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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Castle, b u i l t i n the Norman-Gothic style in 1928, consists of six interconnected 
structures of varying heights,arranged to create an enclosed courtyard area. A seventh 
structure of three stories is located outside of this grouping, although sufficiently 
close (25') to appear a definite part of the t o t a l composition. Dr. John Smith, 
the architect, originally had plans to extend the complex by constructing a 5-story 
addition containing an auditorium and offices. Although World War I I interrupted his 
plans, the fragmented wall from which this extension was to emerge is s t i l l evident. 
The Castle was b u i l t of fieldstone and qtiarried rock from Boston with green and red 
concrete blocks interspersed. 

The Castle's seven structural elements are identified by lett e r . Section "A" is a 
four-story square tower reminiscent of Ireland's Lismore Castle. I t is topped by a 
battlement. A circular stair tower projects from the north side of Section "A" while 
a bartizan is attached to i t s northwest comer. The ground level of "A" boasts an 
omamented wooden entrance portal with a pointed arch. Fenestration on the f i r s t two 
floors consists of 6/3 awning sash with bar tracery in the transom. In the ;jpper stories 
there is casement sash with fixed lights in the transom. The watch tower has a gothic 
window f i l l e d with glass block. Attached to Section"A" by a two-story and a five-story 
section, section "B" is a round five-story tower on the south-east of the complex. I t 
is topped by a heavy corbelled battlement. Section "B" is connected to "C" by an arched 
bridge. Section "C" is a two-story structure with Tudor arched windows between stepped 
buttresses. Section "D" is a round, two-story structure, similar to Britain's Windsor 
Castle i n detail and proportion, A narrow round stair tower three stories high, 
which contains an observation chamber, is attached at the intersection of "C and "D". 
The merlons of i t s battlement rise high above the main portion of "D". Section "E" 
consists of two units connected at an acute angle. I t , too, is a massive two-story 
structure with a corbelled battlement. Fenestration is mixed, consisting of pointed, 
round and segmentally arched as well as trabeated openings with casement, double-hung 
and fixed glass block sash. Some of the openings have been f i l l e d . Enclosing the 
courtyard is Section "F", a long ridged wall containing a corridor-like space within. 
A wide pointed arch entrance set in a crenelated wall and flanked by small, conical 
roofed towers defines the northem end of this section. A similar entrance set between 
a small tower and section "A" is at the opposite end. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Castle, a most unusual and historic building, was begun in 1928 by Dr. John Hall 
Smith, founder of the Middlesex Medical School. I t was erected during a period of national 
austerity and Dr. Smith, a successful Boston surgeon, relied largely on personal funds. 
He purchased the 125 acre Baker Estate i n Waltham, and established the Middlesex Medical 
School as the f i r s t non-quota, non-sectarian medical in s t i t u t i o n . This liber a l philosophy 
evidently provoked some animosity from neighboring medical colleges and was probably 
the cause of Middlesex' precarious relationship with the American Medical Association. ^ 
Finally, i n 1945, the Middlesex IVfedical School could no longer meet the stringent ( 
American IVfedical Associ certification requirements. Facing the immediate prospect of 
closing, school o f f i c i a l s decided to pass i t s property and charter on to a groip who i n 
1948 founded Brandeis University. The structure is one of two buildings on the Brandeis 
campus surviving from the former college. 

Dr. Smith had assumed the roles of designer,architect, and general contractor i n order to 
bring the cost of building sucli an elaborate structure within reach. He economized 
in ingenious ways by acquiring many materials secondhand or even at no cost at a l l . 
Most of the fieldstone used i n construction was removed from old stone walls which divided 
the grazing fields of the Baker Estate. Dr. Smith enployed local labor and used second­
hand windows and mechanical fixtures, bits of mosaic and painted decorations i n the 
construction. The Castle sits atop Boston Rock,one of the highest elevation points on 
the campus and i n the entire Boston area. I t was from this point that Colonel William 
Bradford was said to have f i r s t surveyed Boston i n the mid-17th century. 

