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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Located dong a dretch of Main Street between Parsonage and PAmer roads, the Plympton
Village Areais alinear village that includes agpproximeately twenty buildings surrounding the
Plympton Green. Though primarily residential, the buildingsin the areainclude the town

library, the Plympton Town House (town offices, formerly a schoal), the Plympton Fire House,
the Firgt Congregationa Church, and agtore. In addition to the green, the Plympton Village area
includes two other significant landscgpes Hillcrest Cemetery, the oldest burial ground in town,
and the First Congregational Church cemetery.

The Plympton Village areais characterized by relatively level topography, though the northem
end, including Hillcrest Cemetery, features some gentle hills. Maturetreesline Main Stret, ad
the buildings exhibit asimilar scdle of one-and two-story buildings, most of which are set back
about 15 fromthe sreet. The predominant architectura style is Greek Revival, reflecting the
areds primary period of development in the mid-19"" century, athough Georgian, Federd,
Quemn Anne, and Colonia Revival gyles are <o represented.

Located on the eest Sde of Main Street and dretching from Mayflower Road north to Hillcrest
Camaay, the Plympton Green (MHC #901, 1702, Photos# 2 and 4) sarves as the focal point of
the Plympton Village area. Occupying two acres, the Plympton Green is along, narrow swath of
grassy, open goace. Vegetation conssts of afew dozen deciduous trees, mostly located dong the
green's perimeter. Two rows of trees are planted on the green'swestem edge, buffering the
green from Main Street and forming an dlee. Stretches offiel dstonewalls and split-rail wooden
fences sgparate the eedtern edge of the green from some of the residential properties that aout it.
Accessto these homesis provided by four rights-of-way, finished with gravel, which cut through
the green. Plympton Green was part of 30 acresthat were surveyed and laid out in 1702 for use
by the ministry and as aburying ground and military training green. The church sold all but the
green and burying ground by 1843 (Sherman 1907:3, 7; Wright: 1973:23, 111). The dimendons
of the Plympton Green have remained essentidly the same since that time.

Severd objects and dructures are located on the Plympton Green. The Bandstand (MHC #904,
ca 1920) islocated a the southern end of the green. The octagond ,fiel dstonebeseis topped
with awood-shingled cupola (erected in 2000) supported by eight wood, Doric columns. Access
isprovided viaa st of sone degpson the eest Sde of the Banddand. Bronze plagques
commemorating thase who served inWorld War |, World War 11, the Korean War, and Vietham
ae s into the Bandgand'sfieldstonebase. The plagues dedicated to veteransof the world wars
include names of all of thase from Plympton who served.

(continued)
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The Grange Pump (MHC #906, 1911) is located just to the southwest of the Bandgtand. It
conddsof aniron water pump with a concrete trough, on which the words "PLY MPTON
GRANGE /1911" ae inscribed.

The Civil War Soldiers Monument (MHC #902 , 1889), located north of the Bandstand,
features thefigureof asoldier sanding aop a granite bese on which isinscribed the following:
"ERECTED / BY THE LADIES' / MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION / OF PLYMPTON / TO
COMMEMORATE THE / DEEDS OF HERLOYAL SONS/WHO IMPERILED THEIR
LIVES/ FOR THE PRESERVATION / OF THE UNION / 1861 1865." Low granite curbing,
which sourcesindicate was ingtdled around 1894, surrounds the monument (Wright 1973:27).

The Deborah Sampson Boulder (MHC #903, 1906) is located further north on the green. The
large, granite boulder includes abronze plague which reedsas follows: "IN HONOR OF /
DEBORAH SAMPSON / WHO FOR LOVE OF COUNTRY SERVED / TWO YEARSAS A
SOLDIER IN THE/ WAR OF THE REVOLUTION / SHE WAS BORN IN PLYMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS/ DECEMBER 17, 1760/ THISMEMORIAL ERECTED BY THE/
DEBORAH SAMPSON CHAPTER / DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION /
OF BROCKTON AND THE TOWN OF PLYMPTON / 1906."

A ded Fagpole (MHC #905, late-twentieth century) is sited to the north of the Deborah
Sampson Boulder. Research indicates that this modem pole may have replaced an
approximatdy 90 ft-tall, wooden pole that was erected by the Ladies Memorial Association
aound 1895 (Wright 1973:27; Wright 1981:43).

The north edge of the Plympton Green abutsHillcrest Cemetery (MHC #3801, 1706, Photo #10)
a Main Stret and PAmer Road. Now covering 14 acres of gently doping terrain
(approximately six acresof which contain buria plots, the remainder being woodland), Hillcrest
Camday was included inthe 30 acres st asdefor use by the ministry and as atraining green
and buria ground in 1702, but probably did not recaive itsfirst burial until around 1706
(Sheman 1907:7; Plympton 275" Anniversary Celebration 1982:3).

The southern, triangular section of the cemetery - particularly the areaacross the dreet from the
Plympton Public Library - contains the oldest burials, and over 500 donessurvive. A cut granite
wall runs aong the west and south edges, while the eestem boundary is delineated by a
fieldstone wall. Thisareahas predominantly date heedsones dating fromthe 18* and ealy-19*
centuries, many of which display skull and wings and willow-and-um motifs, laid in rough rows
and facingwest. With the notable exception of the Wright family plot, located a the southem

(continued)
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end of the cemetery, there are very few family plots. The Soule family tomb occupies the
southwest corner of the cemetery. Vegetation in this section of the cemetery islimited to a few
attered evergreen trees. There are three pededirian entrances. one near the oldest burids
(acrossthe dreet from the Library) and two on the southem edge, providing aoccess from the
green. The entrance acrossfrom the Library and the eesernmaogt entrance on the southem edge
ae marked with iron gates.

Theburia ground was expanded just before 1900 and again around 1905, and it became known
& Hillcrest Cemetery, aname that isnow applied to the entire burial ground (Wright 1973:58;
Wright 1977:194). The northern section of the cemetery isdivided into four quadrants by dirt
drives that provide three entrancesfrom Main Strest. Thetwo southem entrances are marked by
wood gates Afieldstonewall runs adong the west edge of the cemetery, buffering it fromMain
Street. A boulder, inscribed with "HILLCREST / 1706" islocated aong this edge, midway
between the two gated entrances.

Generdly, buridsin the southwest quadrant datefrom the late 19" to early-20™' centuries. Those
in the southeedt quadrant are mostly from the mid-20* century. The northwest quadrant contains
graves from the mid- to late-20* century, while the most recent burials are concentrated in the
northeest quedrant.

There are hundreds of grave markers, most of which are granite heeddones There are severd
family plotswith monuments and afew flush markers are located among the more recent burids.
Two unmarked tombs, which gppear to dateto the 19* century or earlier, are located in the
northem section of the cemetery. Oneis dted a the north end of the eestem path. The other is
located a the edge of the original burial ground, and is probably the former town tomb.

Research suggeststhat the tomb may have been moved from alocation doser to Main Stregt in
the early 20¢ century, though thisis unconfirmed (Wright 1973:57). Vegetation in this section of
Hillcrest Cemetery conddts primarily of scattered evergreen trees and shrubs, though some
deciduous trees are located dong the perimeter wall.

Diagonaly northwest of Plympton Green a the intersection of Main Street and PAmer Road is
the former Central School, 5 Palmer Road (MHC #88, 1935, Photo #11) which currently
sFarves as the Plympton Town House (municipal offices). The Centra Schooal is Stuated on a
graded terrace above the level of PAmer Road. Thebuilding is sat back from the roadway and
the front door is gpproached by ast of done degps. A large paved parking areaon the south sde
provides direct access to the building. A wooden ramp on the north sde provides some degree
of barrier-free acocess

(continued)
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The school wes originally designed as a one-story T-shgped structure with red brick walls, large
multi-pane (6/6) windows, and intersecting hipped roofswith alouvered cupola centered onthe
ridge. The double-leaf front entrance is st within adouble classcad surround. The semi-
elliptical main pediment extends through the roofline and is supported by engeged pilasters. The
outer surround endoses a smdler broken pediment and pilagters that frame the main doors.

The original building measured 51 by 71 feet and hed four main dassoomsonthe 1 floor. The
finished basament was set half above grade with large multi-pane windows providing natura
light to the basament playroom. The basament dso held the lavatories, a kitchenette, and
mechanica equipment. In 1955, the school was expanded to the west with two large gable-
roofed additions with meta industrial-stylewindows. A one goryflat-roofedaddition a the
southwest comer and afl at-roofedcanopy over the south entrance were added later. The school
was vacated in 1973 and converted to municipal offices in 1975. Just south of the Tovra House
isanew fire station (MHC #87) ds0 erected in 1975.

The next building south on the west Sde of Main Street isthe Plympton Public Library at 248
Main Street (MHC #77, ca. 1905), located across the sreet from Hillcrest Cametery. Designed
by R.L. Young, a Boston architect, and buih by E. Laurence Grover of Halifax (MA), the 1-
dory, 3-bay, Colonia Reviva-stylebuilding is comprised of a rectangular main block with a
granite foundation and alarge, rear addition built during arenovation in the early 1990s, which
restson a concrete foundation. The entire building is shesthed with wood clgpboard and topped
with an asphdt-shingled hip roof, pierced by asingle, brick chimney. Windows are primarily
fixed sash. A bay window, containing five sagh, islocated on the north elevation of the main
block. Other notable features include the center entry on the eadt elevation of the main block,
which hes apedimented gable and Doric columns; this entry was filled in during the 1990s
renovation.

Immediatdy to the south isthe First Congregational Church Parsonage at 252 Main Street
(MHC #78 , 1853-1854). A 1-dory, Greek Reviva-style Cgpe, the building is comprised of an
east-facing, rectangular main block with an ell extending to the south. The resdence features
wood-clgpboard siding; asde-gable, asphdt-shingled roof; two brick chimneys, and a
continuous, shed-roof dormer on the eest dope of the roof Windows are primarily 6/6, double-
hung szeh. The primary entry is located in the center bay of the main block and features an
entablature, pilagters and sidelights. The building was rotated to face Main Street in the 19805
a which time it was placed on anew, concrete foundation (A History of the First Congregationd
Church 1998:27, 45).

