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AREA FORM NO 

HASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

-Photo (3"x3'' or Ŝ xS" black and white) 
Indicate address on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing structure's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets, buildings 
and/or geographical features. Indicate all 

.buildings between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersection. 
Indicate north. dHtxcvu^A 

Town '?,uinc-

lervoir Load Address 

Name ^^rbes H i l l Standpipe 

Ownership: v.y.. _Publ1c 

Private 

•Type of Structure (check one); 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort 
gate 
kiln 
lighthouse 

other 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall 
windmill 

n d T j i t j e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 19CO-IQ02 

Source'j"'^-'^' "-'̂ ter A 33v/er.xg5 3d. Annual 

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known): 

ap^ 
Construction material s t e e l , concrete, cranit 

Alterations (with dates) reservoir f i l l e d , 
v 

gatehouse demolished, area converted to park 

Condition rood 

UTM REFERENCE PPPP^oO/PoOPO 

USGS QUANDRANGLE Boston South, MA 

SCALE 1:25.000 

Moved fio Date 

Acreage on a p r».».. a 

Setting residential nei-~h?:)o-^'' • Q •»-> ^ 

to a park 

Recorded by Jane Carolan 

Organization Louis 3er:^er & .Associates 

Date January 19-^: revised 1939 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Forbes H i l l Standpipe i s one of three v e r t i c a l reservoirs (3elle\"ae F16-1; Forbes H i l l tr'\G-'-; 
and Arlington #16-3,1©: 9-27-19S.5) b u i l t by the Metropolitan V/ater Board as part of t h e i r 
d i s t r i b u t i o : syste.T! and i n response to denands f o r increasing: amounts of water as suburban 
populations er'panded. A l l three have a unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t r j le v;hich olearly derionstrates 
the v;Eter board's conr.ittment to j-ood design and s e n s i t i v i t y to the surrounding coriinunity. lio 
longer i n service, the Forbes H i l l Standpipe v;as an irriportant component of the I-Ietropolitan V/ater 
Board's in-tov.'n d i s t r i b u t i o n Gyste.T.. The Forbes HillStandpipe possesses i n t e g r i t y of location (con-

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other 
structures within the conmunity. 
Located i n a r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood, adjacent to a park, the o r i g i n a l Forbes H i l l cor:plex 
consisted of a 3,000,00-0 gallon capacity rectangular reservoir v.'ith a v.'alk around i t ; a stone 
gatehouse v.dth tv.'o chanbers. The inta]:e chamber v.'as 11' :•: 3' v.'ith screens, a 3'̂ " sluice ^-alve 
and a 12" drr.in valve. The other chamber measured 11' 9' c '. I t t;a~ used fo r discharge to 
the stand"nir)e and h-ad va.lves for c o n t r o l l i n g v;nter to and from t;ie re.^ervoir. Perhaps the nost 
d i s t i n c t i v e element of the co'ni:)le:: and the only surviving element v/as the standpipe v.'hich vas 
b u i l t of steel and enclosed v.'ith a granite tov.'er v;hich has a crenelated ten v.'ith a.n observation 
deck (nov,' closed to the p u b l i c ) . The standpipe held 2,000,000 gallons of v;ater and vras 2c0' abov^ 
sea l e v e l . The complex v;a3 b u i l t by Beckv;ith and Quackenbush, liohav/k, Ilev: York under the 
direction of Dexter Brackett, Engineer of the Metropolitan Water Board • Distr i b u t i o n Departmen^f'E^"* 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates 
to the development of the community. 
The Forbes H i l l Reservoir and standpipe v/ere b u i l t hy the Metropoli tan V.'ater Board to supply 
the City of 'Quincy v;ater a f t e r - i t jo ined the V.'ater 'System i n I'^O?. Pipes from Chestnut H i l l (/̂ res 
fed the Reservoir and stand-oi-oe, v.'hich then supplied the surrounding tov.'n by g r a v i t y . I n 1893 
the 3oa.rd of iiea.lth reco.'mnended a standpipe v.'ith a capacity of 2,'."^0,0C'0 gal lons . The V.'ater 
Board, hov,-'-'-''er, determined almost 3,000,000 gallons v/ere necessary v.'hich v.'ould require a 
'•sservoir i n add i t ion to a standpipe. Ir . 1933, a f t e r a drov.'nir^;, the reservoi r , '.-.'hich v.'as not 
being used, v.'as f i l l e d i n and. the gatehouse demolished. The stand-pipe v;as taken out of service 
.it the same t i r . e . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or. REFERENCES.̂  ,, ^ _ , ,n„n 
..imnual .̂ev^orz c i zlic i ;e t roroxi tan i.'ater rioard, 1 c9o 
•4nnu£.l ?-e-nort of Metropolit5.n V.'ater a..nd Sev/erare Board, 1002, 1903 
.Structures of the !-ietror)Olitan V.'ater V.'orks, Pnotograpns, Volume I I , Metropoli tan V.'ater Board. 
Detailed l-;eccrd Book, Sections, 21-~i3, Section 22 



