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1. Name 

OMB no. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

MAY 4 1987 
received 

date entered 

historic . A b b o t s f o r d ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

and or common The Museum o f t h e National Center of Afro-American A r t i s t s 

2. Location 
street & number 300 Walnut Avenue 

••ft ' ' 

M Z ^ not for publication 

city,town Boston (Roxbury) JiZA/icinity of 

State ' code 025 
county 

Suffolk . . • code 025 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
1 . building(s) private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object in process 

t>eing considered 

Status 
iL occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
-^yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

K. museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name 
N a t i o n a l C e n t e r o f A f r o - A m e r i c a n A r t i s t s 

street & number 
300 W a l n u t Aveni;e 

city, town 
Roxbury 

A vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Suffolk County Courthouse 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Bos ton state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e ^ J l ^ ^ , 
r . r m v u , ^ M h o f MasGachuoot t r . ^Ss th.s property been determined eligible? 

date 1934 federal state 

yes _^ no 

county local 

depository for survey records i l a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Comn iss ion 

city, town Bos ton state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



7, Descr ip t ion Abbotsford, Boston (Roxbury) Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Cl iecit one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^^riginal site 

—X. good ruins X. altered moved date 
fair unexposed ( . g g t e x t ) 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

Abbotsford, a large stone Victor ian Gothic mansion which now houses the Museum 
of the National Center of Afro-American A r t i s t s , stands on a grassy k n o l l , 
dotted with large deciduous t rees . Ahbotsford was b u i l t in 1872, by prominent 
Boston archi tect Alden Frink. I t v i sua l l y shares a large l o t , 162,123 square 
fee t or ,iust under four acres, with an elementary school (which is 
consciidered noncontr ibut ing). The museum faces north on the l o t which occupies 
the corner of Walnut Avenue and Crawford Street . H i s t o r i c a l l y , th is 
neighborhood was considered to be w i th in the Roxbury Highlands, a picturesque 
area of r o l l i n g h i l l s and r i ch farmland, but i t is current ly considered a part 
of the Washington Park sect ion. 

The museum is set back approximately 200 feet from the corner of Walnut Avenue 
and Crawford Street. To the north and east of the structure are expansive 
lawns which run to the edge of the property. To the west is the David A. 
E l l i s Elementary School, and to the south is an asphalt parking l o t which is 
reached by a drivevay at the southwest corner of the l o t . 

The surrounding neighborhood is characterized by large late-19th and early 
20th century detached suburban s ingle and mu l t i - fami ly houses, with some brick 
apartment bui ld ings also present. 

The plan of th is s t ructure is essent ia l ly rectangular, but bays, cross gables 
and porches make i t somewhat i r regu la r . I t is 2 1/2 s tor ies high with a f u l l 
basement. The f ron t (north elevat ion) of the bu i ld ing is 80' long, and 62' 
deeo. The mansard roof is covered with asphalt shingles, which replaced the 
o r ig ina l s late shingles in 1980. Like the p lan, the roof l ines are quite 
i r regu la r : a project ing entrance bay on the north elevation is topped by a 
gable roof and flanked by two gabled dormers; on the south (rear) elevation 
there are two bays which are capped by gable roofs and a four story tower 
capped by a conical roof with four small t r iangu lar dormers; on the east 
elevat ion there is also a pro ject ing bay capped by a gable roo f , and a jog in 
the rear corner of th is elevation is accentuated by a hipped dormer; the roof 
of the west elevation is accentuated with four gable dormers with stone 
pediments and exagerated f i n i a l s . 

The bu i ld ing is constructed of rough hewn coursed Roxbury Puddingstone, 
executed in the High V ic tor ian Gothic s t_ ie . The corners are highl ighted by 
rust icated stone quoins; the door and window surrounds are smooth f in ished 
stone. The foundation is constructed of smooth f in ished grani te . 

The north ( f ron t ) elevation features a central entrance bay which is composed 
of a large pointed arch flanked by two small arches. They are supported on 
two massive columns and two massive piers with cor inthian cap i ta l s . Above the 
arcuated entrance porch a band of smooth stone separates the f i r s t f l oo r from 
the second. A large rectangular window rests above a b l ind balustrade, and 
dominates the center port ion of the entrance bay. In the pediment of the 
gabled bay are two pointed arch windows enframed with dark stone. A copper 
f i n i a l stands at the peak of the gable. 

continued ' • 
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The f ron t elevation is essent ia l ly symmetrical on e i ther side of the entrance 
bay. On the western hal f of the facade, a polygonal bay window projects from 
the wall surface; on the east s ide, the bay window is rectangular. One t a l l 
rectangular window f lanks each of these bays. On the second f l o o r , the same 
rectangular window shape is used, and the placement corresponds to the f i r s t 
f l oo r . A cornice with prominent brackets dist inguishes the wall plane from 
the roo f . 

