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Victoria Mine is located approximately four miles north of the international
boundary between the United States and Mexico. Surviving structures at the
site include a dilapidated stone building, a rock lean-to shelter, a concrete
cistern, a stone stairway, some headframe timbers, and a large shaft hole
covered by the National Park Service. The stone building was evidently the
store built around 1900 by Mikul G. Levy. Its sheet iron roof is now gone.
The building measures roughly 21 feet by 16 feet. 1Its walls are 30 inches
thick and are made of granite with mud and gravel chinking. Originally the
structure stood about 6 feet high, but 2 more feet were added at the front

to allow for the placement of a flat, sloping roof. Records indicate that,
in addition to the above structures, the site was once occupied by a boarding
house and kitchen, a bunkhouse, a blacksmith shop, two adobe buildings, and

a corral.
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Victoria Mine is one of the oldest known examples of mining activity in the country
immediately adjacent to the United States-Mexican border in southwestern Arizona
and symbolizes one of the first American enterprises to penetrate this part of the
inhospitable Sonoran Desert. It is of regional historical significance.

The earliest history of Victoria Mine is obscure. One account holds that the
surface vein was discovered by an American sometime around 1880, while another

is that Spaniards mined the site centuries ago. Cipriano Ortega, a border outlaw
turned entrepreneur, acquired the site around 1880 and called it "La Americama,"
probably because of its position north of the boundary. Ortega reportedly extracted
large quantities of silver ore before abandoning the site. In 1899 Mikul G. Levy
obtained the mine and renamed it the Victoria after the wife of one of his helpers.
Levy operated the mine intermittently over the next four decades.

In the course of his enterprise at Victoria, Levy reopened the shaft and prepared
to extend it, but shortly before 1910 he encountered water and was forced.to close
down temporarily. To meet operating costs, he sold shares in the Victoria and )
filed other claims in the vicinity of the mine. In 1924 Levy's holdings were
incorporated in the Victoria Mining and Smelting Company, and in the 1930s the
claims at Victoria were leased to independent developers. One group left the
scene in 1936, finding it difficult to penetrate beyond the water level in the
original shaft. Three years later Levy hired a caretaker to watch the mine, which
was not worked again until after his death in 1941. Since then, numerous persons
have worked the Victoria without much success. Probably Cipriano Ortega benefited
most from the mine. Mikul Levy extracted only about $30,000 in ore during his
entire tenure of ownership and interest there, while subsequent claimants have
realized but approximately $10,000 total.

Today Victoria Mine is part of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. The historic
values requiring preservation are the ruined stone building, once operated as a
store by Levy, and the historic scene. The remains of other appurtenances are
located at the site, although these appear to be the vestiges of more recent
activity at the mine. Today there are private mining claims held on the Victoria
site.
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