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WOODWARD CRYSTAL BEACH PARK

LOCATION: Tim Ben and Temple Houston Streets, Woodward, Oklahoma 040, Woodward 
County 153; SE 1/4, Sec. 31, T 23 N, R 20 W

CLASSIFICATION: buildings and structure; public; public acquisition N/A; occupied; 
unrestricted; present use recreational

OWNER: The City of Woodward, Woodward, OK 73801

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Woodward County Courthouse, Woodward, OK 73801

DESCRIPTION: excellent condition; altered; original site

Crystal Beach Park is a multi-use recreational facility that consists of the following 
WPA structures: 1) a bandshell; 2) a bathhouse; and 3) a tennis court.

1) The Crystal Beach bandshell is a rectangular (901 x 30') structure constructed of 
poured concrete and uncut native stone laid in a random rubble pattern. The shell itself, 
constructed of concrete, is a series of semi-circles that diminish in size from its front to its 
rear. The floor of the shell sits on a raised foundation of cut stone and is a slab of poured 
concrete. On the sides of the shell are small, one-story rooms fashioned from uncut native 
stone that are accessed from the rear via single-door entryways. Over these the roof is flat 
with parapets. Window openings with concrete sills have been filled with wood inserts.

2) Situated just northeast of the bandshell, the Crystal Beach Bathhouse is a single- 
story, L-shaped (80' x 32' with a 48' x 32' extension) structure constructed of uncut native 
stone laid in a random rubble pattern. The roof is flat with parapets capped with cut native 
stone. At the external corner of the "L" the entrance to the structure is covered by a circular 
porch of poured concrete supported by nine concrete columns. The columns lend the building a 
Roman-spa quality. Beneath the porch is a circular counter where bathers pay admission 
charges to the bathhouse. Metal encased windows are encompassed by cut stone sills, jambs, 
and lintels. Doorways through which bathers once exited to the beach of Crystal Lake have 
been filled with concrete blocks. These inserts and the construction of a swimming pool just 
north of the bathhouse have not impaired the architectural integrity of the building.

3) The Crystal Beach Tennis Court is just west of the bandshell. Lined for two courts, 
it is a rectangular concrete slab that measures 112 feet by 109 feet. Iron posts supported the 
nets. Backstops of wire and iron poles sit on the north and south sides of the court. A two 
court slab just to the west of the nominated facility appears to be of more recent 
construction; it does not, however, impair the integrity of the original courts.

SIGNIFICANCE: 1936; builder/architect: Louis Williams for the bathhouse; for other 
structures it is unknown

The Crystal Beach Park is an exceptionally significant resource for the Woodward
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community. Indeed, it has been and is an integral part of the cultural, social and economic life 
of the town and the region. The bandshell fostered cultural events; the bathhouse and tennis 
courts promoted recreation. And these contributions have continued for almost one-half 
century. Construction of the different facilities themselves was a particularly important 
event. One of the so-called "Dust Bowl" counties of Oklahoma, the Woodward region was 
economically devastated by the extreme droughts of the mid-1930s compounded by the 
increase in population between 1930 and 1940. The WPA construction program poured some 
50,000 man-hours of wages into the local economy, a sum that softened the impact of the 
depression in the business community. The destitute agriculturalists that found employment 
on the projects had their poverty eased and their morale raised. The facilities are also 
significant resources architecturally. As WPA structures the bandshell and the entrance to the 
bathhouse are unique. Locally, of course, nothing compares to the different types of 
structures, their architectural styles, and the nature of workmanship. Even building materials 
are unique.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:

Acreage: Two acres Quadrangle: Woodward, Okla.
1:24,000/7.5 min.

UTM: A-14 466450 4030990; B-14 466510 4030980; B-14 466470 4031030

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Situated on the southeast edge of Woodward, the 
property begins at a point 416 feet west and 208 feet south of the northeast corner of the 
SE1/4 of Sec. 31, T 23 N, R 20 W and then goes 416 feet west, 208 feet south, 416 feet east 
and 208 feet north.

PICTURE REFERENCE: 27-a; 27-b; 27-c; 27-d
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NRIS Reference Number: 88001359-83001371 Date Listed 9/8/88

Various_______________________________________________OK 
Property Name County State

WPA Public Buildings, Recreational Facilities and Water Quality 
Improvements in Northwestern Oklahoma, 1935-1943 TR 
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

All of the individual resources included with this multiple 
property nomination can each be counted as one contributing 
building with the following exceptions: Medford Bathhouse and 
Swimming Pool (one contributing building and one contributing 
structure), Buffalo City Park Pavilion (one contributing 
structure), Blaine Stadium and Fieldhouse (one contributing 
building, one contributing structure), and Woodward Crystal Beach 
Park (one contributing building, two contributing structures). 
This is consistent with the total multiple property resource 
count of 12 contributing buildings and 5 contributing structures 
listed in the nomination cover form. This information was 
confirmed with Melvena Heisch, Oklahoma Deputy SHPO, during a 
9/8/88 telephone conversation.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)