,The east elevation contains f i v e window bays; the center three project from 
the plane of the wa l l . The f i r s t (northernmost) group contains a polygonal 
bay window on the f i r s t f l o o r , and a long rectangular double windows on the 
second. The second, t h i r d and f i f t h bays each contain single rectangular 
windows on the both s t o r i es . The fourth bay contains a double window on each 
s tory . Concrete block has been added to the basement wa l l s , and is v i s i b l e on , 
the south side of th is elevation where the l o t slopes downward. A small -
covered service garage placed at the basement l e v e l , d i r e c t l y under the t h i r d 
and four th bays extends approximately f i f t e e n fee t . 

The rear elevation is composed of a four story tower flanked by two pedimented 
gables; each comoonent is on a d i f f e r e n t plane. The tower is divided into 
four d i s t i n c t sect ions, each section dist inguished by a th in band of dark 
stone. The f i r s t story has two rectangular windows, whi le the s-econd story 
has a s ingle window. The t h i r d story has a double window with stone 
t r iangular ornament above each window. The tower is square u n t i l the top of 

. the t h i r d story where, the corners are clipped and form a polygonal shape. 
The fourth section of the tower is polygonal, wi th dark stone accents at the 
corners and a window which is ident ica l to the window on the th i rd s tory . 

The western gable has a s t r i p of four windows on both the f i r s t and second 
f l oo rs . The two windows in the pediment of the gable echo the windows on the 
t h i r d story of the tower. Or ig ina l l y th is port ion of the wall was recessed 
behind the tower and had a steep hipped roof with a single gable. The 
a l te ra t ion was done with such care and at tent ion to de ta i l that the change is 
not apparent without reference to an old photograph. The eastern gable has a 
polygonal bay on tha f i r s t f l o o r , and a double window on the second. The 
windows in the pediment are ident ica l to those in the western bay. There are 
copper f i n i a l s at the peak of both gables, and a copper weather vane stands at 
the peak of the tower. 

The west elevation has undergone the most extensive a l te ra t ions yet maintains 
the o r ig ina l grand character. When constructed, an ornate gothic porch 
wrapped around the corner of th is elevation and the rear e levat ion. A port ion 
of th is porch, in tact though missing a balustrade, remains on the western 
facade. Two windows wê ê added above the porch on the second f l o o r , and on 
the roo f , a chimney was removed and two dormer windows were connected to 
create one larae window. An ear ly photograph suggests that the center bay was 
enlarged and brouaht forward to meet the wall plan of the ex is t ing project ing 
gable. Roxbury puddingstone and or ig ina l de ta i l i ng was used and a hip roof 
put on top of the bay. .jriakicia thecal terat iop b a r f l y discernable. A three 
Story qarSTe on tffe n6»*tn RaTf of the west elevation remains essent ia l l y 
unaltered. a.- j 

continued 
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The i n t e r i o r of Abbotsford was al tered a great deal when the property was 
converted from a pr ivate home to a public school. I t was altered again to 
accomodate the museum. The entry and s ta i r h a l l , and some de ta i l i ng 
throughout the house, are a l l that remain from the or ig ina l i n t e r i o r . 

In addit ion to the a l te ra t ions previously discussed, (replacement of roof 
shingles, addi t ion of concrete block and garage at the basement level on the 
east e levat ion , a l te ra t ion of fenestrati"on and removal of porch on west and 
south e leva t ion) , the most noticeable a l te ra t ion involves the windows. To 
make the st ructure funct ional as a museum, i t was necessary to br ick in the 
windows with concrete block. Every window has been bricked i n , though many 
have been covered with louvered shut ters . In add i t i on , some of the copper 
f i n i a l s and a l l of the roof crest ing has been removed; i t was most l i k e l y 
taken o f f during the s t ruc ture 's tenure as a schoolbui ld ing, when maintanence 
was too expensive. Despite these a l te ra t ions , Abbotsford reta ins nuch of i t s 
o r ig ina l grandeur and is exceptional as a monumental reminder of Roxbury's 
19th century prosper i ty . 

No archaeological research has been conducted at the Abbotsford property, 
however expected categories of archaeological resources-may contr ibute to the 
s i te s igni f icance for the a r g r i c u l t u r a l , r e s i d e n t i a l , and i n s t i t u t i o n a l phases 
of h i s t o r i c period use. Prehis tor ic remains are not expected at the s i t e 
because of the absence of natural resources a t t r a c t i v e to p reh is to r ic groups 
including fresh water and l i t h i c sources. 

The Abbotsford property may contain arclneological resources that may elucidate 
ag r i cu l tu ra l land use for the period 1700-1873 when the property was a 
component o f the f i r s t Aaron Davis Williams Farmstead. The f i r s t Aaron Davis 
Williams house was apparently constructed a few hundred yards from the la te r 
Abbotsford Mansion and was standing un t i l the twentieth century. Specif ic 
categories of archeological resources may include outbui ld ing foundations and 
a c t i v i t y areas associated with the Williams Farmstead. 

