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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

This shelter is fabricated of steel sections and trims with the main 
structure held by sixteen columns. An enclosed office fills the space 
between the two north bays. Galvanized iron sheathing covers wood sur­ 
faces. The roof was originally wood decking with a galvanized iron 
sheath with raised seams. It has been mopped over with roofing tar. 
The floor is wood decking in tongue and groove. The complete structure 
is suspended beyond the existing sea wall, on wood piling.

The arched shelter provides a formal entrance to two dock facilities, 
one of which is used by the Harbor Patrol, and the other a public boat 
landing.

The structure, built in 1920, has deteriorated considerably over the 
years, but its physical plan has been altered very little.

A $50,000 donation for the restoration of the shelter and construction 
of a public boat landing facility was recently received from three 
Seattle families. Restoration of the shelter and construction of the 
public boat landing is to be completed by May 1, 1973, thus restoring 
the shelter to its original condition.
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STATEMENT O F SI GNI Fl C AN C E

The Washington Street Public Boat Landing Facility has been a Seattle 
landmark since 1920. The graceful shelter, similar in appearance to 
the earlier Pioneer Square Pergola, has served as a public boat landing, 
as headquarters for the Harbor Patrol, and as a landing for the United 
States Navy liberty boats. It has also been used by the Port of Seattle 
as a landing for crews of non-military ships at anchor in the harbor. 
It is still used by the Port of Seattle in this way today, and also 
serves as the only public boat landing on all of Elliott Bay.

The shelter was designed in 1920, by city architect D.R. Huntington. 
The original working drawings are in the city files. The shelter 
served a utilitarian function, yet also was a decorative addition to 
that area of waterfront activity. Thousands of Naval personnel passed 
through the arches in the years when controlled by the shore patrol. 
Since that time, public and private activity has continued the flow of 
persons through the structure. It still is considered the "entrance" 
to the city from the water.

The Public Boat Landing Facility is significant, not only for its attrac 
tive architecture and for its connection with all phases of water-land 
transit, but also as the only remaining link if the Pioneer Square Dis­ 
trict with the historic waterfront. Many sites on the waterfront were 
the scenes of specific historic events (including this site being the 
home of the Wayside Mission Hospital), but this shelter is the last 
remaining structure reminding us of the city's long and continuing con­ 
nection with maritime activity.



City of Seattle, Seattle Register of Historic Places. Compiled
Victor Steinbrueck for the City, 1969.

City of Seattle, city architect's office, original drawings of 
the shelter, 1920.
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