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and monument to its founder.

The original home built by Nathan C. Meeker was a
frame shack. This was soon replaced by an adobe
structure in 1870. The structure stood two stories
hlgh and had six rooms. 1In 1882, 1890, and 191e6,
additions and changes were made by the various owners of
the property. (Some of these additions are reflected
in the 1905 Insurance Map which is enclosed.)

The City of Greeley acquired the house from its
founder in 1927. 1In 1959 restoration of the Meeker
property, by the city, was COmpleted and the Meeker
House appears much as it did in the 1870's. Today,
the City of Greeley utilized the property as a museum
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nathan C. Meeker, the house's original owner and
builder, founded the settlement of Union Colony; later
known as Greeley. Union Colony, in recognition of Meeker's
efforts, gave Meeker the land upon which the house stands.
The original house was constructed of adobe brick. The
home was reputedly one of the finest at the time in the
area. Meeker had been the agricultural editor for Horace

< Greeley's newspaper, the New York Tribune. He, Meeker,
was known for his idealistic viewpoints. When he was
made an Indian agent for the White River Agency, Meeker
left Union Colony with his family to resettle in Ute
Indian country. His adamant idealism proved to be his
downfall, however, because the Utes, refusing to become
full-time agriculturalists, murdered Meeker and the men
of the agency in 1879. The resulting outcry of the Meeker
Massacre caused the relocation of the Utes into the
extreme southwest corner of the state.

4

The importance of agriculture, which Meeker espoused
so strongly and futively to the Utes, is exemplified by
the town which he founded.

Today, Greeley is an agricultural center and climaxes
in many ways the agrarian developments of the State.




Colonial Days,by J. Max Clark

(1902)

Greeley and the Union Colony of Colorado, by David Boyd, 1890
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State Historical Society of Colorado. 1/14/ 70
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), T hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

State

The recommended

Local

7

National

Name

Steohen H. Hart

Title _gtate Lizison Qfficer

Date
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. '~

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prese

FEB 26 1970

Date
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I
//W/ /
Keeper of Tﬁe NAtional Reglster/
Date FEB 1 ‘g ]U
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The City of Greeley was unable to provide a recent
survey of the Meeker House and property. However,
the Meeker House occupies Lot 3, Block 104 of Greeley.
Approximate acreage of the property is three-fourths (3/4)
acre.

Reference: Sanborn Insurance Map of Greeley, Colorado
Sanborn Map Company, Sheet 20, 1927
(corrected to circa 1940)

Note: City of Greeley acquired property in 1927.
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Meeker House llemorial Museum
Greeley, Colorado
Insurance Mzp of Greeley by
Banborn/Perris Hap Co. (1929)
scale; 1" = 50!
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feeker House Memorial Museum

(row restored to the ori:inel adobe structurT)
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U.5.G.S, Map 7.5 minute series
Greeley Quadrengle, Colorado

/ 1950 Scale: 1:24000
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