Archaeological data expected to ex is t at the Abbotsford s i t e fo r the period 
1873-1923 may elucidate_the arch i tec ture , landscape archi tecture and other 
forms of land use. Cartographic evidence indicates that at least three 
s t ruc tures , no longer extant, stood south of the mansion in 1873 (Hopkins 
1873). Archeological remains of bu i ld ing foundations and associated a r t i f a c t s 
may reveal the form and funct ion of these s t ruc tures . Archeological evidence 
may also reveal the s i t e ' s landscape treatment by the Wil l iams, Smith and 
Morrison f am i l i es . The locat ion of walkways and gardens may be determined 
through archaeological research at the s i t e . In add i t ion , informal a c t i v i t i e s 
at the s i te including refuse d isposal , i n te r i o r and exter ior renovations to 
the house, and the consumer behavior of the Wil l iams, Smith and Morrison 
famil ies may be represented by archaeological deposi ts . 

The transforrmtion of the Abbotsford propertv from res ident ia l to 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l use as a school for del inquent boys is probably documented in a 
S k i l i & g fashion bv^the archaeoloaical deposits immediately surrounding 
^ibbotsfdrd. These data may be comparable to 'schoolyard' a r t i f a c t patt-^rns 
investigated by Graffam 1982 and by Smardz (1987). arunai^u p<in.-rns 



8. Signifficance Abbotsford, Boston (Roxbury), Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas ef Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture ;.; 
art ' 
commerce 
communications 

_ conservation 
-X. economics 

education 
_ engineering 

exploration/settlement 
_... industry 

invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 

. _ literature 
_ military 

music 
philosophy 

__ politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1872 Bui lder/Archi tect Alden Frink 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

300 Walnut Avenue, commonly known as Abbotsford, is h igh ly 
s i gn i f i can t as an excel lent example of a stone mansion house in 
the High Victor ian Gothic Sty le , the only bu i ld ing of th is type 
in Roxbury section of Boston, and one of a few in the C i t y . I t 
is also s ign i f i can t as the home of a prominent i n d u s t r i a l i s t , 
Aaron Davis Williams J r . , and i t embodies a sense of the 
Roxbury's prosper i ty in the late 19th century. F ina l l y , i t is 
s i gn i f i can t as the most ambitious work of Boston arch i tec t , 
Alden Fr ink, who designed numerous residences and commercial 
bui ld ings in the c i t y and surrounding towns. 300 Walnut Avenue 
possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, materials and 
workmanship, thus i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National 
Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

In the 18th century, the area surrounding Abbotsford consisted 
mainly of f e r t i l e farmland, and supplied the c i t y of Boston 
with ca t t l e and produce. Lower Roxbury was a market town and 
the s i te of some ear ly indus t r ia l development including several 
tanneries, ropewalks and breweries. Start ing in the 1840s, the 
highlands saw increased res iden t ia l uses. The h i l l y te r ra in 
kept industri&sout and was a t t r ac t i ve fo r summer houses and 
s ta te ly mansions. By the late 19th century, a f f l uen t suburban 
development was widespread throughout Roxbury Highlands and 
surrounding areas, with substant ial house constructed in 
V ic tor ian Gothic, Stick and Shingle Styles. This area, and 
Walnut Avenue in pa r t i cu la r , became fur ther isolated by the 
creation of Frankl in Park in 1886-1889. Frankl in Park created 
a d i s t i n c t southern bar r ie r for the highlands, and Walnut 
Avenue which might have become heavi ly t r a f f i c k e d , became a 
dead end s t ree t . 

Best evidence indicates that the st ructure at 300 Walnut Street 
was constructed fo r Aaron Davis Williams J r . in 1872. The 
property on which the mansion was b u i l t was a port ion of a huge 
estate which had been in the Williams family for over 150 
years. An anonynous a r t i c l e , wr i t ten c. 1900, describes a 100 
acre farm, whose boundaries now coincide with Frankl in Park, 
Seaver, Townsend and Washington Streets. The Williams farm was 
known for i t s great orchards which produced "the famous 
Williams apples" and other f r u i t . The o r ig ina l farmhouse, 
constructed in 1704, was believed to be the f i r s t house 
constructed between Elm H i l l and the present Roxbury Crossing, 
and was s t i l l standing at the end of the 19th century. 

continued 
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Aaron Davis Wil l iams, Sr. inher i ted a considerable estate upon 
his fa ther ' s death, and continued to manage the prosperous 
farm. Wi l l iams, Sr. marketed his choice f r u i t s and vegetables 
at the Faneuil Hall Markets, and was remembered for his 
contr ibut ion to "the advancment of the ho r t i cu l tu re of our 
v i c i n t y . " Williams also established the Roxbury I n s t i t u t e fo r 
Savings, and was a h ighly regarded businessman. When Williams 
died in 1863, he l e f t to his son, Aaron Davis Wil l iams, J r . , 
the o r ig ina l farmhouse plus approximately 50 acres of land at 
Roxbury Point. The property was part i t ioned in 1872, and the 

is not c i ted in the t rans fe r . The mansion 
in the 1873 Hopkins Atlas of Suffolk 
i t is l i k e l y that Williams J r . b u i l t the 
of the estate. The anonymous a r t i c l e 

large stone mansion 
does however appear 
County. Therefore, 
mansion upon rece ip t 
confirms th is assunption by s ta t ing that " th is son 
residence of stone, several hundred yards from the 
homestead, and the new place was the marvel of the 
was called Oak Bend.. ." 

