FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office Olthe Secretary, State House, Bostoa

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 26

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

, OTM 5.

(over)

1. Town

In Area no. Form no.
131-E

V/orcester

Address e«.Washington Square

Name Urj i nj gStattil@m

Present use vacant

irenn uentrai ‘i‘raiisp.CJo
Present ovsTieer Hoon 1310
b i“erm central i'lasa

Description: Philadelphia, pa, 191(

Date 1909-1911
Source Worcester llaga7.ine

Style Classical Revival (Beaux Arts
..'atson and iluckel of
Architect Philadelphia

Exterior wall fabric terracotta (glazei
Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features arched entries flanked

by marble lonic coliir.ins, granite

base, cast concrete pediraents on
old toT”rer bases N

towers
Altered removed Date 1930s?

Moved no Date

A ssessors' Book 2, p.l4
Lot size: Lot 12 63,029 sq.ft.

One acre or less Over one acre X
Approximate frontage 300

Approximate distance of building from street

50»

. Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization w'orc. Heritage Pres. Soc

Date Jeb' . Auary 1973



7. Original owner (if known) no.gf.on anrl Albany T.aTlrocg.t]
Original use railroad station

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates vacant (present!

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
C ommunication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation
9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) tet [N

Present|ly abandoned and open t othe weather, the Union Station v/as
built between 1909 alJid 1911t oreplace an earlier Union Stationﬂnow
denol i shed) on the northeast side of |.”ashingtcn Square. The earlier
building, also owned by the Boston and Al bany Railroad, had been designed
by the Boston architectural f i m of V.are and VaaiBrunt, and had been opened
in 875« By the early twentiethcentur2r, i t becarae necessary t oelevate
in-town railroad traces, raaki ngf the ground level tracks of t hel875 station
obsolete and requiring"” its replacement.

After several years inwhich proposed plans x"ere altered, the present
station, the main, body of which was nodel ed, after a Roman basilica, was
begun i n 1909« Construction of the building ifas delayed by the presence
of part of the Blackstono Cansal bed (then in use as a sewer) which required
speci al engineering for t hesupport of the foundation. Upon completion
in 1911, the Union Station possessed txfo ornate barog'ie style toxjers (each
175" high) rising on eiiJier side of thethree main eatry arches. These
tov,ers, faced with white marble, were |ater renoved for reasons of struc-
tural V7eakness. The remainder of the building i sset on a granite base
and faced, with glased vjhite terracotta; the main entries areframed by
marble lonic half-colums, Although rmuch of theyuilding's original ornate
exterior remains intact, thestation's interior, jncluding the elliptical
vault of the main waiting room (80» x 128') with jts plasterx-:orkadd marbl
trim has been largely destroyed. Constructed of steel andconcrete, t he
building may still be salvagable for re-~use.

(cent,)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

I Jorcester IlagC'rine, July 1911, pp.519-52? (illustrated article)

;autt, C. History of V/orcester, vol, Il , pp.983-986 (history of V/orcester»3
railroads)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coiiiiiunity: Form No:

MASAAHUEETTS HISTORICAL COMSSION V/orcester 131-3
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Union Station

Indicate each item on inventory fomwhich is being continued below.

°9.

During its major period of activity, the Union Station served the
Boston 'L Albany, the Boston ¢ Maine, the ilew York £ liew Haven and the
[Tev York Central Railroad Companies, During the early twentieth century
the station was an object of civic pride.for its vast scale, elaborate
classical design and heavy train traffic. Despite the structxire's present
neglected state, it retains ragor elements of its original design and
Is the city's most imposing e>2mple of Beaux Arts Classical architecture,
one which also servea- as a major local landxaark by virtue of its grand
scale and prominent site. At present various proposals exist for the
building's preservation and re-use.

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



