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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Comfortably set back from the road on its highly visible Main Street site, the Zeb 
Edmiston House is a one-story gable-roofed single pile woodframe weatherboard-faced 
structure with one-story ell projecting from the rear (east). · The building is raised 
above grade on a low stone foundation wall and terminates with brick chimneys in the 
gable ends. Fenestration is simple and symmetrical; the existing windows are not 
original to the building. Most significant is the one-story gable-roofed portico that 
frames the building•s entrance. The portico features two pairs of slender 
box columns,with simple indications of capitals and bases, carried on paneled wood 
pedestals. The colunins carry a wide, unembellished frieze with shallow cornice; the 
weatherboard face~ portico pediment is enriched by a wide raking cornice board. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Zeb Edmiston House is of architectural significance in Canehill's nineteenth­
century townscape. Although constructed during the town's post Civil War resurgence, 
the building exhibits the strong <impact Greek Revival-derived forms had on Arkansas 1 

vernacular architecture and the tenacity with which that design idiom continued to 
be influential even as the Victorian era began. In this connection, the Zeb Edmiston 
House is among the Canehill architecture that indicates that the first structures 
built after the Civil War referred to and recalled the earlier -antebellum period. The 
building's portico, distinguished by its paired columns on paneled pedestals, is a 
finely crafted vernacular interpretation of this Classical form. Zeb Edmiston, a 
member of one of Cane hi 11' s prominent 1 ate-ni neteenth-:century ·farni He!?. , .. was j _nvohed . tn 
the mercantile~business. 

~erbal Boundary Description Block 2, Original Plat, Lots 6, 7 and part of Lot 8 
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Northing 3974 490 
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