b u i l t a f i ne 
old 
reg ion. I t 

Before the death of his fa ther , Aaron Davis Williams J r . had. 
several occupations including farming, working as a partner In 
the J.T E l l i s & Co. (a suppl ier of f u e l , lumber, lime and 
p a i n t ) , and as a land agent. Eventually, Davis J r . evolved 
into a prominent i n d u s t r i a l i s t and established the Boston 
Leadwor'<s in the 1860s. He los t his fortune in the 1870s; some 
sources say through speculation and some say as a delayed 
react ion to the Panic of 1872. 

The house had two subsequent pr ivate owners. James M. Smith, 
the treasurer of the Suffolk Brewery, purchased the house in 
1886. Smith was reportedly a devotee of the then popular Sir 
Walter Scott. Smith renamed the mansion Abbotsford, a f te r the 
poet 's own home. In 1894, James M. Morrison, a prosperous wool 
merchant, acquired Abbotsford. He l i ved there wi th his fami ly 
u n t i l 1923 when the property was sold to the Ci ty of Boston for 
use as a d i sc ip l i na ry school f o r boys. I t remained i-n the 
hands of the Boston School system, and used as an annex to the 
David A. E l l i s School un t i l i t closed in 1975. In 1976, the 
National Center of Afro-American Ar t i s t s acquired the mansion, 
and renovated the i n te r i o r to make i t su i table for museum use 
that continues to the present. I t is supr is ing .that a 
s t ructure of th i s s i ze , often considered unpract ical and 
unmanageable, has been recycled ' fo r new uses and survives 
in tact today. . 

continued 
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Archi tect Alden Frink is best known as the designer of Boston 
and Maine Railroad Stat ions, including s ta t ion in Woburn, 
Prospect H i l l , Marblehead, Lynn and Wakefield. Frink was born 
in Woodstock, Vermont on Apr i l 18, 1833. From age 9 to 15 he 
worked on a farm and then moved to Windsor, Vt. to learn 
carpentry. By age 21 he was studying archi tecture in the 
Worcester o f f i ce of Elbridge Bo yd en, arch i tec t o f Mechanic's 
Hall there. Frink came to Boston in 1857 to work as a 
draftsman on the Minot Ledge Lighthouse. In 1860, a f te r a tour 
of Europe, he opened o f f i ces at 20 State Street , Boston. Frink 
designed a number of Boston bui ldings including a 
fac tory in Jamaica P la in , a group of Queen 

leather 
Anne Commercial 

bui ld ings in Boston's Leather D i s t r i c t , and numerous 
residences, row houses and apartment bui ld ings in Roxbury. 

On the o r ig ina l l o t is a masonry elementary school constructed 
in 1934 and designed by Fay, Spofford and thorndike engineers, 
which does not contr ibute to the signi f icance of the 
nomination, as i t does not appear to meet National. Register 
C r i t e r i a . I ts presence on the s i te does not detract from the 
s igni f icance of Abbotsford, rather i t confirms the pract ice of 
large lots being more in ten s ly u t i l i z e d for various public 
purposes. 

•0n 



9. Major Bibliograpliical Refferences 

See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Bos ton Sou th 

UT M References 

46,640' (just over 1 acre) 

Quadrangle scale 25,000 

Zone 

El_U 
G L L J 

lilAZLliii'' 
Easting 

I I I I I I 
Northing 

L J I I I L - i 

j J 

Zone Easting 

JL 

I I I I LI I 
Northing 

I I 

J L 

I • I • ' I I I I I I I I I 
Verbal bOMndary description and justification 

I t i s the sane parcel as described in Suffolk 9500/53, containino 46,5.50 sq. fee t , bounder 
norther ly by Walnut Street , 178.72', easterly by Crawford Street 280..81', southerly b/ 

£ Ci tynf Boston passageway of 243' , and westerly by land of the City of Boston 204' 

List a l l s t a tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state ''^'/A code i^/A county code M/A 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
i-aroi Huogins, Assistant Director of Survey and Planning, Boston Landnarks 

name/title Comnission, with Betsy Friedberg, Director National Registgr, Mass. His tor ica l 
""Connission " — -

organization Mass. His tor ica l Conmis.'^inn ''^^^ March 198̂ ^ 

street & numl)er GO B o y l s t o n S t r p p t telephone 617-7?7-Mm-

clty or town Boston state 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
Ttie evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 1^ / rXi\ua^ 
Executive Director 

title State Historic Preservation Officer date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Regtster 

Attest: date 

Chiaf of Registration 
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D e s c r i p t i o n Abbotsford, Boston (Roxbury), Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered K original site 

X_ goojj ,.. ruins X altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed (see t e x t ) 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Abbotsford, a large stone V i c t o r i a n Gothic mansion which now houses the Museum 
of the rfetional Center of Afro-Anerican A r t i s t s , stands on a grassy k n o l l , 
dotted w i t h large deciduous t rees . Abbotsford was b u i l t i n 1872, by prominent 
Boston architect Alden Fr ink , H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h i s neighboihood was considered 
to be w i t h i n the Bojdatiry Hghlands , a picturesque area of r o l l i n g h i l l s and 
r i c h farmland, but i t i s cvurrently considered a part of the Wa^ington Park 
section. 

