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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Beauchamp-Newman Museum is of quite unusual architecture. Although 
Lt is a simple building, a variety of styles were used to achieve simplicity. 
Che western end of the house has a plain gabled roof; the southern end has 
stepped gabled ends; and the southeastern corner is hipped.

A very simple brick cornice runs the length of the building. The brick­ 
work is common bonded, and the lintels and sills are stone. The foundation is 
also stone. The structure rests on a slope; therefore, the foundation is 
higher toward the north than toward the south. At its high point, it is 
aearly level with the window sills. It is projected here from the rest of the 
Eacade and used as a watertable.

The northern side, which faces the Little Kanawha River, was first used 
y Alfred Beauchamp as the entrance to his general store. At the time the 
Daughters of American Pioneers bought the property, a large porch had been 
added to this entrance. The owners have since removed it, exposing the worn 
itone doorsill.

The doors on both the northern and eastern sides are located in the 
.ower right corner. The one toward the south is more in the center of the 
acade.

Around 1900, a wooden, two-story section was added to the northwestern 
.orner of the house. Today it is being covered with aluminum siding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wirt County, West Virginia, owes quite a bit of its history to the 
Beauchamp family. For example, the first recorded white settler to build 
a log cabin within the present boundaries of the county was William Beau- 
champ; in 1803 William's son, David, brought one of the first industries 
to the area by building a grist mill; and in 1848 David's son, Alfred, 
temporarily donated his home to be used as a base from which to organize 
the county administration.

From 1803 until 1817, the village was known as Beauchamp's Mill, but 
the name was changed to Elizabeth in the latter year. This change, however, 
was not made to sever relations between the Beauchamps and the townsfolk, 
for the new name was chosen in honor of David's wife, Elizabeth.

David's and Elizabeth's son, Alfred, was born in his "mother's town." 
Like his father, he became identified with the business interests of the 
area and, like his father, chose an "Elizabeth" as his bride. She was the 
former Elizabeth Henrietta Burns of Meigo County, Ohio.

It is estimated that Alfred Beauchamp built his home around 1840, but 
because the exact date is not known, it cannot be specified whether Eliza­ 
beth Henrietta was brought to the house or had it built for her after 
marriage. Whatever the case, the home became important to her, to the town 
of Elizabeth, and to the entire county of Wirt. On January 19, 1848, Alfred 
Beauchamp, who was already distinguished in the community, was honored by 
the Virginia General Assembly in a bill passed creating Wirt County from 
Wood and Jackson. One provision of the bill states "the justices of the 
peace commissioned and qualified as aforesaid, for the county of Wirt, 
shall meet at the house now the residence of Alfred Beauchamp in the county 
of Wood, situated in Elizabethtown, on the fourth Monday in May next." His 
home town was to be the county seat, and on May 23, 1848, the first county 
court convened at the Beauchamp home.

Not only was Alfred Beauchamp's home to become the first administrative 
court in Wirt County, but on April 4, 1848, the first circuit court convened 
in the house with the Honorable David McComas presiding. The first Wirt 
County bar was instituted at this meeting and among those obtaining permis­ 
sion to practice in the commonwealth was Arthur I. Boreman, first governor 
of West Virginia.
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Date February 22, 1974

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Date

ATTE

Keeper of The National Register
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

Today the Beauchamp-Newman Museum, located in perhaps the most historic 
building in Wirt County, is filled with such tokens of the past as Civil War 
clothing, Indian relics, antique guns and antique dolls.
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