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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kootenai County Court House is a buff brick building in the Georgian- 
Revival style. The two story symmetrical structure stands on a raised basement 
and has balancing three-bay wfngs. It is distinguished by its terra cotta 
ornamentation and Palladianesqtte round-arched windows.

The story and a half portico includes two Roman Doric columns supporting an 
entabulature with a triglyph and metope frieze and a balustered balcony. The 
second story round arched windows continue the balustrade motif. Below these 
windows is a cutstone and terra cotta band molding. Brick pilasters with terra 
cotta round arches frame the windows. Modi 11 ion-like keystones and wreathed 
spandrel plaques further enhance the prominance of the windows. Larger brick 
pilasters with terra cotta caps separate the windows and support the frieze. 
A parapet (with the Idaho State seal) rises from the cornice.
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Additional information for Kootenai County Courthouse

The third floor contains court rooms with high ceilings. Originally the entire 
floor was one court room, however, in recent years it has been partitioned into 
three separate court rooms. The original wainscotting, the jury box, judges 
bench, and attorney's docket are intact.

There have been no exterior additions or alterations to this rectangular building 

Item #10

This property includes all the land owned by Kootenai County upon which the 
courthouse is located.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Understandably, all county courthouses have significance as local landmarks, 
but the Kootenat County Courthouse is architecturally significant as well. It 
is an example of the Georgian revival style In Idaho. Its large round arched 
windows, balconied portico, and cornice and terra cotta details make it an imposing 
local building. The open surrounding landscaping further enhances the structure's 
commanding appearance.

This is the only known building designed by Spokane architect Julius Zittle in 
Coeur d'Alene, although in collaboration with his partner Herman Preuss the firm 
is responsible for some of Spokane's most important buildings.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.


