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Grove was built in J_844 by Robert Lucas, who was the first 
_ _, Governor of Iowa (1838-1840). It was located on a farm of 

WTfcre^just south of Iowa City, Iowa. The two-story house was built 
in the^reek Revival style, of locally made brick. Interior woodwork 
was of native Iowa walnut and oak.

Following the death of Robert Lucas in 1853, his wife lived in the 
house until it was sold in 1866. Through succeeding years it passed 
through the hands of several owners and a front porch and frame wing 
were added and interior partitions changed and fireplaces plasterech 
over. The house and 4.283 acres of grounds were purchased by the State 
of Iowa in 1941 for the State Conservation Committee. It was restored 
to what was believed the original/appearance and plan and was opened 
to the public as a museum house/n 1946.

Exterior
The main part of the house consists today, as it did originally, of 

a two-story structure, about 30 x 30 feet in dimensions, with a one-story 
kitchen, 14 x 14 feet, projected to the rear. The house faces north, with 
a_north-south ridge roof. The one-story kitchen also has a north-south 
ridge roof, the west slope of which covers an open porch.

The gable is in the front of the house, characteristic of the Greek 
Revival style of architecture which was popular in the area when this 
house was built. The gable area gives the effect of a pediment due to 
the cornice returns. (P.32 Margaret N. Keyes, "Nineteenth Century Archi­ 
tecture of Iowa City", University_of.Iowa Press, 1966). A round window 
in the tympanum of the gable has eight triangular panes.

The exterior is of the original soft, pink brick, manufactured 
locally. The wood trim on doors, eaves, and 16-pane windows is painted 
white. Over the doorways and the windows, the bricks are laid vertically 
to form lintels. All windows have louvered shutters.

The house has four chimneys serving 7 fireplaces. There are two on 
the west, one on the east and one on the kitchen ell. Those in the main 
block serve a fireplace on each floor. There is a back door from the 
kitchen to the back porch and an outside cellar-way to a one-room stone­ 
walled cellar under the front of the house.

The homestead was named Plum Grove by Governor Lucas because of the 
surrounding grove of native wild plum trees. The original trees have died 
out but have been re-planted as part of the restoration.

Interior
The house is square in plan, with a square kitchen at the rear. The 

narrow entrance hall has a curving staircase. Other rooms on the first 
floor are a parlor, a back parlor or study, a dining room, and a buttery 
or pantry, opening from the kitchen. The four main rooms have fireplaces.

The floors are random width white oak and the mantels and other 
woodwork are walnut. All woodwork was re-created in 1941-J946 except
the stair railing, which is original. *
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7. Description

The second floor has three bedrooms, each with a fireplace. A closet 
opens from the master bedroom. All rooms have been papered with wallpaper 
of authentic desiqn for the period during which Robert Lucas lived here 
(1844-1853). The house is also completely furnished with items appropriate 
for this period. Several pieces are authenticated as having belonged to 
Lucas. The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America has coopera­ 
tion with the Iowa Conservation Commission in the furnishing of the house.

For th past ten years there has been trouble with dampness on the 
interior walls. Several measures have been taken but the problem has 
decidedly worsened in the past two years. Wallpaper is water-stained in 
all the first-floor rooms and the wallpaper and plaster have sluffed off 
the east wall in the dining room. A builder and an architect who have been 
consulted believe it is caused by washed out mortar on the exterior of the 
house and lack of ventilation in the air space of the double exterior walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

^/ Plum Grove is historically significant as the Jhiome of Robert 
Lucas, first Territorial Governor of Iowa (1838-1840). He was'an 
outstanding pioneer leader, frontier soldier and statesman, a man 
of great integrity, energy and ability with a background of 
political and executive experience that proved invaluable in pro­ 
viding timely leadership in a crucial period of Iowa history.

He was born in Virginia in 1781 and moved with his family to 
Ohio where he eventually married and settled in Piketon. He had 
great natural abilities as a soldier and rose through the ranks of 
the Ohio Militia to become a Brigadier General. He served in this 
capacity in the Hull campaign in the War of 1812. He was also an 
officer in the U. S. Army and was commissioned a colonel in 1813. 
(John C. Parish, Robert Lucas, 1907, P. 61).

He was elected to the Ohio legislature as a representative in 
1SQ8. In 1814 he was elected a state senator and continued in the 
senate until 1822. In 1832 he presided over the first Democratic 
National Convention ever held. He was twice elected governor of 
Ohio, 1832-1834 and 1834-1836.

In addition to his political activities Lucas was a nationally
prominent leader in the Temperance Movement (Parish, Robert Lucas,P. 286). ———————

He was a strong supporter of the development of the common 
school system in Iowa, and served as president of an important 
state convention of teachers and friends of education in Iowa City, 
Iowa in 1848.

Lucas also participated as a leader in conventions and 
organizations promoting the development of railroads in Iowa (Parish, 
Robert Lucas, P. 287-288).

In 1838 he was appointed by President VanBuren to be governor of 
the new territory of Iowa. His term was a turbulent one, marked by 
internal conflicts with the legislature and a border dispute with 
Missouri but Lucas proved to be a very firm and capable executive. 
He was replaced in office at the end of his term because of a Whig 
presidential victory in 1840. (John C. Parish, Robert Lucas, 1907, P. 262). ———————
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8. Significance

He chose to spend his remaining years in Iowa and after settling his 
affairs in Ohio, he returned to build Plum Grove for his wife, Friendly, 
and their three children who still lived at home. During his years at 
Plum Grove, Lucas continued to be^an active leader in several phases of 
Iowa's growth. As a member of Iowa's Constitutional Convention in 184T 
he rendered wise and valuable service in the drawing up of Iowa's consti- 
tuion. He presided as chairman of the Executive Department of the con­ 
vention and was responsible through the State Boundaries Committee for 
extending Iowa's western boundary to the Missouri river, instead of a 
line short of the Missouri prescribed by Congress (John C. Parish, Robert 
Lucas, 1907, P. 270). He was also a forceful member of the convention 
committee on state revenue.

As the home of this great man, Plum Grove is one of Iowa's most 
important historic shrines.
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