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6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
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M d-19th Century/ Greek Revival; Gothic
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Historic District,

West Brookfield, Massachusetts
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Qurrent Functions (continued)

Gover nnent/ Town Hal |; Correctional
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7. Architecture (continued)
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The historic district contains 240 buildings, one site, two structures,
and nine objects; 211 buildings, one site, one structure, and five objects
contribute to the district's architectural and historical integrity. All
contributing resources were in place by 1938, the end of the period of
significance. May dwellings have attached barns at the rear; those known to
have been detached originally have been counted as separate buildings. Nearly
3% of contributing buildings are secondary structures associated with
dwellings: barns, garages, carriage houses, and miscellaneous small shops.
While some non-contributing buildings are altered historic buildings, the
majority are garages and residential infill that post-date the period of
significance.

Most of the district's buildings date to the 19th century, particularly
ca. 1800-1840 and ca. 1855 - 1885. |In architectural character the district is ,
primarily Federal and Greek Revival, with at least one example of every major
late 19th-century style also present. Many buildings are vernacular
interpretations of the high styles, and in some instances local builders have
been identified. In addition, the district possesses at least four
architect-designed buildings. Generally, residential, commercial, and
institutional buildings are 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 stories, frame, with clapboard or
shingle siding. Isolated examples of brick construction largely date to the
Federal period. Barns, garages, workshops, and other ancillary buildings are
generally frame, gable-roofed structures, many with vertical board siding.

Residential buildings

Residential buildings that define and contribute to the architectural
significance of the historic district range in date from ca. 1760 to ca.
1924. The earliest, the Col. Jos. Dwight House, (Map #41-48, MH #A-22, Photo
#1) 17 North Main Street, may be the oldest house extant in West Brookfield.
Believed to have been a lean-to structure originally, the Dwight House is a
two-story, four-bay building with a gable roof. Windows contain 6/6 wood
sash. The location of two windows on one side of the entry and a single
window on the other suggests that this was a three-quarter house, or a house
with two rooms of unequal size flanking a center chimney. The chimney was
removed at an unknown date. A one-story, three-bay, hipped roof porch with
turned balusters across the facade is a later addition. The building was
restored prior to 1973.

The Bond-Merrick-Fales House (Map #41-67), Church Street is a2
1/2-story, five-bay, double-pile house with a gable roof and paired interior
chimneys. Built on a center-hall plan with entrances at the front and back,
the house's only ornamental features are two Georgian-inspired door surrounds
with pilasters, entablature, and transom. Windows contain 12/12 wood sash on
the first floor and 8/12 sash on the upper levels. The house, set gable end

(continued)
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to the street, has a southerly orientation facing the rear of the
Congregational Church. The precise date of the house is unknown, although its
exterior appearance would indicate a date in the third quarter of the 18th
century.

The Federal style is well-represented in the historic district, with more
than a dozen examples of two-story, five-bay, double-pile, gabled or hipped
houses extant, particularly on North Main Street. Most of the houses date to
the first quarter of the 19th century. Typical is the clapboarded Anson
French House (ca. 1815, Map #41-93, MHC #A-11), 43 Nortli Main Street possibly
built by West Brookfield joiner and cabinetmaker James Clark. A low-relief
pediment and thin pilasters surround a door flanked by four-pane sidelights
and topped with an.elliptical fanlight. The French House retains 12/12 wood
sash. Another possible work of Clark is the Alanson Hamilton House (Map
#41-94, ML #A-10), 43 North Main Street next door. Similar houses include
the Dr. William Curtis House (Map #41-53, MHC #A-17), 31 North Main Street and
the Harrison Barnes House™~TMap #41-52, MHC #A-18) 29 North Main Street,~Imd
the John Sanford House (TTap #41-1, MHC #A-37), Main Street In the western end
of the historic district.

The Joseph Ross House. North Main Street (Map #51-54, MHC #A-16, Photo
#2) is particularly significant as the earliest brick dwelling in the
district. Constructed ca. 1811, the house is of the familiar Federal style:
two stories, hipped roof, five-bay facade, double-pile plan with paired
interior chimneys. Brick is laid in 6-course American bond. A brick
beltcourse appears over the first floor windows; all windows contain 12/12
sash. The entrance has a six-light transom and full-length six-light
sidelights. Four houses down is the Jesse Bliss House (ca. 1818, Map #41-50,
MHC #A-20), 21 North Main Street a Federal house unique in the district with
its clapboard facade and brick side elevations. Another brick Federal house
is the Hammond Brown House, South Main Street (ca. 1800, Map #41-131, ML
#A-54), which was substantially renovated into a bracketed house ca. 1875.

A Federal style cape, the Clark-Webb House, survives on South Main Street o
near Foster Hill Road (ca. 1790, Map #41-120, MHC #A-66). The one-story
building has a single-pile plan and a five-bay facade with center entry.

Early capes are unusual at West Brookfield Center, where the 2 or 2 1/2-story
dwelling predominated from the 18th century to ca. 1850. A Greek Revival cape
at 13 Church Street with a five-bay facade and center entry (Elijah Bartlett

House, 1810-1820, Map #41-69) displays the later use of extended stud heights,
evident in the greater distance between window head and cornice.

Greek Revival dwellings in the historic district take various forms.
Most common is the 2 1/2-story, three-bay, gable-front house with side-hall
plan. Related developments are the temple front house, the gable-front house

(continued)
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with a one or two-story lateral wing, and the three-bay cottage of 1-1/2
stories. Later examples include two-bay versions of the gable-front form.
Less common is the side-gable house with five-bay, center-entry facade.
Porches are frequently late-19th century additions.

The Brookfield Classical Seminary building, 15 North Main Street (ca.
1825, Mep #41-47, ML #A-23) mey be the district's earliest example of the
Greek Revival house with side-hall plan. Its construction is attributed to
James Clark. The 2 1/2-story house has a three-bay facade, pedimented gable,
wide entablature, large corner brackets on the facade, and 6/6 wood sash. The
asymmetrical positioning of windows across the broad facade reflects the
irregular partitioning of interior space for classroom and dormitory use. A
later one-story porch has turned posts. The building is partially sheathed in
asphalt shingles.

The pedimented, 2 or 2 1/2-story, three-bay house with lateral
1 1/2-story side wing is the most prevalent Greek Revival house type in the
district. A typical example is the Webber House (ca. 1845, Mgp #41-97, MC
#A-7) on North Main Street. Cornerboards finish the clapboarded exterior, and
the pedimented gable contains flushboard siding. A block-cornered surround
with sidelights frames the entrance. The lateral wing incorporates
rectangular attic windows beneath the eaves and a secondary entrance topped
with a five-light transom. Sash are 6/6 wood. Other examples of the type
range in date from ca. 1830 to 1857: the Farnum-Allen House, 48 Central Street
(Map #38-63) and the Dane-Stone House (Map #38-14) 49 Central Street, the
Giddings (Map #41-122, M #A-64) and Clarinda Barlow House (Map #41-123, MC
#A-63) on South Main Street.

Afive-bay, center- entryN‘HgabIe front house i s the Augustus Nkepeace
Huse (ca. 1 Np #41-46 #424) on North Min Street: T

2 1/2- story dwelllng has thin cornerboards gable returns, 6/6 sash, and a
projecting first floor with a recessed entry and four windows containing 6/1
sash. Pilasters at the entry and corners of the first floor carry a wide
entablature beneath a flat roof. The entrance treatment is unique in the
historic district.

The Oliver S. Cooke House, 15 Central Street (Map #38-38) is West
Brookfield's grandest example of the Greek Revival temple-front house. Build
ca. 1848-1855, the two-story house has a projecting portico of four fluted
lonic columns carrying a pediment with a wide frieze and modillion cornice.
The entire entablature extends through the two-story lateral wing on the south
side. Paneled corner pilasters frame the three-bay facade, which incorporates
long 6/1 first floor windows with molded window hoods. The door and
full-length sidelights are flanked by pilasters that carry a boldly scaled
bracketed cornice. A one-story porch with fluted lonic columns spans the

(continued)
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Stable is attached to the rear (south elevation). The Brown House (1860-1870,
Mep #41-130, ML #A-56) is especially well-detailed. On the three-bay,
center-entry facade, the center gable of a slightly projecting pavilion echoes
the profile of the high mansard roof. Window hoods are alternately pitched or
straight, and dormer windows have scrolls at the base of the surrounds. The
heavy dentil cornice has scrolled brackets, as does the entry porch and the
bay window on the east elevation.

The Charles Dane House on Main Street (ca. 1871-1878, Mep #137) is
asymmetrical in massing. The 2 1/2-story dwelling has a hip-on-mansard roof
with patterned slates on the lower slope, a two-story bay window on the
projecting front block, and paired entry doors set within a keyed
segmental-arch opening. The sides of the segmental-arched wall dormer on the
front block follow the concave lines of the roof's lower slope.