(continued)
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The First Congregational Church at 254 Main Street (MHC #18, 1830, Photo #5) islocated
to the south of the parsonage. Built in 1830 by Whittemore Peterson of Duxbury, the Gresk
Revivd-style building rests on agranite foundation and isclad in vinyl siding. The asphdt-
shingled, front-gable roof istopped with abell tower and spire, built after an earlier Segple was
toppled by Hurricane Carol in 1954. The main entry is located in the center bay of the 3-bay
falade, and features aporte-cochere, built around 1903, supported by wood columns on sone
beses Pared corner pilasters and afully returned cornice characterize the main facade.
Brackets are located under the eavesof the north and south elevations. Windowsinclude 1/1,
double-hung replacement sash, as well as full-height, round-arched windowson the north and
south devations and afanlight in the gable peek of the main faBade. A large, L-shaped wing
extends off the north eevation of the church, the result of two additions: one in the 1980s and
ancther in 1998 (A History of the First Congregational Church 1998:17, 27, 32; Wright
1973.76).

The First Congregational Church Cemetery (MHC #800, ca. 1850, Photo #6) is located onthe
rear ot immediately west of the church. Occupying about two acres and owned by the Town,
the cemetery wias established around 1850, with the first burial occurringin 1856 (Wright
1973:57-58). Afieldstonewall runs dong the cemetery’'s north, west, and south boundaries.
There are no established drives or pathsin the cametery, though an informal grass path runs
adong the southem edge. Gravemarkers date mostly from the 1860s through the 1910s and are
primarily of granite and marble. Family plots are usudly demarcated by granite curbing, ad
monuments, such as obelisks, are common. Vegetation conssts mostly of evergreen trees ad
shrubs, though some deciduous plants are aso present.

Located to the south of the church isthe Gilbert H. Randall House at 260 Main Street (MHC
#79, ca. 1890). The 1-gory. Queen Anne-style resdence retson abrick foundation. The
building is clad in wood dagpboards and shingles arranged in afish-scal epattem. Thecross
gable roof is sheathed in date and topped with two brick chimneys. Windows are mostly 1/1,
double-hung replacement sash, though 10-light casameant windows are d o present. The main
entry features apedimented porch. Two outbuildingsare located on the property: alarge, 1-
gdory, 19th-century barn and amodern, 1-tey garage

Immediately to the south isthe Zacheus T. Parker House at 264 Main Street (MHC #80, ca
1850). The 1-dory, 3-bay, Greek Reviva-style houserestson a granite foundation, is sheethed
in wood shingles and hes a front-gable, agphat-shingled roof and two brick chimneys. The main
facade is characterized by afully returned comice with awide entablature and comer pilagters.
The recessad main entry, which islocated in the third bay, hes abroad entablature and sddights.

(continued)
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Windows are primarily 6/6, double-hung sseh with louvered exterior shutters. The north and
south dopes of the roof each have asingle, gabled dormer. A modem, atached garege is
connected to the rectangular main block by asmadl ell on the north devation. A modem €ll
extends of f the rear (west) of the building.

Further south on Main Street isthe Z.T. Parker Store at 266 Main Street (MHC #81, 1893).
The 2-gtory, 3-bay building features a granite foundation, variegated wood shingle and dagpboard
sding, and an agphdt-shingled hip roof with one brick chimney. The main entry islocated in the
center bay of the eadt faBade, and is housed beneeth aporch that dretchesthe width of the
building and features wood columns and asmplerailing. The double-leaf entranceis topped by
atransom window andflankedby large, multi-pane fixed-sashwindows. A one-gtory, former
outbuilding a the rear of the lot has been converted to a resdence.

Immediately to the south is the Randall Shoe Shop at 268 Main Street (MHC #82, ca. 1875,
Phato #7). The south section of the building, which istopped by a Sde-gable roof, was built
aound 1875 to sarve as a shoe shop; soon after, the budness expanded and the building was
extended to the north, with the addition of the mansard-roof section (Wright 1981:359). The
entire sructure rexs on a granite foundation and is clad inwood shingles. Two brick chimneys
pierce the agphat-shingled roof Windows are primarily 6/6, double-hung, replacement sseh.
Two entrances, largely unadomed, are located onthe eest faBade. A garageislocated a therear

of the property.

Union Hall / Grange Hall at 270 Main Street (MHC #20, 1852} islocated a the northwest
corner of Main and EIm dreats. Sat back gpproximately 30' from Main Stredt, the 2-gory,
Gresk Reviva-gyle building hes a granite foundation, clgpboard sheathing, and a front-gable,
asphat-shingled roof with afully retumed comice. Each eevation exhibitsawide entablature
and comer pilasters. The main entrance islocated in the center of the 3-bay feBade; it is
recessed, with double doors and a surround that festures awide entablature and pilasters. The
long, narrow window openings are filled with 12/12, double-hung sash. A triangular window is
located in the gable pesk on the main faBade.

At the southwest comer of Elm Sireet and Main, acrassfrom Union Hall isthe Reverend John
Briggs House at 1 EIm Street (MHC #21, ca 1801). Therectangular, 2-story, 5-bay, Georgian-
dyle resdence faces north. It hes agranite foundation, clagpboard siding, and an agphdt-shingled
hip roof with two brick, interior end chimneys. The main entry islocated benegth ahip roof
porch supported by paired columns, in the center of the north faGade. The entrance isflankedby
pilasters. Windows are primarily 6/6 and 2/2, double-hung sash.

(continued)
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A smadll, rectangular, 1-dory building islocated just to the south of the Reverend John Briggs
House, & 274 Main Street (MHC #84, early to mid-19th century). Probably a former
outbuilding to the Briggs House, the structure features wood-shingled siding, an asphalt-
shingled, front-gable roof, and an entry located in the center of the 3-bay-wide eest faBade. Two
fixed storefront windows flank the entry a thefirst floor of the mainfaBade; awindow with 2/2,
double-hung saeh is located over the entry, in the gable peak.  Architectural omamentationis
limited to the building's plain cornerboards.

Located to the south, a the northwest comer of Main Strest and Parsonage Road, isthe Joshua
V. Peck House at 2 Parsonage Road (MHC #85, ca. 184, Photo #3). The Quean Anne-dyle
resdence is 1 Vi -goriestall, retson abrick foundation, is sheethed in wood clgpboards, and
features afront-gable roof clad in agphdt shingles. Theroof has comice retums and is pierced
by asingle, parged-brick chimney painted with the date"1894." The main entry islocated on
the south faBade, within ahip-roof porch supported by turned pogts and eave brackets. Windows
ae 2/2 and 1/1, double-hung sash. A gable dormer is located on the eest dope of theroof The
property includes asmall, one-story, front-gable outbuilding (MHC #85, late-19th century),
probably aformer blacksmith shop that iscurrently ussd as abasket shop.

At the south end of Plympton Green, the Nathaniel S Lucas House at 277 Main Street (MHC
#23, ca 1840) dands a the southeest corner of Main Strest and Mayflower Road. The 1-dory
Cape hes anorth-facing, rectangular main block with a 1-dory ell extending off the eest
eevation. Thebuilding iscladin wood shingles and dgpboard siding. The Sde-gable roof is
sheathed in asphdt shingles and features asingle, brick center chimney. The main entrance is
located in the center bay, is acocessed by granite steps, and isflankedby siddlights. Window
openings feature 6/6, double-hung saeh. A continuous, shed-roof dormer runs aong the north
dope of theroof and contains five windows. A wood-shingled outbuilding, in poor condition, is
located to the south of the resdence.

TheMartin Perkins House at 4 Mayflower Road (MHC #24, ca. 1820} islocated on the lot
immediatdly to the eed, facing north on Plympton Green. The 2-gtory, 5-bay, Federd-gyle
resdence condgts of arectangular main block with ahip roof and agable-roofed el that extends
off the rear (south) elevation. The building isclad in wesathered wood shingles and features
samplewood comerboards. The mainentry islocated in the center bay of the north faBade, and
hes awide entablature, pilasters, and sidelights. Three brick chimneys pierce theroof Windows
ae primarily 6/6, double-hung saeh; those onthefirst floor have drip cgps. A 19*-century,
wood-shingled, front-gable barn is located to the south of the resdence. Severd large, mature
trees are located along Mayflower Road, a the property's northern boundary.

(continued)
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Located a the northeest comer of Main Street and Mayflower Road, the J. T. Ellis- L. B.
Parker House at 271 Main Street (MHC #83, ca. 1850} isa M2 -gtory, 5-bay, Victorian
Edlectic-style building that fronts the Plympton Green. In addition to the rectangular main block,
the building includes an extensive rear ell. Clad in wood shingles and clgpboards, the resdence
restson agranite foundation and is topped by a Sde-gable, agphat-shingled roof with two brick
chimneys. A center-bay, gabled dormer dominates the main (west) faGade. Themainentry is
located in the center bay and features sddights and aflat-roof porch supported by smple wood
poss Windows are mostly 2/2, double-hung seeh. A bay window is located on the south
eevation of themainblock. The resdence occupies alarge lot that is currently ussd as ahorse
farm. Severd outbuildings are located a the rear of the property, not eadly visible from the
public way along Plympton Green.

TheWilliam H. Soule House at 263 Main Street (MHC #19, 1843) islocated immediatdly to
the north. The 2-gory, Greek Reviva-style building is sheathed in wood shingles and dagpboard
and istopped by an asphdt-shingled, front-gable roof with two brick chimneys. The main entry
islocated in thethird bay of the 3-bay-wide west faBade, beneath afull-width, hip-roof porch
supported by wood, Doric columns. Itisflankedby sdelights. Windows are mostly 6/6,
double-hung sash with louvered shutters. A triangular, multi-pane window islocated in the
geble peek. Granite posts a the west boundary presumably mark the location of aformer fence
that separated the property from the Plympton Green.

To the immediate north isthe 2-gtory, Greek Reviva-style George Sherman House at 259
Main Street (MHC #22, ca. 1845, Photo #9). The rectangular, 3-bay-wide main block hes an €l
extending off the reer (eest) elevation. The main block rests on a granite foundation, is sheathed
in vinyl sding and istopped by an agphdt-shingled, front-gable roof with afully retumed
cornice and asingle brick chimney. Corner pilagters provide architectural omament. The main
entry islocated in the first bay, and is characterized by awide entablature and pilagters.
Windows are 6/6, double-hung saeh. Two wood-shingled bams are located to the south of the
resdence. Fiddstone walls demarcate the north and east property boundaries.

