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Form 10-300
(Rev. 6-72)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

M assachusetts

COUNTY:

Plymouth

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries  complete applicable sections) AUG 30 1974
1. NAME
C OMMON :
National Monument t ot he Forefathers
AND/OR HISTORIC:
same
|2. LOCATtON
STREET AND NUMBER:
Allerton Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Plymouth 12th
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE
Massachusetts 02b Plymouth 523
3. CLASSfFICAtfON
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
District . Building Public Public Acquisition; | 1| Occupied Yes:
Site g] Structure n Private I 1 In Process I | Unoccupied Restricted
Object . Both i 1 Being Considered | | Preservation work Unrestricted
progress * No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural 1 | Government 1x1 Pe'n
[ 1 Commercial I | Industrial Q Private Residence
I | Educational Military I 1 Religious
n Entertainment I I Museum 1 | Scientific
U. OMER OF PROPeRTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Pil gri mSociety, M. Lawence Geller,Director \-\ ASTPP,
STREET AND NUMBER:
75 Court street
CITY OR TOWN :
Plymouth M assachusetts 025

5. tOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Pl ymout h Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
Russel |

CITY OR TOWN:

Plymouth

Street

\6. pt>RE.56NtAT}ON IN EXISTING SURVEY $

TITLE OF SURVEY:

STATE
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13

025

Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Commonweal th

1957
FOR SURVEY

DATE OF SURVEY:
DEPOSITORY

Federal
RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical

STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Boston

K] State
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)7. DESCRIPTION

(Check  One)
[g Excellent . Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
fChec* One; (Check One)
Altered 1"j  Unaltered n  Moved A Originol Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Phe National Mnurent t otheForefathers i ssituated on thecrest of a hill,
surrounded by lawns and accessible by several brick paths. The Monurent and
the surrounding |andscape designed t oconplenent it arethewrk of Hammatt
3ii:Mihgs, a Boston architect of sone note. The schene of theMnunent i s a
"classical" one, consistent with Billings' attractiontoanduse of 'classical
i.e. Roman—motifs i nhis work. Thejponposition consists of five figuresrep
resenting Faith, Morality, Education,Law, and Liberty placed on and at t he base
3f an octagonal shaft of rusticated granite blocks. The largest of the five
scul ptures. Faith, i ssetontopof thed45 granite shaft, appropriately facing
east. She i sportrayed with one foot resting on Plymouth Rock; her left hand
hiolds an open Bible, her right i sraised heavenward i na gesture of righteous
ness. The figure i scolossal; itis36" high, and i sconstructed of 14 bl ocks
O granite which weigh atotal of 180 tons. Agift fromOliver Awes, a well-
known Massachusetts philanthropist, i twas conpleted i n1877, sone three years
after Hammatt Billings' death. R

rhe four lesser sculptures of Morality, Law, Education and Liberty are seated

upon buttress-1ike plinths which project fromalternate faces at t hebase of t|he

shaft. They were conpleted and t he monunent erected i n1889. The nodestly

robed figure of Morality i sseated at thenortheast corner of t he nonunent, 7

above a marble panel in bas relief depicting theTreaty with Massasoit. I n

her hands she hol ds t he Decal ogue and t he Scrol | of Revelation. At thesoutheast”
corner of thenonunent. Liberty, represented by anale figure clothed as a

Centurian, sits crushing thechains of bondage under his heel, hisswordin
his lap. The bas relief at his feet illustrates theSigning of t he Conpact
These smaller sculptures show a marked stylistic dissimilarity as they are n
the work of "three different sculptors working independently of one another

TO

The remaining ornament consists of four recessed arched panels, which alternate
with thesculpture plinths and t hestone tablets beneath them The east panel
is inscribed with thenane of t he Monument and an appropriate dedicatory senti-
ment. The other three panels bear thenames of t hepassengers of t he Myflowei
The tablets under each panel were provided for visual balance i nthe design

and tocarry suitable inscriptions at sone future date. They have renmained

bl ank.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian 1 . )6th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (H Applicable and Known) 1889

AREAS OF SIGNI FIC ANCE fChecft One or Afore as Appropriate)
[ 1 Urban Planning

Abor iginol | i Education . Political
I | Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religion/Phi- Other fSpec/fy;

Historic I | Industry losophy

I I Agriculture I | Invention (Tn Science

I 1 Architecture [ 1 Landscape 1 1 Sculpture

E At Architecture I 1 Socio I/Humon-

i 1 Commerce I | Literature i tarian

[ 1 Communications (+ Military . Theater

I I Conservation Music I | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The National Monunent t ot heForefathers i sprimarily significant as thework

of Hamatt Billings, one of Boston's foremost 19th c. architects and designer
‘e design i squite typical of that period and i srepresentative of that straijige
fixture of classical and contenmporary motifs used in Victoriannmonunental

scul pture.

