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The Dr. Henry Jacob Bigel ow House stands on one of Newton's highest hills (Qak
Hill) and commands a magnificant view of t hesurrounding towns. The house was
designed i n1885 and built a year later, one of thelast works of architect Henry
Hobson Ri chardson. ['tsexterior remains virtually unchanged from i ts original
appearance, except for theevidence of deterioration.

The Bigelow House i sa two-story shingle style house built around a courtyard.

The long east elevationcontains themin entrance tothecourtyard and has irreg-
ularly spaced fenestration, sometimes with paired windows of 6 over 6 lights,

or with larger openings of 8 over 8 and smaller ones of 3 over 3. [Interruptingthe
plane of theeast elevationi sa second-story gabled section which projects from
the facade. This main section of thehouse has a ridge roof and two brick chimeys.

The steep ridge roof of thesouthern section of thehouse runs perpendicular to
that of theeast side. This section contains a chimey and next toi ta level area
in theroof which was once a | ookout. The variety i nfenestration i s again

shown i ntheuse of 4 over 4 lights. A small turret, projecting fromthe second
story of thesouthwest corner, provides a bit of whinsy that i sunusual forthe
house.

The rear of thehouse which forms t hewest side of thecourtyard i saccented by a
pol ygonal lantern with a cone-shaped roof. This segnent of t hehouse was used as
a kitchen and servants' quarters.

To thenorth i sthecarriage house, again with itsridge roof running perpendicular
to that of thecentral section.e

Except i nthecarriage house, thesecond story of thehouse slightly overhangs
the first floor. This effect i senphasized by a subtle flaring out of t heshingles
on t hesecond floor.

The interior of theBigel ow House has been considerably altered for use as dormtory
and classroom space by t he Peabody School (New Engl and Peabody Hbone for Crippled
Children). 1 n 1963 t hehouse was leased totheCity of Newton who allowedthe
property tofall into a state of disrepair. Mre recently thecity has agreedi n
the future toprovide better maintenance and t o conduct feasibility studies for
housing and other alternative uses.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dr. Henry Jacob Bigel ow House, sitting high on Gk Hill inNewon, i s anmong
the last designs (January 1886) of Henry Hobson Richardson. Richardson was one of
the foremost architects of his day and i sknown both for hi s Romanesque Revi val
and shingle style houses. The Bigel ow House, although not one of Richardson's
nmost out standingshingle houses, i sneverthelesstheonly shingle residence by

the master inNewton. |tsbheautiful site on a wooded hill sets it apart fromthe
housi ng devel opnents on t henearest streets and calls tomnd theperiod whent he
area consisted exclusively of farms and woodl and.

Dr. Henry Jacob Bigelow, for whomt hehouse was built, was an em nent surgeoni n
the md-19th century. The Bigelow famly had a long history i n Massachusetts,

and menbers of thefamly contributed greatly tocultural and academc affairsi n
the Conmonweal th. Jacob Bigel ow, Henry's father, was a prom nent Boston physician
and i salso known for his founding of Mount Auburn Cenetery i nCanbridge, Mass-
achusetts. Like his father, Henry attended Harvard Medical School and |ater served
as a professor there and as a surgeon at t heMassachusetts General Hospital.

H was profoundlyinterested i nthestudy of anaesthesia, and i n 1846 performed

the first painless operation at Massachusetts General with Dr. W T. G Morton
administering sulfuric-ether toGilbert Abbott. Bigelow later publishedthe first
account of theuse of ether i na surgical operation. He also nadeimportant
contributions i nthedevel opment of sophisticated surgery involving thecorrection
of dislocated hips and devised an instrument t ocrush stones i nthebladder and

a means t orenove thefragments. Hi swork was influential on both sides of the
Atlantic. Bigelow married Susan Sturgis whose fam |y were prom nent Boston rmer-
chants. Through their connections with shipping, theBigelows were able t o anass
a fine collection of Chinese art, much of which i snow at t heBoston Miseumof Fine Arts.
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