The northernmost residence fronting the Plympton Green isthe Reverend Ezra Sampson

House at 255 Main Street (MHC #17, late 18th century. Photo #12). Reportedly dating from
around the time of the Revolutionary War and featuring a granite soop inscribed with the date
"1776," the rectangular, 2-gtory, 5-bay-wide, Georgian-gyle resdenceisthe earliest extant
building in the Plympton Village Area. It ress on afiel dstonefoundation, features exterior walls
clad in wood shingles and istopped by an asphdt-shingled, sde-gable roof with alarge, brick,
center chimney. The mainentry islocated in the center bay and has apedimented gable with

(continued)
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dentils, atransom window and fluted pilasters. Windows are primarily 12/12, double-hung saeh
with louvered shutters. The property includes three wood-shingled outbuildings, among them a
large, ca 1740, front-gable barn that was moved to the property from Lake Street in Kingston in
the mid-1980s and smdll potting shed that was moved from across the greet (260 Main &) ad
expanded about 1990. Severd mature trees dot the property.

Non-contributing buildings with the Plympton Village areaae generdly smal wood-frame
garages built after the period of significance. The only mgor non-contributing building isthe
Plympton Fire House (3 PAmer Rd.), aone-story maintenance and officefacility congmcted in
1975 between the Town House (Center School) and the Library. Thefirehouseis sat badk from
the road and isnot highly visible. The only visua intrusionsin the Plympton Village areaae
dandard highway accessories such as dreet lamps and Sgnage.

Beyond the boundary of the Plympton Village historic district, the development pattem condsts
primarily of low-density suburban resdences and smdl-scade commercid gtrips. The area north
of thedistrict dong Main Strest and PAdmer Road is characterized by modern single-family
homeson large lots intergoersed with severd older houses The new DPW heedguarters on
Pdmer Road and the Old Town House (now the Plympton Historical Society) on Main Stret are
the mgjor public buildings outsde the district.

To the eest dong Mayflower Road, the pattem of modern single-family suburban deved opment
continues dong with severd large tracts of farmland. To the south, the intersection of Main
Road and Parsonege Road is marked by a small modem gasoline station, anew one-story post
office building, and asmal commercid strip. To the west dong ElIm Street, scattered single-
family homes predominate.

The pattern of deveopment beyond the immediate vicinity of Plympton Village is severdy
congrained by the extensive wetlands in town and the continued cultivation of cranberry bogs
The mgor threatsto the preservation of Plympton Village would ssam to come from the
encroaching commercia development a the south end of the district and the potential for
highway widening or other improvementsalong Main Stregt (Route 58).

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are recorded in the proposed district, Stesmay be

present. One Ste has been identified in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta

characteridtics of the district represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to
(continued)
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wetlands) that are generdly favorablefor the presence of Native Stes. Most of the district
includes level to moderately doping upland terraces and other terrain with the northem and
northeestem portions of the district located within 1,000 feet of wetlands. Soilsin the district are
usudly well drained, very sony, and formed inglacia till. Wetlands include unnamed tributary
dreamsof the Winnetuxet River, svamplands, and apond. Stony soils may adversdy affect the
dte sengtivity of the district. Given the above information and the Sze of the nominated area
(60 acres), amoderate to high potential exigs for locating ancient Native American resources in
the district.

A high potentia aso exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district.
Structura evidence may survive from the town's first three meetinghouses (1695-98, 1714,
1772) all located on the green. The green miay aso contain archaeologica evidence of the
liberty pole; erected on the green in 1774, the Town pound, stocks, and armory. Stmcturd
evidence from abam and post molds from afence line associated with Jonathan Parker
resdence, town minister from 1731 -76, may survive a the northem end of the green. Stmctura
evidence may ds0 survive from agore, post office, and school, no longer extant and originally
located on the eedt Sde of the green. Structura evidence may exist from a chapd built in 1836
then demolished in the 1980sor 1998 when additions were congructed for the First
Congregationa Church (1830) a 254 Main Street. At the Hillside Cemetery, stmctural evidence
may exist from the Town Tomb, moved in the early 1900sand hearse house, aso moved about
the same time. Unmarked burials may survive a both the Hillcrest Cametery (1706) and the
First Congregationd Church Cemetery (ca. 1850). While no residential sites have been
identified in the district, Stesmay exist. The areaaround the green was alocus of settlement
beginning in the late 17* and early 18* century. Stmcturd evidence may exist from early
farmsteads and resdences originally located in this areabut no longer extant. Most of the
exigting properties in the district are represented on the 1857 Walling Atlaswith resdences
around the green dating from the late 18* through late 19* centuries. Historical research
combined with archaeologica testing may locate additional resdences, presently undocumented,
that survive as archaeologicd stesfromthe late 17* through 19* century period. Stmcturd
evidence of bams, outbuildings, and archaeologica evidence of occupationd related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) may exig with the many extant buildings in the district and &
archaeologica Stes.

(end)
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8. NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Plympton Village Historic District in the center of Plympton isalinear village centered on
an higtoric common and flanked by an historic burial ground. The areaand the buildings retain a
high degree of integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and
asociation, fulfilling Criteria A and C of the National Regider a the local level.

Under Criterion A, the District hes sarved as afocal point for the Town since its earliest days of
European settlement. At the District's center lies the Plympton Green, alinear strip of common
land established in 1702, five years before Plympton's incorporation as aTown. The Green
saved first as aburying place and military training ground, and housed the first meetinghouse (c.
1695-1698). By the 20* century, it had become a commemorative goace, holding the Civil War
monument, Veterans Memorial, bandgtand, and a the northemmost end, a 14-acre cemetery.
Throughout the 18", 19”* and 20* centuries, religious, civic, commercial, and resdentia
properties developed around the Green, including the First Congregationa Church and Cametery
(1830), Parsonage (1853-54), Plympton Public Library (1905), Center Schoal (1935) and the
Hrehouse (1975).

Under Criterion C, the District contains intact buildings and landscgpesfromthe 18 19* ad
20* centuries and exhibits an array of architectura and landscgpe architectura syles, as well e
many fineexamples of funerary art. While the Greek Reviva syle predominates (reflecting the
period of grestest prosperity), the aread 0 contains buildings reflecting the Georgian, Federd,
Quen Anne, Second Empire, and Colonid Reviva syles. Thetree-lined, long, linear form of
the Plympton Green typifiesthe design of commons in many New England towns. The
monuments and carvings of both the Hillcrest and First Congregationd Church Cameteries
display the materids of the loca environment as well as the work of notable local sonecarvers.

CRITERION A: PATTERNS OF HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Originaly apart of Plymouth, present-day Plympton received its first European settlers
sometime between 1670 and 1680. In 1695, the western precinct of Plymouth, which included
present-day Plympton and Carver, was edablished. Forty-fivefamiliesresded in the precinct a
the time. Plympton was incorporated as a sgparatetown on June4, 1707. The Town's Szewas
reduced on various occasonsinthe 1700sand 1800s, through setting of f land to form the
neighboring towns of Kingston, Halifax, Middleborough and Carver.  Plympton achieved its
current configuration in 1863, when the boundary with adjoining Halifax wasfinalized(MHC
1981:1; Sherman 1907:3-4; Wright 1973:23).

(continued)
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In the 17 and 18* centuries, Plympton's economic bese was primarily agricultura, and early
white settlements concentrated aong Brook and Crescent dregts and in two primary nodes
located in North Plympton and around the Plympton Green. Topographica congraints
discouraged significant changesin Plympton's road sysem, which hes changed little from the
end of the 1700s to the present day. For example. Main Street, which bisects the Plympton
Village Area, probably served as the primary north-south route during the Contact Period (1500
1620), as it does today. Consequently, Plympton's early settlement pattem persasted through the
1800s with new development focused along existing roads.  Eighteenth and 19* -century
industria pursuits were limited and were sited mainly neaer the Winnetuxet River, located to the
south of the Plympton Green, athough some smal mills were located dong streamsin other
parts of town. Almogt al of theindustria stesin Plympton hed disgppeared by the 1920s (MHC
1981:1-3).

Colonial Period (1670-1780)

The Plympton Village Area has served as afocal point for the Town since itsearliest days of
Europeen settlement.  Shortly after the establishment of the westem precinct of Plymouth in
1695, ameetinghouse was erected on the southem end of the present-day green. Thisstmcture
waes probably built between 1695 and 1698, when a sgparae parish was organized to sarve the
resdents of the new precinct. It was replaced around 1714, when a new mestinghouse was
erected on the green. This, in tum, was replaced with athird meetinghouse, built around 1772 a
the location of the present-day Civil War Soldiers Monument. None of thesethree buildings
aurvives. A fourth meetinghouse, the present-day First Congregational Church at 254 Main
Street (MHC #18, 1830, Photo #5), acrass the street from the green, was built in 1830 (sse
below).

The Plympton Green (MHC #901, 1702, Photos #2 and 4) was etablished a atown mesting
held in Plymouth on March 16, 1702, when the town voted to s&t asde 30 acresfor use by the
ministry and as amilitia training green and buria ground. Thisland was surveyed by William
Shurtleff and Samud Sturtevant on April 23, 1702. (Of thesethirty acres, all but thetraining
green and buria ground was sold by the parish during aperiod offinancialtroublein 1843)) In
1706, an acre of land was deared by Benjamin Soule and Issec Cushman to cregte a burying
ground (Hillcrest Cemetery, MHC #801, 1706, Photo #10). Burias began soon after,
concentrated in the portion of the cemetery located neer the intersection of present-day Main
Street and PAmer Road (A History of the First Congregational Church 1998.7-11; Sherman
1907:3, 7, Wright 1973:23, 57). The cemetery features numerous heedgones carved by

(continued)
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Nathaniel Fuller and the Soule family, Plympton resdents (Benes 1969; Forbes 1989:85-86).
Mogt are date dabsfeaturing a semi-circular tympanum, though round-arched and rectangular
dabsae dso present.  There are numerous sones carved by Nathaniel Fuller, including those of
William Coomer (d. 1741) and Elizabeth Parker (d. 1743), as well as by Ebenezer Soule (1710
1792), aPlympton native.

In the 18* century, the Plympton Green served many purposes. Asnoted above, Plympton's first
three medtinghouses were located on the present-day green. At varioustimes, the green dso
included the Town Pound and socks. An armory sood at the southem end of the green (a some
point, the building was split in half and each half was moved to Parsonage Road to alocation
outsde the Plympton Village higtoric district boundary). A Liberty Pole was erected in 1774,
neer the dte of the present-day Grange Pump. Jonathan Parker, the town minister from 1731 to
1776, cultivated the north end of the green and had abam onthe property. A fenceran dong the
west dde of his field, which extended from the present-day Civil War Soldiers Monument to the
buria ground (Sherman 1907:7; Wright 1977:417; Wright 1981:41).

