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DESCRIPTION

Date 19CO-1Q02

Sourcej" A" Mg A RBvlerxgs 3d. Annual

Architect Engineer/Desgner (if knoan):

Construction material steel, concrete, cranit

Al'terations (with dates) reservoir filled,
'

gat ehouse demolished, area converted t opark

ndi tion rood

Moved fio Date

Agesge  ON: v ooa

Setting residential  nei-~h?:)o-"" © et
to a park

Reocorded by Jane Carolan

Organization Louis 3er:*er & .Associates

Date January 19-~: revised 1939



NN OV REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if  appl i cabl e)

The Forbes Hill Standpipe is oneof three vertical reservoirs (3elle\"ae F16-1; Forbes Hill tr'\G-'-;
and Arlington #16-3,1© 9-27-19S.5) built by the Metropolitan Vater Board as part of their
distributio: systeT andin response t odenands for increasing: anounts of water as suburban

popul ations er'panded. Al | three have a unique architectural strjlev;hich olearly derionstrates

the v;Eter board's conr.ittment to j-ood design andsensitivity to the surrounding coriinunity.lio

|l onger in service, the Forbes Hill Standpipe vias anirriportant conponent of the I-letropolitan Vater
Board's in-tov.'n distribution Gyste. T.. The Forbes Hi |l Standpi pe possesses integrity of location (con-

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important desgn features and evaluate in teems of other
dructures within the conmunity.

Located in aresidential neighborhood, adjacent t oa park, the original Forbes Hill cor:plex
consisted of a 3,000,00-0 gallon capacity rectangular reservoir v.'ith a v."ak around it; a stone

gat ehouse v.dth tv.'o chanbers. The inta]:e chanber v'as 11' 3" v."ith screens, a 3™ sluice "-alve
and a 12" drr.in valve. The other chanber measured 11' 9 ¢c'. Itt;a~used for discharge to
the stand"nir)e and had va.lves for controlling v;nter to andfrom t;iere.”ervoir. Perhaps the nost
distinctive element of the coni:)le; andthe only surviving el enment vias the standpipe v.'hichvas
huilt of steel andenclosed v."ith a granite tov."er v;hich hasa crenelated ten v.'ith an observation
deck (nov," closed t othe public). The standpipe held 2,000,000 gallons of v;ater andvras 2c0' abov"
sea level. The conplex v;a3 built by Beckv;ith and Quackenbush, liohav/k, llev. York under the
direction of Dexter Brackett, Engineer of the Metropolitan Water Board e Distribution Departmen'BEM

HISTORICAL SGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates
to the devdopment of the community.

The Forbes Hill Reservoir and standpipe v/iere built hy the Metropolitan V.'aer Board to supply

the City of 'Quincy v;ater after-it joined the V.'ae 'Sysem in I'*"O?. Pipes from Chestnut Hill (/ves
fed the Reservoir and stand-oi-oe, v.'hich then supplied the surrounding tov.'n by gravity. In 1893
the 3oard of iiea.lth reco'mnended a standpipe v.'ith a capacity of 2,/"0,0C'0 gallons. The V.'aer
Board, hov,---"er, determined almost 3,000,000 gallons v/ere necessary v.'hich v.'ould require a
‘ssservoir in addition to a standpipe. Ir. 1933, after a drov.'nir®;, the reservoir, '-'hich v.as not

being used, v'as filled in and. the gatehouse demolished. The stand-pipe v,as taken out of service
it the same tir.e.

N
Bl?h-émmﬂ OElicI E|;eEErElorlo:ExE|itan I’'ater -toard, ’Pdgrc])
AnnuEl ?enort of Metropolits.n V.'aer and Sev/erare Board, 1002, 1903

.Structures of the !-ietror)Olitan V.'ae V.'orks, Pnotograpns, Volume |l | ,Metropolitan V.'aer Board.
Detailed |-;eccrd Book, Sections, 21-~i3, Section 22
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MULTI PLE  Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS
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Forbes Hi |l Standpi pe I Forbes Kill Reservaoir.

aGh %
Forbes Hill Reservoir, Southern H gh Service 'B_éxg J;)efly/\t)//\y/\ /'\ " Q%H?}E\l/:)lpe L|neS ¥S/IB -t"

and Section 21 of Pipe Lines, ca. 1902.
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