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ordered from China by Robert Morris, a signer of theDeclaration of Independence,
was rediscovered by Sleeper and i snow one of Beauport's glories.

Many roons at Beauport contain significant architectural elements of pre-Revolutionary
origin noved from New Engl and sites and incorporated i nthestructure. The original
three-room core of t hehouse contains paneling fromthe 1728 Choate House i nEssex,
Massachusetts; a pedimented doorway from Providence i si nthe North Gallery;

dark wooden paneling from a 1673 house i nLinebrook Parish (Ipswich, Massachusetts)
covers thewall i ntheJacobean room andthePine Kitchen, "Sleeper's favorite

room" uses t hedoors from his ancestors' house i nPenbroke, Massachusetts, as
paneling, as well as preserving i tsceiling beans and chimey. The floor boards

in this roomwere salvaged from theDillaway House i nBoston's North End when that
building was demolished i n 1917.

For thenost part, thewalls and backgrounds of t heroons are of dark or neutral
color, with brighter colors used i ntheaccessories. Color and lighting create
specific noods i neach room illusion and t heelenment of surprise are ever-present.
A sense of dranma prevails, making theinterior arrangement of roons seemlike a
series of stage sets.

It can be said of Beauport that itscollections contain thevery soul of t hehouse.
Henry Sleeper's pleasure i naccumulating and then arranging his wide variety of
antiques, both theutilitarian and thepurely decorative, i sevident i nt heunusual
and often anusing juxtapositions he created. And i ntheend, i ti sthese care-
fully chosen furnishingswhich enbody Sleeper's intention that Beauport record

the spirit of life i nearly America through t henmeans of interior design.

A partial listing of sone of theoutstanding collections follows: European and
Chinese Export porcelain; period furniture; clocks; flags; ceramcs; glass; heating
stoves; hooked rugs; lighting devices; pewter; plaster medallions; quill work;

scrimshaw, shipcarving; silhouettes; textiles; tinandtole ware; tools; toys;
wal | coverings; wood carvings; wooden ware; wrought iron.

Ot her buildings on theproperty include a garage and a shingled gatehouse with a
cupola and Federal -era detail connected t oone another by a brick wall, marking each
corner of thestreet side or southeastern boundary of t heoriginal property. A
brightly-painted sheet-iron Indian, once a weathervane, points t ot he gatehouse
door. A tool shed i ssituated tot hesouthwest of thegarage. These three

buil dings, t hegatehouse, garage, and tool shed, were al | constructed under Sleeper's
direction. 1 n21956the Society added a fourth structure, a four-room caretaker's
cottage, located t ot heimmediate northwest of t hegarage. A sapling fence runs
along t hesouthwestern side of theyard and a high stone wall follows the north-
eastern boundary. Across thestreet i sa parcel of undevel oped |and that Sleeper
acquired i n1929, presently lawn and a smal | wood.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Beauport conprises animportant early collection of Ameri can and European antiques
housed within a unique architecttiral setting. Created over thefirst three decades
of the20th century, theproperty represents one of theearliest attempts in America
to rescue architectural fragments andinstall themin newsurroundings. | tplayed a
key role i ntheestablishment of the Henry Francis du Pont W nterthur Miseum and

of the American Wng of t heMetropolitan Miseum Owner-architect Henry Davis Sleeper
has been recognized as a genius of Anerican interior design andhis influenceon
taste i sfelt even today. Beauport became his design showcase and Sl eeper enjoyed
using i tas a summer center for his rather Bohenmi an social set, which includednu-
merous cel ebrated personages. At theoutbreak of war i nFrance i n1914, Sl|eeper

and his Eastern Point neighbor andfriend, A Piatt Andrew, organized, then staffed
and supplied the American Field Service, an anbul ance corps working behind French
front lines. Forthis work Sleeper was awarded t heribbon of t helegion of Honor

by t heFrench governnent.

Early i n 1907 Sl eeper purchased land andbegan t oerect a small cottage on foundations
blasted out of a ledge overlooking G oucester Harbor. At first hecalled the place
"Little Beauport," for theharbor itself hadbeen termed "I e Beau Port" by Sanuel

de Chanplain when he charted i ti n1606. Later that summer Sleeper acquired wood-
wor k, windows and furniture from the about-to-be denolished Choate House, builti n
1728 by Wl liam Cogswell i n thenearby village of Essex. These materials were noved
to Gloucester andinstalled i nthenewcottage, creating Cogswell Hall, theCentral
Hall andt he Geen Dining Roomfrom the paneling. Thus began t heimginative schene
that Sleeper expanded over t henext 25 years.

Construction on Beauport continued apace and by 1909t he house had 26 roonms. | n 1911
he purchased a narrow strip of land abuttingtheproperty tothenortheast, enabling
him t oadd onthe "Gol den Step" Roonm t hePine Kitchen andt heBenjam n Franklin Room
anong ot hers. UWoon his return home from Europe i n1919 he quickly established a
reputation as a respected interior decorator. Hi s conmm ssions included neighboring
houses on Eastern Point.

His work also took hi mt o Newport, Rhode |sland, andas far west as Hol | ywood,
California, where he spent a great deal of time near theendof his life as a favorite
designer of thefilmmaking colony. This occupation provided hi mwith revenue needed
for newadditions and antique furnishingsfor Beauport.

During the 1920's and 1930's t hehouse andi t scontents were well publicized by
articles i n mgazines such as Country Life, 'EheArchitect, and House Beautiful.
Popul ar enthusiasm for America's "Colonial" past ranhigh atthis time; however,

(continued)
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Sl eeper, through Beauport, was able t oevince a nore scholarly interest i nearly
decorative arts. After seeing t hehouse, Henry Francis du Pont was inspiredt o
build "an Anmerican house" at Southanpton, Long Island, t hepredecessor t oWnterthur.
VWhile planningtheAnmerican Wng, experts fromthe Metropolitan Miseum spent several
weeks at Beauport.

Only a fewdocunents relating t oBeauport's construction have survived and little
is known today about Henry Davis Sleeper himself. H was born about 1873 toa
weal thy Boston family. Hisgrandfather, Jacob Sleeper, was a founder of Boston
Uiiversity, and his father was Major J. Henry Sleeper, Commander of "Sleeper's
Battery" of Civil War fanme. Young Henry studied architecture at 1'Ecole des Beaux
Arts i nParis during the1890's, but returned t oBoston t oenter a career i n pub-
lishing. Beauport intervened and he was able t obegin a new career by combininghi s
architectural training with his special talent for interior composition.

«
Sl eeper thought of Beauport as a showplace i nwhich toreceive such illustrious
visitors as King Gustave of Sweden, El eanor Roosevelt, Isabella Stewart Gardner of
Boston, and a whole array of literary, artistic and theatre personalities. Helen
Hayes, Ethel Barrymore, Stephen Vincent Benet, F. Scott Fitzgerald were all enter-
tained here. 1 naddition. Sleeper invited therenouned interior decorators of the
day, such as Elsie de Wolfe, Dorothy Draper, Hobe Erwin and others.

After Sleeper's death i n1934, thehouse and its collections were kept together by
virtue of its purchase as an entity by M. and Ms. Charles E F. MCann. Ms.

MCann proved t obe a synpathetic owner who understood and shared Sl eeper's vision
for Beauport. | nJune, 1942, i naccordance with Ms. MQCann's wi shes, her children
presented Beauport t otheSociety forthePreservation of New England Antiquities.

1
Joseph Downs, American Furniture, Queen Anne and Chippendale Periods, New York
1952, p. V.
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