In the late 1700s, the Reverend Ezra Sampson House at 255 Main Street (MHC #17, late 18*
century. Photo #12) was erected by the town's new minister on the eest Sde of the green. This
wes the first of severd resdencesto be built dong the green's eestem perimeter, and points to
the long history of homes fronting on the Plympton Green. Reverend Sampson sarved Plympton
until 1796, when he moved to Hudson, New Y ork and becamethe editor of a nevgogper (A
History of the First Congregational Church 1998.12; Bricknell 1974:8). Hewasdistantly
related to Deborah Sampson, the Revolutionary War soldier and Plympton native (b. 1760) for
whom aboulder (MHC #9033, 1906) was placed on the Plympton Green. Deborah Sampson
lived on ElIm Street (outside the district), and after marrying ¢. 1785, moved to Sharon. Ezra
Sampson and Deborah Sampson shared the same great-grand parents, 1ssec Sampson and Lydia
Sandish.

Federal Period (1780-1830)

th
Throughout the 18 century, Plympton's popul ationfl uctuatedas boundaries were adjusted and
neighboring townswere st off. The inland location and the shortage of good farmland kept the
community fairly small with apopulation of 956 residents in the 1790 censusdeclining to 861
resdents in 1800 (after the boundary with Carver was established). By 1830, the population of
Plympton was up to 920, but would fall again in 1831 when aportion of the town was annexed to
neighboring Halifax.

(continued)
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The shortage of arable land that limited colonial settlement mede Plympton more attractive to
atisans, craftsmen, and merchants who could take advantage of the town's established network
of roads and perhgps acquire home ots more chegply. A shovd factory with a water-powered
forge and triphammer on the Winnatuxet River was established in 1786 by Jonathan Parker and
operated until 1860. Thefirst of severd amdl textile mills was established in 1812 when a
cotton factory was congtructed on the Winnatuxet River south of the town center. Thetown aso
supported anumber of small gristmills and sawmills.

The Plympton Village areabegan to take on its current gpopearancein the early to mid-19*
century. Asin other Massachusetts communities during the same period, the image of the green
or common changed from aplace on which public buildings were located to that of an open
park-like goace surrounded by buildings.

The erection of the First Congregational Church at 254 Main Street (MHC #18, 1830, Photo
#5) in 1830 was probably one of the most significant deveopments of the period. Following the
separation of church and town in 1827, the church began to etablish itself as an independent
entity. Around the same time, the parishioners debated whether to repair the existing
mestinghouse, which had been built onthe green around 1772, or to erect anew facility.
Ultimately, Polly and Jonathan Perker, the son of Reverend Parker, donated alot of land on the
wes dde of Main Street and Whittemore Peterson of Duxbury was hired to erect a new
mestinghouse onthe site.

Theca 1772 medtinghouse was razed in April 1830, and constmction of the new building began
the following month. Measuring 66' x 44', the new building cost $3,364 and featured a degple
and a 1,100 pound bell, which was cast by George W. Holbrook of Medway for $386. (The
degple has 9nce been damaged and recondructed severd times: after being ssmck by lightning

in the 1850s after agde in 1928 and after Hurricane Carol in 1954.) The building was dedicated
in front of a crowd of 800 on September 29, 1830, and the first service was held on October 4 of
that year. Later dterationsincluded the addition of the entry portico in 1903, through a donation
from Maria L.H. Ferce of Middleborough, a Plympton native who provided funds for the
erection of anew Library around the same time (A History of the First Congregational Church
1998:13-19; Sherman 1907:5; Wright 1973:75-76).

Numerous resdences were built in the Plympton Green areaduring thisperiod, aswell. The first
of these was the large, Georgian-style Reverend John Briggs House at 1 EIm Street (MHC
#21, ca 1801) located a the comer of Main and EIm dreets. The resdence was built on land

(continued)
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given by the parish to Reverend Briggs when he assumed the ministry in 1801. He served as
Plympton's minister until 1807 (Bricknell 1974; Sheman 1907:6). The Rev. John Briggs
outbuilding a 274 Main Street (MHC #84, early to mid-19th century) may have been built
around the same time as an outbuilding to the Briggs House, asmall smcture gopearsin its
location on the 1857 map.

The Martin Perkins House at 4 Mayflower Road (MHC #24, ca.l820), a Federd-gyle
resdence, was built around 1820 (Bricknell 1974). Research indicates that Martin Perkins, or
possibly his heirs, retained ownership until a leest 1879; on both the 1857 and 1879 maps the
name"M Perkins' gopearsnext to the property (Walling 1857; Waker 1879). In the 1867
directory, Martin Perkins islisted as a carpenter.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

Plympton's population of 920 people in 1830 roseto apesk of 1,000 resdentsin 1855, then
stled a 804 by 1870 (after the boundary between Plympton and Halifax was adjusted in 1863).
The loca economy inthe early industrial period was still primarily based on skilled crafts ad
trades with continuing efforts to harnesslimited waterpower on smal manufacturing Sites.
Cotton and woolen mills, the Parker shovd factory and piecework shoe manufacturing were the
largest employers. The only railroad link passed through the northem part of Plympton in 1845.

By the mid-19th century, the Plympton Green arealooked much as it does today, as evidenced
by the gppearance of dmogt all of the extant properties inthe areaon the 1857 atlas (Walling
1857). The 1857 mgp showsatown center that accommodated many uses, including civic,
religious, resdential, and commercia activities.

The Nathaniel S Lucas House at 277 Main Street (MHC #23, ca. 1840} asmple Cgpe, was
built & the corner of Main Street and Mayflower Road around 1840. The 1857 mgp shows "N
Lucas' as the owner of the property; Nathaniel Lucss is listed as a blacksmith inthe 1867
directory (Walling 1857). By 1879, the property was owned by J. Lucas, presumably a
descendant of Nathaniel (Walker 1879).

Three resdences were built on the eest Sde of the Plympton Green during the mid-19* century,

and reflect the popularity of the Gresk Reviva gyle a the time. These include the William H.

Soule House a 263 Main Street (MHC #19, 1843), built in 1843. The Soule family traces its

lineage back to the Mayflower; George Soule was a passenger on the Mayflower and his
(continued)



NPS Formi 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Plympton Village Historic Didtrict
Section Number 8 Page 6 Plympton, Plymouth County, MA

grandson, Benjamin, was one of the first settlers in Plympton (Wright 1977:199-200). As
mentioned above, Benjamin Soule was one of two men who surveyed the burial ground in 1706.
Ressarch indicatesthat William H. Soule, whoislisted as a™gentleman” in the 1867 directory,
retained ownership of the property until a leest 1857 (Walling 1857). By 1879, the property hed
passd to his son, William Strobridge Soule, owner of atmnk manufacturing company in
Cambridge, who kept the property as asummer home unfil hisdeath in 1900 (Walker 1879,;
Wright 1973:137).

The Grek Reviva-style George Sherman House at 259 Main Street (MHC #22, ca. 1845,
Photo #9), located just north of the William H. Soule House, was built around 1845 by George
Sherman, acarpenter (Bricknell 1974; 1867 Directory). TheJ. T. Ellis- L. B. Parker House at
271 Main Street (MHC #83, ca. 1850, locatedjmmediately to the south of the William H. Soule
House), exhibits some Greek Reviva-style features, such as its center-bay entry with sddights.
It is shown onthe 1857 mgp as belonging to the heirsof J.T. Ellis, while by 1879 it was owned
by L.B. Paker (Walling 1857; Walling 1879).

Located immediately acrossthe dreet is another Gresk Reviva-style building, the Zacheus T.
Parker House at 264 Main Street (MHC #80, ca 1850). Labded"Z Parker” on both the 1857
and 1879 atlases, the house weas likely occupied by Zacheus Parker, atrader, who operated a
dore afew lotsto the south (see below) (Walling 1857; Waker 1879; 1867 Directory).

Union Hall / Grange Hall at 270 Main Street (MHC #20, 1852), d 0 executed in the Gresk
Reviva style, was built by agroup of resdents who objected to the Ste of the Town Hall, which
had been built in 1850 at the intersection of Main and Center dreets, north of the Plympton
Village Area. Union Hall served as acommunity gathering Soace, hosfing meetings, dances
concerts, and banquets.  Shortly after it wasbuilt in 1852, it housed the Samoset Lyceum, which
offered lectures, poetry readings, and debates. Union Hall served as aprimary school around the
turn of the 20* century. Research indicates that the Plympton Grange was mesting in the
building by a& leest 1910; the Grange purchased the building in 1926. In the late 20* century, it
sxved as an office building (1910 Directory: 51; MHC Inventory Form; Plympton 275"
Anniversary Celebration 1982:3; Wright 1973:25-26, 51; Wright 1977:78-79).

Around 1850, the First Congregational Church Cemetery (MHC #3800, ca. 1850, Photo #6)
was established, presumably due to crowding a the original burial ground at the north end of the
green; thefirst burial, that of Shadrach Standish, took place in the new cemetery in 1856 (Wright
1973:57-58).

(continued)
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The Grek Reviva-style First Congregational Church Parsonageat 252 Main Street (MHC
#78, 1853-54) was built by the church on land formerly owned by Jonathan Perker, son of the
minister. A building committee was formed on March 16, 1853, and aplan for the building,
drawn up by committee member Zacheus Sherman, was gpproved soon after. Lorenzo Miller of
Fdl River congructed the building, which was completed in the summer of 1854. According to
church records, the 25' x 35' residence was to be painted white with green shutters and plastered
throughout, and included a parlor, Sudy, nursery, buttery / pantry, a 13 x 15' porch (not extant),
three chimneys and door handles of rosewood and glass. The building gopearson the 1857 alas
of the town, a whichtime its front elevation faced the church; the building was rotated to face
Main Street and placed on anew foundation in the 1980s (A History of the First Congregationa
Church 1998:27, 43-45; Walling 1857).

Two hotels near Plympton Green offered accommodations for travelers inthe mid-19* century.
H.E. Briggs operated ahotdl a the Reverend Ezra Sampson House at 255 Main Street (MHC
#17, late 18* century. Photo #12) by a least 1856; aphoto in Eugene Wright's Tdesof Old
Aympton, Vdume | showsasign reading "PLY MPTON HOUSE / 1856 / H.E. BRIGGS!
(Wright 1977:354). This sgn remainswith the housetoday. The 1867 directory lists Herschdll
E. Briggs as a shoemaker, suggesting that he either supplemented his hotel eemingswith a
sscond job or had closed the hotel by thet time.

