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1. Name of Property
historic name _ Lake Leatherwood Recreational Facilities

other names/site number CR1076

2. Location L
street & number End of County Road #61 not for publication n/a
“clty, town _ Eureka Springs vicinity
state Arkansas code AR county Carroll code AR 015 zlp code 72432
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public-local district LGN 0__ bulldings
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1. Name of Property
historic name Lake Leatherwood Recreational Facilities

other names/site number CR1076
2. Location -
street & number End of County Road #61 |_Inot for publication n/a
“clty, town  Eureka Springs [x] vicinity

state Arkansas code AR county Carroll code AR 015 _ 2ip code 72/32
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
D private buliding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
X public-local district 2 0 __bulldings
[ public-State site sites
] public-Federal (] structure structures

(] object objects
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4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

j e promny&ets D S nwhe National Register criteria. D See eontlnu;?on n?ct. 90
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture/Outdoor Recreation

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture/Outdoor ‘Recreation

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: NPS Rustic Architecture

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Stone

walls Wood/Weatherboard

roof Asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X] see continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ nationally [] statewide Riocally

Applicable National Register Criteria KA s Elc Jo

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ JB8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Social History 1939-40
Architecture

-0 1990

Significant Dates
n/a

Cultural Affiliation

n/a
Significant Person Architect/Builder 5
: n/a Civilian Construction Corps

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[% ] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dprollmlnlry determination of individual listing (36 CFR 87)
has been requested
previously listed In the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a Natlonal Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Bulldings
Survey #

[:]ncorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[X] see continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government

(] University

(] Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than one

UTM References
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[:l See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description Beginning at the point formed by a line running along the intersection of
the southern edge of County Road #61 with the western shoreline of Lake Leatherwood, proceed
. southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along

the southern elevation of the bathhouse; thence proceed easterly along said line to a point formed
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the bathhouse;
thence, proceed notherly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a line running
along the southern edge of County Road #61; thence, [C]see continuation sheet
proceed easterly to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.

[C] see continuation sheet

11._Form Prepared By

nameftitie ﬂmwﬁmm.{m_@smn
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date _November 9, 1990

street & number ‘225 kast Markham, Suite 2200 telephone (501) 324-9346
clty or town Little Rock state _ Arkansas zlp code 72201

*U.8.0P0:1988-0-223-918
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Built at the same time as Lake Leatherwood Dam were two single story, wood frame
structures: a bathhouse and an open barbecue pit. Both are covered with gable roofs and
supported by continuous stone foundations, though the bathhouse features jerkin-head gables
on each of its ends and a projecting, central entrance porch is covered with a hipped roof. The
porch also features a stone foundation and its roof is supported on four pair of massive square
posts set on stone piers. Its windows are twelve-over-twelve wood sash.

Both are located approximately a mile to the south of the dam, on the western shore. They
both appear to be in excellent condition.
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The creation of Lake Leatherwood was but one of several projects carried out in Arkansas with
the involvement -- or under the direct supervision of -- the Soil Conservation Service (SCS).
Organized in 1935 during the first administration of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the SCS owed
its existence to President Roosevelt’s vision regarding the threats posed to both the American
landscape and American agriculture by erosion and outdated farming techniques that depleted
the soil. Though the magnitude and seriousness of this problem was no more dramatically
illustrated than during the dust storms of 1934 and 1935 that literally carried thousands of tons
of drought-parched soil from the Great Plains states eastward, creating the infamous "Dust
Bowl," the first incarnation of this federal agency was actually created a year previous with the
establishment of the Soil Erosion Service, organized under the Department of the Interior. By
1935, Congress passed the Soil Conservation Act, formally establishing the Soil Conservation
Service as part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In carrying out the various conservation
projects with which they were charged, both agencies made use of Civilian Conservation Corps
labor, with the SCS supervising as many as 454 CCC camps nationwide by 1936.