The raasexm i s set back approximately 200 feet f r o n the corner of Walnut Avenue 
and Crawford Street. To the west, the bu i ld ing shares i t s large l o t , 162,123 
square feet or just under four acres, w i t h an elementary school, David A. 
E l l i s Elonentary School (which i s not included i n the nomination). To the 
south is an asphalt parking l o t which is reached by a driveway at the 
southwest comer of the l o t . To the nor th and east of the s t ruct i i re are 
expansive lawns v^ ich run to the edge of the property. 

> The surrounding neighborhood i s characterized by large late-19th and ear ly 
20th century detached suburban single and m u l t i - f a m i l y houses, w i t h some b r i ck 
apartment bui ld ings also present. 

The plan of th i s s tructure is essent ia l ly rectangular, but bays, cross gables 
and porches make i t somevhat i r regula r . I t i s 2 1/2 s tor ies h i g ^ w i t h a f u l l 
basement. The f ron t (north) e levat ion of the bu i ld ing is 80 feet long and 62 
feet deep. The mansard roof i s covered w i t h asphalt shingles, which replaced 
the o r i g i n a l slate shingles i n 1980. l i k e the p lan , the roo f l ines are quite 
i r r egu la r : a pro jec t ing entrance bay on the nor th e levat ion i s topped by a 
gable roof and flanked by two gabled dormers; on the south (rear) e leva t ion , 
there are two bays that are capped by gable roofs and a four -s tory tower 
capped by a conical roof w i t h four small triangulctr dormers; on the east 
elevat ion, there i s also a p ro jec t ing bay capped by a gable roo f , and a jog i n 
the rear corner of th i s elevation is accentuated by a hipped dormer; the roof 
of the west e levat ion i s accentuated w i t h four gable dormers w i t h stone 
pediments and esaggerated f i n i a l s . 

The bu i ld ing is constructed of rough-hewn coursed Hoxbury puddingstone, 
executed i n the If igh V i c t o r i a n Gothic s t y l e . The comers are h i g h l i ^ t e d by 
rus t icated stone quoins; the door and window svirrounds are smooth f in ished 
s tone. 
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The north ( f r o n t ) e levat ion features a central entrance bay vdiich is ccxnposed 
of a large pointed arch flanked by two small arches. They are supported on 
two massive colxmins and two massive p iers w i t h cor in th ian cap i t a l s . Above the 
arcuated entrance porch a band o f smooth stone separates the f i r s t f l o o r from 
the second. A large rectangular window rests above a b l i n d balustrade, and 
dominates the center por t ion of the entrance bay. I n the pedimait of the 
gabled bay are two pointed-arch windows enframed w i t h dark stone. A copper 
f i n i a l stands at the peak of the gable. 

The f r o n t elevat ion is essent ia l ly symmetrical on e i ther side of the entrance 
bay. On the western h a l f o f the facade, a polygonal bay window projects from 
the wa l l surface; on the east side, the bay window is rectangular. One t a l l 
rectangular windav flanks each of these bays. On the second f l o o r , the same 
rectangular window shape is used, and the placement corresponds to the f i r s t 
f l o o r . A comice w i t h prominent brackets dist inguishes the wal l plane from 
the roof . 

The east elevat ion contains f i v e window b a j ^ ; the center three projec t f r o n 
the plane of the w a l l . The f i r s t (northermost) group ccntains a polygonal 
bay window on the f i r s t f l o o r , and along rectangular double window on each 
s tory . Concrete block has been added to the basement wa l l s , and is v i s i b l e on 
the south side of th i s elevation vrfiere the l o t slopes downward. A small 
covered service garage placed at the basement l eve l , d i r e c t l y mder the t h i r d 
and f o i j r t h bays, extends approximately f i f t e e n fee t . 

The rear e levat ion i s composed of a four-s tory tower flanked by two pedimented 
gables; each component i s on a d i f f e r e n t plane. The tower is divided into 
four d i s t i n c t sections, each sect ion dist inguished by a t h i n band o f dark 
stone. The f i r s t s tory has two rectangular windows, whi le the second s tory 
has a s ingle window. The t h i r d s tory has a doi±)le window w i t h stone 
t r iangular ornament above each window. Ihe tower is square u n t i l the top of 
the t h i r d s to ry , where the comers are clipped and form a polygonal shape. 
The fou r th section of the tower is polygonal, w i t h dark stone accents at the 
comers, and a window v^ ich i s iden t ica l to the window on the t h i r d s tory . 