The 1857 mgp showsD. White's Hotdl a the Reverend John Briggs House at 1 EIm Street
(MHC #21, ca 1801). Inthe 1867 directory, Darius Whiteis listed as afarmer; he, too, may
have operated his hotel on the sde. Other establishments included a store on the west Sde of
Main Stredt, just north of Union Hall (not extant; see below), and apost office (not extant) and a
schoaol (not extant) on the east Sde of the green, just south of the William H. Soule House & 263
Main Street. Asnoted above, many of the resdencesremained inthe handsof their original
builders or their heirs.

Late Industrial Period 1870-1910

While the late industria period was not atime of rapid population growth in Plympton, it was a
period inwhichthe community began to assumeits current character. The decline in population
from 804 in 1870 to only 561 resdentsin 1910 doesnot include the gradud increase in ummer
resdents who owned or rented property in Silver Lake Grove, a summer resort established in
north Plympton by the Old Colony Railroad in 1845.

(continued)
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The loca economy continued to be basad on skilled crafts and trades, including a shoe factory
run by George Randall (sse below). In the 1890s the Randall Brothers dso pioneered the
beginnings of commercia cranberry producfion, aviable use for Plympton's many bogs ad
wetlands. The celeébration of the town's 200* anniversary in 1907 d<o renewed interest in the
Plympton Green as an important commemorétive goace

Plympton Green (MHC #901, 1702, Photos #2 and 4), the geographica focus of the community
dncethe 17+ century, continued to hold asignificant place in town. A number of improvements
to the green were undertaken by the resdents of the Plympton Village areaduring the late 19*
and early 20* centuries. According to town historian Eugene Wright, in 1871 LewisB. Paker,
resdent of 271 Main Stredt, planted a series of magple trees dong the west Sde of the green,
acoossfromZ.T. Parker's store. Soon after, George Shamean and Herschel Briggs, who lived a
259 Main Street and 255 Main Stredt, respectively, planted anumber of ms on the north end of
the green. Ash treeswere planted a the southem tip of the green by Darius White, whose hotel
wasda 1 Elm Stret, in 1873 (Wright 1981:371). A split granite perimeter wall was erected on
the south and west Sdesof the burial ground, therely demarcating the boundary between it and
the green, in the 1830s (Wright 1973:57).

In addition, severa monuments and memorias were placed on the Plympton Green during this
time period. On October 20, 1886, the Ladies Memoria Society was formed for the purpose of
erecting amonument to commemorate soldiers from Plympton who hed served in the Civil War.
Led by Mrs. William Fuller, Mrs. Z.E. Sheman, Mrs. Thomas W. Blanchard, and Miss Evelyn
Sherman, the Society erected the Civil War Soldiers Monument (MHC #902, 1839) onthe
green. The monument, which cost $1,400, was dedicated on November 20, 1889, withwar
veteransfrom the areain atendance. Eugene Wright notesthat the grounds around the
monument were laid out in the 1890s It isnot dear whether this refers to the smple curbing
that isdtill extant or whether any more daborate design was ever in place { Plympton 275™
Anniversary Celebration 1982; Wright 1973:26-27).

The Deborah Sampson Boulder (MHC #903, 1906), which commemorates the service of
Plympton-bom Deborah Sampson as asoldier in the Revolutionary War, was ingtdled by the
Daughters of the American Revolution of Brockton and the Town of Plympton in 1906 (Wright
1973:27).

The Grange Pump (MHC #906, 1911) wasingtaled in 1911, the first of three wells dug by
Grange member Levi Gordon for use by the town as a source of drinking water for resdents and
horses (Plympton Historical Commission).

(continued)
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Veterans of World War | were recognized with the erection of the Bandstand (MHC #904, ca
1920) around 1920. World War 11, Korean and Vietnam War veterans were acknowledged with
later plagues on the Bandgtand.

Around the same time, Hillcrest Cemetery at Main Street and Palmer Road (MHC #801,
1706, Photo #10) was expanded: oncewith the addition of a two-acre abandoned field to the
north just before 1900, and again in 1905, when another acrewas added. The name "Hillcrest
Ceametary” was initially given to the first areaof expanson, but is now applied to the entire
buria ground (Wright 1973:58). Research suggeds that in the early 1900s, perhaps as part of the
expanson to the north and the ensuing improvements, the town tomb was moved from agte
dong Main Strest to its current location a the perimeter of the old burying ground and the newer
section to the north. A hearse house, which Eugene Wright describes as "a blegk plain little
building" located next to the town tomb, was removed around the same time (Wright 197357,
Wright 1977:417).

Severd buildings were erected in the Plympton Village Areain the last quarter of the 19*
century. The Randall Shoe Shop at 268 Main Street (MHC #382, ca. 1875, Photo #7) was built
by George Randd | around 1875, and originally conssted of the five southernmost baysof the
present-day building. The 1879 atlas shows the building, labded "GW Randal S Shop,” in its
location just north of Union Hall (Walker 1879). Soon after he buih the shop, Randal nearly
doubled its sze with the addition of another five bays to the north, benesth amansard roof The
factory, which operated off of deam power, manufactured shoes, boots, and leggings, and
remained in busnessfor about 20 years.

As of 1902, the building was occupied by Randall Brothers, cranberry growers and trout
breeders (The Randdl Brothers were among the first cranberry growers in town, athough
Plympton's cranberry industry was never as extendve as that of neighboring towns.) Beginning
aound 1910, it was home to Bryant & Soule, a grocery sore owned by Henry Soule and George
Bryant of Middleborough and managed by W.F. Jackson (1902-1903, 1910 and 1914
Directories; MHC 1981:13; Wright 1973:21; Wright 1981:359-360).

BuiU in 1893, the Z.T. Parker Store at 266 Main Street (MHC #81, 1893) replaced an eaxlier
dore that gopearson the 1857 and 1879 maps (Walling 1857; Walker 1879). The busnesswas
operated by descendants of Reverend Jonathan Parker until 1908: first by Zaccheus Parker, and
then by his son, Zaccheus T. Parker, who had gained experience working inalarge dorein
Framingham (Wright 1981:303-305). In addifion to offering "dry goods, groceries, boots and

(continued)
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shoes" the gore functioned as a pogt office (1902-1903 Directory). Subsequent owners included
Mrs. L.F. Dickerson, postmaster from around 1910 to a least 1914 (1910 and 1914 Directories).
Most recently the building housed a gift and crafts shop.

Two resdencesinthe Plympton Village Area exhibit features of the Queaen Anne style which,
though common dsewhere in the late 19* century, was relatively rarein Plympton (MHC 1981
13). The Joshua V. Peck House a 2 Parsonage Road (MHC #85, ca. 1894, Photo #8) does not
gopear on the 1879 atlas, but is shown on amgp from 1903 (Walker 1879; Richards 1903).
Today the chimney is painted with "1894," the presumed date of constmction. From at leest

1903 to 1914, the home was owned by JoshuaV. Peck, a blacksmith and whedlwright. The
blacksmith shop was located in an outbuilding (MHC #85, late-19* century) that still dands on
the property (Richards 1903; 1903, 1906, 1910 and 1914 Directories).

The Gilbert H. Randall House at 260 Main Street (MHC #77, ca. 1890) ds0 exhibits features
typica of the Queen Anne style, such as acomplex roof line, acombination of wood dagpboard
and scdloped shingle sheathing, bay windows, and an offset entry with pedimented porch.
Research suggeststhat the house may have replaced an earlier building; a smcture gopears on
thislot in the 1857 map, but the property isempty as of 1879. By 1903, the exisfing resdence
hed been erected which, in combination with visual andyds, suggestsa constmction date of ca
1890 (Walling 1857; Walker 1879; Richards 1903). Asof 1903, the property was owned by
Gilbert H. Randall, owner of Randall Brothers cranberry growers and trout breedersa 268 Main
Siret (s2 above).

Early Modern Period (1910-1954)

Plympton's year-round population remained smal throughout the first half of the 20* century,
daying under 1,000 until 1940. The population of the town has increased steadily and
dramaticaly sncethe end of World War I1.

Smdl mills and manufacturing Stes proved not to be economicaly feasible in the 20* century,
but Plympton did become more popular as a summer retreet. Commercia cranberry cultivation
continued to increase and the production of cranberry packing barrds was a major component of
the local economy until the use of wooden boxes and plastic cartons became widespread. The
mral electrification program inthe 1920s mede e ectrica service available throughout the town.
Main Street and other major roads were paved with agphdlt for thefirst fimein the 1920s to
acocommodate automobiletraffic.

(continued)
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By the early 20* century, virtually all of the buildings induded in the Plympton Village area had
bemn condruced and the mgor landscapes - the Plympton Green, Hillcrest Cametey and the
Firg Congregational Church Cemetery - had taken on thar current form. Asin the reg of town,
little devdopment took place in the Plympton Village areain the early to mid-twentieth century;,
with two natable exceptions  the Plympton PublicLibrary at 248 Main Street and the
Central Schoal at 5 Palmer Road.

The Plympton Public Library at 248 Main Street (MHC #77, ca. 1905) was erected & the
north end of the Plympton Village Areaaround 1905, through the efforts of the Town of
Plympton Improvement Association (later the Town of Plympton Library Association) which
was formed inthe summer of 1894. Since its establishment in 1891, Plympton's library hed been
housed & the Town House With the aid of a$3,000 donafion from MariaL.H. Ferce of
Middleborough, a Plympton native, a new, $5,000 building was congtructed a the comer of
Main Street and PAdmer Road.

The Library was desgned in the Colonia Reviva style by R.L. Y oung, an architect from
Boston, and buih by E. Laurence Glover of Halifax. A Reading Room was added in 1918-1919,
but removed during arenovation and expanson in the early 1990s ("Plympton Public Library;"
Wright 1973:27-28). Early librarians included Betsy W. Sherman, who sarved from the
establishment of the library inthe Town House in 1891 until 1894; John Sherman, who oversaw
the constmcfion of the Library during histenure from 1894 to 1911; and Helen Robbins, who
heeded the library as of 1914 (Wright 1973:21, 1914 Directory).

The Central School or Plympton Elementary School at 5 PAmer Road (MHC # 88, erected
1935, Photo #11) opened in 1935 and replaced the previous system of three amdler district
sthodls (Shaw School, TovraHall School, and Stevens School). It accommodated children in
grades K-8 who were transported by bus from their homesthroughout town.

A Specid Town Meefing was caled in December 1933 to consder whether to teke advantage of
a 30% grant for new school construction offered by the Federd govemment under the National
Recovery Act. The application was not immediately successful, o the Town voted in April

1934 to proceed without Federd aid. The Plympton Library donated two acresof land and two
more acreswere purchased from Nellie Stedman and Eugene Wright.