When Brandeis University assumed ownership of the Middlesex canpus, i t set out to convert 
the Castle to meet the needs of a growing liberal arts instituion. In the early years, 
the Castle housed adminstrative and dining services as well as student dormitory space. 
In the 1950's, i t s 50,000 square feet were remodeled into 90 single, double, and larger 
l i v i n g units to house 142 students. Although the Castle deteriorated, i t has remained 
the overwhelming choice of the 2,100 students who reside on campus each year. On the 
Brandeis campus, i t provides romantic r e l i e f from the campus' stark Sixties modernity. 
The Castle's recent restoration assures the preservation of a symbolic historical structure 
and the building's continued use as a student residence for many decades to come. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Usen Castle i s located close to the eastern edge of the Brandeis University 
campus. The eastern boundary i s the c i r c u l a r campus road; the northern boundary i s 
a subsidiary campus road which includes parking space "U"; the western boundary i s 
the Boston Rock and the same subsidiary canpus road; the southern boundary i s parking 
l o t "I" adjacent to the c i r c u l a r campus road (see attached campus map). 
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Usen Castle, b u i l t i n 1928, is a locally prominent architectural landmark 
and the most grandiose example of medieval inspired design i n the city. 
In i t s h i l l t o p location as well as in i t s design, i t is an excellent ex­
ample o£ the tenacity o£ the Romantic ideals espoused by mid-nineteenth 
century architectural theorists. Typically, i t s irregular plan and 
massing, along with i t s crenellated roofline and multiple towers present 
varied views and complement i t s craggy site. 

While parts of the building borrow directly from European models like 
Lismore and Windsor Castles, the entire composition is rather eccentric, 
reflecting the individuality of i t s designer. Dr. John Hall Smith. Always 
somewhat an outsider to the Boston area medical profession because of his 
lack of formal education and his desire to found a non-sectarian medical 
school. Smith began the Middlesex School on a limited budget. Relying on 
personal funds, he assumed the roles of designer, architect, and general 
contractor to bring the cost of his plan within reach. He also economized 
by using secondhand and local materials. Most of the fieldstone used i n 
construction was removed from old stone walls which divided the grazing 
fields of the former Baker Estate. The mosaic which decorates the vaulted 
ceiling of the main hal l is made from bits of broken glass and pottery 
rather than t i l e , which the masons were given free rein to design, exer­
cizing their craftsmanship. 

The Cattle today provides a b i t of romantic r e l i e f to the stark sixties 
modernity of the rest of the Brandeis canpus. 



ITEM # 10: VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

BDANDEIS UNIVEMTY CKWm MAR ^iy 
Athletic Facilities: 
Gordon Athletic Field -
Linsey Sports Center - / 9 7 
Marcus Playing Field -
Press Box — 
RIeger Tennis Courts -
Shapiro Athletic Center / 9SA. 

Humanities: 
Golding Judaic Center-' ^'^^ O 
Lown School of Judaic Studies-/9 7,2-
Shiffman Humanities Center - /9QIO 

52 
100 
52 
18 
52A 
55 

87 
108 
71 

88 
67 

tfî O 83 
66 
90 

Social Sciences: 
Brown Social Science Center - (9bO 
Lemberg Hall - I'^hO 
May Memorial Hall ' / 
Olin-Sang American Civilization Center-
Pearlman Hall - I9S1 
Schwartz Teaching Center -ffioO 

Miscellaneous: 
American Jewish Historical Society -
Brandeis Statue -' 
Fellows Garden — 
Information BooXh-'9Si 
Kane Reflecting Pool — 
Mu Sigma Memorial -
Power Plant- /9.stS 
Rapaporte Treasure Hall - /9.S'9 
Ullman Amphitheatre - i9Sal. 

Medical Facilities: 
Golding Medical Outpatient Services Center-
Mailman House -19 tO' 
Stoneman Infirmary.^ r9SS^ 
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HS 
ST 
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82 
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98 

Student Residences 
Ridgewood Quadrangle 
Allen Hall 
Danciger Hall V j 
Emerman Hall f 
Fruchtman Hall j 
Rosen Hall 

Leon Court 
Cable Hall 
Gordon Hall 
Kutz Hall 
Reitman Hall / 
Scheffres HallJ 

I I 
19 

51-B 
51-D 
51-E 
51-C 
51-A 

77 
79 
80 
76 
78 

115 
116 
118 
117 

Foster Living Center 
Casty Residence") 
Casty Residence I ,aM^ 
Mon-is Hall > '77-> 
Tobin Hall j 

East Quadrangle 
Hassenfeld Hall 
Krivoff Hall 
Pomerantz Hall 
Rubenstein Hall 
Shapiro Brothers Hall 
Swig Student Center 

