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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barney L. Ford building is a rectangular three story red brick
structure. The original windows featured narrow arched cathedral
style tops. The present windows have been squared by the addition of
concrete tops.

In 1892, the present third story was added to the structure and the
second floor was raised to its present height. While the line of
demarcation is visible upon careful study, the overall effect is
one of an original three story building.

At approximately the same time the third story was added, entrances
to the second floor and the basement, originally on the inside, were
moved outside to facilitate commercial access.

The building, while changed somewhat from its original structure,
gives the impression still today of a commercial structure built early
in the last half of the nineteenth century. It remains today, the
only recognizable property in Denver connected with the life and
career of Barney Ford.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Barney L. Ford was a Black pioneer, businessman, civic leader, and
politician who played an important role in the early history of Colorado.
Born Jan. 22, 1822 in Stafford Va., he escaped to Chicago where he became
active in the abolitionist movement.

In 1860, Ford moved to Colorado. He first rented then purchased the
property at 1514 Blake Street in 1862. The original structure was destroyed
by fire the next year., Borrowing$9,000 from the Kountze Brothers bank

(now the Colorado National Bank), he built a two story brick structure on
the site. A restaurant and bar was located on the first and second floors
of the building, a barber shop and hair salon in the basement.

From this simple operation, Mr. Ford exapnded his commercial holdings
steadily. Perhaps the highlight of his career was the construction of the
InterOcean hotel in Denver at a cost of $53,000 and another InterOcean
Hotel in Cheyenne Wyoming in 1875 at a cost of approximately $65,000.

In addition to these holdings, he held numerous other income properties

in Denver and Breckinridge. In 1864, his income was the fourteenth highest
in the state.

From the beginning, Ford was an active leader in the civil rights movement
in Colorado. He played a significant role in the admission of Colorado

to the Union as a free state. He was active in the Republican party and
was the first black to be nominated to the Territorial Legislature. He

was both a member and a delegate to the Republican County Convention and
Central Committee in the years 1867, 1872, and 1873.

The property at 1514 Blake Street is one of the few properties remaining
in Denver associated with this pivotal Black leader. It gains added importanc
in that it was one of kis earliest commercial successes.
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