The architect sdected for the school was Harry L. Meacham of Worcester. Charles H. Curtiss
sved as consulfing engineer. William F. Germain of Millbury (MA) was the generd

(continued)
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contractor. The WPA program provided assstance in grading the school ste and preparing the
playing fields. The loca PTA donated playground equipment in 1940.

th
While there was no new residentia constmction around Plympton Green in the early 20
century, garages (either newly-constmcted or adgpted from older buildings) became more
common. Many of the older resdenceswere retained by heirs of the original owners, including
membersof the Briggs, Parker, Peck, Sherman and Soule families. Increasingly, some properties
were occupied only in the summer.

As of 1910, Emily F. Walton and Eugene W. Briggs (from Brockton) spent summersa the
Reverend John Briggs House a 1 EIm Street (MHC #21, ca 1801) and the Reverend Ezra
Sampson House at 255 Main Street (MHC #17, late 18* century), respectively. Susen Emdine
Soule and her daughter, Mabel, remained a the William H. Soule House at 263 Main Street
(MHC #19, 1843) during the summersfrom a least 1902 to 1914. Rebecca Pakar summeed a
theJ. T. Ellis- L. B. Parker House at 271 Main Street (MHC #83, ca 1850) during the same
period (1902-03, 1906, 1910 and 1914 Directories, Wright 1973:137). Resdentsof the areaiin
the mid-20* century included membersof the Eldridge, Harriman, MacFarlane, Proctor and
Robbins families ("Han of Plympton Green 1952).

Recent higory (3nce 194)

Plympton's current population of about 2,700 resdentsisthe largest in the town's history and
reflects improvements in transportation as well as the widespread impact of suburbanization.
Although Plympton retains the fedl of asmall towTi, it has increasingly functioned as an outer
suburb for larger urban centers i n southeasten M assachusetts and northem Rhode 1dand.
Commercid cranberry bogs are still in operation, but not on the samelarge scde as in nearby
communities. The mog striking change in the landscgpe occurred in the 1970swhen hundreds
of aoresof woodland were cleared for cultivation by the Cumberland Farms company. Thetown
still hes very limited commercia activity.

After World Wer 11, the development of suburban housing and the nationwide Baby Boom
resulted inagrester number of school age children in Plympton, but most new residenfid
devdopment took place outside of the Plympton Village areas The Central School was enlarged
with agzable addition to the west in 1955, but the continued increase in Sudent populafion, the
effort to acoommodate specid nesds students and the introduction of mandatory kindergarten
resulted in the need for anew school. The Centra School was replaced by the newly-
congructed Dennett School in 1973.

(continued)
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Rather than leave the old school vacant or try to rent it, the Town voted to move the municipal
offices from the old Town House to the former Centra School in 1975. The school was
renovated in 1985, 1989, and 2000 to better suit the new use. The old Town House was rented to
the Higtorical Society for amuseum, archive, and meeting hall.

The only non-higtoric building in the Plympton Village areaiis the Plympton Firehouse at 3
Pamer Road (MHC # 87, 1975). Sa between the Library and the Town House (former Centra
Schooal), the Plymptonfirehouseis the culmination of amost 20 yearsof debate about the nesds
of the mostly-volunteer Fire Department, the best location for anew station and the cogt of
modemization. Asearly as 1950, the Fire Department was complaining a each annud Town
Mesting that itsexisting facilitieswere too smdl for dl of the department's vehicles and

equipment to be kept inside.

In 1966, Town Mesting goproved the gppointment of a committee to look into the progpect of a
new fire sation and to congder possble locations. By 1970, it had become ajoint Fire Station -
Police House Study Committee and was "working for abadly needed and adequate station.” The
Town's Capita Expenditures Committee recommended that the town addressthe nesd for anew
dementary schooal first, and then tum attention to the nesdsof the Police and Fire Departments.

In 1971, Town Mesting rgected the idea of constmcting anew combined police and fire Sation
and directed architect Kenneth F. Parry of Quincy to evduate the feasibility of remodding the
former dementary school (Central School) on PAmer Road. When the estimated cost of
converting the school to apolice and fire station camein a $73,339 that idea was rgected.

In 1973, the Fire Station - Police House Study Committee armounced that they hed rgected all
possible Stes except "the location at the reer of the paved parking areaa the old dementary
school." The 1974 Town Mesting gpproved $140,000 for construction of anewfirestafion.
Architect Kenneth F. Parry of Quincy was sdected as the designer and the Ferguson
Condruction Company, Inc. of Plympton was sdected as the Generd Contractor.

The new firehouse was occupied inthe spring of 1975 and formally accepted by the Town on
Augugt 25, 1975. The new dructure was featured on the cover of the Town's Annua Report.

The Plympton Green has changed little in the last fifty years, except for minor curbing and
drainage improvements connected to the improvement of Route 58 (Main Street).

(continued)
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Hillcrest Cemetery has dso survived with very few changesdthoughitisstill acfively usad for
burials. Aswith the green, the cematery has been marginally affected by roadsde improvements
dong Main Street (Route 58). The more dramatic effects seam to come from natura wesethering
and biologica growth that have obscured or damaeged the carvings and inscriptions on mary
dones There isdso evidence of damege a the base of many sones, most likely from mowers
and trimmers used to maintain the cemetery.

For the modt part, the residentid and institutional buildings in the Plympton Village arearetain
their historical form, materias and exhibit ahigh level of architecturd integrity. Although there
ae examples of vinyl siding, replacement windows and modem additions, the impact is not
widespread. Asin mogt communities, home ownership hes changed more rapidly in recent years
with the older Eldridge and Proctor families on Plympton Green joined by members of the Dunn,
Gilchregt, Lewis, Martin, Porter, Siegfried and Smith familiesby the 1970s (1974, 1978 ad
1980 Stret Lists).

The mogt significant dterations in the proposed district have occurred a the institutional
buildings. The First Congregational Church was expanded with the addition of aChristian
education center in the late 1980s and alarge wing housing the Parish Hall / Chepd in 1998 (A
History of the First Congregational Church 1998:27, 38; Batson). A chapd, built in 1886, was
demoalished to make room for the additions. The Plympton Library, was a0 renovated and
expanded in the early 1990s with a sympathetic new addition that doubled itsSze.

CRITERION C: SIGNIFICANT ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN

While the architectura achievements of local carpenters and buildersin the Plympton Village
aeaae often fairly modest, the work of local sonecarvers represented in the Hillcrest Cametery
is conddered quite noteworthy. Hillcrest Cemetery in Plympton, because of its great age and
continuous use, isrecognized as having one of thefinestassortments of carved grave markers in
southesdern  Massachusatts

The carvings and inscriptions in Hillcrest Cemetery represent the work of severd generations of
18* century sonecarvers and their descendants and successors. The sonesand markers o
illustrate the evolution of mortuary art and memorid syles throughout the 18* and 19* century.
The Farber Callection of Gravestone Photogrgphs a the American Antiquarian Society in
Worcester includes 31 images from Plympton representing 17 individual stones by three groups
of carvers (8 gonesby Nathanid Fuller, 6 by Ebenezer Fuller and sons, 2 by Bildad Washbum,
aswell as one by "multiple carvers').

(continued)
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The earliest, mogt prolific and best-documented stonecarver in Plympton was Nathaniel Fuller
(1687-1750). Extensive research conducted by historian Peter Benesidentified more than 300
Fuller gravestonesin cameteries throughout southeestem Massachusetts (Benes, Nathanie
Fuller, Stonecutter of Plympton, Massachusetts). Most of the Sonesare green date, quarried
locally. Although probate and land records list Fuller as housewright and mason, his fame today
is besad on his stonecarving.

Fuller's long career reflects his own skill and artistic development as well as the changing tegtes
of hiscolonial patrons. Hiscarved gravestones are dmogt dways cut in the traditional three-
lobed arched shgpewith awinged skull or deeth'shead in the tympanum a the top of the Sone
and awide geometric border enclosing the inscription. The earliest identified sones carved by
Nathanid Fuller date from 1710 to 1725 and include flat, sober motifs and compeass-bas=d
desgns Hismiddle-period donesdating from 1726 to 1740 are marked by more daborate
lettering in the inscriptionsand a more three-dimensiona representation of the desth'shead a
the top of the done. The later gonesfrom 1740 to 1750 show amore animated gpproach to
iconography and even an exploration of freehand lettering.

In Hillcrest Cametery in Plympton, Fuller'swork is represented by severd superb examples,
including the gravestone of Sarah Soul (d. 1716) with its smple skull and compass-based border
in low relief; the gravestone of Issac Cushmen (d. 1727), with a degply-shadowed border; the tall
(4 12 foot high) grave marker of Lieutenant Samud Bradford (d. 1740) with awinged degth's
heed and deeply-carved scrolled border; the gravestone of Mrs. Sarah Bryant (d. 1741/42), a
double-lobed sone with afeathered background; the gravestone of Ebenezer Lobdd (d. 1748),
with adouble scrolled border and a scrolled backdrop to the deeth'shead.  The gravestones of
LyddaKing (d. 1711), Mrs. JoannaBriant (d. 1736), and Danid Prat (died c. 1740) dso show
Fuller's digtinctive touch.

Seth Tinkham (1705-1751) of Middleborough and Carver (Massachusetts) worked in the same
time frame as Fuller and may have competed with him for commissions. Because Tinkham and
other carvers usad the samethree-lobed green date as Fuller and the sandard iconography of a
Fvere skull in the tympanum and adecorative border enclosng the inscription, further reseerch
and documentation are required to identify examples of Tinkham'swork.

William Cushman (1715-1758) of Middleborough and Nathaniel Hayward (1720-1794) of
Bridgewater and Carver represent the sscond generation of Sonecarverswhaose work survives in
cemeteries in Plympton and nearby towns. They too usad the local green date and the traditional

(continued)
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three-lobed sonewith awinged skull or deaeth'shead in the tympanum, but gradualy deveoped
amotif of more geometrica faces on the heeddones Aswith Seth Tinkham, the work of
William Cushman and Nathaniel Hayward will require further reseerch and documentation in
order to identify distinguishing features .

Ebenezer Soule (1710-1794) of Plympton began his career in sonecarving about 1754. With
five sons to follow him in the trade (Ebenezer . 1737-1811, Asgph 1739-1823, Coomer 1747-
1777, Beza 1750-1835 and Ivory 1760-1846), the influence of the Soule family of Sonecarvers
in Plympton is especidly strong. The Soulestypically used the same green date as other cavers,
but crested adistinctive iconography basad on traditional forms. The restrained winged skulls of
the early period were gradually replaced by bewigged or wild-haired heedsknown by gravestone
aficionados as "Medusa gones™” Toward the end of the 18* century, the Soule clan began
carving redistic "portrait”" heedswith curled wigs and scaloped collarsthat represented a new
and more peaceful view of the transition from deeth to etemd life.

