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ARCH TECTURAL 9 GNH CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

Magni ficently | ocated facing Kennedy Park, St. Anne's Church stands proudly as a
masterpiece of architecture and alasting tribute to the generations of imigrants
frcmFrench Ganada whobuilt it.

The idea of erecting anonumental church as ashrineto St. Alne was conceived by
the church's fourth paster. Father Bernard Sauval, in 1891, Plans were drawn by
Napol eon Bourassa, one of Canada' s finest architects, with the execution entrusted
to the promnent Fall River architect Louis Destrenps, the designer of Notre Cane
Church.  The basenent was built and the first Mass cel ebrated there i n 1895. Cons-
truction was haltedfor nany years, as church authorities feared that amarble church
woul d buixJen the parishwith debt. 1n 1902 permssion was granted, and the upper

church was dedicated i n 1906.

The twin onion dones, unusual French Baroque style, and use of blue Vernont marbl e
(cont' d)

HSTAR CAL S GNHCANCE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it

and howit affected community; be specific).

S. Anne's church ishistorically significant as the first French parishinFall River

and one of the city's major religious shrines.

The parishwas establishedin 1869 with Father Adrien de Mntaubricq of Bordeaux,
France as first pastor. Achapel was erected i n 1870 and was soon reﬁl aced by 1

| arger chiorch|ocated at the comer of Hunter and Hbpe Streets. Inthe early years -
the parish nunbered between 500 and 600 famlies, generallyirrmgrants frc_m(%uebec

v*o began comng to Fall River inthe 1860's towork i nthe mlls. Th|sm?rat|on
continued up to the turn of the centwcz until Fall River had attracted the Iargest
concentration of French Canadians i nthe United States.

N 1

S Anne' s was taken over by the Domnican Fathers in 1887 and the second Dom ni can
pastor. Father Sauval (1891-1901), decided to build a spacious new church as a national
shrine for piIPri ms. Even before the new church was bxoilt, he set out to organize
and prQriote pilgrimges, the first of which was held on the feast day of St. Anne,
JU|?]/ 26, i n1892 and attracted nore than 1000 worshipers. Under the direction of
Father Grol|leau (1901-1908) the upper church and adjoining rectory were ccnpl et ed.

Anu)n?the other urportant church figures was Father Vincent Marchildon, <v/bio spent
nearly 60 years at St, Amne's as curate and assistant pastor and was noted for his
kindness and devotion to the poor and suffering.

As ashrine, St. Amne's i s considered tobe aprivileged center of divine favors, a
special place vrfiere @d favors those whocone frcsn great distances to pray, (cont'd)

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFHRENCES .
Fall River Oifice of Historic Preservation-lnventory Forns

'S, Anne's Church and Shrine," panphl et produced i n cooperation with the
Bristol County Devel opnent Counci |

Fal | River Chanber of Gonmerce Review featurearticle, July 1969

Rose Marie Texeira, "Rorianesgue Architectijre and St. Anne's Church and Shrine"

(student report) ,
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ARCH TEQ LRAL ST QII FI CANCE  (cont' d)

on a base of local granitemake St. Anne's uni que and outstanding anong Fal | River churches.

The towers stand 155 high andthe facade displays marble figiores of St. Annein the
upper niche and the God Shepherd just above the center doors. The nave measures 273" X90',
with 120 inthe transepts. The apse has an anbulatory with five chapels. The wallsof

t he nave have rounded arches supported with marble corinthian colums. Due t olimted
funds the original windows were not stained glass but were recentlyreplaced with

stained glass versions. The pews and ornamentations inthe ceiling are of red oak. The
upper church, with choir loft and bal conies, can seat 1600. .

The 2% story rectory, vAchis of the sane materials as the church but is siiipler i n
style, was erected I n 1905 by the Dom ni can Fat h”s, again with Louis Destrenps as t he
supervising architect. Also part of the conplex i s t he4-story Ronanesque Revi val

convent, also by Destrenps, which i s of red brick with delicate white glazed brick lintels’
outlining the arched wi ndows. The center sectionwas bhuilt between 1891 and 1894 and -

the additionsin 1908 and 1916.
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HSTCRCAL S AON FICANCE (cont'd)

fecause St. Anne was the nmother of Mary and grandnother of Jesus, She i s thought to be
the object of God's special favor. St. Anne's cult was wi despread i n Eurcpe beginning

in the 8th century andwas brought t othe United States and Canada by the first m ssion-
aries, most of whan cane from France. Pilgrims still conme t oSt. Anne's i n | arge nunbers
because of its unique atnosphere of faith, prayer and devoti on. .

Al'so part of the church coiplex are the graniteandmarble rectory of 1905 and the brick
Dor a” Sisters Convent. The center section of the latter was built between 1891 and
1894 as a convent and cc*ucational Catholic School. | tbecaiiH a private acadeny and
boarding school for girls in 1898, staff«3 by Dom nican sisters, andwas enl arg\edl n

1908 and 1916.
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October 1, 1982

RECEIVED

aCT -6 1
MR. Patricia L. V/edov/ski - Ny

Executive Director MASS. HiST. COMM,
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 vlashin?7.ton Street
Boston, |11A02100 - o " -

Dear M. V/eslov/ski, "

Thank you for your letter of Aunust 26, 1982, re-
: aardinr thenomnation of Saint Catherine C‘onveno,
N 37 park Street, Fall River, forlisting m thehatxon.|

Register of Historic Places. The building i sowned by
caint Catherine Convent of Pall River, Inc. As QL-
ftA”r 0? thecorporation, | hereby indicate our objection
to being listed at thepresent time.
o o - . Yy FA Sincerely,

Barbara P. McCarthy, C]
Prioress General

A..

Gloriette Levesaue
notary Public
M/ comm ssion expires 2/7/05

/



