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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cavanagh House is a simple, vernacular version of the Gothic Revival style, 
which reached the midwest in the 1850 f s and was popular here until after the 
Civil War. The house is built of brick, on a stone foundation, in an L-shaped 
plan. It is 1% stories, with a one story addition to the left of the front 
facade. The main roof is steeply pitched, gable, covered with sheet metal; that 
of the small addition is flat and slightly sloping for drainage. There are two brick 
chimneys; one on the main roof (now covered with cement), and a taller chimney 
at the rear of the addition. The gable roof of the main section has a narrow 
bargeboard with a perforated scalloped edging; eaves elsewhere on this section 
have an edging of lobe-like forms. The flat-roofed addition has a narrow wooden 
cornice. There is a wood porch set within the angle formed by the two sections of 
the main house, which is reminiscent of Greek Revival influence in its use of 
square pilasters and columns to support a full entablature beneath the flat roof.

The Gothic Revival influence is most strongly seen in the high pitch of the roof 
and in the pointed-arch tracery windows of the south and west facades. The shape 
is repeated in both entrances.

The house is set on a wooded lot at the end of a street in a residential area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cavanagh House is one of two brick Gothic Revival houses remaining in Iowa City. 
Its simple, concise lines and details contribute to its significance as an example 
of the vernacular use of Gothic Revival influences. Also, the integrity of the 
house and its wooded setting have remained intact, thus reflecting the character 
of this northwest corner of the original city plan.

The original owner of the house, James Cavanagh (or Cavanaugh) (1806-1879), was born 
in Ohio and lived in Cass County, Michigan, before coming to Iowa and Johnson County 
around 1840. For a number of years he farmed in the Solon area (northeast of Iowa 
City) then established residence in this house on Reno Street, probably in the late 
1860's. Cavanagh was active in local politics, serving at various times as county 
auditor, county commissioner, Justice of the Peace, a member of the 7th General 
Assembly. One of Cavanagh f s eight sons, Matthew (b. 1832), carried on his father's 
political and civic activism in Iowa City, as a local attorney, county sheriff, city 
council member (1862) and mayor (1878).

After James Cavanagh T s wife, Amy, died in 1902, the house was purchased by Joseph 
Zetek, and remained in the possession of the Zetek family until 1976.
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