The western gable has a s t r i p of four windows on both the f i r s t and second 
f l o o r s . The two windows i n the pediment of the gable echo the windows on the 
t h i r d s tory of the tower. O r i g i n a l l y , t h i s por t ion of the wa l l was recessed 
behind the tower and had a steep hipped roof w i t h a single gable. The 
a l t e r a t ion was done w i t h such care and a t ten t ion to de t a i l that the change is 
not apparent without reference to an o ld photograph. The eastem gable has a 

(7-
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polygonal bay on the f i r s t f l o o r , and a double window on the second. The 
windows i n the pediment are iden t i ca l to those i n the westem bay. There are 
copper f i n i a l s at the peak of both gables, and a copjper weather vane stands at 
the peak of the tower. 

The west elevat ion has undergone the most extensive a l t e ra t ions , yet maintains 
i t s o r i g i n a l grand character. Mien constmcted, an ornate gothic porch 
wrapped around the corner of th i s elevation and the rear e levat ion. A por t ion 
o f th i s porch, intact though missing a balustrade, remains on the western 
facade. Tvo windows were added above the pxirch on the second f l o o r , and on 
the roo f , a chimiey was removed and tvro dormer windows were connected to 
create one largo window. An ear ly photograph suggests that the center bay was 
enlarged and b r o u ^ t forward to meet the wa l l plane of the ex i s t ing p ro jec t ing 
gable. Rojdaijry puddingstone cind o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g were used and a h ip roof 
put on top of the bay, miaking the a l t e r a t i o n barely d i s cemib l e . A 
three-s tory gable on the north ha l f of the west elevation remains essent ia l ly 
unaltered. 

The i n t e r i o r of Abbotsford was al tered a great deal -when, the property was 
converted frcxn a pr ivate home to a pi±)lic school. I t was al tered again to 
accommodate the museum. The entry and s t a i r h a l l , and same d e t a i l i n g 
througout the house, are a l l that remain from the o r ig ina l i n t e r i o r . 

I n addit ion to the a l te ra t ions previously discussed (replacement of roof 
shingles, add i t ion of concrete block and garage at the basement level on the 
east e levat ion , a l t e r a t i o n of fenestra t ion and ranoval of porch on west and 
south elevat ions) , the most noticeable a l t e r a t i o n involves the windows, l b 
make the s t ructure func t iona l as a musemi, i t was necessary to b r i c k in the 
windows w i t h concrete block. Every window has been bricked i n , though many 
have been covered w i t h louvered shut ters . In add i t ion , some of the copper 
f i n i a l s and a l l of the roof crest ing have been removed; i t was most l i k e l y 
taken o f f during the s t ruc ture ' s tenure as a schoolbuilding, when maintanence 
was too expensive. Despite these a l te ra t ions , Abbotsford reta ins nuch of i t s 
o r i g i n a l grandeur and is exceptional as a monumental reminder of Hoxbviry's 
19th centiiry prosperi ty. 

Archaeology 
No archaeological research has been conducted at the Abbotsford property; 
however, expected categories of archaeological resovnrces may contribute to the 
s i te s ignif icance for the a g r i c u l t u r a l , r e s i d e n t i a l , and in s t i t u t i ca i a l pjhases 
o f h i s t o r i c period use. Prehis tor ic remains are not expected at the s i t e 
because of the absence of natvural resources a t t r a c t i v e to p rdh i s to r i c groups, 
including fresh water and l i t h i c sources. 
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The Abbotsford property may contain archeological resources that may elucidate 
a g r i c u l t u r a l land use for the period 1700-1873 when the property was a 
component of the f i r s t Aaron E&vis Williams Farmstead. The f i r s t itorcn Ebvis 
Williams house was apparently constmcted a few hundred yards from the la te r 
Abbotsford ftfension and was standing u n t i l the twentieth century. Specif ic 
categories o f archaeological resources may include outbui lding foundations and 
a c t i v i t y areas associated w i t h the Williams Farmstead. 

Archaeological data expected to exis t at the Abbotsford s i t e for the period 
1873-1923 may elucidate the archi tecture , landscape archi tec ture , and other 
forms o f land use. Cartographic evidence indicates that at least three 
s t ructures , no longer extend, stood south of the mansion i n 1873 (Hopkins 
1873). Archaeological remains o f bu i ld ing foundations and associated 
a r t i f a c t s may reveal the form and funct ion of these s t ructures . 
Archaeological evidence may also reveal the s i t e ' s landscape treatment by the 
Wil l iams , Smith, and Marrison f a m i l i e s . The locat ion of walkways and gardens 
maybe determined through archaeological research at the s i t e . I n add i t ion , 
informal a c t i v i t i e s at the s i t e including refuse disposal , i n t e r i o r and 
ex te r io r renovations to the house, and the consumer behavior of the Will iams, 
Smith, and Marrison famil ies maybe represented by archaeological deposits. 

