 

Z S N 
OTM'REFEREMCE 19 - 327/O/j-O - ^^695/6^0 

USGS QUADRANGLE Eoston Nor th 

SCALE 1 :25,000 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Crganizaticn Massachusetts Historical Comm. 

Date May 1986 



NATICftWL REGISTER CRITSIIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Adams-Magoun House, the best-preserved of Somerville's 18th century 
residences, retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, and 
association. The house, once the seat of the 91-acre farm, meets Criterion A 
for its associations with Somerville's agricultural past, and Criterion C as 
an intact vernacular example of the transition from the Georgian to the 
Federal style. Both Criteria of the National Register of Historic Places are 
fulfilled on the local level. 

ARCHIIECniRAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

The Adams-Magoun House is one of the four oldest structures in Somerviiie; of 
these, it is the only one remaining in an excellent state of preservation. 
Built ca. 1783, the Adams-Magoun House is an early example of the Federal 
Style, and it was built according to the Georgian four-room, center-hall 
plan. Typical late-18th and early'19th century houses in this vicinity were 
rural in character, and not high-styled. The 2 1/2 story gable roof house is 
sited with its gable end to the street. The five-bay facade contains a 
central pedimented entranced with five-part leaded fanlight. The cornice 
rests on the lintels of the windows of the upper story. The gable roof has 
very wide eaves; there are two interior brick chimneys on the rear slope. 

HISTCHICAL SIorEFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

The Adams-Magoun House was built ca. 1783 by Joseph Adams, a member of the 
same Adams family as the second and fifth U.S. Presidents. Adams married Sarh 
Tufts, the daughter of Peter and Anne Tufts who also lived on Broadway. 
Joseph and Sarah Adams had a daughter, Sarah Anne, who married John C. Magoun, 
for whom Magoun Square is named. The 71-acre Adams farm extended from the 
Broadway to the Boston and Maine railroad, between Central and Lowell Streets. 

The Adams-Magoun House is the last eighteenth century house to survive on the 
entire length of Broadway. This street, once known as the "Road to Menotomy," 
had numerous buildings during the late-17th and earlylSth centuries 
(particularly at the eastern end near Charlestown Neck). Some development, 
primarily scattered farmhouses, occured at the western end in the 18th century. 
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