Two houses at West Brookfield Center combine the towered Second Empire
form with Stick Style detailing. The George Fales House on Main Street (1873,
Mep #41-2, ML #A-36) was designed by W. D. Preston of Boston and is
reportedly similar to another in West Newton, Massachusetts designed by the
same architect. A 1 1/2-story dwelling, the house has a mansard roof, square
cupola, 3 1/2-story octagonal tower at the southeast corner, and 1 1/2-story
polygonal addition at the southwest corner. The addition, constructed in
1982, conforms to the shape of a ca. 1890 gazebo once attached to the house
and is compatible in design and scale with the rest of the dwelling. An entry
porch, slightly right of center, incorporates a decorative truss with cut-out
frieze. The main block is clad with wide wood siding. The octagonal tower,
the house's most prominent feature, is clad with flushboard siding and has
paneled aprons beneath the first floor windows. Small oculus windows are set
into the tower roof, which is topped by iron cresting. Dormers, containing
either single or paired windows, have pent roof hoods with diminutive center
gables, decorative trusses, and jigsaw brackets.

A large house was built at the corner of North Main Street and School
Street.to rival the Fales House; the wives of the respective owners were
sisters. The John R. Tomblen House, later known as Windemere (1880, Mgp
#41-92, ML #A-i2), is 2 1/2 Stories with a mansard roof and a 3 1/2-story
polygonal tower at the southwest corner, oriented toward the Center's
commercial district, as is the tower on the Fales House. The use of slate
extends not only to the roofs of the main block and tower but to the bracketed
entry porch and second-story porch on the facade (south elevation) as well.
Stickwork detailing appears on both the tower and a three-tiered bay window on
the North Main Street facade. The building has been rehabilitated and now
houses offices.

At West Brookfield Center, the Stick and Queen Anne styles generally

(continued)
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Street side of the wing. The facade has vertical sheathing; side walls and
wing are clapboarded. The Cooke House property also retains a ca. 1850s board
and batten barn with scalloped bargeboards.

Side-gabled Greek Revival houses include the Cotton Hunt House on New
Braintree Road (ca. 1830-1855, Map #41-85), and the Lincoln-Harrington House
(ca. 1848-1855, Map #38-42) at 20 Central Street. Both buildings are 2 1/2
stories, double pile, with five-bay, center-entry facades. The Hunt House has
pedimented end gables and a molded block-cornered door frame with full length
sidelights. The Lincoln-Harrington House, though resided in asbestos
shingles, retains a wide frieze, pedimented window caps, and paneled pilasters
and sidelights at the entrance. The center-gable facade dormer with wheel
window is unusual in the historic district and may be a later addition, as is
the one-story porch with turned posts and a spindle frieze across the facade.

Other Greek Revival houses of note include the J. E. Bailey House on
North Main Street (ca. 1840, Map #41-64, MHC #A-15, Photo #2), with its
pedimented two-tier, three-bay porch supported by thin Doric columns, the only
porch of its kind in the district. A few 1 1/2-story, three-bay cottages,
some with one-story lateral wings, survive on High Street; among them is the
E. E. Richards House, 6 High Street (ca. 1848-1855, Map #38-45). The two-bay
facade was common to later 2 1/2-story houses of Greek Revival inspiration in
West Brookfield, among them the Barnes-Southwick House, 40 Central Street (ca.
1855, Map #38-39), with its gable returns, paneled corner pilasters, and
pilaster and lintel door surround. The one-story porch with spindle frieze is
a later addition.

While the Greek Revival style predominated in residential construction at
West Brookfield Center during the second and third quarters of the 19th
century, approximately one-half dozen houses constructed between ca. 1855 and ;
1875 either incorporate typically Italianate details or exhibit massing and
proportions characteristic of the style. The George Parratt House, 12 Central
Street, (1857-1870, Map #38-39) is a cross-gable, pedimented Greek Revival
structure with paneled corner pilasters; wide overhanging eaves, large
brackets at the frieze, smaller brackets in the two pediments, and a bracketed
entry porch are of Italianate derivation. The Charlotte Tomblen House (ca.
1860, Map #41-129, M #A-57) on South Main Street is a center-gable house
with a three-bay facade. A one-story porch with two square posts connect bay
windows flanking the entrance. Windows framed by plain surrounds contain 2/2
sash. Ornament is confined to a wide frieze, small brackets at the cornice,
beading on the corner boards, and a round window on the facade gable.

The most detailed Italianate dwelling in the district is the Joseph Foot
House (1857-1870, Map #41-51, ML #A-19), 27 North Main Street. Two and
one-half stories with a hipped roof, twin end chimneys, and five-bay

(continued)
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center-entry facade, the house has overhanging eaves, a wide frieze, paired
brackets, and corner quoins. Windows with bracketed hoods contain 2/2 sash,
including the long first floor windows flanking the entrance. A one-story,
full-width porch has Doric columns, paired corner brackets, and a projecting
entry.

The historic district includes a number of eclectic dwellings, most
notably a row of six Victorian cottages on the west side of Cottage Street
near Town Hall (Photo #3). Constructed in the 1860s, these 1 1/2-story
gable-front cottages have three-bay facades at the first floor and side-hall
plans. The Paige-Bailey House (Map #41-12), 14 Cottage Street and two others
retain oversized lItalianate scroll brackets at the door hoods, and the
Jones-Bill House (Map #41-11), 12 Cottage Street and the two remaining
cottages have full-width or wrap-around porches with jigsaw brackets and
turned posts. All six cottages have scalloped bargeboards.

An unusual two-bay, gable-front house that was constructed at 38 Central
Street is the Gilbert Lincoln House (ca. 1848-1855, Map #38-44), a hybrid of
early and mid-19th century styles and forms. Derived from the Greek Revival
are the gable-front side-entry form, wide cornerboards, and frieze at the
eaves. The high pitched roof and overhanging eaves suggest the Gothic
Revival. Distinctive Federal style ornamental features--a blind fan and
plague with a garland swag—are in the gable. These Federal details may have
been originally part of Baldwin's Castle, a late 18th-century mansion that
stood on West Main Street. The Gilbert Lincoln House is one of six houses in
the historic district believed to incorporate elements of the earlier house.
Because no contemporary description of the moving and reuse of parts of the
house has been located, it is unclear how much of the "Castle's" original
fabric was retained in each of the six houses.

The Second Empire style is well-represented in the historic district,
with symmetrical, asymmetrical, and towered examples extant. Among the
earliest houses in the style is the 2 1/2-story Seth Allen House, 16 Central
Street (1857-1870, Map #38-41, Photo #4). Strong Italianate influences
Include the square massing, symmetrical three-bay facade, broad overhanging
bracketed eaves, quoined corners, and boldly scaled window and door hoods on
the first floor facade. The concave mansard roof contains segmental-arch
dormers.

Other Second Empire houses with symmetrical facades include the William
Dane House on Main Street, and the George Brown House on South Main Street.
The Dane House (1869, Map #38-25, MHC #A-41), now the parish house for Sacred
Heart Church, was designed by architect Elbridge Boyden of Worcester,
architect of Mechanics Hall in that city. Bracketed porches span the facade
(north elevation) and the west elevations of the main block and rear ell. A

(continued)
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appear as ornament grafted onto already familiar residential forms. The
Cowee-Blodgett House, 11 Pleasant Street (1870-1885) Mgp #38-49) is the
standard 2 1/2-story, gable-front, side-entry house with a Stick Style
decorative scheme. A decorative stickwork truss, wide bands of matchboard
trim in the gable, above second floor windows, and below first floor windows,
and a board and batten overhang supported by brackets on the rear (west)
elevation are extant; the wrap-around porch that existed until the 1960s was
undoubtedly an important design element. Shingles, corner brackets, and
lace-like trusses ornament the cross-gabled roof of the Dwight-Fairbanks
House, a 2 1/2-story house with one-story rear ell on West Main Street (ca.
1880, Mep #38-26, M #A-40). First and second floor windows on the house
have pent-roof window hoods displaying a matchboard, or "picket fence",
pattern. The Jake Putham House (ca. 1885, Mgp #41-147, ML #A-47) on Main
Street is a resided side-gable, three-bay, center-entry house that displays
Queen Anne multi-pane sash and a decorative truss in the center gable and
spindlework details the frieze of a three-bay front porch.

A fine example of the Queen Anne style is the Weston W. Hill House, 26
High Street (1885-1898, Mgp #38-55). This 1 1/2-story cottage has clapboards
on the first floor, fish-scale shingle in the cross-gables, a decorative truss
in the facade gable, and a wrap-around porch with turned posts and a stick
frieze. Though relatively modest in size, the house is prominent in the High
Street-Pleasant Street area for its intact features as well as its siting on a
large elevated lot.