Massell Quadrangle 
DeRoy Hall - ' 9 S ^ 53 
Renfield Hal l- f 9 5 5 60 
Shapiro Hall- /9SA.- 53 
Usen Hall - 1 9 S t 63 
Rosenthal Hall North \ 103 
Rosenthal Hall East > / ^ ^ ? 104 
Rosenthal Hall Sou th / 105 
15 Ridgewood Terrace - 11 
20 Ridgewood Terrace - 9 
28 Ridgewood Tenrace - 10 
Roberts House - 22 
Schwartz Hall - 8 
Usen Castle - ^? j« f 1 

CAMPUS PARKING AREAS 
A F K P 
B G L S 
0 H M T 
E I N U 

Dining Facilities: 
Cholmondeley's — 
Shenman Dining Hall - /tSI 
The Stein - /q^l 
Usdan Student Center Cafeteria '•1990 
Faculty Center - /9S9 
Kutz Hall ' /9S9 

Creative Arts: 
Goldman-Schwartz Art Studios - ' 81 
Pollack Fine Arts Teaching Center- /993- 84B 
Rose Art M u s e u m i 9 ' f H 84 
Slosberg Music Center - / 9 £ ^ 64 
Spingold Theater Arts Center - /9k h 86 

Graduate Studies: 
Heller School - l9lplo 68 
Rabb Graduate Center -19107 85 
Lown School of Judaic Studies '1993. 108 

Administration: 
Bernstein-Marcus Administration 73 
Center - /9J'9 
Epstein Campus Service Center ' /9<}.SL 102 
Epstein Service Garage - ' 9 ^ ^ 102A 
Ford Hall - 1939 3 
Gryzmish Academic Center - / 959 75 
Irving Presidential Enclave " / 9 s q 74 
Sachar International Center - i 9 q x , 107 
SydemanHall- / 9 5 Q 3A 
Usdan Student Center - i 9 1 0 101 

Sciences: 
Abelson Physics Building — f9<6<e 97 
Bass Physics Building- /^^j >̂ 97 
Bassine Biology Building - / 9 k(e 95 
Edison Chemistry Building.^ 19(e 94 
Feldberg Computer Center _ / ^ f ^ . 106 
Foster Biomedical Research 119 
Laboratories — /99S' 
Friedland Research Center - / ^ ? 5 ^ 70 
Gerstenzang Science Library ' I f u i , 98 
Goldsmith Mathematics Bu i ld ing , / ^^^ 96 
Kalman Science Building - / 9 5 L 65 
Kosow Biochemistry Building -/9le(t> 99 
Leeks Chemistry Building ' / 9 h ^ 94 
Rosenstiel Basic Medical - 73" 109 
Sciences Research Center ^ 
Wolfson-Rosensweig Biochemistry 99 
Building ~ i9hlo 
Yalem Physics Building - / ^ ^ 6 97 
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Ĉ »*'̂ *'***̂ -'<>̂ **'>'̂ ^ 'TLi<x^y ĵud{, • f^(j^ a-^^^-Lt^ ^ 9-f-71 fir. HISTORIAN 

^ ^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

yfjuJ^stM^ef^ 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

g^Xiv^O) ^IVJVO. REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

^^^^^ 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered APR 9 |gf9 
Federal Register Entry t ^ * * / " / / Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
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P A U L GUZZI 
90//l//l/.i.i/0/l r /^/a.i.'iac///se//.i ^^^/.i/o/</ca/ *̂ /̂; 

December 5, 1978 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
Office of Arclieology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

> 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

r 

Barnstable 
Belmont 
Cambridge 
Chatham 
Waltham 
Winchester 

Wianno Clvib 
Pleasant Street Historic District 
Cornerstone Baptist Church 
Brick Block 
The Castle 
Josiah Locke House 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. They have also been reviewed by our professional 
staff representing the disciplines of architecture, architectural history, archeology, 
and history. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CB/ts 
enclosures 



T H E IRVING ENCLAVE 

B R A N D E I S U N I V E R S I T Y 

W A L T H A M , MASSACHUSETTS 02154 

O F F I C E OF THE PRESIDENT 

'1^ 

January 16, 1979 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of December 19, 1978. I am delighted that the Usen 
/ f f r ^ S , Castle at Brandeis University has been nominated f o r l i s t i n g i n the National 

Register of Historic Places, and that the nomination i s now pending i n your 
o f f i c e . 

