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—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ?LUNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dr. John Quming House, a simple eighteenth century farnmhouse, was built about
1754, I'tislocated at Reformatory Circle, on a one and one half acrel ot.

The house i sencircledby tall evergreen trees that shield i tfrom thetraffic
on Route 2.

[t i satw and one half story dwelling of wood frame construction. Four inch

cl apboard and narrow cornerboards, painted white, cover the house. Itsroofis
hi pped and pierced by a small nineteenth century chimey. The symmetrical facade
of thehouse i sof five bays. |t i sconposed of six over six sash wi ndows,

flanked by louvered shutters and a central pedinmented portico. Tw square
posts, attached tothe house by balustrades, support thepediment. The wooden
door under theportico i sflanked by full length sidelights. A small screened-
in porch extends from theleft side of thehouse.

Appended totherear of thehouse i sa two story nineteenth century ell. The
windows i ntheel | aresix over six sash, graced with fluted shutters, and t he
walls arefour inch clapboard, painted white. They areidentical to those of
the main house and conbine toform a unified structure architecturally. A

pedi mented overhang, supported by sinple brackets, protects a side door i n the
el l.

Two simple nineteenth century outbuildings stand behind t hehouse.
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The Dr. John CQumng House i sanhistorically significant residence i nthetown
of Concord. Dr. John Cuming, forwhomt hehouse i snamed, was aprom nent
eighteenth century figure i ntheconmmnity - active i nmedical, philanthropic,
political andmilitary affairs.

Dr. Quming was born i nConcord i n1728. He entered Harvard i n1743, but left

for England i n 1746, before conpleting hi s degree. At Edi nburgh, he continued
his education andupon hi s return from Europe, he became oneof thetown's first
doctors. During theFrench andlndian War, he served as a Lieutenant Col onel,
then returned tohis practice i nConcord. | nl1775, he treated both British

and American soldiers wounded i nthefighting onApril 19. He becanme a |eader

in town government andt hePatriot cause, serving i nnumerous town and state
offices, including that of representative totheState's Constitutional
Convention i n1779. Dr. Cunming also acquired large amunts of property, much
of which i snowt hetown of Cunmington, which he hel ped t o establish and which
is naned for him At his death i n1788, he bequeathed |arge anobunts of noney
to thechurch, tothetow for educational andhumanitarian purposes andto the
"University i nCanbridge i nthe Cormmonwealth of Massachusetts." Harvard
received "three hundred pounds sterling", theincome of thesane t obeappro-
priated for theProfessor of Physics, i fanysuch there be or shall be...".
Added t ot heHersey andother funds, thebequest was soon used, as he had wi shed,
to establish Harvard Medi cal School .

The house i scurrently owned by t he Massachusetts Department of Correctionsand
is directly across Route 2 from t heConcord Reformatory conpl ex.
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PAUL GUZZI

August 17, 1976

M. Charles Herrington
Regi strar

National Register

National Park Service
Departnent of the Interior

NATIONAL
REGISTER

Washi ngton, DC 20240 o~ >

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find nomnation forms for thefollowing pro-
perties:

1. Concord, Dr. John Cuning House

2. Melrose, Joseph Lynde House

3. Concord, Pest House

4. Lancaster, North Village Historic District

These properties have been reviewed by t he Massachusetts Historical
Commi ssion (State Review Board) and have been signed byt he
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Amradon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

PLWedh
enc.
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ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REAQ STER

name Location

Ciailng, Dr. John, HouM Concord vicinity
M ddl esex County

Snith, Sanuel, Tavern Site Vel fleet vicinity
Bar nst abl e County

Fovle, Edmund, Bcuse Vit ert own
M ddl esex County

Merrill's Wharf Historic District New Bedf or d
Bristol County

Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward W Brooke State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Edward M Kennedy Ms. Elizabeth R Anadon
Hon. Paul Tsongas Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Hon. Gerry E. Studds Hi storical Comm ssion
Hon. Thomas P. O Neill, Jr. 294 Véshi ngton Street
M. David F. Hales, Deputy Assistant Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

for Fish and Wldlife and Parks
M. F. Ross Holland, Chief, Cultural
Resour ce Managenent

Regi onal Director, North Atlantic Region
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