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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Cragfont has a bold grey stone facade after the Georgian 
manner. The stones are laid evenly and closely, broken only 
by doors and windows. The entrance is accentuated only by a 
simple transom and stone steps leading to the doorway. There 
is a large stone chimney at each gabled end so wide that each 
embraces fireplaces in two separate rooms. No windows are in 
the gable ends. Extending to the rear of the house is a long, 
two-story wing which forms a tT T. n Two-story porches on either 
side of the wing, but not extending around the end, terminate 
against the front section of the house.

The fenestration is typical of the finest homes of the' coloniei 
with wide and tall openings. The windows of the lower floor 
have 24- panes each, while those of the upper floor have eight 
panes in the lower frame and 12 in the upper. For a house 
built in Tennessee somewhere between 1798 and 1802, it is a rn 
great and imposing house. m

The entrance hall at Cragfont is broad, deep and excellent 
in proportion. A staircase rises on the east side of the hall 
way. A landing traverses the width of the hall on the north 
wall, and the stair continues on the west wall to the upper 
story. After leaving the main section Cragfont differs from the 
traditional Tennessee pioneer house. The back wing contains 
the dining room and slightly lower, the kitchen. Behind the *" 
kitchen, but not joined by a door, was a two-story smokehouse 
which was unique to this house. The wing upstairs contained a O 
large ballroom where the Winchester T s entertained frequently. 
The ballroom opened on both sides to the upstairs piazzas..
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- Cragfont is an important house because of its architecture as 
it was executed in a pioneer area at a very early date. It is 
also a monument to the stamina of the frontiersman and to his 
adherence to civilized manners and customs under the most difficult 
circumstances. General James Winchester, the builder of Cragfont, 
was a frontiersman and an Indian fighter, but he was also a man 
of high learning and great civility. Winchester fought:, in: the 
American Revolution, served in the North Carolina Constitutional 
Convention, and served as the first speaker of the Tennessee Senate 
He was also brigadier-general in the War of 1812 and served as 
commissioner to run the Chickasaw boundary line between Tennessee 
and Mississippi. Winchester, along with Andrew Jackson and John 
Overton, founded the city of Memphis.

During the Civil War, cavalry skirmishes took place around 
Cragfont, with famed cavalry leader, General John Hunt Morgan, 
directing the Confederate forces. George Winchester, son of 
James, lived on at Cragfont until after the Civil War. The 
Winchesters were followed by several other families at the place 
until 1956 when the State of Tennessee bought the property and 
the Sumner County Association for the Preservation of Tennessee 
Antiquities began the restoration.

Today the house museum stands situated on the very top of a 
craggy hill above Bledsoe T s Creek and looks down on the approaching 
visitor with all the hauteur and dignity befitting the position 
of eminence occupied by its builder.
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Revision of the geographical boundaries is being requested in order to correct a 
professional error in the original nomination which showed the acreage of the 
property to be less than the acreage owned by the state of Tennessee and also to 
extend the protection of the National Register to a parcel of land adjoining the 
Cragfont property which has been purchased by the State of Tennessee. The parcel 
of land recently purchased is significant as part of the original landholdings of 
Cragfont's builder, General James Winchester, and includes part of the original 
approach road to Cragfont.
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Verbal boundary description

The land owned by the State of Tennessee at Cragfont Historic Site includes two 
parcels of land as follows:

Parcel No. 1: [; .-/]$*.', •;' s

Beginning at an iron pin 15 * southwest of a spring at southwest corner of described 
tract; thence west with Lewis McMurtry's north boundar^d) north 83 degrees, east, 
918 feet to an iron pipe on east side of road; thence with said road north 39 
degrees west 126 feet to an oak tree in fence; thence with fence north 27 degrees 
30 minutes west 356.7 feet to a corner; thence north 5 degrees 20 minutes west 
294.5 feet to an iron pin in the south edge of poind; thence north 78 degrees .08 
minutes west 628.5 feet to an iron pin, said boundary line passing along south 
edge of cemetery, known as the James Winchester family burial ground; thence south 
1 degree 20 minutes west 944.7 feet to the beginning, said tract containing 
approximately 12.3 acres.

Parcel No. 2: £~ -: ' -> &

Begining at an access road known as the Cragfont Road, said road being located on 
the easterly side of Bledsoe Creek; said beginning point being located approximately 
800 feet north of U.S. Highway 25 in the center of Cragfont Road; beginning point 
is more particularly described as the northeast corner of the George Hamilton pro 
perty and thevwoutheast corner of the herein described tract of land; thence leaving 
the center of Cragfont Road with the Hamilton property north 84 degrees west, 114.10 
fiaet to a point in the line of the Corps of Engineers; thence with the Corps of 
Engineers running along the easterly bank of Bledsoe Creek as follows: north 3 
degrees 30 minutes east, 810.0 feet to a point; north 33 degrees west, 310.0 feet 
to a point; north 69 degrees 15 minutes west, 358.25 to a point in a ditch line; 
thence leaving the Corps of Engineers property and following the J.L. McMurtry 
property with the meanders of said ditch line north 4 degrees 40 minutes west, 100.86 
feet to a point; thence north 37 degrees 22 minutes east, 83.74 feet to a point at 
the intersection of said ditch line and the center of an access road; thence north 
8 degrees 13 minutes west, 89.10 feet to a point in the south line of the State of 
Tennessee property; thence with the State's line north 83 degrees 2 minutes east, 
425.0 feet to an iron pin on the easterly side of Cragfont Road, said point being 
the southeast corner of the State of Tennessee and the northeast corner of the 
herein described tract; thence with the center of Cragfont Road and the lines of 
J. L. McMurtry as follows: South 35 degrees 30 minutes east, 213.56 feet to a point; 
south 48 degrees east, 339.0 feet to a point; south 26 degrees 30 minutes east, 100.0
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feet to a point; south 7 degrees east, 275.0 feet to a point; south 3 degrees west, 
200.0 feet to a point; south 8 degrees west, 100.00 feet to a point; south 24 degrees 
45 minutes west, 100.0 feet to a point; thence south 37 degrees 30 minutes west, 
100.0 feet to a point; south 44 degrees 45 minutes west, 280.0 feet to a point; 
south 14 degrees 15 minutes west, 62.70 feet to the point of beginning and con 
taining an area of 14.12 acres more or less.
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There being no UTM grid tics, the latitude and longitude coordinates 
are given for the new boundaries.

A. 

B. 

C. 

D.

Latitude 
36° 24' 23"

36° 24' 03"

36° 23' 59"

36° 24' 20"

Longitude 
86° 20' 29"

86° 20' 16" 

86° 20' 24" 

86° 20' 38"
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