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Completed in 1874 this 1% story rock-faced stone suburban railroad 
station has a rectangular block massing with highlighting quoins and 
a projecting center bay and intermediate dormers. The linear facade 
is seven bays with single bay ends. The projecting center bay has a 
polygonal roof peaking at a central wooden tower. On each side of 
this projecting bay is a three bay section with a center door. The 
doorways have voissoirs and smooth cut stone archway surrounds. All 
the windows also have smooth stone surrounds in the archway.

The main roof is hip with a slight overhang with brackets under 
the eaves.

Atop the building projects a pyramidal topped frame tower with 
pitched dormers.

There is a water table beneath the fenestration which also forms 
a stone sill for the windows. There is no basement as the structure 
is on a stone platform.

A photograph taken around 1900 shows that the station originally 
had an ornate cast iron cresting on the main roof and dormers. This 
picture also shows the station surrounded by a wooden canopy overhanging 
about three feet to provide protection in inclement weather. Heavy 
wooden braces between each bay cantilevered out from the stone walls 
to create this canopy. Other features now gone but extant when the 
photograph was taken are the slate roof (now asphalt) and the interior 
corbelled brick chimneys.

Save for the removal of the aforementioned detailing the exterior 
of the Tenafly Station is essentially intact and has retained its 
basic integrity. Owned by the Borough of Tenafly the station is 
currently rented to a commercial concern which operates a dress shop. 
The borough plans to restore the exterior of the terminal.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE on HABS)

The Tenafly Station is an excellent representative example of the 
suburban railroad stations being- designed in the United States in the 
last quarter of the 19th century." Victorian Gothic in style, this 
station is one of the best such buildings in New Jersey.

The station has been the focus of many borough activities since 
its construction. It was built by community efforts. George Huyler 
donated the land and provided one third of the cost. Other residents 
paid one third, and the Northern Railroad of New Jersey the remainder. 
A decision by a judge listed amounts due various workmen, as bitterness 
developed during the two years before the station was opened. The 
architect/ builder listed in this decision was D. T. Atwood, a practicing 
architect in New York City who owned land in Tenafly. The station was 
constructed about the same time as the one in Demarest designed by J. 
Cleaveland Cady. These two stations were the only ones on this line 
built of native sandstone.

During the more than 100 years the trains went through Tenafly, 
the station was the meeting place for townspeople to greet their 
neighbors, collect their mail, do their shopping nearby. During World 
War I the station served soldiers who were stationed at nearby Camp 
Merritt, and their families who lived near or away. In the period 
when Tenafly was a Sending District for pupils from towns to the north 
who came to Tenafly High Schools, the railroad provided transpor 
tation. Numerous businessmen commuted to New York on this line; it 
was a factor in their choice of home or summer residence.

In 1962-63 the Borough acquired title to the building; the Erie 
Railroad reserving the right to use it as an agent's office for freight 
and passengers. At the time the overhanging was removed because of 
deterioration. On September 30, 1966, the last passenger trains ran, 
and the Borough took over the station. While the station no longer 
serves as a station - there are freight trains that go by - it does 
provide Tenafly a physical reminder of a bygone era which is a part of 
local heritage. During the Bicentennial, it was voted an ongoing 
project, and funds have been raised for a historical restoration of 
the outside of the building.
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SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Local service clubs have raised money and individuals from throughout the 
United States have sent funds or purchased products depicting the station. It 
is the subject of pictures and paintings as well as needlework, wood carving, 
wood burning and tiles. Recognizable to almost every resident in Tenafly since 
its construction in the 1870 *s, the station is definitely a local landmark. It 
has effectively unified the community in a common goal - the preservation of this 
station .

Architecture

Daniel Topping Atwood (1836 - ?) was a fairly important suburban New York 
architect in the last half of the 19th century.

Practicing in New York, a considerable amount of Atwood *s work seems to 
have been in northern New Jersey as evidenced by his 1876 building design book 
entitled Atwood *s Modern American Homesteads. Primarily examples of his own 
work, of the buildings illustrated at least eight are located in New Jersey, 
many were in the Tenafly area. It is not known if any of the private residences 
he designed in Tenafly (or any of the others) are extant.

D.T. Atwood established an architectural firm in New York City by 1856 and 
from 1868 to 1890 he had an office at 335 Broadway. In 1890 Atwood also maintained 
a suburban office in Tenafly. While it is not known when Atwood died his listing 
in the New York City Directory discontinues around 1900.
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1924, P. 68-69,Raring, John, M.D. Floating Chips. _________________
73-75, 80.

Mosley, Virginia T., 1894-Tenafly-1969. Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Tenafly, 1969, unp. Cover; sections; 1894, 1914, 
1934, 1954, pictures.

....Report of the Law Committee of the City Club of Englewood, 1910. 
Englewood Press, 1910, pp. 277-291, p. 294, 312-313.

Sisson, Eva. The Story of Tenafly. Tenafly Trust Company. 1939 
p. 32, 51, 52, 56, 66, 72.

Sterling, Adaline W. The Book Of Englewood. The Mayor and Council 
of the City of Englewood, New Jersey. 1922. p. 41, 44, 259.

.... Summer in the Palisades, A Description of the Northern Railroad 
of New Jersey and the Palisades. _________. 1875, p. 20.

.... This Is Tenafly. League of Women Voters of Tenafly, 1953, p. 46-47
_________________________________________. 1963, p. 6.
.... Tenafly '76_________________________. 1976, p. 12,

cover.

Walker, A. H. Atlas of Bergen County, 1776-1876. Reading Publishing Co. 
Reading, Pa. 1876.

Letters from; The American Institute of Architects; Avery Architectural 
Library, Columbia University; Iowa State Historical Department; 
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Society, Inc.
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (continued)

Newspapers on microfilm at the Johnson Public Library, Bergen County 
Historical Society files, Hackensack, N.J., offered pertinent 
historical material.

The New Jersey Citizen. Hackensack, N.J. C. Christie, proprietor.

August 2, 1872, v. II, no. 12. Weekly, p.4
September 20, 1872. v. II, no. 19. p.4.
November 15, 1872. v. II. no. 27. p. 4.
January 17, 1873. v. II, no. 36. p. 4.
February 14, 1873. v. II. no. 40. p. 4.
March 7, 1873. v. II. no. 43. p. 4.
March 25, 1873. v. II. no. 45. Semi-weekly, p. 1.
April 8, 1873. v. II. no. 47. p. 2.
May 2, 1873. v. II. no. 47. p. 2.
May 20, 1873. v. III. no. 2. p. 1.
May 30, 1873. v. III. no. 5. p. 4.
November 25, 1873. v. III. no. 56. p. 4.
December 5, 1873. v. III. no. 59. p. 4.
December 9, 1873. v. III. no. 60. p. 1.
January 9, 1874. v. III. no. 69. p. 1.
February 6, 1874. v. III. no. 77. p. 1.
February 17, 1874. v. III. no. 80. p. 4.
March 24, 1874. v. III. no. 94. p. 1.
April 7, 1874. v. III. no. 94. p. 4.
April 17, 1874. v. III. no. 97. p. 1.

Preservation News, January 1971, p. 7.

Atwood, Daniel T., Atwood's Modern American Homesteads . New York: A.J. Bicknell 
and Co., 18?6.

___________, Atwood's Country and Suburban Houses. New York, Publisher unknown,

New York City Directories, 1856, 1868, 18?3, 1881, 1888, 1890, 189^, 1900.


