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S Origir.al Site

owing description is from the Anaconda Standard of 
June 12, 1898. It describes the original exterior and interior 
physical appearance of the library. Only the lighting system 
has been updated and carpet installed for greater enjoyment of 
the library. The original charm of the building has been re­ 
tained.

"In a commanding position on Main street, with lines of im­ 
pressive, classical beauty stands the Hearst free public 
library, a gift to the people of Anaconda from Mrs. Phoebe 
Hearst. The first impression one receives is of massive 
substantiality, an effect which is heightened by the striking 
ly Grecian purity of outline and the almost severe use of 
ornamentation which by itself would give an impression of 
stiffness were it not for the graceful strength imparted to 
the design by the great spreading arches of the windows. The 
building is of the best type of library structure, and has 
not its equal in Montana and will compare favorably with any 
public building in the West.

"The building is erected on one of the choicest sites in the 
city, a lot 150 by 140 at the corner of Main and Fourth 
streets. The building itself is 72x75, facing on Fourth and 
situated in the middle of the lot, giving room for a fine 
lawn. The building is a "^two-story structure with a basement 
and a trussed roof and the material of which it is composed 
is selected pressed brick, the foundations and trimmings 
being of gray Gregson granite.^

"The facade is exceptionally pure in design and impressive in 
appearance. Eight granite steps, 38 feet long^lead up to 
a deep portico, the entablature resting on two massive granite 
columns carrying Corinthian capitals /** the effect of which is 
harmoniously followed throughout the rest of the facade and 
the other sides of the building by pilasters. Between the 
pilasters, which rest on the basement walls of dressed Greg­ 
son granite, are the spreading arches of the large plate 
glass windows of the first floor, while the square windows 
of the second story give an impression of massive substan­ 
tiality which is contrasted and relieved by the graceful 
lines of the Corinthian caps of the pilasters supporting 
a heavy architrave of copper. Upon the frieze, which is 
left severely plain, rests the heavy copper cornice in the 
usual conventional lines.

"The portico with its columns 27 feet high, takes up half of 
the facade and presents a rich appearance with its heavy 
copper trimmings. The entrance to the library is through 
large double oak doors above which is an arched marble tablet 
bearing the inscription "Hearst Free Library."

(See Continuation Sheet 1)
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^ ^e doors open into a vestibule, richly yet simply finished 

in quartered oak and then through two large swinging doors 
the library proper is reached, which occupies the whole of 
the first floor with the exception of a private office for 
the librarian. As on the outside so in the inside, there 
cannot be perceived a single discordant line or an inharmon­ 
ious feature or detail of design. Floods of light pour in 
from the great arched windows and it is caught up and sub­ 
dued by the neutral tinting of the walls and ceiling, a 
provision which is appreciated by readers. The east side 
of the main floor is partitioned off by a bronze railing 
behind which are the book shelves of japanned steel conven­ 
iently situated with relation to the librarian's delivery 
desk. The rest of the floor space is given up to newspaper 
and magazine racks and reading tables.

"Beauty and utility are gracefully blended in the design of 
this part of the building. The effect of simple lines, of 
rich yet plain finishings, the entire* absence of meaningless 
ornamentation, the rigid observance of the canons of good 
architectural taste in the smallest details, produce an 
impression that is not soon forgotten and reflects the great' 
est credit on the architect and those who so skilfully gave 
form and substance to his ideas.

"The main floor is lighted by ten large glass windows 7^x10 
feet and seven smaller ones, and in the evening 180 incan- 
descents pendant from rich brass chandeliers throw a pleas­ 
ing light through frosted globes.^The floor is laid in 
maple finished in oil. \A11 of the finishing is in quarter- 
sawed white oak, harmonizing perfectly with the neutral 
color of the walls.^one the most pleasing features of the 
first floor design is the great fireplace on the south side 
with its massive oak mantel reaching two-thirds of the way 
to the ceiling, x

"The blankness of the wall spaces is pleasantly broken by 
pictures of more than ordinary interest and art value. 
There are portraits of the late Senator Hearst and Mrs. 
Hearst and a number of oils, engravings; and photogravures. 
In one corner is a well executed bust of Senator Hearst in 
marble. A burnt-wood portrait of Agassiz is worthy of par­ 
ticular notice.

(See Continuation Sheet 2)
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"The second floor of the building is carried on steel I beams 
supported by three columns and is reached by a stairway at 
the northwest corner of the building and leads to a large 
hall from which open the different rooms of the second floor. 
A rich heavy baluster marks the stairway landing. From the 
hall one looks out through large square windows on to the 
portico and the walls are hung with several engravings and 
oils. Wide double doors open from the hall into the two 
large reference rooms which, with two writing rooms, make up 
the divisions of the second floor. The woman 1 ^writing room 
occupies the northwest corner and is cozily fitted up with 
writing tables, easy lounging chairs and couches, while water 
colors and engravings give the room an added attractiveness 
and three large square windows furnish plenty of light. 
From these windows a view of unexcelled beauty of the sur­ 
rounding snow-capped mountains is obtained.

"The reference library and women's reading room is reached 
by a door from the writing room in addition to the large 
double doors from the hall. It is a large, well lighted 
room occupying in space about two-thirds of the west side 
of the second floor, and is finished and fitted up in a 
style similar to that prevailing throughout the building. 
A large reference library is found on the shelves along the 
partition of white oak, and magazine racks are scattered 
here and there near the reading tables, while large easy 
chairs show that comfort as well as utility has been consult­ 
ed in fitting up the room.

"On the east side of the second floor are the men's writing 
room and the reading room, with a large reference library. 
The reading room is larger than the one on the other side, 
but the same general plan of furnishing is observed. The 
partition between the two reading rooms is movable so that 
if the necessity should arise the two rooms could be thrown 
into one large lecture room. As on the first floor, every 
available wall space has its engraving, pastel, photogravure 
or oil, forming a well selected nucleus for an art gallery. 
Upon both floors such conveniences as cloak rooms and closets 
have not been overlooked."
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hearst Free Library was a gift from George and Phoebe 
Hearst in 1898 to the City of Anaconda. It was officially 
opened to the public on June 1, 1898. s George Hearst was 
one of Marcus Daly's partners in the fabulous Anaconda Mine 
in Butte and made his fortune in mining. Their son, William 
Randolph Hearst, became renown in the newspaper business.

The library, which is still one of the finest buildings in 
the city, has been the only public library in the history 
of Anaconda, and has therefore assumed great importance in 
the library-education field for the Anaconda area. Its con­ 
nection with the famous Hearst family, and the impressive, 
classical architecture and harmonious, beautiful and utili­ 
tarian interior make the Hearst Free Library a landmark in 
Anaconda and an institution of state significance.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andHiVric Preservation
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Ashley'^C. Roberts 

Title State Liaison Officer
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