Another prominent house, adjacent to the public library, is the
Olmstead-Taintor House on Main Street (Map #41-5, ML #A-33), notable as a
Queen Anne remodeling of a Federal period house. Additions and alterations
(ca. 1898) to the original hipped, five-bay, double-pile house include: a
porch with pedimented center gable and spindlework frieze across the three
center bays of the facade; a projecting polygonal bay addition centered on the
second floor and incorporating Queen Anne multi-pane sash; lengthening of the
first floor windows on the facade; installation of 2/2 sash; and the addition
of a 2 1/2-story, cut-away bay on the west elevation displaying a decorative
gable truss. Queen Anne sash, and a diamond-pane band of shingles between the
windows of the first and second stories. Two gabled side dormers above the
original hipped roof each contain a multi-pane window in a surround with a
sunburst motif.

Twentieth-century residential architecture in the district includes one
high-style example of the Colonial Revival: the John G. Shackley House on West
Main Street (1913, Mgp #40-60, ML #A-39, Photo WT. Situated on a large
corner lot at the westernmost edge of the district, the Shackley House
comprises a 2 1/2-story shingled main block with high-pitched hip roof,
exposed rafters, a three-bay facade, and a double-pile plan. The two-story

(continued)
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Shingled rear wing is oriented toward Chapman Street west of the house. A
one-story portico with a plain wide entablature and paired lonic columns
graces the center entry on the facade (south elevation). Square posts and
Doric columns articulate each corner of the one-story glass-enclosed sunroom
on the Chapman Street elevation. Triple windows with multi-paned transoms
flank the main entry, which is topped by a version of the Palladian window.
Two oversized arched dormers on the facade and most windows contain 6/1 sash.

The district also includes four bungalows, three of the side-gabled
variety with overhanging eaves and full-width porches incorporated under the
slope of the main roof. Displaying the low horizontal lines typical of the
house type is a bungalow constructed on New Braintree Road at the edge of
district (ca. 1913-1930, Mgp #41-87). This clapboarded house has a gabled
facade donner and square posts supporting the full-width porch. One bungalow
on South Main Street lacks the horizontal lines of the Craftsman style. The
Rev. Frink House (1924, Mep #41-125, ML #A-61) is a gable-front dwelling with
shed-roofed side dormers and a single ornamental feature: a screened
hip-roofed front porch with fluted columns on a solid balustrade.

Institutional buildings :

The town's present institutional core at West Brookfield Center began to
take shape following tie construction of the Italianate style Town Hall (Map
#41-42, MHC #A-31, Photo #6) at the western end of the historic district in
1859. A prominent landmark at the Center, the Tom Hall is a 3 1/2-story
clapboarded building on a brick foundation with a pedimented gable roof and
octagonal cupola at the southern (Main Street) end. The center entry of the
three-bay primary facade is flanked by glazed storefronts, now infilled on the
west side. Corner pilasters at the entrance and outer corners of the first
floor carry a secondary cornice. Spandrels in a balustrade motif divide the
double-height round-arch window openings at the third floor level. The
pedimented gable contains an attenuated Palladian window with hood molding.
The cupola has a square base and engaged Doric columns framing round-arch
piers that support the entablature and domical roof. Other exterior
ornamental details include a heavy modillion cornice, corner quoins, and
bracketed window hoods on the narrow double-height windows of the side
elevations. Tomn Hall houses offices, a meeting hall, and a small jail. The
fire department occupies a one-story brick rear addition constructed in 1951.

Whitefield United Methodist Church on West Main Street (ca. 1835, Mgp
#40-61, MHC #A-38) was reconstructed on its present site at the Center in
1859. The building formerly served as a Universalist Church in Templeton.
Noteworthy for its oversized pedimented gable and hexagonal tower, this
one-story, wood-frame, Greek Revival church has a three-bay facade and
three-bay side elevations. Ornament on the clapboarded building includes

(continued)
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corner pilasters, a wide frieze, and flushboard siding in the pediment. The
enclosed hipped roof porch with pedimented cross-gable over the center
entrance may have been added following the building's reconstruction in West
Brookfield. Paired pilasters frame a slightly projecting entry pavilion
containing a six-paneled wood door with three-pane sidelights. The porch is
finished by single windows with molded surrounds and corner pilasters. Leaded
windows on the side elevations--long double windows with transoms--and the
facade contain colored glass. The belfry rests on a square base with corner
pilasters, and pilasters frame its louvered openings. The main block of the
church has an ell addition at the rear.

The district's only example of Victorian Gothic architecture is the

picturesque Merriam-Gilbert Public Library on Main Street, directly across

- Cottage Street from Town Hall (Photo #6). Built in 1880, the 1 1/2-story,
pressed brick and stone library (Map #41-6, M #A-32) was designed by Joseph
R. Richards of Boston. The structure has a gable roof with parapeted side
walls, a brick corbelled cornice, and a gabled wall dormer with parapet over
the center entrance on the three-bay facade. The gabled entry porch has brick
and stone piers carrying a stone lintel bearing the word "Library". Above the
lintel is an open pointed-arch surround of brick echoing the shape of the
transom over the double door. Paired windows with transoms on the first floor
are set into segmental-arch openings finished with alternating brick and stone
detailing. Flat stone bands appear below the first floor windows, above the
same windows at transom level, and in the gable ends. The interior retains
original woodwork, including corner blocks on door and window frames in the
entryway and matchboard wainscoting in the stairhall. A cupola at the roof
ridge was destroyed in the hurricane of 1938.

Sacred Heart Church (1889, Map #38-27; MHC #A-43) on Main Street at the
corner of Milk Street is a two-story clapboarded church in the Queen Anne
style. The steeply pitched gable-front roof lowers to one-story frame
buttresses at the sides. At the northeast corner is a square tower with a
steeply pitched hipped roof and belfry. The facade (north elevation)
incorporates a seven-bay entry porch across the main block, shed-roofed with a
cross-gable hood over the center entrance. Above the porch, three lancet
windows are recessed in the gable. The apex of the gable displays a bracketed
pointed-arch surround with shingle infill. This surround contains a small
pointed-arch window. The double-door main entrance is topped with an arched
transom and set within a pitched hood mold. The louvered belfry replaces the
original spire destroyed in the hurricane of 1938. A wood-frame handicap ramp
has been constructed on the west side.

Commercial and Industrial Buildings
Commercial buildings in West Brookfield Center are clustered at the Main
Street-Central Street intersection near Town Hall. The oldest, but most

(continued)
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altered from the original, is the former Hitchcock Tavern (now Ye Olde Tavern,
Map #41-138, MHC #A-50, Photo #7) on Main Street, first built in 1760. Two~
fires, in 1928 and 1938, left only the shell of the old tavern, originally a
gambrel-roofed structure remodeled with a gable roof ca. 1834. The rounded
bay window, pedimented boxed entry, gable-roofed dormers, and end-wall chimney
date to the ca. 1938 rebuilding campaign immediately following the second
fire. While no longer representative of pre-Revolutionary construction in
West Brookfield, the tavern is an excellent example of a 20th-century
interpretation of colonial architecture.

0. P. Kendrick's Store, 9 Central Street (Map #41-145), a well preserved
example of a mid-19th century frame store, was moved to its present site from
New Braintree in the 1860s. The 2 1/2-story Greek Revival building has a
gable-end, five-bay, center-entry facade, wide corner boards, wide but plain
window frames, and 6/6 sash. Tapered Doric columns support the one-story,
full-width porch. Paired windows flanking the entrance were probably
installed at the turn of the 20th century, at which time the first floor was
apparently converted to residential use. A more boldly detailed Greek Revival
store is the Union Store on Main Street (ca. 1850, Map #41-44, MHC #A-27),
with its pedimented gable, wide frieze, paneled corner pilasters, and
three-bay, center-entry facade. The present full-width porch with end-bay
entry dates to later in the 19th century. This store with apartments above
was moved back on its Main Street lot in 1929-1930.

The Dillon and Edson Block on Central Street (1893, Map #41-143-1, Photo
#8) is the Center's only late 19th-century brick commercial building. Two
stories with a flat roof, the block incorporates a narrow parapet wall at the
center bearing a stone panel with the name and date of the block. Brick
corbelling at the cornice and beneath the parapet wall reflects the Romanesque
Revival style popular for commercial buildings during the period. The
five-bay wood storefront has boxed display windows, recessed entries in the
second and fourth bays, and a wood cornice beneath a corbelled brick belt
course. Alternating single and paired windows containing double-hung sash on
the second story have brick segmental-arched openings and stone sills. The
original owners were proprietors of a dry and fancy goods business.