The monument was conmi ssioned by thePilgrim Society, founded i n 1820, whose
;;aison d'etre was thecreation of a suitablememorial tothelanding of the
Mayfl ower. The Society held a competition for theproposed monunent i n 1855
iind initially awarded t heproject totwo artists from New York. However,
Hammatt Billings approached theconmittee with his plan toraise thefunds
liimself, thereby indemifying theSociety against al | losses. The Society,
npressed by his design and economics, signed a contract with him | nturn,

lie agreed t oconplete thenonunent i n12 years. The Civil War, however, intei
Nened, raising thecosts and delaying work on t henonunent. Billings organized
a nation-wide fund-raising canpaign, offering silver and bronze nodels of the
iionunent t o subscribers. 1 nconnection with thefund raising, he published

*he Illustrated Pilgrim Almanac (later The Illustrated Pilgrim Menorial)
including articles written and illustrated by himself. Eventually, inflation
caused Billings t opropose halving thesize of themonument, whirjhthePilgrin
Society agreed toi nl”"/ shortly before Billings' death.

The work was carried on by Joseph killings, architect brother of Hanmatt.
According t oRichard Stoddard, "In 1875 he commi ssioned t hewell-known scul ptc|r,
William Ripiier, tomake a 9 plaster nodel of thefigure of Faith. The sculp
tor's nodel, based on t heVenus de Milo, was clad i ndraperies toothin for
:bseph Billing's taste. He turned Rnmer's work over toa little-known sculp=
tor named Perry (probably John D. Pe”y) who thickened thedrapery and altered
the head. Funds for thesubsidiary figures of Law, Morality, Education,Liberty
and for thesculptured panels on t heface of thebuttresses, were hard tofine
end t he nonunment was not conpleted until 1889."

St one time considered somewhat of a Victorianfolly, thenmonument renains
cne of themajor works of Hammatt Billings and one of themjor menorialsto
the Pilgrims.
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TO G=CERAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO°FRTY

LATITUPE ANDLONG|-» IDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THu.Ltr..T3.R POIN | OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

CORNER LATITU DE LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o " '
41 57" 36h 70 40 35
NE
SE a-
SwW
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: leSs than One acCrB

(LIST ALL STATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTYgautlIDA RIES

STATE: COUNTY
m
COUNTY:
Z
«lt
COUNTY : H
70
Il FORM PREPARED BY c

NAME AND TITLE:

Mndy Arbo,N. R Editor, for Elizabeth Anadnn,.si-at-P .gnmfyoy rirector

OR GANI ZATl ON

Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion 8/ 14/ 73

STREET AND NUMBER:

[4A0 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston 617-727-9470 Massachusetts O 2-105 025
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-

tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law | hereby certify that this property is included inthe

89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion National Register. ”
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated accordins, to the c-iteria and proceckires set
forth"by the National Park Service. The recommended
Director, Oflice of Archeology and Historic Preaerration

levv ol significance of this nomination is:

1 . State . Local
Dite
orab Davor en ATTEST:
fcretary of t heCommonweal th
Chai r man. Massachnspt ~c! c;t-"-rical
Comm|SS| on Keeper of The National RegrSter
Date

Date

it U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1
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MO beacon "Leet Moilon,  ~My*aHac™uieUi 0ii0OS

727-8470

August 1,1974

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
18th and C Streets
Washington ,DC 20240
096889
Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L

Dear Charles:
Encl osed aretwo National Register forms for thefollowing properties:

1. National Monurment t ot heForefathers, Plymouth, Plymouth County -RESUBM SS QN
2. O dBay Road , Norton, Bristol County

These have been declared eligible for submssion by theMssachusetts Histori-
cal Commission, theState Review Board, and have been signed by Secretary of
the Commonweal t h John F. X Davoren, Chairman of t he Massachusetts Historical
Conmi ssi on and designated the State Liason Officer.

Please | et us know i f any other information i sneeded.

Sincerely,

El i zabeth Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

B na
encl osur es



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE  NASSACH Tfigl TS
Date Entered ‘"M 30 1974

Nane Location

National Homment to the Forafathors A ynout h
A ynout h Gount y

Also Notified
State Uatorlc Preservation Oficer

Hon. Eovard M Kennedy Hon. John F. X Davoren
Hon. Edward W Brooke Secretary of the Gonnonveal th
Hon. Gerry E Sudds dialrman, Masaachusetts Historical
RegioMJ Director, North Atlantic Conm esi on

Regi on O Beacon Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
PR Mvbtt/row 8/ 30/ 74



