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Exterior dimension? of the depot --re approximately 195 feet long 
(north/south parallel to the tracks) by 26 feet deep. Inside are eight 
large rooms (including separate black and white waiting rooms, baggage 
room, ticket room, and covered concourse) and seven smaller sroas 
(storage, restrooms).

The structure is built in an eclectic style showing both Spanish 
and Italian influence in the details. The building is now vacant and 
steadily deteriorating. However, in 197? the Enid Kociel Railroad and 
Historical Association signed a 15-year lease on the building. The 
group plans to renovate it for use as a railroad museum and site for 
a working model railroad layout.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Railroads have been important in the history of Enid from the 
day the city c^ne into being - by run on September 16, 1393, when the 
Cherokee Outlet was opened to settlement - down to the present. Gnrfield 
County, of which Enid is the seat, lies at the heart of Oklahoma's richest 
agricultural area and the Enid 'skyline 1 - when seen from ~ distance - is 
.3 Chinese Wall of biant £rnin el.ev-tors. Rc-ilrcsds, to continue tho figure, 
 ?rc the veins ?nd arteries that keep the gr~in flowing Lu snd out of these 
terminal warehouses. From the ^r they ^orge on Enij ~s spokes on tho hub 
of 'i wheel. Three rail 1:;.nes new serve the city.

The Rock Islnnd wsn the first to arrive, even before the city w~s 
est-bliiihed. By IS69 it hnd built across the Outlet from Kansas to Old 
Oklahoma ^nd it participated in the development of this central section 

tho ct'to. The stage *  t'vac r«t for the drnn-tir events th.pt r;s-kod 
l_-;-;t yn..',r ^rvl the Ley u^lo the railrosd w^s to piny in tlu^m.

-,i ,.;,,._,...., ,, • n.,4,.i^ 4-.-, -i-v^. o . .v,- „,, c.:. J- '- -,.••; • v T • i "' «•« •->-^ -aA-AUu-. • » •••. vju4----^ ••••-' '>••<.••; -'OO j&r vv'^oc. sJuCbC* j-OfcJLi -L U _LI.iIO ^11o.CJ

o
' v ..: ,? t ^, ^*^ iia,j»'-t

Snid w^:3 chosen the site of r. goveni^pnt ?..~n-d o.°.fic 
ir the Cherokee Outlet well in r-rlv-.ncc of the opening. 
Government surveyors r-nd tmopc noved in -bout A yen^ bef

^nd shrewdly profit-nirdcr! - Chernkee Tndirnn ^d^cbose- 
•nllotr-.ents T *:thin the "ire-; pl.'nnoc- frr the town, ^un 
Secret-uy of J-kc L.tori.ir "oke Smith l^-'.-ned -:p tho serene, 
ho .-rdered fv e tc---,us".te locutsd throe riles south cf tv.«^ 
original setllcment "round ti4 - 7V--1 —:,H st^t^-n. "^^-'-u^r-hl^ 
uith the governa^nt ?-^ office, the county courthouse, ~nd 
the post office sep-rated froi:i t^o depot, rivalry betv?oen the 
north "nd south sections Tr-roi.-rotly developed into ^ feud. Each 
cl.-;ir.od the nnue of Enid, -ud the other (depending a^on which 
faction ono telon^s 1 to) w"s t^ged •• suburb, North or South 
Snid. T},e Rock Islnna. hnd refused to recognize the government 
ruling, continued to run its trains through South Enid without 
stopping. Th-n on July 13, l pn 'r, - frei^it tr.-in went off tho 
tr-cks int--: a ditch nonr Soutr; Enid, r-d inv^ptig-.tion brought
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about the discovery that the bridge supports had been weakened 
by sowing. Rock Island officials announced that, while the 
company would respect any law the government might enact, it 
would not surrender to mob action. Secretary Smith's 
decision was upheld, however, by a presidential proclamation, 
and on September 16, 189*4-, a freight and ticket office was 
established in South Enid, which became the present city. :\ 
six-foot hatchet, symbol of strife, was later buried with 
due and proper ceremony by members of both factions.

North Enid (sometimes referred to as Northington) faded away. South 
Enid became Enid proper with a strategic location and immediate aire of 
permanency that was soon to make it the most important city of 
north-central Oklahoma. As the only trunk line railroad serving the city 
the Rock Island played a strong role in its growth. From Eni-d terminals 
it carries Oklahoma grain south by the train load to the Texas CJulf 
Coast at Galveston and the markets of the world.

Rock Island built a second depot on the site in 1903. When it 
proved, inadepuate the present structure wr-s erected in 1928. It 
remains today with only slight modification, a faded but still impressive 
symbol of the transportation industry that brought settlers into this rich 
agricultural area rm-d has served its constantly changing needs now for 
almost a century.


