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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on the north side of Main Street r Vermont Route 140, approximately
one-eighth of a mile west of, the intersection of Vermont Routes 140 and 
30 and one-quarter of a mile east of the intersection of Vermont Routes 
140 and 22A, the former Poultney Central School sits approximately two 
hundred and fifty feet back from the road on level grade. The school is 
oriented toward the road with its front (south) elevation facing the road.

The school is a rectangular, two-story building with a slate-covered hip 
roof. The building measures approximately 72 by 52 feet across the 
north and south, and the east and west elevations respectively. A 2-story f 
hip-roofed entrance and stair pavilion measuring approximately 36 feet 
across projects 13 feet from the center of the south (front) elevation. 
Another 2-story, hip-roofed pavilion measuring approximately 28 feet across 
projects approximately 12 feet from the center of the north (rear) ele 
vation. The rear pavilion appears to be a later addition of undocumented 
date.

The foundation is of slate construction laid random covered with a 
disintegrating cement veneer. The walls are of wood_J:rame ^o^sj:_ructj.on 
covered,wjjih^a^brick veneer laid in running bond. The walls are separated 
from the foundation by a~water table of polished slate. The roof is also 
of wood frame construction.

With the exception of the rear pavilion, the brick walls of the building 
are symmetrically divided into two-story recessed wall panels by corner 
and intermediate brick pilasters. The top of each panel 'is defined by a 
continuous brick frieze while the bottom of each panel is defined by the 
polished slate water table.

The south (front) elevation is divided into five panels, one on either 
side of the projecting pavilion and three across the front of the pavilion. 
The side elevations of the pavilion are each a single panel. Each of the 
panels on either side of the pavilion frames two windows on both the 
first and second floors. The outside panels on the front of the pavilion 
each frame one window on each floor. The center panel frames a round- 
arched entrance with double doors and a fanlight on the first floor and 
a round-arched window opening with a pair of round-arched, two-over-two, 
double-hung sash windows on the second. The window is similar in scale 
to the entrance and projects through the brick frieze which is arched to 
accommodate it.

The east and west (side) elevations are each divided into three panels. 
Each of the outside panels frames three close-set windows on both the 
first and second floors. (There are only two windows on the first floor 
of the west elevation's left outside panel as you face the elevation.) 
The center panels are slightly wider than the outside panels and frame 
two widely-spaced windows on each floor.

Continued on Continuation Sheet 7-1
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The north (rear) elevation originally was divided into five panels, each 
panel framing one window on both the first and second floors. (There 
are two windows on the first floor of the north elevation's right 
outside panel as you face the elevation.) The rear pavilion presently 
covers the center panel and part of the panels on either side from the 
edge of the window openings.

The rear pavilion has one small window centered on each floor of the 
pavilion's side elevations and an entrance with a single door and a 
transom light centered on each floor of the rear elevation. The four 
small windows on the side elevations appear to be later additions and the 
rear entrance on the first floor was originally a window. A brick water 
table covered with a cement veneer continues the line of the polished 
slate water table on the main building. A wood frame covered fire stair 
attached to the rear elevation gives access to the second floor entrance.

All of the fenestration is detailed with polished slate sills and 
arched lintels with radiating brick voussoirs. The fenestration on the 
front (south) elevation is differentiated from the rest by polished 
slate keystones and impost blocks. The front entrance also has polished 
slate jamb bases. All of the first floor window lintels and the second 
floor window lintels on the east and west (side) elevations are 
segmental arches. The second floor window lintels on the north (rear) 
and south (front) elevations are round arches. All of the windows are 
arched, 6/6, double hung sash.