The Soules work in Hillcrest Cemetery isillustrated by severd gravestones, including: the
gravestone of Elijah Bisbee (d. 1743) with itsdistinctively bovine skull; the gravestone of Luke
Perkins (d. 1748) with itswild-haired Medusa, the gravestone of Samud Wright (d. 1773) witha
smiling bat-winged cherub; the grave marker of Jonathan Parker (d. 1776) with an angdlic
portrait; the gravestone of Olive Soule (d. 1795) with asmiling winged cherub; and the
gravestone of the second Elijah Bisbee (d. 1804) with awinged cherub and aMemento Mori
inscripfion. The influence of the Soules extendsfar beyond southeestem Massachusetts, Snce
members of the family carried their trade inland to Worcester, Barre, and Deerfield, and to
Hinsdde in southwest New Hampshire.

Bildad Washburn (1762-1832) of Kingston and Carver was strongly influenced by the work of
the Soule family and may have leamed sone carving fromthem. Hiswork isrepresented in
Hillcrest Cemeteary by the gravestones of Gideon Bradford (d. 1793) and Captain Thomeas Loring
(d. 1795). Washbum's stones present avery cgpeble rendition of the winged portrait heed, but
without the stylistic flair of other carvers.

The evolution of mortuary art and memoria motifsin the 19* century followsprevailing artistic
trends with afocuson smpletablet gonesand obdisks, increased use of marble as a materid,
more poetic inscriptions and arefined use of romantic symbolism such as weeping willows,
dagped hands. Christian crossesand lambs. While the Hillcrest Cemetery includes many good
examples of the new Romantic style, the 18* century burial ground soneswhich illustrate early
Puritan traditions are the mogt notable resourcesin the cemetery.
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SUMMARY

The buildings, stes and smctures of the Plympton Village historic district preserve and illustrate
the long history of thetown and the significant forcesand events that have contributed to its
development. The establishment of the town'sfirst National Register Historic District around
Plympton Green will highlight the history of the community and contribute to planning for its
future.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of ancient Native American settlement in Plympton are poorly understood, any
surviving gteslocated in the town or in the vicinity of the Green could be significant. Ancient
gtesin thisareacould be important by contributing information related to Native American
subsgence and setflement activities on the coadd plain of southeastern Massachusetts and a the
heedwaters of the Taunton River drainage. While Native settlement and subdgence patternsin
the Taunton River basn are one of the better-documented river drainage basinsin Eagem
Massachusetts the heedwaters of that drainege are poorly documented. Ancient Stesin the
district may contribute important information that helps document dte type, fimction, and
variability in this areaand their relationship to larger, regiona Contact Period cores. Core aress
to the south and southwest include the Taunton River/Narraganset Bay Core with mgjor Contact
Period Native settlements at Titicut, Nemasket, and Wampanucket. The Buzzards Bay Coreis
a0 located south of the district, extending north to the Wampanucket area The North
River/Plymouth Core, Pembroke Ponds Core is aso located north and eest of the district with
major Native Contact Period Native settlements in Mattakeeset and Patuxet (Plymouth). Ancient
gtesin the district locale may contain important information that documents the presence of
Contact Period Native Core aress during earlier ancient periods and/or the development of cores
in those arees. Ancient dtesin this areamay contain information that teststhe importance of
drainage sysgem boundaries versus geographic proximity and their influence on Native American
subsgence and settlement sysems. Ancient dtesin the district may aso contain important
information related to Native lithic technologies and food procurement and processing activities.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute important
information related to the development of the Plympton Green Historic District as the center
focusof alinear village in the late 17* and early 18* centuries and the evolution of that focus in
the 20* century as a commemorative soecefor the town. Historical research combined with

(continued)
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archaeologicd survey and testing may contribute important information related to the
architecturd, socid, cultural, and economic characteridtics that typified the district and the town
during itslong period of historical development. Historical reseerch combined with
archaeologicd survey and testing may locate the exact dtesof the town's first three
medtinghouses regponsible for the ingtitutional/religious community focusthat deveoped around
the green. Structura evidence associated with eech meetinghouse may contribute important
architectura information relating to late 17* and 18* century institutional buildings, possble
patterns of adaptive reuse for consecutive smctures, and Ste integrity. Archaeologica ressarch
in the vicinity of each meetinghouse structure may dso locate facilities associated with the
activities conducted a each structure. Bams, sables, outbuildings, and occupationa-rel ated
features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist around each medtinghouse stmcture. Evidence may
exid that identity the reuse of somefacilitiesfrom one mestinghouse to the next. Stmcturd
evidence may dso exist that identifiesthe location and design of other municipal facilitieson the
green including the 1774 liberty pole, town pound, stocks, and armory. Structura evidence may
exig from achape (1886) demolished in the 1980s or 1998 when an addition was added to the
First Congregational Church. Archaeologica evidence may survivethat identifies architectura
details from the chapd and any parts of the smcture that were incorporated into the existing
church.

Higtorical resserch combined with archaeologica testing may locate unmarked buriasin the
vicinity of the Hillside Cametery (1706) and a the First Congregationad Church Cemetary (ca
1850). Identification and mapping of unmarked burials may help identify accurate boundaries
and buria patterns for eech cametery.  Unmarked graves may exist and the current pattern of
gravestones may Nnot, in every indance, represent their actua placement. Gravestones were
frequently removed from older cemeteries then later replaced, a timesindifferent locations.
Descendants of individuals a0 erected gravestones as commemorative markers after their
degths. Thisscenario has been obsarved a severa burying grounds in Massachusetts.
Archaeologica research can help identify these graves as well as later unmarked graves resulting
from stolen, damaged, and overgrown stones. Seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth century
unmarked graves may dso be present representing paupers and other unknown persons
Archaeologica research can d 0 help test the accuracy of the existing boundaries a the
cemelery. Marked bounds may not accurately represent the actud cemetery boundaries. Some
burias, possbly those of unknown persons, paupers or other indigent persons, may have
intentionally been buried outsde the cemetery boundary. Artifact distributions may adso be
present associated with funerary or memoria sarvices for specificindividuals a their time of
degth or individuals and groupings of individuals a later dates.

(continued)
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Much of the above information can be obtained through unobtmsive archaeologica research.
That is, information can be obtained by mapping artifact concentrations and the locations of
features such as grave shafts and post molds without disturbing actud skdetd remains.
Important stylisticinformation and verse can be recorded from gravestones. Remote senang
techniques of investigation might aso prove useful. Socid, cultural and economic information
relating to the 18* and 19* century Plympton settlement can be obtained in this manner,
however, more detailed sudies can be implemented through the actud excavation of buridsand
their andyss. Ogeologicd studies of individuals interred a the burial ground havethe potenfid
to offer awedth of information relating to the overal physica gopearance of thetown's
inhabitants, their occupations, nutrition, pathologies and cause of degth. Much of the
information presented above can be usad to determine the actua number of individuasinterred
a the burial ground. Documentary records and archaeologica testing can determine whether
actud human remains were moved with the gonesor if the move was commemorative only.
Commemorative graves may lack burial shafts and human remains or contain partia reburias.
The overdl context of the grave, including materia culture remains can provide information on
buria prectices, religious beliefs, economic status, family ssmcture, and numerous other topics
relafing to the individual, the overall settlement and, the Plympton society.

Historical and archaeologica research may contribute important information related to

resdentia settlement in the district and early pattemsof agricultural development.
Archaeologica evidence may survive from 17* and 18* century farmdeads that may have been
located inthe vicinity of the Plympton Green. While no archaeologicd dtesfrom this period are
known, one 18* century resdence and severd 19* century extant resdences and farmsteeds are
documented in the district. At potential archaeologica stes, ssmctural evidence of residentia
buildings may survive. Structural evidence of bams, sables, outbuildings, and evidence of
occupationd related features may survive a both archaeologica dtesand around existing 18*
and 19* century dructures in the digtrict. Identification and mapping of the dmctures and
featureslisted above may help identify the evolufion of farmdeads and residentia Stesin the
digtrict through time. Important information may aso exist that identifiesthe architectura
characteridtics of residentia and agricultura related buildings and the intemal configuration
buildings and features on farmsteads and residentia Stes. Detailed andys's of the contents of
occupationd related features may contribute important information related to the socid, cultural,
and economic characteridtics of the inhabitants in the district from the 17* through 19* centuries.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

UTM References

Point Zone Easting Northing
E 19 349500 4646200
F 19 349340 4646200
G 19 349340 4646460
H 19 349500 4646450

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Plympton Village Historic Didtrict are defmed as shown by the bold lines
marked on the atached "District Sketch Map," drawn on the Town of Plympton Assessor's Map
C3. Mapand parcd numbers are listed on the Plympton Village District Data Sheet. The
boundary includes the entire parcd of each nominated property in the district and followsrear lot
lines.

Boundary Justification

The Plympton Village Historic District includes the residentia, commercid, civic ad
commemorative properties and monuments lining the eest and west Sdesof the Plympton Green
dong Main Street inthe Town of Plympton. Thisarea, dong with one other in North Plympton,
was the primary English settlement in the town in the late 12 and early 18* century, and was
edablished as atypical Colonia linear village centered around acommon or green. The
Plympton Green and adjacent Hillcrest Cemetery dateto the earliest daysof this settlement. The
dores schoals, homes, church, and municipa buildings surrounding the Green were added
mostly in the mid to late 1800s, making Plympton a self-contained 19" century village. The
digtrict retains much of this 19" century character to this day.

The long, linear Plympton Green formsa spine through the district, and all the properties
bordering the green are included in the district.  Intersections of roadways further define the
digtrict by marking its the northern and southern edges ~ the intersection of Main Stredt,

(continued)
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Mayflower and Parsonage Roads dands a the southern end, and the intersection of Main Stregt
and Pdmer Road lies a northem end. Theseintersections provide visible and tangible points of
entry to and exit fromthe district. Visitorsknow when they are entering because they (1) e the
green, and (2) pess through a confluence of roadways.

Reer lot lines of each of the properties definethe district's eestem and westem edges. Because
Plympton was an agricultural community, severd of the properties, particularly aong the eest
ddeof Main Stredt, contain many acres of open goace, located behind the houses. Thedistrict
includes the entire parcdls, despitetheir Sze, as they reflect the history of farming in the area,

The district's one non-contributing building, the Plympton Fire House, was condructed in 1975.
Becaue it sharesaparce with the Plympton Town House (formerly the Centrd School) and
sarvesan important civic functionwithin the community, it hes been included as part of the
district.

