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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fifty-one miles west of Austin, Mevada, and directly adjacent to present 
Highway 50, lie the stone .ruins of Rock Creek Station on the Overland 
Stage and Mail Road, It was used as a and freight station for 8 
years between 1861 and 1869 f and later as a freight station only. Avail­ 
able here were fresh horses, blacksmith services, and facilities for major 
coach and wagon repair- - first in the original station, and later on, 
on a far more extensive scale, in the corral area to the west.

The original Pony Express Cold Borings Station was a short distance 
of this location. Consideration of surface and dug remnants, comparisons 
of early day maps, mileages, and identification of fallen walls with 
early day descriptions of the construction as given by Sir Richard Burton 
in his diary of 1860 and by Pony Bob Haslem in his recollections, togeth­ 
er with obvious limited occupancy, almost definitely prove that the east­ 
ern site was the authentic original Pony Express Cold Sprinns Station,

A more northern group or ruins, 1,000 feet from the stage foundations, 
are the stone foundation remains of an Overland Telegraph repeater sta­ 
tion. Remnants found at the site indicate a stojage of telegraph lines 
for repairs to the lines. Stock and wagons used" in the construction and 
maintenance of the line was kept and serviced at this location* The 
original wagon route parallels by highway the two ruins.

Historical marker number 83 tells the history of Rock Creek Station, now 
know as Cold Springs, Both ruins are protected by a 6 1 high chain link 
fence. The Overland Stage Station encloses 1.53 acres, or 66,802 square 
feet; the Telenraph relay station enclosed .424 acres, or 18 S 480 square 
feet. Total area within the chain link fence is 1,954 acres.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the site of Rock Creek Station one can view Edwards Creek Valley, 
the location of a sequence of history from prehistoric time, through the 
years of the station's existence, to the present*

Campsites, petroglyphs, and the nearby Eastgate caves indicate a span 
of habitation of at least 2,500 years of prehistory. Abundant grass and 
brush found near its spring and intermittent streams were important 
ecological areas for the Valley's prehistoric inhabitants. Shoshone 
Indians and their ancestors v/andered seasonally to gather wild seeds 
and small name and settled here in winter camps. In late prehistoric 
times, Paiute Indians also lived in the valley*

Col* John Reese, a Salt Lake City businessman seekinn a shorter route 
than the more northern Humboldt Trail, passed through the valley enroute 
from Salt Lake City to Carson Vallev in 1854,

Major Howard Egan of the Mormon Battalion, a pioneer journalist, was sent 
by Mormon leader Brigham Young to scout for an overland route westward 
from Salt Lake City. In September, 1055, he crossed from Salt Lake City 
to Sacramento, using a route through the valley which he had previously 
developed as a cattle trail. It became known as the Egan Route and was 
used for the next three years solely by pack trains.

In 1859 Captain James Simpson of the Corns of Topographic Enaineers, ex­ 
plored and mapped a wide area s searching for a central route with more 
grass and water. At the conclusion of his work, he recommended the use 
of the Egan route for the entire distance,

The Pony Express came into being in 1860 to supply the critical need for 
communication between,the east and the gold and silver mining areas in 
California and Nevada, The pony route crossed Edwards Creek Valley and 
a station was established at Cold Springs, 3 miles east of Rock Creek 
Station.

The Central Overland Express Company, providing space for freight and 
for passengers, began operating the same year and followed a similar 
route. The nominated site, Rock Creek Station was a stage station on 
the Central Overland Express route.
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8 e Statement of significance (continued)

The Overland Telegraph, allowing much faster communication, was completed 
in October t 1861, Ruins of a relay station of this Overland Telenraph 
line 1,000 feet from the Rock Creek Stage Station,

When gold was discovered in Austin in 1862, thousands of people began 
using this route f and it continued as the main commercial artery to Austin 
until 1880 when the Nevada Central Railroad was completed. The large 
stage companies were abandoned when the railroad assumed their functions.

Although the large stage companies had ceased operation, the road they 
traveled remained in use. A number of silver strikes in central and east­ 
ern Nevada, where there were no railroads, resulted in enormous amounts 
of passenger conveyance, freight and bullion shipment. Wells Fargo Co. 
stages and independent freight lines served these booming mining carnns as 
long as there was something to be hauled. Since the Overland route was 
so convenient to many of these sites, it remained well traveled.

With the coming of the automobile, the Overland road became the first 
major highway to cross Nevada, the Lincoln Highway. Today, as U.S. 
Highway 50 is still follows practically the route as the one laid 
out by Egan and Sinpson over a century ago, and made famous by the Pony 
Express, the Overland Stage, and the first transcontinental telegraph line,