The Castle, one of two buildings surviving from the former Middlesex Medical 
College, has been the focal point of the Brandeis campus from the very begin­
ning. An important landmark of the greater Boston area as w e l l , the Castle 
li n k s the University to i t s origins and symbolizes the dream of i t s founders. 
Dr. John Hall Smith, founder of Middlesex, b u i l t his Norman-Gothic castle atop 
Boston Rock, the highest elevation point both on the campus and i n the entire 
Boston area. I t was from t h i s point that Colonel Robert Bradford f i r s t sur­
veyed Boston i n the mid-seventeenth century. Today, the view of the c i t y ' s 
skyline from the Castle i s unsurpassed. 

Dr. Smith began construction of the Castle i n 1928. Because he had to rel y 
largely upon personal funds, he assumed the roles of designer, architect and 
general contractor to keep the building's costs w i t h i n reach. He economized 
i n ingenious ways, acquiring many materials secondhand or at no cost at a l l . 
For example, most of the fieldstone used i n construction came from old stone 
walls which divided the s i t e of the campus into narrow s t r i p s where lo c a l 
farmers grazed t h e i r c a t t l e i n colonial times. 

When Brandeis assumed ownership of the Middlesex campus i n 1948, the Castle 
was converted to provide urgently needed administrative, dining and student 
dormitory space. In the 1950's, t h i s f a c i l i t y was remodeled in t o 90 dormi­
tory units designed to house 142 students. To t h i s date, the Castle remains 
the overwhelming choice of students who reside on campus each year. Chief 
among the Castle's many attractions i s i t s medieval a i r , an atmosphere en­
hanced by stone archways, sharply defined battlements, t u r r e t s , conical towers 
and s p i r a l staircases. I t s many d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l and aesthetic quali­
t i e s certainly qualify i t as one of the most unique structures i n the entire 
Boston area. 



Dr. William J. Murtagh -2- January 16, 1979 

The Usen Castle at Brandeis holds special meaning not only for the f a c u l t y , 
students and alumni of the University, but for the surrounding community as 
w e l l , and i t may be said that the Castle's symbolic value has invested i t 
with an h i s t o r i c a l significance of i t s own. In the e f f o r t to preserve t h i s 
landmark, the University recently conducted a major project for the Castle's 
restoration. The building's new s t r u c t u r a l soundness helps to insure i t s 
continued use as a student residence and i t s preservation as an important 
h i s t o r i c a l structure for many years to come. 

As part of i t s a c t i v i t i e s to prepare the application for nomination of the 
Castle to the National Register, the University recently conducted an i n ­
ventory of h i s t o r i c structures i n the c i t y of Waltham for the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission. We were pleased to learn that the University's ef­
f o r t s i n t h i s area led to the rekindling of interest i n the preservation of 
h i s t o r i c a l sites i n Waltham. 

I would l i k e to take t h i s opportunity to thank you for sending information 
on the Tax Reform Act of 1976 and the informational brochure on the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c a l Places. I t i s my sincere hope that the Usen Castle 
w i l l meet successfully the necessary c r i t e r i a for inclusion among the govern­
ment's l i s t i n g of buildings worthy of preservation. 

With kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Marver H. Bernstein 
President 

MHB:sd 
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XSSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, IVIassachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

March 9, 1979 

Charles Herrington, Chief 
National Register 
Office of Ardieology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
440 G Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Attn: Margaret Orelup " 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

As we discussed on the phone, the Brick Block is one of the inost important 
conmercial structures in Chatham. In a town characterized by small scale, 
wood frame buildings, i t is remarkable not only for i t s brick construction, 
but for i t s size. I t has been used for commercial purposes since i t was 
erected, and, as I noted, one function i t originally housed Avas the post office. 

In answer to your questions regarding the Castle;..in Waltham, Schwartz Hall (#8) 
is conteiiporary with the main U-shaped section and is designed in the same 
style. I t is not connected because i t originally served as a dormitory; i t 
now contains lab and classroom space. The small building below i t is connected 
by a stone arch and originally served as Dr. John Hall Smith's office and 
lab; i t is now used for storage. A statement of architectural significance 
is enclosed on a continuation sheet. 

Sincerely, 

Candac 
National Register Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/ts 
enclosure 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE I-I/LS SACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 9 1979 

Name Location 

The Castle, Mlddlesp.x Medical School Wnlthaw 
Middlesex County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Fdward M. Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Honorable Robert F. Drlnan Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 

Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical CoEamission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr 4/13/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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