Ihe transformation of the Abbotsford property from re s iden t i a l to 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l use as a school for delinquent boys is probably documented i n a 
s t r i k i n g fashion by the archaeological deposits immediately surrounding 
Abbotsford. "These data maybe conparable to "schoolyard" a r t i f a c t patterns 
investigated by Graffam (1982) and by Smardz (1987). 
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archeology-historic 
agriculture 

__X architecture 
art 
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conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
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Specific dates 187Z Builder/Architect Alden Frink 

statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

300 Ifelnut Avenue, commonly known as Abbotsford, is h igh ly s i g n i f i c a n t as an 
excellent example of a stone mansion house i n the High Vic t o r i Ein Gothic Sty le , 
the only b u i l d i n g of t h i s type in the Rjjdjury section of Boston, and one of a 
few i n the C i t y . I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as the home o f a parominent 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t , i ^ ron Davis Williams J r . , and i t embodies a sense of the 
Roxbury's prosperi ty i n the la te 19th century. F i n a l l y , i t is s i g n i f i c a n t as 
the most ambitious work of Boston archi tect Alden Fr ink , who designed numerous 
residences and conmercial bui ld ings i n the c i t y and surrounding towns. 300 
Wklnut Avenue possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, materials and 
workmanship, thus i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the Ifetional Ptegister of 
H i s t o r i c Places on the loca l l e v e l . 

I n the 18th century, the area surrounding Abbotsford consisted mainly of 
f e r t i l e farmland, and supplied the c i t y of Boston w i t h ca t t l e and produce. 
iDwer RjjdDiiry was a market town and the s i t e of some ear ly i n d u s t r i a l 
developmeit including several tanneries, ropewalks and breweries. S tar t ing i n 
the 1840s, the highlands saw increased res iden t i a l uses. The h i l l y t e r r a i n 
kept industries out and was a t t r a c t i v e f o r sunnier houses and s t a t e ly 
mansions. By the la te 19th century, a f f l u e n t suburbEui development was 
widesparead througout Rixbury H i^ l ands and siurrounding areas, w i t h 
substantial houses constructed i n V i c t o r i a n ( jo th ic , S t i ck , and Shingle 
Styles. This area, and Ifelnut Avenue in p a r t i c u l a r , became fur ther isolated 
by the creat icn of Franklin Park i n 1886-1889. Franklin Park created a 
d i s t i n c t southern bar r i e r for the highlands, and Walnut Avenue, vhich might 
have become heavi ly t r a f f i c k e d , became a dead-end s t ree t . 

Best evidence indicates that the structxjre at 300 Wfeilnut Street was 
constructed for Aaron Eavis Williams J r . i n 1872. The property on which the 
mansion was b u i l t was a por t ion of a huge estate which had been i n the 
Williams family fo r over 150 years. A i anonymous a r t i c l e , w r i t t e n ca. 1900, 
describes a 100-acre farm, vdiose boundaries now coincide w i t h F rank l in Park, 
Seaver, Tbwnsend, and Washington Streets. The Williams farm was known for i t s 
great orchards, vihich produced "the famous Williams apples" and other f r u i t . 
The o r i g i n a l farnhouse, constructed i n 1704, was believed to be the f i r s t 
house constructed between Elm H i l l and the present Ho^daury Crossing, and was 
s t i l l standing at the end of the 19th century. 
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Aaron Davis Williams Sr. inher i ted a considerable estate upon his f a the r ' s 
death, and continued to nmnage the prosperous farm, Willizims Sr. marketed h i s 
choice f r u i t s and vegetables at the Faneuil Ha l l Markets, and was remenbered 
fo r his cont r ibut ion to "the advancement of the h o r t i c u l t u r e of oxa: 
v i c i n i t y . " Williams also established the Fbxbury I n s t i t u t e for Savings, and 
vas a h igh ly regarded businessman. When Williams died i n 1863, he l e f t to his 
son, Aaron Davis Williams Jr . , the o r ig ina l farnhouse plus approximately 50 
acres of land at Hoxbury Point , The property was par t i t ioned in 1872 and the 
large stone mansion i s not c i t e d i n the t ransfer . The mansion does, however, 
appear i n the 1873 Hopkins At las of Suf fo lk County. Therefore, i t i s l i k e l y 
that Williams J r . b u i l t the mansion upon receipt of the estate. Ihe anonymous 
a r t i c l e confirms th is assunption by s t a t ing that "this son b u i l t a f i n e 
residence o f stone, several hundred yards from the o l d homestead, and the new 
place was the marvel of the region. I t was ca l led Oak Bend . . . " 

Before the death o f his father , Aaron Davis Williams J r . had several 
occupations, including farming, working as a partner in the J, T, E l l i s S Co, 
(a supplier o f f u e l , Itinber, l ime, and p a i n t ) , and as a land agent. 
Eventually, Davis J r . evolved into a praninent i n d u s t r i a l i s t and established 
the Boston leadworks i n the 1860s. He lost h is fort ime i n the 1870s; some 
sources say through speculation and some say as a delayed react ion to the 
Panic o f 1872. 

