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AREA FOM NO

Wnter H 1 119

Town Sonerviiie NRA
Address 458 Broadway

Historic Nane Adans- Magoun House

Use: Presait resi dence
Original resi dence

CESCR PT1I ON

Date 1783

Source  Town Histories
Style Feder al
Architect uni cnown

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Qut bui I di ngs none

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition excellent condition

Mved no Dat e n/ a

Acreage Less than one acre.
Setting The Adans- Magoun House i s set on a
low rise overlooking a major thoroughfarei n

the Wnter Hill Section of Somerviiie.

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg
Crgani zaticn Mssachusetts Historical Conm
Date My 1986



NATICRWL REGISTER CRITSIIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The AdamsMagoun Houss, the best-preserved of Somervilles 18h century
residences, retains integrity of location, desgn, materials, workmanship, ad
association. The house, once the seat of the 9l-acre farm, meds Criterion A
for its associations with Somervillés agricultural past, and Criterion C as
an intact vernacular example of the transition from the Georgian to the

Federal style. Bah Criteria of the National Regiser of Historic Places are
fulfilled o the local level.

ARCHIIECNRAL SGNIFCANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the comnunity.

The AdarsMeagon Hause is ane of the four oldest structures in Somerviiie; of
these, it is the only ane remaining in an excellent state of preservation.
Built ca. 1783, the AdamnsMeagun Hause is an early example of the Federal
Style, ad it was built accordin? to the Georgan four-room, center-hall
plan. Typical late-18th and early'19th century houses in this vicinity were
rural in character, and na high-styled. The 2 1/2 story le roof house is
sited with its gable ad to the street. Thefive-bay f e contains a
central pedimented entranced with five-part leaded fanlight. The cornice
rests an the lintels of the windoas of the uppa story. The gable roof has
very wide eaves, there are o interior brick chimneys an the rear dope.

HISTCHICAL SorEFICANCE Explain the role owvnea's played in local or state history and howv the
building relates to the devdopment of the comnunity.

The AdamsMagon Hause wes built ca. 1783 by Josgph Adams a menba of the
same Adans family as the ssoond ad fifth U.S. Presdents. Adars married Sarh
Tufts, the daughter of Peter and Ame Tufts who also lived an Broedway.
Josph ad Sarah Adars hed a daughter, Sarah Anne who married John C. Magoun,
for won Magun Square is naned. The 71-acre Adans farm extended from the
Braedway to the Bodon and Mane railroad, beawean Central and Lowdl Streets.

The AdarsMagon Hause is the last eighteenth century house to survive an the
entire length of Broedway. This street, once knoan as the "Rced to Menaamy;'
had numeaus buildings during the late-17th and earlylSth centuries
(particularly at the eastern exd near Charlesown Neck). Sime devdopmant,
primarily scattered farmhouses occured at the wetern exd in the 18h century.

Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES

Samuds E. Somerviiie Past ad Present, 198L
Somerviiie Historical Society - phatogragph collection
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