The largest commercial block at West Brookfield Center is the John Conway
Block on Main Street between Central and Pleasant Streets (ca. 1893, Map
#41-143, ML #A-49, Photo #7), built by John Conway, a local contractor, and a
Mr. Wheeler from Springfield. Two stories with a flat parapeted roof and wood
bracketed cornice, the Conway Block extends four bays on Pleasant Street,
twelve bays on Main Street, and twelve bays on Central Street. Brick fire
walls divide the Main Street elevation between the seventh and eighth bays and
the Pleasant Street elevation between the second and third bays. In 1931, the
eastern end (Pleasant Street side) beyond the Main Street fire wall was

\% (continued)
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severely damaged by fire and subsequently repaired. Woad storefront systems
with incised posts, recessed canted entries, and two-pane transoms survive on
all three sides. The Coway Block currently houses businesses on the first

floor and offices above. [ r

Three filling stations or commercial garages were constructed on Main
Street in the early decades of the 20th century. A one-story, frame garage
complex (1916, Mep #41-44, MHC #A-26) is located across from the taverrT The
office, housed in a three-bay, center-entry cape, is connected by a frame wing
to the garage, which is oriented gable end to the street. The wood siding,
wide friezes, and gable returns of both buildings, as well as the 6/6
double-hung wood sash on the side elevation of the garage, evoke the Colonial
Revival Style. A concrete block wing was added to the rear of the frame
garage at a later date. Another gas station with false-front storefront
(1919, Mep #41-149, M #A-45) also suggests the Colonial Revival Style. The
P & J Filling Station on Main Street (1935, Mgp #41-135, MHC #A-51) has the
flat roof, cement block construction, smooth wall surfaces, and lack of
ornament typically associated with functional modem design of the 1930s.

The historic district retains a variety of buildings related to artisanry
and manufacturing, the construction of which spans the 19th century at West
Brookfield Center. At the southwest corner of Main and Central Streets is the
Merriam Printing Office (ca. 1810, Mep #41-146, MHLC #A-48, Photo #7), a
two-story Federal style brick block with a hipped roof and double-pile
center-entry plan. The original seven-bay facade (extant with double-hung
sash on the second floor) has been converted on the first floor into five bays
with a projecting glass-enclosed portico shielding the center entry. A
carport and drive-up window have been added to the east (Central Street)
side. An important fixture in the Center's physical development, the block
has served various commercial uses, from print shop and bookstore to
commercial block to restaurant in the 1970s. The West Brookfield Country Bank
currently occupies the building.

Numerous shoe shops stood behind West Brookfield houses during a local
boom in boot and shoe manufacturing in the mid- to late 19th century. Many
have since been converted to other uses, most often incorporated into other
structures. A large extant shop is the two-story, gable-roofed building at
Cottage Street (1857-1885, Mgp #41-41), built as a shoe bottoming shop by C.
B. Perry who lived next door at 3 Cottage Street. The Perry shop is unusual
because it remains on its original site—set back from the street--and appears
to be intact as built. Synthetic siding applied in the 1970s or 1980s may
have obscured details on the four-bay, side-entry facade, but the building's
early use as a shop precludes the likelihood that much architectural ornament
existed originally. Now a residence, the building served as a shop through
the end of the 19th century.

(continued)
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At the end of Pleasant Street near the intersection with High Street is
the historic district's only late 19th-century factory building, the
Olmstead-Quaboag Corset Company factory (Map #38-54, Photo #9). This large
structure consists of two flat-roofed wings, a two-story front section along
Pleasant Street (ca. 1898-1913), and a three-story east wing from the original
1894 building, the rear of which was largely dismantled for lumber in 1938.
Viewed from the street, the building maintains its early 20th-century
appearance despite the application of asphalt shingles. Closed as a corset
factory in 1922, the building housed a wire company from ca. 1928 through the
mid-20th century. The factory is currently vacant.

Secondary buildings

The historic district retains a significant quantity of secondary
buildings--primarily barns, carriage houses, stables, and garages--that
comprise nearly 30% of the total number of contributing buildings. These
buildings, generally located behind the houses with which they are
historically associated, are all wood-frame and range in size from one to 2
1/2 stories. Most have vertical sheathing and gable-front facades.

Of approximately 65 contributing secondary buildings in the historic
district, 32 barns, 22 garages, 7 stables or carriage houses, 2 workshops, and
2 outbuildings were recorded. Excluded from the total are the district's
larger workshops since they are larger-scale primary buildings: the former
Tomblen furniture shop (Map #41-82 and 41-83), the first Fales boot shop (Map
#41-66, MHC #A-13), the Perry boot-bottoming Shop (Map #41-41), and the
Merriam printing office (Map #41-146). Al1l but the Merriam block are now
residences.

Although a number of houses at the Center have attached barns or
workshops at the rear, few are known to have been detached originally.
Inspection of late 19-century atlases for West Brookfield suggests isolated
instances of previously detached houses and barns being joined at a later
date: the 0. P. Maynard Store/Barnes Hotjse (Map #38-70) on Central Street, the
I. M. Southworth House (Map #41-13) on Cottage Street, and the Charles Dane
House and Putnam Livery Stable (Map #41-137) on Main Street. The study of
atlases has limited value, however, as secondary buildings were not shown as
late as 1870.

Most notable of the barns and shops are the enormous 2 1/2-story barn
(ca. 1875, Map #41-131) on the Hammond Brown House property, operated as a
dairy farm in the early 20th century,and a barn behind a Main Street gas
station (ca. 1865, Map #41-136), believed to be a remnant of the John Fales
boot and shoe factory. A one-story wood-frame gable-end shop on a stone
foundation survives next to a Federal cape on South Main Street (ca. 1820, Map

(continued)
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#41-120) and a one-story print shop is extant on the Sanford House property on
Main Street (ca. 1820, Map #41-1).

Ancillary buildings for the district's high-style houses of the mid- to
late 19th century are the most detailed. The carriage house for the
Cowee-Blodgett House (1870-1880, Map #38-49) displays stickwork, the barns for
the Cooke House (ca7 1855, Map #38-38) and the Bailey House (ca. 1900, Map
#41-64) have board and batten siding, and the carriage house for the Dr. Blake
House (1896, Map #41-49) incorporates shingled gable ends. Early 20th-century
garages are generally one or two bays with batten double doors.

Other contributing resources

Quaboag Park and Common (Map #41-119) is the district's major open space,
a manicured lawn with mature trees edging the North Main Street and South Main
Street sides. Trees provide only a suggestion of enclosure, for the original
1791 deed to the town stipulated that the land must remain forever open. A
playing field occupies the eastern end of the common near School Street,
across which is the town bandstand (see below).

The common displays more than one-half dozen monuments and fountains.
Four predate the 1938 end of district's period of significance. A Franklin
Milestone (1753, MHC #A-915) near the intersection of South Main and School
Streets records the distance to Boston (68 miles) and Springfield (29 miles).
The original round-headed milestone has been encased in a random rubble
surround. The cast-iron Rice Memorial Fountain (MHC #A-913) at the center of
the common and the Rice Drinking Fountain (MHC~#A-914) near the intersection
of Church and School Streets were presented to the town in 1885 by George
Merrick Rice in memory of his parents. Designed by an unknown sculptor, the
fountains incorporate idealized human figures (including a winged putto on the
drinking fountain) with leafy ornament in low relief. Finally, a Soldier's
Monument of Quincy granite near the intersection of North Main and South Main
Streets (1921, ML #A-910) honors West Brookfield veterans of the Civil,
Spanish-American, and First World Wars. Mr. J. J. Kittredge of Worcester
designed the monument, a three-sided obelisk surmounted by an orb.

The lawn of the John Tomblen House at the eastern corner of North Main
and Church Streets (Map #41-92) is the site of recent archaeological
investigations of the early 19th-trade of West Brookfield joiner and
cabinetmaker James Clark. Clark's house (ca. 1790-1819, Map #41-91) and
former shop (ca. 1790-1830, Map #41-90), as well as the furniture shop of John
Tomblen (1870-1885, Map #41-82 an 41-83), occupied this site; all were
eventually removed by Tomblen to their present sites on New Braintree Road
(Photo #10).

., (continued)
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According to John Worrell at OSV, the archaeology team located the site
of the original Clark house and Clark/Tomblen shop, as well as evidence that
the shop underwent three and possibly four phases of expansion before its
removal to New Braintree Road (both buildings were moved up New Braintree Road
between ca. 1870 and 1885). Construction debris found on the site included
fragments of clapboards, window glass, and plaster. Excavations yielded
information on the early 19th-century cabinet-making trade and patterns of
domestic life. The team also identified the site to which West Brookfield's
first meetinghouse (1755) was moved prior to construction of a new
meetinghouse on the present church lot in 1795. The old meetinghouse served
as a public building and remained on this site for at least ten years before
it was moved again to the Fort Gilbert site east of the historic district.
See attached sketch map regarding the building locations.

Noncontributing Resources

Most significant of the district's non-contributing buildings is the
Congregational Church (1942, Map #41-65T, MHC #A-14, Photo #11) on North Main
Street. The present church, designed by John F. Jackson of New York City and
built by H. P. Cummings Co. of Ware, replaces the previous Queen Anne-style
structure that was severely damaged in the hurricane of 1938. Salvaged from
the earlier building is the 1 1/2-story, hipped roof western end with
projecting two-bay gable wing facing North Main Street. This element,
formerly the parish house, retains its original multi-pane double-hung wood
sash and wood detailing, including clapboards at the first floor, scalloped
shingles in the frieze and gable, and a wide band of matchboard trim below the
first floor windows. The new clapboarded, gable-roofed structure was
constructed perpendicular to the gable wing of the 1882 building. A square
two-story clocktower with louvered openings and a spire marks the junction of
old and new. At the base of the tower is the double-door main entrance and
six-light transom framed by fluted pilasters. The church proper extends four
bays along North Main Street with gable-roofed and shed-roofed extensions at
the eastern end. The 1942 church portion of the building is a typical mid
20th-century interpretation of New England meetinghouse architecture.

