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#7: 
ordered from China by Robert Morris, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
was rediscovered by Sleeper and i s now one of Beauport's g l o r i e s . 

Many rooms at Beauport contain s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements of pre-Revolutionary 
o r i g i n moved from New England sites and incorporated i n the structure. The o r i g i n a l 
three-room core of the house contains paneling from the 1728 Choate House i n Essex, 
Massachusetts; a pedimented doorway from Providence i s i n the North Gallery; 
dark wooden paneling from a 1673 house i n Linebrook Parish (Ipswich, Massachusetts) 
covers the wal l i n the Jacobean room; and the Pine Kitchen, "Sleeper's fav o r i t e 
room," uses the doors from his ancestors' house i n Pembroke, Massachusetts, as 
paneling, as wel l as preserving i t s c e i l i n g beams and chimney. The f l o o r boards 
i n t h i s room were salvaged from the Dillaway House i n Boston's North End when that 
building was demolished i n 1917. 

For the most part, the walls and backgrounds of the rooms are of dark or neutral 
color, with brighter colors used i n the accessories. Color and l i g h t i n g create 
specific moods i n each room; i l l u s i o n and the element of surprise are ever-present. 
A sense of drama prevails, making the i n t e r i o r arrangement of rooms seem l i k e a 
series of stage sets. 

I t can be said of Beauport that i t s collections contain the very soul of the house. 
Henry Sleeper's pleasure i n accumulating and then arranging his wide variety of 
antiques, both the u t i l i t a r i a n and the purely decorative, i s evident i n the unusual 
and often amusing juxtapositions he created. And i n the end, i t i s these care­
f u l l y chosen furnishings which embody Sleeper's inte n t i o n that Beauport record 
the s p i r i t of l i f e i n early America through the means of i n t e r i o r design. 

A p a r t i a l l i s t i n g of some of the outstanding collections follows: European and 
Chinese Export porcelain; period f u r n i t u r e ; clocks; flags; ceramics; glass; heating 
stoves; hooked rugs; l i g h t i n g devices; pewter; plaster medallions; q u i l l work; 
scrimshaw; shipcarving; silhouettes; t e x t i l e s ; t i n and t o l e ware; to o l s ; toys; 
wa l l coverings; wood carvings; wooden ware; wrought i r o n . 

Other buildings on the property include a garage and a shingled gatehouse with a 
cupola and Federal-era d e t a i l connected to one another by a brick w a l l , marking each 
corner of the street side or southeastern boundary of the o r i g i n a l property. A 
brightly-painted sheet-iron Indian, once a weathervane, points to the gatehouse 
door. A t o o l shed i s situated to the southwest of the garage. These three 
buildings, the gatehouse, garage, and t o o l shed, were a l l constructed under Sleeper's 
d i r e c t i o n . I n 1956 the Society added a fourth structure, a four-room caretaker's 
cottage, located to the immediate northwest of the garage. A sapling fence runs 
along the southwestern side of the yard and a high stone wall follows the north­
eastern boundary. Across the street i s a parcel of undeveloped land that Sleeper 
acquired i n 1929, presently lawn and a small wood. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Beauport comprises an important early c o l l e c t i o n of American and European antiques 
housed wi t h i n a unique a r c h i t e c t t i r a l s e t t i n g . Created over the f i r s t three decades 
of the 20th century, the property represents one of the e a r l i e s t attempts i n America 
to rescue a r c h i t e c t u r a l fragments and i n s t a l l them i n new surroundings. I t played a 
key role i n the establishment of the Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur Museum and 
of the American Wing of the Metropolitan Museum. Owner-architect Henry Davis Sleeper 
has been recognized as a genius of American i n t e r i o r design and his influence on 
taste i s f e l t even today. Beauport became his design showcase and Sleeper enjoyed 
using i t as a summer center f o r his rather Bohemian social set, which included nu­
merous celebrated personages. At the outbreak of war i n France i n 1914, Sleeper 
and his Eastern Point neighbor and f r i e n d , A. P i a t t Andrew, organized, then staffed 
and supplied the American Field Service, an ambulance corps working behind French 
f r o n t l i n e s . For t h i s work Sleeper was awarded the ribbon of the Legion of Honor 
by the French government. 