The Soil Conservation Service’s legacy in Arkansas did not actually begin until 1937. In
February of that year, President Roosevelt sent a letter to all state governors requesting the
passage of legislation authorizing the establishment of soil conservation districts as political
subdivisions of the state. The Arkansas General Assembly happened to be in session at the time,
and Governor Carl E. Bailey’s office drafted legislation to respond to President Roosevelt’s
request. On March 3, 1937, Governor Bailey signed the bill into law and by November of that
year four soil conservation districts had been drawn and approved. Thereafter, SCS embarked
on a number of conservation projects aimed at erosion prevention and soil enrichment throughout
these initial four districts, with the construction of Lake Leatherwood premier among them.

The Lake Leatherwood Dam and Recreational Buildings were constructed by the Works Progress
Administration under the direction of the recently-established Soil Conservation Service with
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) labor. The work was commenced in 1938 and completed
by 1940. The lake and the associated dam were constructed in part as a recreational project, the
point being to create a fresh water lake for canoeing, sailing, fishing and swimming for the local
residents; toward that end, the CCC also constructed the bathhouse and barbecue pit
approximately one mile to the south, on the lake’s western shore, as part of a picnic area.
However, the Lake Leatherwood dam was also built as a soil and erosion control project, with
the goal of preventing the continuing loss of woodland and potential housmg sites at the northern
end of West Leatherwood Creek.

Upon completion of the dam, the federal government leased the property around the lake to
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various members of the community. During this time the government then deeded ownership of
the property to the city of Eureka Springs with the agreement that the property would always
be opened to the public and never sold into private hands. Though local residents continue to
lease the property (and therefore continue to maintain it) the dam and the buildings remain in
the hands of the city. The picnic area is currently used for fishing, picnicking, camping and
swimming.
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See "Recreational Facilities Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in Arkansas, 1933-
1942," Section H.
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1. Name of Property
historic name Lake Leatherwood Recreational Facilities

other names/site number CR1076

2. Location

street & number End of County Road #61 [__I not for publication n/a
clty town __ Eureka Springs [X] vicinity
state Arkansas code AR county Carroll code AR 015 zip code 72532
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
D private [E bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ X public-local (] district & 0__bulldings
(] public-State [ ]site sites
(] public-Federal [ structure structures

[ object objects

2 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Facﬂlt}es Constructed by the Civilian Conservation listed in the National Register

Corps in Arkansas, 1933-1947,
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
c Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

] xets [ gibs (:mhe National Register criteria. [:]s« contlnu;t}on— sl?ol. 90
Date

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ meets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture/Outdoor Recreation

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture/Outdoor Recreation

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: NPS Rustic Architecture

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Stone

walls Wood/Weatherboard

roof Asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X]see continuation sheet
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Built at the same time as Lake Leatherwood Dam were two single story, wood frame
structures: a bathhouse and an open barbecue pit. Both are covered with gable roofs and
supported by continuous stone foundations, though the bathhouse features jerkin-head gables
on each of its ends and a projecting, central entrance porch is covered with a hipped roof. The
porch also features a stone foundation and its roof is supported on four pair of massive square
posts set on stone piers. Its windows are twelve-over-twelve wood sash.

Both are located approximately a mile to the south of the dam, on the western shore. They
both appear to be in excellent condition.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [ statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [E]A [:] B E]C D D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 1B [Jc [Jp [Je [JF [a
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Social History 1939-40 n/a
Architecture
Cultural Affiliation
n/a
Significant Person Architect/Builder
n/a Civilian Construction Corps W

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

@] See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 687)
has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

|:]provlounly determined eligible by the National Register

(] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Bulldings
Survey #

[Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[X] see continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

[X] state historic preservation office
Other State agency
Federal agency

] Local government

] University

(] Other

Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property ___Less than one

UTM References
All,5] (4]3,1]9:3,0] (4,0[3 ,2]2,0,0]
Zone Easting Northing
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[] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description Beginning at the point formed by a line running along the intersection of
the southern edge of County Road #61 with the western shoreline of Lake Leatherwood, proceed
southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along
the southern elevation of the bathhouse; thence proceed easterly along said line to a point formed
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the bathhouse;
thence, proceed notherly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a line running
along the southern edge of County Road #61; thence, [_]see continuation sheet
proceed easterly to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.