Other intrusions in the district are minimal, primarily garages built
since the 1950s and residential infill construction from the 1950s and 1960s.
The size, scale, materials, and design of recent buildings are generally
sympathetic with their older neighbors. Only eight historic buildings have
been sufficiently altered by the application of siding or additions to
compromise their architectural integrity. A non-contributing structure of
importance to the community is the Helen Paige Shackley Memorial Bandstand on
School Street (1971, Map #41-112X, MHC #A-9r/). Designed by Thurston Munson,
the bandstand is a circular one-story brick and concrete structure with a dome
roof and small cupola. Fluted columns support the roof, and an iron railing
with G-clef baluster motifs rims the raised performance area.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| | nationally | | statewide [X] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X1A 1 IB [XICI ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X]A[X]B\Z]C e £ ynf
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance r,% Significant Dates
Agriculture ca. 1790- 1938 NA
Aok eet ur e
Comuni ty Pl anni ng & Devel oprent
Industry Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Boyden, Klhridgp; PT-gci-rtn® u p,.

Clark James; Richards, Joseph R;

Conway, John; Kittredge. J. J; Jack .son
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

John F.; HP. Qummi ngs Co; Munson, Thurston

The Vst Brookfield Center Hstoric District, Vest Brookfield
Massachusetts, i s awell preserved group of buildings conprising the center
village of the historic Brookfield township. Aneetinghouse |ocation fromthe
nd-18th century, it developed into athriving village in the second and third
quarters of the 19th century and is thepresent tom s institutional and
coomercial core. As agroup, the district's buildings reflect the prosperity
of thevillage ad itsresident artisans, rural Er.ofe.s& onal s, nerchants, A
manuf act urers, and wealthy farners. Individual buildings recall theboot and
shoe and corset manufacturing industries and their inportance tothe |ocal
econony. Central tothe district isthetowm coman, alate 18th-century
creation that preserves as gpen space aportion of the Geat Field, a forner
Indian planting ground. Qontinuity of land use and mininal building
reconstruction contribute totheintegrity of the historic |andscape the
district's great archaeol ogical potential. Retaining integrity of |ocation,
design, setting, materials, worknanship, association, and feeling the Vst
Brookfield CGenter Hstoric District neets Griteria Aand Cand Exceptions A
ad Bof the National Register of Hstoric Places on thelocal |evel.

The tomn of Vst Brookfield islocated in the southwestern corner of
\Vrcester Gounty, roughly equidistant fromVeércester and Springfiel d. Bounded
by MwbBraintree tothenorth. North Brookfield tothe east, Brookfield to the
southeast. Vdrren tothe west and southwest, and Vére 1(| n I-gg%shlre Qunty) to
the northwest. Vst Brookfield constitutes aportion of a 1660 |and grant of
six square mles by the General Qourt tofour nen fromlpswch (Essex
Qunty). This grant becane knom as M antation, Qﬂ% being the
nene of the local tribe of Southern NwEhgiand Al gonquins. [ 59]
Foster's (late Foster) HIl near the center of the (%gaoa? grant was the
| ocation of anisolated settlenent of approxinately four Tamlies by 1665. At
that tine theinhabitants secured a deed for theland from Shattoockquis,
sachemof the Qu . [Roy, 2933[]_ The provisional towship of "Brookefeild"
vas established in 1673 and a neetinghouse constructed on Foster Hill. The
early settlenent, including the neeti nghouse, was obliterated during a :

Ix1 See continuation sheet
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Acreage of property Approximately 85 acres
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[x] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of theWst Brookfield Center Historic District i soutlined ontheenclosed
conposite assessor's map prepared for the West Brookfield Historical Conmission. The
district includes all resources surrounding thecommon i naddition t oadjacent resources
on radial streets. The boundary generally follows rear |ot |ines.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary of t he West Brookfield Center Historic District includes the greatest
concentration of residential, comrercial,and institutional development i nthehistoric
center village fromthelate 18th century toca. 1938. The district i sdistinguished from
undevel oped land tothesouth, and areas of lesser architectural integrity or later
construction immediately north, east, west, and southwest.

| | See continuation sheet
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three-day Indian siege in August 1675 and thetownship, which had grown to
twenty famlies, renained deserted for the next eleven years.

Resettled in 1686 by settlers from Marlborough, Suffield, Springfield,
and Hadl ey, thefrontier settlenent of Brookfield towship was nearly
abandoned twi ce nore, in 1688 and 1693. After the first threat, thesettlers
erected four tenporary fortifications; Fort G lbert (1688, denolished) was
constructed on the plain northwest of Foster Hill, near the present
intersection of North Min and Maple Streets. The plain, known as t he "G eat
Field" of the first and second Quaboag Settlements, was a community planting
ground first used by thelndians. Enconpassing the ?reat er part of the
present Vést Brookfield Center, the original size of the Geat Field has been
estimated at 90 acres. [VBIBCReport] Native attacks ceased during Queen
Anne's Vdr, the last local fatality occurringin 1710.

Wthin the next decade, Brookfield township progressed rapidly toward
political self-sufficiency. A newneetinghouse on Foster Hill (1715) replaced
the one previously destroyed, and i n 1717 the First Parish Chrch of
Brookfield was organized with Rev. Thonas Cheney as the first settled
mnister. The size of the original Quaboag grant was enlarged toeight mles
square in 1718, O Novenber 12, 1718, the township was rel eased from
overnnent by a Springfield coomttee, and on Decener 15 of that year t he
irst town neeting was held.

These 17th and early 18th-century devel opnents on Foster Hill and the
plain were located within thelimts of the present tow of Vst Brookfield,
the parent settlement of all the Brookfields. By the 1750s, the popul ation of
Brookfield towship was sufficiently dispersed tojustify the creation of
precincts, or parishes:

1. the Vst Precinct/First Parish, enconpassing the present town of Vst
Brookfield (inc. 1848);

2. the North Precinct/Second Parish, set off in 1750 and enconpassing t he
present town of North Brookfield (inc. 1812); and

3. the South Precinct/Third Parish, set of f in 1754 and enconpassi ng t he
pres)ent towns of Brookfield (estab. 1718) and East Brookfield (inc.
1920).

The southwestern portion of Brookfield township was set of f withthe
incorporation of Wstern (later Warren) in 1742, New Braintreeto the
northeast was set of fromthe township in 1751. Vést Brookfield Center is the
historic center village of the Brookfield township. References in prinmary
sources t o "Brookfield" and "the village" through the early 19th century
general ly inply the devel oping center village, alarge part of whichi s

(conti nued)
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included inthe Vest Brookfield CGenter Hstoric District.

~ The settlenent focus inthe Vst Parish shifted fromFoster HIl to the
plain wth the laying out of apost road along the present Foster HIl Roed
ad Min Street (1752 ad construction of a rew neetinghouse (1755). The
First Parish Ghurch of Brookfield chose a site at the western corner of the
present Church Street axd North Min Street (the North Brookfield for
Its third neetinghouse. This site, directly across fromthe
%QROT 9%% four successive neetinghouses, constructed in 1755, 1795, 1882, and

In 1760 the historic district consisted of the neetinghouse ad |arge
tracts of farmhand on adjacent roads. These tracts are not know to have been
assigned in the orderly nanner that characterized land allocation of the 1675
settlenent on Foster Hill, where house lots neasured 20 acres ad were
suppl enented by needowand upland grants. Principal transportation routes to
surrounding settlenents radiated fromthe neetinghouse: the road to the North
Parish (North Min Street), to the South Parish axd \Wrcester gFoster HIl
Road), axd to Veke and ultimately Springfield (Min/Veést Min treets%\}\es,ﬂt
the western edge of the settlenent a road (MIk Street) branched sout hwest
fromthe Springfieldroad to the Quaboag Rver. [(B/ Sudy Mys]

In addition to the neetinghouse, other buildi ngs present during the
-Revol ution era include the Gol. Joseph Dw ght (Mp #41-48, MC
22, Fhoto #1). Qiginallypart of a 100-acre farmowed by the Vst
ookflel_d | awyer, a forner soldier axd nerchant, the house was constructed on
rth Min Sreet by 1770. The oldest building in the historic district, the
ght House i s an exanpl e of the colonial "three-quarter house", having tvo
roons of unequal size flanking a center chi nmey.

