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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office 01 the Secretary, State House, Bostoa 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

R o l l 26 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 
131-E 

1. Town V/o rces t e r 

Address •.Washington Square 

Name 
Urj i n j g ^ t a t l o n S t a t i o n 

Present use v a c a n t 

ir'enn u e n t r a i 'i'raiisp.CJo  
Present ovsTier Hoon 1310 

b i^erm c e n t r a l i ' l a s a 
Description: P h i l a d e l p h i a , p a , 191( 

Date 1909 -1911 

Source W o r c e s t e r IIaga7.ine 

Style C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l (Beaux A r t s 
'..'atson and i l u c k e l o f 

Architect P h i l a d e l p h i a 

Exterior wall fabric t e r r a c o t t a ( g l a z e i 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features a r c h e d e n t r i e s f l a n k e d 

b y m a r b l e I o n i c co l i i r . i n s , g r a n i t e 

b a s e , c a s t c o n c r e t e pediraents on 
o l d toT^rer bases ^ 

t o w e r s 
Altered removed Date 1930s? 

Moved no Date 

, OTM 5. 
A s s e s s o r s ' Book 2 , p . l 4 

Lot size: L o t 12 63 ,029 s q . f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 3 0 0 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

50» 

6. Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization w'orc . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc 

Date Jeb'.^uary 1973 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

^o.qf.on anrl A l b a n y T.^aTlrocq.r] 

r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates vacant (p re sen t ! 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
C ommunication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) ''•'' /'i-:^ 

Presently abandoned and open to the weather, the Union Station v/as 
b u i l t between 1909 aJid 1911 to replace an e a r l i e r Union Station (now 
demolished) on the northeast side of l.^ashingtcn Square. The e a r l i e r 
b u i l d i n g , also owned by the Boston and Albany Railroad, had been designed 
by the Boston a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i m of V.are an.d. VaaiBrunt, and had been opened 
in l875« By the early twentieth centur2r, i t becarae necessary to elevate 
in-town r a i l r o a d traces, raaking the ground l e v e l tracks of the 1875 station 
obsolete and requiring" i t s replacement. 

After several years i n which proposed plans x^ere alt e r e d , the present 
s t a t i o n , the main, body of which was modeled, aft e r a Roman b a s i l i c a , was 
begun i n 1909« Construction of the b u i l d i n g ifas delayed by the presence 
of part of the Blackstono Cansal bed (then i n use as a sewer) which required 
special engineering f o r the support of the foundation. Upon completion 
i n 1911, the Union Station possessed tx-fo ornate baroq'ie style toxjers (each 
175' high) r i s i n g on eiiJier side of the three main eatry arches. These 
tov;ers, faced w i t h white marble, were l a t e r removed f o r reasons of struc­
t u r a l V7eakness. The remainder of the b u i l d i n g i s set on a granite base 
and faced, w i t h glased vjhite t e r r a c o t t a ; the main entries are framed by 
marble Ionic half-columns, Although much of the 
exterior remains i n t a c t , the station's i n t e r i o r , 
•vault of the main waiting room (80» x 128') w i t h 
t r i m has been l a r g e l y destroyed. Constructed of 
building may s t i l l be salvagable f o r re~use. 

building's o r i g i n a l ornate 
including the e l l i p t i c a l 
i t s plasterx-:ork add marbl 
steel and concrete, the 

(cent,) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

IJorcester IlagC'rine, J u l y 1911, pp.519-52? ( i l l u s t r a t e d a r t i c l e ) 

: . : :ut t , C. H i s t o r y o f V/orcester , v o l , I I , pp.983-986 ( h i s t o r y o f V /o rces t e r»3 
r a i l r o a d s ) 



A ' 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coiiiii u n i t y : Form No: 

V/orcester 131-3 

Property Name: Union S t a t i o n 

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued below. 

•9 . 
During i t s major per iod of a c t i v i t y , the Union Sta t ion served the 

Boston 'L Albany, the Boston c: Maine, the ilew York £: liew Haven and the 
ITew York Central Railroad Companies, During the ear ly twent ie th century 
the s t a t i on was an object of c i v i c p r i d e . f o r i t s vast scale, elaborate 
c l a s s i ca l design and heavy t r a i n t r a f f i c . Despite the s tructxire 's present 
neglected s ta te , i t re ta ins raajor elements of i t s o r i g i n a l design and 
i s the c i t y ' s most imposing e:>2imple of Beaux Ar t s Class ical a rch i tec ture , 
one which also servea- as a major l o c a l landxaark by v i r t u e of i t s grand 
scale and prominent s i t e . At present various proposals ex is t f o r the 
b u i l d i n g ' s preservat ion and re-use. 

Staple to Inventory form at bo t t 

/ 

om 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


