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The Dr. Henry Jacob Bigelow House stands on one of Newton's highest h i l l s (Oak 
H i l l ) and commands a magnificant view of the surrounding towns. The house was 
designed i n 1885 and b u i l t a year l a t e r , one of the la s t works of architect Henry 
Hobson Richardson. I t s exterior remains v i r t u a l l y unchanged from i t s o r i g i n a l 
appearance, except for the evidence of deterioration. 

The Bigelow House i s a two-story shingle style house b u i l t around a courtyard. 
The long east elevation contains the main entrance to the courtyard and has i r r e g ­
u l a r l y spaced fenestration, sometimes with paired windows of 6 over 6 l i g h t s , 
or with larger openings of 8 over 8 and smaller ones of 3 over 3. Interrupting the 
plane of the east elevation i s a second-story gabled section which projects from 
the facade. This main section of the house has a ridge roof and two brick chimneys. 

The steep ridge roof of the southern section of the house runs perpendicular to 
that of the east side. This section contains a chimney and next to i t a level area 
i n the roof which was once a lookout. The variety i n fenestration i s again 
shown i n the use of 4 over 4 l i g h t s . A small t u r r e t , projecting from the second 
story of the southwest corner, provides a b i t of whimsy that i s unusual for the 
house. 

The rear of the house which forms the west side of the courtyard i s accented by a 
polygonal lantern with a cone-shaped roof. This segment of the house was used as 
a kitchen and servants' quarters. 

To the north i s the carriage house, again with i t s ridge roof running perpendicular 
to that of the central section.• 

Except i n the carriage house, the second story of the house s l i g h t l y overhangs 
the f i r s t f l o o r . This e f f e c t i s emphasized by a subtle f l a r i n g out of the shingles 
on the second f l o o r . 

The i n t e r i o r of the Bigelow House has been considerably altered for use as dormitory 
and classroom space by the Peabody School (New England Peabody Home for Crippled 
Children). I n 1963 the house was leased to the City of Newton who allowed the 
property to f a l l i n t o a state of disrepair. More recently the c i t y has agreed i n 
the future to provide better maintenance and to conduct f e a s i b i l i t y studies for 
housing and other alternative uses. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dr. Henry Jacob Bigelow House, s i t t i n g high on Oak H i l l i n Newton, i s among 
the l a s t designs (January 1886) of Henry Hobson Richardson. Richardson was one of 
the foremost architects of his day and i s known both for his Romanesque Revival 
and shingle style houses. The Bigelow House, although not one of Richardson's 
most outstanding shingle houses, i s nevertheless the only shingle residence by 
the master i n Newton. I t s b e a u t i f u l s i t e on a wooded h i l l sets i t apart from the 
housing developments on the nearest streets and ca l l s to mind the period when the 
area consisted exclusively of farms and woodland. 

Dr. Henry Jacob Bigelow, for whom the house was b u i l t , was an eminent surgeon i n 
the mid-19th century. The Bigelow family had a long history i n Massachusetts, 
and members of the family contributed greatly to c u l t u r a l and academic a f f a i r s i n 
the Commonwealth. Jacob Bigelow, Henry's father, was a prominent Boston physician 
and i s also known for his founding of Mount Auburn Cemetery i n Cambridge, Mass­
achusetts. Like his father, Henry attended Harvard Medical School and later served 
as a professor there and as a surgeon at the Massachusetts General Hospital. 
He was profoundly interested i n the study of anaesthesia, and i n 1846 performed 
the f i r s t painless operation at Massachusetts General with Dr. W. T. G. Morton 
administering sulfuric-ether to Gilbert Abbott. Bigelow later published the f i r s t 
account of the use of ether i n a surgical operation. He also made important 
contributions i n the development of sophisticated surgery involving the correction 
of dislocated hips and devised an instrument to crush stones i n the bladder and 
a means to remove the fragments. His work was i n f l u e n t i a l on both sides of the 
A t l a n t i c . Bigelow married Susan Sturgis whose family were prominent Boston mer­
chants. Through t h e i r connections with shipping, the Bigelows were able to amass 
a f i n e c o l l e c t i o n of Chinese a r t , much of which i s now at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. 
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