(end)
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

#1

H#2

&

4

&

&

#10

#11

#12

The southem entrance to the district, from the intersection of Main Street (Route 58) and
Parsonege Road, |ooking north.

The Plympton Green from south of the Civil War Monument, 1ooking north.

Thecircular gravel driveleading from Main Street to properties on the et Sde of the
Green, looking northeest.

The eastern edge of the Green, lined with granite posts and Sugar Maple trees, looking
north.

The First Congregational Church (254 Main Street), looking west.

The First Congregationa Church Cemetery (254 Main Strest), taken from the southwest
corner of the Church, looking northwest.

The Randall Shoe Shop (268 Main Street), looking west.

The JoshuaV . Peck House (2 Parsonage Road), looking northwest.

The George Sherman House (259 Main Strest), looking southeest.

Hillcrest Cemetery, taken from the southern end looking north across the oldest section.

The Plympton Town House (Centra School) teken from the south side of PAmer Road,
looking south.

The Ezra Sampson House (255 Main Street) taken from the eest Sde of Main Street,
looking southeedt.
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PLYMPTON VILLAGE HISTORIC DISTRICT
PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Parcel MHC

CJ2-7 ~M.21 _ 1 EIm Street

C3-1-16" PLMM 5 Palmer Road

'03-17 3 Palmer Road
03-2-1 PLM.801 Main Street
~ N/A" '"IPLM.gor Main Street
NA PLM.902 Main Street
NA PLM.903 Main Street
N/A PLM.904 Main Street
N/A PLM.905 Main Street
N/A PLM.906 Main Street

~C3-2n" PLM.77 248 Main Street

"C3-2-14~ PLM.78 252 Main Street

C3-2-14 PLM.18 254 Main Street

C3-2-13 "PLM”"O 254 Main Street

Rev. Jotin Briggs House
Central Sctiool/Plympton Town House
Commemorative Boulder
Plympton Fire House

Hillcrest Cemetery
stone Wall
Stone Wall

Soule Tomb
Receiving Tomb
Private Tomb

Plympton Green
Sugar Maple Allee
Civil War Soldiers' Monument
Deborah Sampson Boulder
Bandstand
Flag Pole
Grange Pump

Plympton Public Library

First Congregational Churcti Parsonage
Outbuilding

First Congregational Church
Church Annex

First Congregational Church Cemetery
stone Wall

Description (all buildings frame construction

2-story, hip roof
2-story, hip roof, cupola
Boulder
1-story, hip roof, three bay

Cemetery (Photo #10)
Cut Stone Wall w/ Iron Gate
Dry-laid Field Stone Wall
Private Mound Tomb
Public Mound Tomb
Private Mound Tomb

Green (Photos #2 and 4)
5 Sugar Maple Trees (south of Bandstand)
Monument
Monument
Bandstand
Flag Pole
Pump

1-story, hip roof, cupola

1-1/2-story, side gable roof
1-story shed

2-story, front gable, steeple (Photo #5)
2-story, side gable

Cemetery (Photo #6)
Dry-laid Field Stone Wall

Page 1 of 3

c. 1801

1935

Late 20th c.

1975

1702/c. 1900/1905
c. Mid 19th 0.
€.1800
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

1702

c. 1900

1889

1906

c. 1920
Late 20th c.

1911

c. 1905

1853-1854
Late 20th c.

1830
1998

c. 1850
c. 1850

Georgian

Colonial Revival/
Georgian Revival
No Style

Colonial Revival

No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style

No Style
No
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style

Colonial Revival

Greek Revival Cape
No Style

Greek Revival
No Style

No Style
No Style

Building
Building
Object
Building

Site
Object
Object

Structure
Structure
Structure

Site
Object
Object
Object

Structure
Object
Object

Building

Building
Building

Building
Building

Site
Object

O0O000O0

O0O0000OO0

(@]

NC

NC



Parcel MHC
Number Number
C3-6-2 PLM.17

_JC36T _PLM.22

"C3"-2-i2~" PTwJ7~

" C3-6-3— "PLM/i"9

C3-2-11  PLM.80

C3-2-10 PLM™1_

~C3-2T" "~PLM"2 "

~C3T-8~' mi20

~C37-5~"1I1M!183~

C3-1-6 PLM.84

Street Address
255 Main Street

259 Main Street

260 Main Street

263 Main Street

264 Main Street

266 Main Street

268 Main Street

270 Main Street

27" Main Street

274 Main Street

Historic Name (if known, otherwise building type)

Rev. Ezra Sampson House

Barn (moved from Town of Kingston c. 1990)

Potting Shed (moved from 260 Main St)
Pool House
Pump House

George Sherman House
Barn
Shed
Shed
Shed
Stone Wall

Gilbert H. Randall House
Barn
Garage

William H. Soule House
Bamn
Granite Fence Posts

Zacheus T. Parker House
Garage
Outbuilding
Stone Wall

Z. T. Parker Store

Randall Shoe Shop
Garage

Union Hall/Grange Hall

J. T. Ellis - L. B. Parker House

Bamn
Barn
Bam
Shed
Shed
Shed

Stone Wall

Sugar Maple Allee
Wood Fence

Former Outbuilding-Rev. John Briggs House

Barn

Description (all buildings frame constructior)
unless otherwise noted)
2-story, side gable
2-story
1-story
1-story
1-story

2-story, front gable (Photo #9)
2-story, front gable
1-story
1-story
1-story
Dry-laid Field Stone Wall

2-story, cross gable
2-story, front gable
1-story

2-story, front gable
2-story
25 granite fence posts outling front and sides
of property

1-1/2-story, gable front
1-story, attached to house
1-story, hip-roof
Dry-laid Stone Wall with Granite Posts

2-story, hip roof

2-1/2-story, Mansard roof (Photo #7)
1-story

2-story, front gable

1-1/2-story, cross gable
2-story
1-story
1-story
1-story
1-story
1 -story
Dry-laid Field Stone Wall
6 Sugar Maple Trees
Wood Rail Fence

1-story, front gable
1-story

Page 2 of 3

Date
Late 18th c.
c. 1740
Late 19th c.
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.

c. 1845
c. 1845
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.
c. 1845

c. 1890
Late 19th c.
Late 20th c.

1843
Late 20th c.
Mid-19th c.

c. 1850
Late 20th c.
Late 19th c.
Late 19th c.

1893

_c.1875
Late 20th C.

1852

"cTISSO
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.
Late 19thc.

c. 1900
Late 20th c.

Early-Mid 19th c.
Early-Mid 19th c.

Style
Georgian
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style

Greek Revival
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style

Queen Anne
No Style
No Style

Greek Revival
No Style
No Style

Greek Revival
No Style
No Style
No Style

No Style

Second Empire
No Style

Greek Revival

Victorian Eclectic

No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style

No Style
No Style

Resource Type Status

Building
Building
Building
Building
Building

Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Object

Building
Building
Building

Building
Building
Object

Building
Building
Building
Object

Building

Building
Building

Building

Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Building
Object

Object

Object

Building
Building

c
NC
NC
NC
NC

c
c
NC
NC
NC
c

c
C
NC

c
NC
C



Parcel MHC
Number Number
C3-5-7 PLM.23

"chs-eN _PLM.24

C3-V5~ PLMJI5M

Street Address
277 Main Street

4 Mayflower Road

2 Parsonage Road

Historic Name (if known, otherwise building type)
Nathaniel S. Lucas House

Barn

Martin Perkins House
Barn
Shed
Shed

Joshua V. Peck House
Outbuilding

Description (all buildings frame construction
unless otherwise noted)
1-1/2-story, side gable
1 -story

2-story, hip roof
2-story
1-story
1-story

1-1/2-story, cross gable”Photo #8)
1-story, front-gable

TOTAL
Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects
Total

Page 3 of 3

0840
c. 1840

c. 1820
_¢.JB20_
Late 20th c.
Late 20th c.

C. 18%4
J e 19th c.

Contributing
25
3
4
13
45

!

Style
No Style Cape
No Style

Federal
No Style
Ng_Style
No Style

Queen Anne
No Style

Non-Contributing
22
0
0
2
24

Resource Type Status

Building
Building

Building
Building
Building
Building

Building
Building

Total
47
3
4
15
69

c

c

C
NC ~
NC

C
C
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M assachusetts Historical Commisson NN
C/O William Francis Galvin, Chairman ' ANTN
M assachusetts Ar chives Building MASS HIST COMM
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Bogon, MA 02125
Dat
Dear Sir,
Please be advised that | do nat wish to have my property at
Plympton Center listed in the National Regider.
Respectfully Youi;s.
Name
Sregt

Town, gateand zip code

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Plymouth ss November 13, 2003
Date

Then personally appeared the above name  THOVIAS F. BOWES
Before me and acknowledged that the foregoing to be hisfreeact
and dead.

(U.A-4JUi""A . NORHN

Notary Public
My Comm. Expires 96-2007



RECEIVED
M assachusats Higorical Commisson
C/O William Francis Galvin, Chairman NOV 26 AXB
M assachusatts Ar chives Building MASS HIST COMM
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Bogon, MA 02125

Date
Dear Sr,

Please be advisad that | do na wish to have my property at
Plympton Center liged in the National Regiger.
Respectfully Yours.
Name - /
Sregt

Town, ate and zip code

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Plymouth ss
Then pa sonadly appeared the above name 77/ ANN"R " ANOIN

Before meand acknomMedged that the foregaing to be hisfree act
and de=d.

n*m" R Scup” N\jtary Public
My Comm. Expires '"*LkpO 7



The Commonw*edlth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

January 4, 2007

Dr. John Robearts RECEIVED 2280

National Regiger of Historic Places

National Pak Savice JAN 2 3 A7

1201 BEye Street, NW  S" floor N -

Washi , DC 20005 REBIER G HI.
n JWNONAMRKSbHIE

Dear Dr. Roberts:

Endosad pleasefind the following nomination form:
Pympton Village HD, Plympton (Plymouth Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the Sate Review Board and has been sgned by the
State Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties in the digtrict were notified of
pending Sate Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Two letters of objection (2003) have bean received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Jon Wilhelmsen, Maxwell West, Plympton Historical Commission
Robert Vautrinot, Plympton Board of Selectmen
Martha Lyon, Gregory Farmer, consultants
Jack O'Leary, Plarming Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate. ma us/mhc