Early i n 1907 Sleeper purchased land and began to erect a small cottage on foundations 
blasted out of a ledge overlooking Gloucester Harbor. At f i r s t he called the place 
" L i t t l e Beauport," f o r the harbor i t s e l f had been termed " l e Beau Port" by Samuel 
de Champlain when he charted i t i n 1606. Later that summer Sleeper acquired wood­
work, windows and f u r n i t u r e from the about-to-be demolished Choate House, b u i l t i n 
1728 by William Cogswell i n the nearby v i l l a g e of Essex. These materials were moved 
to Gloucester and i n s t a l l e d i n the new cottage, creating Cogswell H a l l , the Central 
Hall and the Green Dining Room from the paneling. Thus began the imaginative scheme 
that Sleeper expanded over the next 25 years. 

Construction on Beauport continued apace and by 1909 the house had 26 rooms. I n 1911 
he purchased a narrow s t r i p of land abutting the property to the northeast, enabling 
him to add on the "Golden Step" Room, the Pine Kitchen and the Benjamin Franklin Room, 
among others. Upon his return home from Europe i n 1919 he quickly established a 
reputation as a respected i n t e r i o r decorator. His commissions included neighboring 
houses on Eastern Point. 

His work also took him to Newport, Rhode Island, and as far west as Hollywood, 
Ca l i f o r n i a , where he spent a great deal of time near the end of his l i f e as a fav o r i t e 
designer of the filmmaking colony. This occupation provided him with revenue needed 
for new additions and antique furnishings f o r Beauport. 

During the 1920's and 1930's the house and i t s contents were we l l publicized by 
a r t i c l e s i n magazines such as Country L i f e , 'Ehe Architect, and House Beautiful. 
Popular enthusiasm f o r America's "Colonial" past ran high at t h i s time; however, 

(continued) 
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#8: 
Sleeper, through Beauport, was able to evince a more scholarly i n t e r e s t i n early 
decorative a r t s . After seeing the house, Henry Francis du Pont was inspired t o 
bu i l d "an American house" at Southampton, Long Island, the predecessor to Winterthur. 
While planning the American Wing, experts from the Metropolitan Museum spent several 
weeks at Beauport. 

Only a few documents r e l a t i n g to Beauport's construction have survived and l i t t l e 
i s known today about Henry Davis Sleeper himself. He was born about 1873 to a 
wealthy Boston family. His grandfather, Jacob Sleeper, was a founder of Boston 
U i i v e r s i t y , and his father was Major J. Henry Sleeper, Commander of "Sleeper's 
Battery" of C i v i l War fame. Young Henry studied architecture at 1'Ecole des Beaux 
Arts i n Paris during the 1890's, but returned to Boston to enter a career i n pub­
l i s h i n g . Beauport intervened and he was able to begin a new career by combining his 
arch i t e c t u r a l t r a i n i n g with his special t a l e n t f o r i n t e r i o r composition. 

« 
Sleeper thought of Beauport as a showplace i n which to receive such i l l u s t r i o u s 
v i s i t o r s as King Gustave of Sweden, Eleanor Roosevelt, Isabella Stewart Gardner of 
Boston, and a whole array of l i t e r a r y , a r t i s t i c and theatre personalities. Helen 
Hayes, Ethel Barrymore, Stephen Vincent Benet, F. Scott Fitzgerald were a l l enter­
tained here. In addition. Sleeper i n v i t e d the renouned i n t e r i o r decorators of the 
day, such as Elsie de Wolfe, Dorothy Draper, Hobe Erwin and others. 

After Sleeper's death i n 1934, the house and i t s collections were kept together by 
v i r t u e of i t s purchase as an e n t i t y by Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. F. McCann. Mrs. 
McCann proved to be a sympathetic owner who understood and shared Sleeper's visio n 
f o r Beauport. In June, 1942, i n accordance with Mrs. McCann's wishes, her children 
presented Beauport to the Society f o r the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s . 

1 
Joseph Downs, American Furni ture , Queen Anne and Chippendale Periods, New York 

1952, p . V. 
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Beauport museum , 

the street'side or southeastern and shared Sleeper's vision for 
. boundary of the original property. A Beauport. In June, 1942, in ac-
brightly painted sheet-iron Indian, cordance with Mrs. McCann's wishes, 
once a weathervane, points to the , her ichildren presented Beauport to 
gatehouse door " the Society for the PreservaUon of , 

After Sleeper's death in 1934,- the New England AnUquities. 
house and its coUecUons were kept Beauport may be the only home in 
tocether by virtue of its purchase as America .to grow from an original , 
an entity by Mr. and Mrs. Charies E. three-room , summer cottage to a • 
F McCann Mrs. McCann understood dwelling containing nearly 50 rooms. 
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