Ye Qde Tavern (Mp #41-138, MC #A50, Fhoto #7) ison the site of a
tavern built in 1760 by Gapt. David Htchcock (d. 1815). The building ves
constructed on Min Street, then the Post Road, at the intersection wth the
road to North Brookfield (North Min Street). Inthe early decades of the
20th century, the frane tavern sustained tw fires (1928 ad 1938), each
followed by an extensive renovation. Athough the burned shell guided
subsequent” rebui | ding, the present tavern i s substantially a product of
20th-century renovations. site has supported a tavern throughout the
historic district's period of significance.

re

o

2g2¥

Initially a dispersed settlenment or tiny hanhet, the historic district
gewinto asnal village wth eight dwellings by 1790. In ensuing decades,
continued growth, generated ly "the (1UI ckening pace of travel, transportation
ad conmerce,” transforned these small villages into a rew settlenent formin
central Nw England, the center village. These center villages, generally the

(cont i nued)
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newest parts of their towns with gﬁapect. to architecture and economc

function, were centrally |ocated typically associated with one or nore

neet i nghouses, taverns, and stores. i nhabi tants were artisans, nerchants,

rural professionals, and their famlies. GCenter villages becane an al nost

Egl vetrsal2 g]eature intowns of Wrcester Gounty by the 1830s. [Larkin, Interim
port, 2-

~ Vest BrookfieldCenter isatypical center village. For nany decades the
civic focus was the neetinghouse and conman, six acres of level land at the
center of the historic district deeded to the First Parish Church of
Brookfield (later the First Congregational Church of Vest Brookfield) in 1791
by Gapt. David Htchcock and Dwght Foster. This gift of comenland to the
ari sh has preserved as open space aPpmon of the original Geat Field The
Irst neetinghouse (1755), was noved 1irst to the eastern corner of Church
Street and Braintree Road (ca. 1795), where it was replaced by anot her
meetinghouse. Then it was noved to the site of Fort Glbert east of the
historic district (first decade of the 19th century). Settlenment general ly
ranged i nthree directions along circulation routes from the neeti nghouse | ot
and conman: Foster Hill Road, North Min Street, and South Min Street.
Gonstruction of houses and shops on Miin Street west of the tavern spurred
devel opnent in the western half of the historic district.

Artisan activity established inthe late 18th century transforned Vst
Brookfield Center into a self-sufficient rural ec inthe first half of
the 19th century. Generally, artisans naintained snall workshops adjacent t o
or behind their hones at the center. The village had bl acksmth shops, a
saddl er' s shop, and a shoenaker 1770. Atannery operated southeast of the
historic district on Foster Hill . Addi tional” shops appeared by 1800, at
which tine the village also included a | aw office, twotaverns, and two
stores. [Ad Sturbridge Village Sudy Maps]

- Two artisan activities significant inthe historic district, E(reintingand
cabi net naki ng, were underway at Vest Brookfiel d Center during the Federal
Ber;od Sl?? -1830). In 1794 |sai ah Thonas had printed the newspaper Mra and
olitical Telegraph and BrookfieldAdvertiser. Qe of his print shops i s
believed to have been |ocated i n an extant outbuilding behind the John Sanford
House (Mp #41-1) on Miin Street. [In 1798 Boenezer Merriam (ca. 1778-1858),
wo had apprenticed with Thonas, cane to Vst Brookfieldto publish a
newspaper. He and brother Can printed a weekly newspaper, Political

Repository and Farners' Journal, which failed to conpete with Thonas'
Massachusetts Soy and the papers published i n Northanpton and SPH ngfield,
county seats tothe west. [Larkin, Merrians, 40] The Merrians later turned to
the publication and printing of textbooks, technical books, and religious

works.
(conti nued)
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About 1810 the Merriam firm built a brick printing office (Map #41-146,
MC #A-48, Photo #7) on Main Street. In the 1820s, the office employed one
long-term journeyman and from six to ten apprentices, in addition to the
partners and their sons. [Larkin, Merriams, 50] After Dan's death in 1823,
Ebenezer formed E. & G. Merriam with his nephew George. Their association
lasted until 1831, at which time George and brother Charles founded G. & C.
Merriam (later the publishers of the Merriam-Webster Dictionary) in
Springfield. Ebenezer Merriam continued the West Brookfield business over the
next seventeen years with his son, his nephew, and Oliver S. Cooke
successively. In 1848, Merriam retired, leaving the Cooke family to take over
the business. Ebenezer Merriam, his son (E. P. Merriam), and George Cooke all
built homes ca. 1850 on Central Street behind the print office on land
previously owned by the Merriam family.

At the eastern end of the historic district, James Clark, a joiner and
cabinetmaker, is known to have had a house and shop near the east corner of
Church Street and North Main Street by ca. 1819. According to one source,
Clark mede all the coffins in town to order and the household furniture for
all the brides. Clark built the Classical Seminary building, 15 North Main
Street in 1825 (Map #41-47, M #A-23). In 1829 he was elected a member of
the board of trustees and treasurer of the Seminary. The joiner is also
believed to have constructed the Hamilton House (Map #41-94, M #A-10), the

* French House (Map #41-93, ML #A-H), 43 North Main Street and possibly his
owmn house (Map #41-91, Photo #10) on New Braintree Road. Clark's work is
currently the subject of archaeological and architectural investigations
conducted by the staff of Old Sturbridge Village.

Clark ceased to be a member of the Congregational Church in West
Brookfield in early 1839, when he apparently relocated to New York City. The
house and shop were then associated with the Tomblen family. Lucius Tomblen
(1808-1867) worked in Clark's shop from 1826 to at least 1831, assuming the
business after Clark's departure. Tomblen's oldest son, John Rice Tomblen,
succeeded his father in the cabinetmaking trade and directed the clearing of
the former house and shop lot for the construction of his own house (Map
#41-92, ML #A-12) ca. 1880. Both the early house and shop survive, relocated
to the east side of New Braintree Road (Map #s 41-90, Photo #10). The younger
Tomblen constructed a furniture shop on the site next to his new house by
1885. Two houses on the west side of New Braintree Road (Map #41-82 and
41-83) each constitute one-half of Tomblen's furniture shop, which remained
near the east corner of Church Street and New Braintree Road until the early
years of the 20th century.

The 1830s were the period of most rapid growth for center villages in
central New England. [Larkin, Interim Report, 5] Improvements in
transportation contributed to accelerated development at West Brookfield

' V2 ; (continued)
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Center. A new post road (following the path of the present Route 9/South Main
Street) was laid out in 1827. The Western Railroad, chartered in 1833,
provided passenger service from Worcester to Springfield (1839) and Albany
(1842), thereby establishing West Brookfield as a stop on the primary railroad
route from Boston to the western interior. A station was constructed
southwest of the historic district in the late 1830s, and the opening of
Central Street provided direct access from Main Street to the railroad. Most
new development at the center occurred west and south of the common, where a
commercial core had already emerged and a majority of the center's industrial
buildings would be built. .o

Approximately three dozen houses had been constructed at West Brookfield
Center between 1780 and 1830; twenty houses were added in the 1830s alone.
[Larkin, Interim Report] During the Federal period, the 2-story dwelling,
single or double-pile, with hipped roof and 5-bay facade was the standard
house form at the center; about one dozen frame or brick examples are extant
in the historic district. The district's earliest documented example of the 2
1/2-story, gable-front house with three-bay facade and side-hall plan is the
Classical Seminary building constructed by Clark ca. 1825. This typically
Greek Revival form, usually but not always with a pedimented gable, dominated
new residential and commercial construction at the center from the 1830s to
ca. 1855. Approximately twenty houses were constructed, some with 1 1/2-story
lateral wings, as well as nearly one dozen 1 1/2-story cottages, many with the
lateral wings.

Church Street in particular displays the new building form in the
Bylington House (Map #41-68), the Stebbins House (Map #41-80), and the Gilbert
House (Map #41-78). Dr. Lawson Mirick (d. 1860), a physician, owned an3
developed the land immediately north and west of the Parish Church between
1835 and 1845. He lived in a gable-front house on adjacent property on North
Main Street (Map #41-64, MHC #A-15, Photo #2), where Mirick Street was cut
through by 1835. Also of note is the 1838 remodeling of the Parish Church,
which received a Greek Revival facade after being turned at a right angle to
face North Main Street and the Common.

Continued growth at the center in the 1830s failed to sustain the
Brookfield Classical Seminary, founded in 1825. The last known reference to
the school was an advertisement in the November 24, 1841 issue of the
Massachusetts Spy. Originally a day school, the private institution later
accepted boarders and still later male students. The Seminary's principal
building on North Main Street contained both classroom space and living
gquarters. The Rev. Eliakim Phelps, associate pastor of the First Parish
Church, was the Seminary's first principal in 1826. A broad curriculum
included the study of English grammar, metaphysics, astronomy, and French, as
well as painting and music.

(continued)
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The manufacture of boots and shoes was West Brookfield's most important
industry from the 1830s through the end of the 19th century. West Brookfield
residents were employed either directly in the manufacture of shoes or in
related fields such as leather tanning and the making of heels and shoe
laces. Bottomers were employed by factories to do their work at home, as many
in West Brookfield did in shops behind their houses. An increase in the
number of shoemakers (7 in 1840, 38 in 1850) and tanners (2 in 1840, 4 in
1850) at the center [Larkin, Interim Report] suggests rapid local growth of
the industry by mid-century.