The ridge of the main hip roof runs east and west, parallel with the 
north and south elevations and terminates on each end in a hip gable. 
The gables are covered with beaded, tongue-and-groove sheathing with 
plain fascia and soffets. Directly below both hip gables, another 
gable interrupts the plane of the roof and projects out over the east 
and west elevations directly above the center wall panels. Each of these 
projecting gables visually supports a large brick chimney stack with a 
slate-covered gable roof. These gables are also covered with beaded, 
tongue-and-groove sheathing and are decorated with a radiating sunburst 
of applied components. The fascia are incised with decorative vertical 
bands and circles.

The ridge of the hip roof on the south pavilion runs perpendicular to 
the main ridge and also terminates in a hip gable. The gable supports 
a square, wood frame, louvered bell cupola with a slate-covered pyramid 
roof. The cupola sits on a slate-covered base which flares out into the 
plane of the gable roof. A decorative band of applied blocks separates 
the cupola

Continued on Continuation Sheet 7-2
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from the base. The gable is covered with beaded, tongue-and-groove 
sheathing and punctured by a round window surrounded by vertical, 
rectangular panels. The fascia are incised with decorative vertical 
bands and circles.

Directly below this gable, another gable interrupts the plane of the 
roof and projects out over the front elevation of the pavilion directly 
above the center wall panel. The gable is decorated with an incised 
and applied flower motif.

The wood cornice of the hip roof overhangs the brick walls approximately 
2 1/2 feet. The cornice is continuous around the main building and 
the projecting pavilions and is supported by large scaled, wood, roof 
brackets, one above each wall pilaster. The brackets extend down below 
the line of the brick frieze and are elaborately constructed out of 
numerous built-up components. Between the brackets, the brick frieze 
is partially covered with wood panels and a band of applied circles.

In plan, the first and second floors of the school are identical. Two 
large, approximately square rooms flank either side of a wide center 
hall which opens directly off of the south entrance and stair pavilion. 
A winding flight of stairs rises on either side of the entrance in the 
south pavilion. The stair railings and the wainscotting are narrow, 
beaded, tongue-and-groove. The ceiling in each of the rooms is supported 
by a slender, cast iron, Corinthian column located directly in the 
center of the room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former Poultney Central School is significant as an excellent example 
of vernacular HMh^VictrJ^aji^JJLall^LrLai^-^stle architecture. The school is
one of the prominent architectural landmarks in the architecturally rich 
village of Poultney,

The school was erected in 1885 and was built by Ashley Wilson, a local- 
carpenter. Who the architect was, if indeed there ever wais one, is not 
documented. The cost of the building was $8,514.80. The furnishings 
cost an additional $781.34.

Set back behind a broad expanse of lawn and parking lot f the site offers 
one of the only park areas along the length of J-5ain Street. The Poultney 
Bicentennial Committee is promoting adaptive reuse of the building as a 
community center and slate museum. The Poultnev School Board is considering

r restoring the building for continued use as an additional high school
facility. National Register status will be instrumental ,, in , encouraging the

^-implementation of any potential preservation project.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Poultney Central School is significant as an excellent example of vernacular 
architecture. The building is one of the prominent architectural landmarks in 
the architecturally rich village of Poultney.

The school was erected in 1885 and was built by Ashley Wilson, a local carpenter 
for $8,514.80; the furnishings were an additional $781.34. The building derives 
its interesting combination and arrangement of stylistic details from the fact 
that a carpenter, not an architect, constructed it. The massing and surfaces of 
the body of the structure are quite simple. The round - and segmentally - arched 
.windows are a late use of window styles popular nearly two decades earlier. How 
ever, the carpenter's skill is revealed in the intricate wood trim of the bracketed 
and panelled frieze and in the gables of the front elevation of the building, dec 
orative elements in the currently popular Eastlakian style.

Set back behind a broad expanse of lawn and parking lot, the site offers one of 
the only park areas along the length of Main Street. The Poultney Bicentennial 
Committee is promoting adaptive reuse of the building as a community center and 
slate museum. The Poultney School Board is considering restoring the building 
for continued use as an additional high school facility. National Register 
status will be instrumental in encouraging the implementation, of any potential 
preservation project.
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