(] see continuation sheet
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nameltitle Kenneth Story, Architectural Historian
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
street & number _ 220 Last IMarkham, Suite 2200

clty or town Little Rock

date _November 9, 1990
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state _Arkansas zip code _72201
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The creation of Lake Leatherwood was but one of several projects carried out in Arkansas with
the involvement -- or under the direct supervision of -- the Soil Conservation Service (SCS).
Organized in 1935 during the first administration of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the SCS owed
its existence to President Roosevelt’s vision regarding the threats posed to both the American
landscape and American agriculture by erosion and outdated farming techniques that depleted
the soil. Though the magnitude and seriousness of this problem was no more dramatically
illustrated than during the dust storms of 1934 and 1935 that literally carried thousands of tons
of drought-parched soil from the Great Plains states eastward, creating the infamous "Dust
Bowl," the first incarnation of this federal agency was actually created a year previous with the
establishment of the Soil Erosion Service, organized under the Department of the Interior. By
1935, Congress passed the Soil Conservation Act, formally establishing the Soil Conservation
Service as part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In carrying out the various conservation
projects with which they were charged, both agencies made use of Civilian Conservation Corps
labor, with the SCS supervising as many as 454 CCC camps nationwide by 1936.

The Soil Conservation Service’s legacy in Arkansas did not actually begin until 1937. In
February of that year, President Roosevelt sent a letter to all state governors requesting the
passage of legislation authorizing the establishment of soil conservation districts as political
subdivisions of the state. The Arkansas General Assembly happened to be in session at the time,
and Governor Carl E. Bailey’s office drafted legislation to respond to President Roosevelt’s
request. On March 3, 1937, Governor Bailey signed the bill into law and by November of that
year four soil conservation districts had been drawn and approved. Thereafter, SCS embarked
on a number of conservation projects aimed at erosion prevention and soil enrichment throughout
these initial four districts, with the construction of Lake Leatherwood premier among them.

The Lake Leatherwood Dam and Recreational Buildings were constructed by the Works Progress
Administration under the direction of the recently-established Soil Conservation Service with
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) labor. The work was commenced in 1938 and completed
by 1940. The lake and the associated dam were constructed in part as a recreational project, the
point being to create a fresh water lake for canoeing, sailing, fishing and swimming for the local
residents; toward that end, the CCC also constructed the bathhouse and barbecue pit
approximately one mile to the south, on the lake’s western shore, as part of a picnic area.
However, the Lake Leatherwood dam was also built as a soil and erosion control project, with
the goal of preventing the continuing loss of woodland and potential housing sites at the northern
end of West Leatherwood Creek.

Upon completion of the dam, the federal government leased the property around the lake to
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various members of the community. During this time the government then deeded ownership of
the property to the city of Eureka Springs with the agreement that the property would always
be opened to the public and never sold into private hands. Though local residents continue to
lease the property (and therefore continue to maintain it) the dam and the buildings remain in
the hands of the city. The picnic area is currently used for fishing, picnicking, camping and
swimming.



9. Major Bibliographical References

[X] see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested msmo historic preservation office
previously listed In the National Register Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
designated a Natlonal Historic Landmark Local government
recorded by Historic American Bulldings DUnIvoraIty
Survey # ] other

E]recordod by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:

Record #

10._Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than one

UTM References
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[C]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description Beginning at the point formed by a line running along the intersection of
the southern edge of County Road #61 with the western shoreline of Lake Leatherwood, proceed
. southerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along

the southern elevation of the bathhouse; thence proceed easterly along said line to a point formed
by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the bathhouse;
thence, proceed notherly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a line running
along the southern edge of County Road #61; thence, [C] see continuation sheet
proceed easterly to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.

[C]see continuation sheet
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See "Recreational Facilities Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in Arkansas, 1933-
1942," Section H.
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