The most common type of early shoe-related activity at West Brookfield
Center was work "put out” by the T. & E. Batcheller Co. of North Brookfield,
founded in 1819. In 1810 North Brookfield became the first town west of
Worcester to engage in shoe manufacturing, and with the success of the
Batcheller company became one of the leading boot and shoe manufacturing
centers in the county. [MHC, 308] A number of residents on North Main,
Church, Mirick, Central, and Cottage Streets at West Brookfield Center worked
out of their homes as shoe bottomers for the Batcheller company from the 1830s
onward. [Jay] Ore such bottomers shop in the historic district was the
Charles Perry Shop (Map #41-41), 3 Cottage Street. Sore of the district's
outbuildings or ells on the houses may have housed shoe manufacturing
activities in the 19th century.

John M. Fales (d. 1867) was the first and ultimately one of the major
manufacturers of boots and shoes in West Brookfield. In 1831 Fales made boots
and shoes by hand on Church Street directly behind the Parish Church (Map
#41-66, ML #A-13). He reportedly moved to South Main Street (Phelps House,
Mep #41-121, ML #A-65) by 1834, operating his business in a former blacksmith
shop on the property until 1838. Fales and his son and successor, George H.
Fales, built a house (Map #41-134AH, M #A-52) and a 3 1/2-story factory for
machine production of shoes on the south side of Main Street in the mid-19th
century. George Fales carried on the business of John M. Fales Son & Co.
until his retirement in 1892. The company employed 175 workers by the Civil
War. [Wilbur] The factory was demolished in 1905, but a barn connected with
the factory survives behind a gas station on Main Street (Map #41-136). [Jay]

After 1831 several boot and shoe factories were established at the
center. Their products typically included men's, boys, and youth's fine Kkid
and calf boots and shoes. The earlier factories were constructed near the
respective owner's house. Hamod Brown, who began his business in the 1840s,
built a factory next to his house (Map #41-131, ML #A-54) on South Main
Street near the Fales factory. Brown's boot and shoe operation was one of the
largest in town. He was succeeded by his son George ca. 1870. In 1905 the
factory was moved to Cottage Street beyond the boundary of the historic
district and converted to a residence. Lemuel Fullan made boots in a factory

(continued)
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(denol i shed) next to his Central Street house (Mp #38-15). Bankrupt as a
result of the Gvil Ver, Full anlater resuned his business until the factory
burned in 1882  Seth Allen had aboot factory (denolished) northeast of his
house at 16 Central Street (Mp #38-41, Fhato by 1870. © Large factories on
|over Central Street at the ed of the 19%th century (all rnow denol i shed)
housed Joseph T. Mubd Boot and Shoe (founded 1874, later Wubd & Savage),
I[\[glnt]osh Boot & Swe (of Springfield), ad Smth & Cane (later Cane & Duncan).
ay

Virtually wthout exception, boot ad shoe factories at Vest Brookfield
CGenter were frane gable-front, center-entry structures on raised brick
basenents, usually 2 Y2 or 3 U2 storieshigh. Facades ranged from3to 5
ba?/s, ax side elevations from8to 19 bays. The basenent contained |arge
vats for tanning ad curing, ax the upper floors housed cutting, |asting, ad
finishing operations. Enployees often stitched uppers at hoe af.ter worKi ng
hour s. |y the Bom factory survives, noved outside the historic district
axd row a residence. The |argest, the Mintosh factory on the site of the
resent Brookfield Mchine G “building on Central "Street south of the
istoric district, vas denolished in 1971. [Jay]

In spite of the concentration of artisans; nerchants, and professional s
at the center village in the early 19%th century. Vst Brookfield was
predomnant|y an agricul tural cormmjnltgl. Agriculture vas the tow's |argest
enpl oyer, ahigh percentage of land was under tillage or devoted to nowng
or pasturage. Inportant products included wool, hides, ad neat, as well as
cheese ax butter. By the 1840s, dairying had surpassed the fattening of
%%E)]tle as the principal narket activity, reflecting a county-wde trend. [NHG

The center village was not devoid of farners. In fact, the nuner of
heads of househol ds identifiedas farners (6 in 1850 in the village had
increased slightly since 1820. [Larkin, InteumRaportl Farnouses were
typically located on land at the edges of the concentrated settlement. Edwn
B Taintor owmed one of the |argest farns at the center, consisting of part
R}a%ure ad part orchards. The farnmouse on Min Street survives % 1-5,
#A:-33), the farmhand to the north vas sold and platted for the
devel opnent of (ottage Street in the 1860s. A the eastern end of the
district, the Ragon fannll_)(/) operated a dairy farmon South Min Street (
#1-121, MC#A65) near Foster HIl Road after 1842  Ebenezer Lynde grew wp
on the Vest Min Sreet farmof his father Nathaniel, a wealthy Vst
Brookfield farner. BEoenezer operated a large farmfor forty years on South
Min Street (Mp #11-41-1A8 #A-67); the products of the Tarmare unknown.

Vst Brookfield vas incorporated as atomwm in 1848 Previously, the
center village had been knomn as Brookfield, though referenced here as Vst

— (conti nued)
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Brookfield Genter for clarity. The nane of the First Parish Curch of
Brookfield was changed to the First Congregational Church of Vst Brookfi el d.
The center's institutional focus shifted fromthe eastern to the western end

of the historic district by the |ate 1850s with the conpletion of Tom Hll
and construction of the Uhited Methodi st Church on Vst Min Street. Laterin
the 19th century, another church and the public library were also built at

this end of the district.

Prior to the construction of Tow Hall in 1859, the 1755 neetinghouse,
the first of four consecutive neetinghouse onthe site of the present
Qongregational Church, served as a Tom House until it was relocatedin 1795.
Between 1849 and 1859, however, town neetings were held inrented space i nthe
Qongregational Church. Qe conpl eted. Town Hall (M #41-42, MC #A- 31,
Photo #6) included comercial space infirst floor storefronts,
acknow edgenent of the building’s location at the conmercial core of the
wIIaEg. Ageneral store operated onthe first floor inthe 1860s and 1870s.
Tomn Hall has served m uses, housi n(};] at various tines the Post Office, the
|ibrary (1872-1880), neetings of the Catholic Society inthe 1860s. The
bui | ding has al so been used i ntines of calamty, tenporarily housingthe
oFeranns of the Bay State Corset Conpary after afire destroyed the Central
Street plant in 1886. i, .

~In 181 a second church congregation, the Vst Brookfield Methodi st

iscopal Church, was forned at the center village. All Methodist Eﬁl scopal
churches inthe Brookfields and Vdrren have their origins inthe Methodi st
Society forned on Ragged Hill in Veést Brookfield in1/99. Initially included
In northern Connecticut preaching circuits, the Ragged Hill congregation
increased its nenership and the focus of the circuit shifted tothe
Brookfiel ds and Leicester. Thecircuit systemcontinued until the late 1830s |,
when the individual societies were |arge enough to require resident pastors.
The formation of the Vst Brookfield society was the culmnationof a series
of revivals i nVest Brookfield between 1837 and 1851. Early neetings were
held at Pritchard's Tavern (denolished), then |ocated on MIk Street. In 1859
an abandoned Universalist Church building in Tenpl eton was purchased for $145,
di smantled, and reconstructed at Vst Brookfield Center (Myp #40-61, NAC
#A-38). The new church s dedi cated Qctober 12, 1859.

The center was not without schools, although no public schools survive in
the historic district. The "Qd Brick School ", a%pearance unknown, occupi ed
the site of the Fort Glbert Mnunent (Myp #41-105 MC #A-918), (theactual
fort, nolonger extant, once stood outside of the historic d|str|ct)7 on North
Min Street frromca. 1800 [(B/ Sudy Mps] and vas denol i shed 1870. A 2
1/2-story public school was constructed on Shool Street across fromthe
@mnanin 1860. Strikingly simlar to Tow Hall inits nassing and stylistic
details, the Shool Street Shool was built by Eoward E Rchards. This

(conti nued)
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bui | di nﬁ served at different tines as aprimary or granmar school, and as a
hi gh school between 1892 and 1899.  The school * was denolished in 1953  The 2
1/2-story MIk Street Shool was constructed west of the historic district in
1876 and denolished in 1954. A newelenmentary school was built on North Min
Street east of the historic district in 1951-1952. [W/ bur]

A ragiéld increase in Vst Brookfield s population, from 1344 persons i n
1850 to 1342 persons in 1870, spurred new residential and conmercial
construction at the center inthe third quarter of the 19th century. Central,
Hgh, and O)tta?e Streets were formal |y laid out and devel oped. Central

Street rou?hly ol | owed the boundary between |and of Cwee and Hat havway (then
owners of the forner Htchcock Tavernr)] on the east and the Merriamfamly
(owners of the printing concern) onthe west. The Merrians and their business
associ ates were responsible for sone of the street'searliest residential
devel opnent. A Geek Revival stklle hotel, the Wckaboag Huuse (ca.

