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1. Name of Propertv

historic name Town Diner (The Diners of Massachusetts MPS)
other names/site number N/A
2.Location

street & number 627 Mount Auburn Street
city or town Watertown
state Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex 27 zipcode 02472

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

nationally” statewide * locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

]
’e A,
lature of certif%@ dith fNWoDonough, Executive Director Dat

/lasjachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, heraby certify that this property is: Date of Actiori
Crentered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet. /\
« determined eligible for the

National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Town Diner
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Diner

Narrative Description

Watertown, Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 "puilding
0 sites
structures
_ objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls porcelain enamel
steel

roof metal

other glass block

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Town Diner
Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

XA

XC

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

_A

owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Watertown, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Commerce

Period of Significance
1947-1949

Significant Dates
1947

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

_ B removed from its original location.
N/A

_ C abirthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation
N/A

_ D a cemetery.

_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

Architect/Builder
Deloria

N. D. C. Construction Company

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.;

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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7. Description

Town Diner, 627 Mount Auburn Street, Watertown (1947, MHC #298), is one of the earliest built-on-sitedinersin
Massachusetts. The diner is located in the Coolidge Square commercia areain the eest part of Watertown neex the
Cambridge city line. Mount Auburn Stret is part of Stiate Route 16, one of Watertown's primary eest-west arteries and
an important route through the region. Town Diner occupies acomer lot with no on-dte parking. The faBade is oriented
northeedt, frontingthe comer, and provides a strong visual anchor in this commercid district. There isa landscaped
idand between the sidewak and the fafade of the diner.

Town Diner hes a sted-frame main block, roughly rectangular in massing, and an irregularly massed, wood-frame wing
on the southesst devation fronting Bigelow Avenue. The two principal eevations of the main block were condructed in
1947, as an L-shaped addition wrapping around the northeast and northwest Sdes of aWorcester Lunch Car Comparny
diner dready on the site. The Worcester diner, of undetermined vintage, was heavily remodeled to sarve as the kitchen
for the enlarged diner. The profileof the origina diner cannot be discerned on the exterior. Brick veneer onthe reer

wall of the diner was added in 1986. The wood-frame wing on the southeast elevation is believed to date to ca 1951,
according to building permits and Sanbom fire insurance meps. Thiswing is currently clad with corrugeted metal pandls.
As a sscondary feature that is not visible from mog vantage points, the wing does not compromise the integrity of the
1947 main block.

The 1947 main block of the diner retains its historic architectural integrity. Building permits indicate the architect of this
block was named Del oria, and a 1932 survey atributes the congtruction toN. D. C. Condtruction Company. The diner
hes a high concrete foundation with glass block basament windows, a rounded hipped metd roof, and porcdain enamd
exterior pandsinacolor scheme of aream and teal. Approximately ten bayswide and fiveto six bays degp. Town Diner
hes rounded front comers and two finished eevations: on the northeest, frontingthe intersection of Mount Aubum Stret
and Bigelow Avenue, and on the northwest, fronting Mount Aubum Street. Each elevation hes aged and glass entry
placed off center. The faBade entry hes paired doors, adouble saircase in brick, and wrought iron railings. The dde
entry hes asingle door and is Stuated a street level. Windows contain 1/1 sed sseh with transoms except a the rounded
comers, where window openings are filled with glass block.

The diner exterior also isdistinguished for itsrooftop signage, though the neon tubes were recently removed. Centered
over the fafade isthe TOWN DINER sign, which includes a steel-rimmed clock between the twowords. Flanking the
diner name aresmaller illuminated signs that read Homemade Pastry and Fresh Sea Foods. On the Mount Aubum Street
elevation isaprojecting sign that isvertical inits orientation and reads TOWN DINER.

Onthe interior. Town Diner has an L-sheped footprint and displays afusion of diner and redaurant details. Despite some
cosmetic changes to certain interior finishes, the diner's historic goacesare maintained. The mogt intact finishesof the
interior are found in the counter and beck bar area. The counter extendsthe length of the diner's northeest arm, paralle
to the northeast (front) wall. Staff entrances are located & the center of the counter—directly across from the diner's
main entrance and in front of the kitchen doors—aswell as a the right (north) end. Despite the replacement Formica
counter top, the counter retains itstiled goron inalight blue and black color scheme The counter gporon <o indudes
dlassblock framing the center staff entrance. The back bar festures ded pandsbearing asunburg motif There are
sSxteen ged counter stools with vinyl covers. Booth sedting is located aong the northeest (front), northwest (Mount
(continued)
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Aubum Street side), and southesst (Bigelow Avenue) walls; the booths are finished in Formica and upholstered in
replacement vinyl. Wallsdisplay wood paneling. The floor istiled. Interior aterations include reproduction colonial
hanging lamps and arecessad lighting and ventilation system (ca. 19709) that is sugpended from the barrdl ceiling.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stesare located on the nominated property, itispossble that dtesare present. Thirteen Stesare
recorded inthe generd area(within one mile) of the diner. In generd, however, environmental characterigtics of the
property, especidly its digance of over 1000 feet from the neerest wetlands, are not locationally favorable for mog types
of prehistoric Stes. Mogt prehigtoric dtesin the region are located in dose proximity to sreams, pondsand wetlands
within the Charles River drainage. Many of these Stesare located adong the shordine of the main Charles River basn to
the south and the shores of Fresh Pond located north of the diner. Given the above information, the small sze of the
nominated parcd (12,700 squarefeet), and construction impacts from the diner, which hes a basament, alow potentia
exigts for locating prehistoric resources on the property. A low potential also exigs for locating historic archaeol ogical
resources on the Town Diner property. No information is present indicating specific historic period landuse on the
property prior to installation of the Worceser Lunch Car Company Diner on the property in the mid-1930's and
incorporation of that diner into the present diner in 1947.