The house had two si±)sequent pr ivate owners. James M. 9 n i t h , the treasxirer of 
the Suf fo lk Brewery, purchased the house i n 1886. Snith was reportedly a 
devotee of the then popular Sir Walter Scott. 9n i th renamed the mansion 
Abbotsford, a f t e r the poet 's own home. I n 1894, Jeimes M. Morrison, a 
prosperous wool merchant, acquired Abbotsford. Ife l i v e d there w i t h his fami ly 
u n t i l 1923 yi\en the property was sold to the C i t y of Boston f o r use as a 
d i s c i p l i n a r y school for boys. I t remained i n the hands of the Boston School 
system, and was used as an annex to the adjacent David A. E l l i s School u n t i l 
i t closed i n 1975, In 1976, the Pfetional Center of Afro-Anerican A r t i s t s 
acquired the mansion, and renovated the i n t e r i o r to make i t sui table f o r 
nuseum use that continues to the present. I t is surpr is ing that a s t ructure 
of t h i s s ize , o f t e n considered unpractical and unmanageable, has been recycled 
for new uses and svtrvives in tac t today. 

Archi tec t Alden F r i n k i s best known as the designer of Boston and Maine 
Railroad s ta t ions , including s tat ions i n Wbburn, Prospect I f i l l , N&rblehead, 
Lynn, and Wakefield. F r ink was born in Woodstock, Vermont, on ^ ^ i l 18, 
1833. Fran age nine to age f i f t e e n , he worked on a farm and then moved to 
Windsor, Vermont, to learn carpentry. By age 21 he was studying architecture 
i n the Worcester o f f i c e of Elbridge Boyden, archi tec t of Mechanic's H a l l 
there. Fr ink came to Boston i n 1857 to work as a draftsman on the Minot Ledge 

#• ' • . 
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Lighthouse. In 1860, a f t e r a tour of Barope, he opened o f f i c e s at 20 State 
Street, Boston. F r ink designed a nunber of Boston bui ldings including a 
leather fac tory i n Jamaica P l a i n , a group of Queen Ame conmercial bui ldings 
i n Boston's Leather D i s t r i c t , and numerous residences, row houses and 
apartment bui ldings i n HojdDury. 

Qa the o r i g i n a l l o t i s a masonry elementary school constructed i n 1934 and 
designed by F&y, Spofford and Thorndike engineers, vAiich i s not included 
w i t h i n the boundaries of the present nomination. I ts presence on the s i t e 
does not detract frcxn the s ignif icance of Abbotsford; rather , i t confirms the 
practice of large lo ts being more intensely u t i l i z e d fo r various publ ic 
purposes. 
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10. Geographical Data - " 

The bounds o f the nominated property were drawn to include a l l of the 
Abbotsford bui ld ing and i t s immediate surroundings while excluding the David 
A. E l l i s Elementary School (constructed 1934) tha t stands on the same parce l , 
described in Suffolk 9500/53. See attached assessors map. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage . •• ' 
Executive Director 
Stale Historic Preservation Officer t ..^ 

April 27, 1987 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull, 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the following nomination forms: 

Athol, Athol Historical Society Museum, 1307 Main Street. 

Boston (Roxbury), Abbotsford, 300 Walnut Avenue. 

Brockton, Brockton Edison Electric Illuminating Power Station, 70 School 
Street. 

Cambridge(Cambridge MRA Amendment), Harvard Graduate Center, 10-26 Everett 
Street. This is a resubmission. Corrections have been made. 

Westborough, West Main Street Historic Dis t r ic t , Blake, Church, Fay, Grove, 
Heath, West Main, Milk Parkman, Phi l l ips , South, West and Whitney Streets 
(233). Park Building, 32 Main Street, HPCA #10305MA and Henry Block Building, 
9-17 South Street, HPCA #10409MA. 

Winchendon, 01 d C en ter H is tor ic Di s t r i c t , roughly bounded by Old County, 
Baldwinsville. Hale and Teel Roads. " 

All have been voted e l ig ib le by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were not if ied of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

RECEIVED 

MAY 4 1987 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg (J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Slate Historic Preservation Officer 

July 29, 1987 

I 
"̂1 Carol Shu l l , Keeper 

National Register of Historic Places . M 
Department of I n t e r i o r - * j 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 .t •• ' i 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 ' ; 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed please f i nd s ix nominations that were returned to the MHC fo r 
technical and substantive correct ions. The fo l lowing nominations are enclosed: 

t--goston (Roxbury), Abbotsford, 300 Walnut Avenue 
Brockton, Brockton Edison Electr ic I l luminat ing Company Power Station 
Richmond, Nichols-Sterner House 
Westminster, Ahijah Wood House, 174 Worcester Road 
Westminster, Nathan Wood House, 164 Worcester Road 

Winchendon, Old Centre Histor ic D i s t r i c t , . 

A l l correct ions have been made. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friecberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

Enclosures 
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80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 
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