INVENTORY rORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comunity: 

Vii incy 

Form No: 

16-M-

Property Name: I-'orbes H i l l i>tandpi-ne 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vAich is being continued below. 

r.4TI0i;/J. AAGISTAA. C2ITTDIA: 

design, .'naterials, v:ori:n)anshiv and feelin," and ts ^-r^i-n-^i- . - ^ -̂
of Historic Places. The bounda- of ^ ^ P ^ A ^ y A ^ ^ • " °^ "ational Register 

- - ̂ iiu..^. .̂̂  loroe^ stanapipe nomination ic 

v.'nich i s nov; parkland not ov;nod Iv- t 
y includes o n l " the 

E s!:ov.'n on the 
ion 21 of pipe li n e s , c: 

:ipe and not the land around 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



om *tfiO¥$l Me. 100*001$ 

United State* Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
Middlesex, Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester Counties, MASSACHUSETTS 

COVER 

1. Ashland Dam and Spillway 

:> ̂ ' 2. Framingham Reservoir No. 3 Dam a 

3. Framingham Reservoir No. 2 Dam and Gatehouse 

4. Framingham Reservoir No. 1 Dam and Gatehouse 

5. Hopkinton Dam and Spillway 

Lake Cochituate Dam 

Medford Pipe Bridge 

Middlesex Fells Reservoirs His t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Mystic Dam 

6 

7 

^v-^ / 8 

9 

S'i/l 10. Mystic Gatehouse *Uk«taftl*T» 

11. Mystic Pumping Station 

12. Sudbury Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

13. Sudbury Dam Histo r i c D i s t r i c t 

14. Weston Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

15. Fisher H i l l Reservoir and Gatehouse 

16. Jl^llgs^. H i l l Standpipe 

17. Bellevue Standpipe 

18. Chestnut H i l l Reservoir His t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

L- J 
19. Marlborough Brook F i l t e r Beds 4**̂ «t««14¥ii S«Tl«» 
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(y 
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I - . A i - I I I f i ^ - ' 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Forbes H i l l Standpipe 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Norfolk 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/05/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/19/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/04/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/19/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002252 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^^A^EPT RETURN REJECT / / / PATE Entered In the 
/ latlooail Beglster 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
_materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE ~ ' 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
_UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Forbes H i l l Standpipe 

Forbes H i l l Reservoir, Southern High Service 
and Section 21 of Pipe Lines, ca. 1902. 
Scale: 100' = 1". 

of !; Forbes Kill Reservoir. . .P^ 
lassachuseth : " 

p .y\ 
'June24,1897. -'' P\p^~ -.a \ Q 

™ : p y y ^ ^ ^ ^ ° ^ 2iof Pipe Lines.:,.y;H,::;g 
'RAynrf.r^iy-tyy ' Quincv yyP'-t;i 

130 \ 'zoo 25d 300 ; 

MDC - TRA, MASS. 

R.LandW.C.Forbe5.̂  i •• 
• y • . :K N ^ 0 

A'-^ • , 

100 
3=1: 
sc . ie . lin.-iooft. . . ' :, ' : 

. ' Land Plan Nop? 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Muitipie Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500254 