(end)

8. Satement of Significance

Town Diner isan early and important example of the built-on-site diner in Massachusetts. Architecturally, the diner
combines the barrel roof and porcdlain enamd cladding of the traditional Worcester lunch car diner with the curved
comers, center entry, L-shaped sedting ares, and glassblock ssen in later diner types introduced inthe 1940s Town
Diner dso isimportant historically for its long association with the Contos family of Watertown, who operated the
budness beginning in 1945 and transformed the diner in 1947 to its present gppearance. The exigting diner is one of the
gatesbet illusgtrations of adiner operator's desireto update and upgrade his facilities. Retaining integrity of location,
dedign, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association, Town Diner megts CriteriaA and C of the National
Regiger of Historic Places a the local and date levels.

The history of the Town Diner begins inthe mid-1930s, when Josgph E. Carroll was the proprietor of the small
Worceder lunch car a thislocation. Itisnot dear whether Carroll purchased and installed a new Worcester diner on the
ste, asscondhand (in“as is" condition) diner, or areconditioned diner. According to Watertown directories, Carroll did
not live in the town a the time. He operated the Town Diner until about 1942, when Arthur C. Derosiers was the
proprietor. Derosers lived in Revere, north of Boston.

Louis Contos took over the Town Diner in 1945. Contos emigrated from Grescein 1912 and, according to town

directories, lived in Watertown from the mid-1930s onward. Inthe early 1940s before owning the diner, Contos wes

employed in South Boston; his occupation a that time hes not been determined. Peter Contos, another Watertown

resdent and likely arelative, had arestaurant in Boson about the same time. 1n 1947, Louis Contos and his son, George,
(continued)
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subgtantially enlarged the main block of the diner to its present gppearance, retaining the Worcester lunch car dready on
the gte for use as the kitchen in the reer.

The remodded Town Diner isacombination "Worcester Lunch Car/Paramount Diner.” [Gutman, p. 143] The desgn
fuses the traditional Massachusatts diner form—the barrel-roofed diner with closed barrel (rounded hipped) roof—and
contemporary diner formsof the 1940s, with their desk profiles and exterior finishes, and their greater use of ganless
ded onthe interior. Watertown building permits attribute the design of the Town Diner to an individual named Deloria
There isno listing for aDeloria in the Watertown directories. The directories for the neighboring city of Cambridge,
however, show aJohn A. Del_oria, who was the city's building ingpector in 1946 and directed the city's remodeling and
reconstruction department in 1954. This Del_oria may have been involvedin the design of the Town Diner.

By the timethe Contos family acquired the Town Diner, the Coolidge Square areawas an important neighborhood
shopping district in the et part of Watertown. A number of retail and service establishments operated on Mount
Aubum Street and adjacent Sde dreets, among them markets, banks, variety shops, apharmacy, dhoerepair shops, a
tailor, alaundry, abarber shop, and abeauty sdon. There were & least two service gations in the immediate vicinity, as
well as acafe, abakery, and a"bowladrome.” The Town Diner occupies an important ste in this commercia areaand
provides a strong visual anchor in this neighborhood shopping district.

The Contos family ran the Town Diner until the early 1980s a which point the current operator acquired the diner.
(end)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Gutman, Richard J. S American Diner Then and Now. New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1993.
and Peter Ames Richards. " A guideto dining out. .. way out." TheNew Yok Times Sunday, September 15,
1974, Travel and Resorts, Section 10, p. L
Diner Finder Ddivce: Massachusetts Watertown, MA: Coffee Cup Publications, 1991.
MHC Inventory Form for Town Diner, Watertown (recorded by Architectural Preservation Associates), September 1982.
Watertown Directory. North Hampton, NH: Crosby Publishing Co., Inc. (1930, 1935, 1939, 1942).
Manning's Cambridge Directory. Bogston: H. A. Manning Co. (1946, 1954).
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. 1923, 1928 (corrected to September 1949), 1971
Watertown building permits for Town Diner, 627 Mount Aubum Street.

(end)



Town Diner Watertown, Middlesex County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 12,700 square feet

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 322270 4693010 3.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization_ Massachusetts Historical Commission date  June, 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts Zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Athas Arvanitis
street & number 627 Mt. Auburn Street , telephone  617-924-9789
city or town Watertown state MA zip code 02472

Paperworl< Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nhominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the toawn of Watertown assessors map.

Boundary Jugtification

The boundary includes the entire parce that hes been historically associated with the diner.

(end)
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