1855-1885), was constructed of f the southern end of Central Street near the
railroad depot. This southern end of Central Street becane a focus for boot
and shoe factories after 1870. The Hgh Street loop adjacent to Central

Street vas devel oped with houses and cottages of Geek Revival inspiration.

Fol | owing the construction of Tow Hall, the Vést Brookfield Building
Associ ation, a devel opnent corporation, opened up (ottage Street inmediately
to the west. Fornerly the pasture and orchards of E B Taintor of Min
Street, (ottage Street reportedly follows a portion of afootpath fromMin
Street to Church Street used as a shortcut earlier inthe century.
original 1860s devel oprrent consi sted of six gable-front Victorian cottages

Photo #3) onthe west side of the street (Myp #41-10-1, 41-11, 41-12, 41-13
1-14, and 41-15) and four gable-front houses (three survive. #41- 41,
41-39, and 41-38) onthe east side directly behind Tow Hall. ween 1870
and 1885 si x houses were added to the original ten built by the corporation.
(Qottage Street was |ater extended toward Wckaboag Fond to the northwest,
vher e surrounding devel opnent becones nore rural.  Little else i s knoan about
the Vst BrookfieldBuilding Association. The corporation built the second
Mi ntosh Boot and Shoe Conpany factory on Central Street (ca. 1886,
denol i shed), the |argest boot and shoe factory at Vst BrookfieldCenter.

After the Civil Vdr, the town of Vst Brookfieldprospered as a .
predomnant!y agricultural econony with expansion of small-scale nanufacturing
at the center. In 1867 the Véstern and Boston & \VMrcester railroads vere
consol i dated into the Boston & Al bany Railroad and the |ine nodernized.
Athough well-situated onthis najor railroad artery. Vst Brookfielddid not
figure promnently in regional manufacturing and did not experience the influx
of large inmgration popul ations seen el sewhere i n Wrcester Gounty. Locally,
nei ghboring North Brookfiel d and Vdrren superseded Vst Brookfiel d as
manufacturing towns.

(cont i nued)
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The boot and shoe industry domnated nanufacturing at Vst Brookfield
Center, enploying 327 men and 27 veonen in 1865.  Production that year of
300,000 pairs of boots and shoes vas val ued at $905,000. A el even fol d
increase i nvalue over the previous decade. [MZ Recon., 7] In 1869 corset
manufacturing was introduced by Charles H Jackson, wo opened a business on
Central Street which he sold in1877 to Vdternan & Meyer, corset
manuf act urers, of Nw York. General r of Vdternan & Myer ves (hauncey
L. Onstead, wo |ater organized the By Sate Corset Conpery at the center.
Qor set nanufac;t uring woul d becone Vst Brookfield s nost | nportant industry
with the declineinboot and shoe manufacturing by the early 20th century.

Expansi on of manufacturing at the center contributed to the gradual
transformation i nthe appearance of the coomercial area. A early as 1825,
stores were built on Mun Street near the ol d Htchcock Tavern and the Merriam
printing office, including the "Brick Store", denolished for the construction
of Town Hall. HFane gable-front buildings such as the Lthion Sore I\Ag
#41-44, MC #A27) and the Daught Fairbanks Store 8!§0Mp #1-42-1, A 30)
were built across the street fromthe tavernca. 1850. Constructionof Town
Hall with its storefronts in 1859 signal ed the energence of an identifiable
coomercial core. The commercial area extended to the west side of Central
Street, behind the Mrriam B ock, where 0. P Kendrick relocated two Geek
Revival buil di ng;}él\w #41- 145 and 41-144) from Nw Braintree i n the 1860s.
These buildings and the Min Streets stores provided comercial space on the
first floor and residential space above.

The commercial area underwent considerabl e change i nthe last quarter of
the 19th century. 1n 1879 the town's first large business block, the Blair
Block, was builf on Min Street between Central and Pl easant Streets. The
bui | ding housed the businesses of Bl odgett & Gonverse, nerchants and deal ers
in dry goods, aad E H Blair, whose dry goods and grocery business had
relocated fromthe Tom Hal |. Destroyed % fire in1887, the Blair Bock vas
replaced with a new building that vas simlarly destroyed i n Getober 1892,
The present block (Mp #41-143, MC #A-49, Photo #7) vas built ca. 1893
John G , a local contractor, and a M. \Meeler of Springfield. The @
Bock isthe largest coomercial building at the center. After the 1892 fire,
Dillon & Edson, deal ers i ndry goods provisions, constructedthe Dillon &
Edson Block (Mp #41-143-1, Photo #8) on Central Street. This block isthe
only late 19th-century brick conrmercial building at thecenter.

Goncurrent with the growth of the comercial area vas the creation of
P easant Street. The years between 1870 and 1885 were its initial and nost
active period of developnent, with primarily Geek Revival and Victorian
verancul ar houses constructed. After the opening of P easant Street, Hgh
Street was extended east to neet Pleasant. The southern end of M easant
Street, like the southern end of Central Street, attracted factory buildings
later 1nthe century.

(conti nued)
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Three institutional buildings were completed in the historic district in
the 1880s. In 1880, the Merriam-Gilbert Library (Map #41-6, MHC #A-32, Photo
#6) was constructed directly across Cottage Street from Town Hall. Organized
in 1873, the West Brookfield Free Library and Reading Room was initially
supported by money from the 1871, 1872, and 1873 dog funds, or funds created
by fees paid annually for dog licenses. The library, located in a room in
Town Hall, opened to the public on January 4, 1874. Charles Merriam, a West
Brookfield native who established his printing and publishing business in
Springfield in 1831, made significant contributions to the new library,
including 500 books and $500 cash in its first year. In 1876 Merriam donated
additional books and set up an endowment fund of stock in the New York Central
and Hudson River Railroad, then valued at $5,650. His largest gift was the
site, services of an architect (Joseph R. Richards of Boston), and money for
construction of a library building. The new building was named in honor of
its benefactor. The interior was modernized in the late 1950s after the
descendant of an early West Brookfield settler bequeathed $100,000 and other
income to the town for library use. In December 1959, the name was changed to
the Merriam-Gilbert Public Library.

The 1880s also brought the construction of two churches at the center: a
new Congregational church, and West Brookfield's first Catholic church. The
Congregational church (1881-1882), the third consecutive house of worship to
occupy the meetinghouse lot, replaced the Greek Revival meetinghouse destroyed :
by lightening in February 1881. This frame. Queen Anne-style church was in
turn severely damaged by the hurricane of 1938. Today only the western end
(parish house) of the Queen Anne church survives, grafted onto a later church
constructed in 1941-1942 (Photo #11, see below). At the opposite end of the
historic district. Sacred Heart Church (Map #38-27, MHC #A-43) was built to
serve Catholics in Brookfield, East Brookfield, and West Brookfield. Catholic
Society was too large to continue meeting in private homes and began to rent
space in the new Town Hall at West Brookfield Center. The Rev. Patrick Healy
from Ware held the regular masses. The present building was constructed on
Main Street in 1889. The parish house is the former William Dane House across
Milk Street (Map #38-25, ML #A-41).

In the mid-1880s population, employment, and manufacturing in West
Brookfield began a steady decline that continued through World War I1.
Corsets replaced boots and shoes as the manufacturing backbone of the town.
The Olmstead-Quaboag Corset Factory on Pleasant Street (Map #38-54, Photo #9)
is the only major factory building remaining in the historic district. In
1894 the Quaboag Corset Company was formed as a partnership of C. L. Olmstead,
John G. Shackley, and William P. Garrett. The business was incorporated in
1902 as the Olmstead-Quaboag Corset Company with Olmstead as president.
Olmstead had previously organized and presided over the Bay State Corset
Company at the center. The three-story section of the present building was

(continued)
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built about 1894 by the Bay State Corset Company. Additions were made to the
plant through the early years of the 20th century, although much of the
eastern wing perpendicular to Pleasant Street was torn down for lumber in
1938. At full capacity, the factory employed 250 persons. During the boom
years before World War |, the company opened a Springfield factory and a New
York office. After Olmstead's death in 1915 and John Shackley's retirement,
the company was acquired by a Cortland, New York concern that closed the West
Brookfield factory in 1922, making the Springfield branch the main
headquarters.

West Brookfield's leading manufacturers built homes at the center in the
last quarter of the 19th century, and these homes are among the most
high-style buildings in the historic district. The George Fales House (Map
#41-2, ML #A-36) is a Second Empire house with tower, the first at the
center, built on Main Street west of Tom Hall in 1873; Fales's brother-in-law
built a rival towered house on North Main Street in 1880 (John Tomblen House,
Mep #41-92, M #A-12). Hamod Brown and Charles Olmstead updated and
expanded their Federal-style houses: the Hammod Brown House on South Main
(modified ca. 1875, Mgp #41-131, ML #A-54) is now a bracketed house and the
Olmstead-Taintor House on Main Street (modified ca. 1898, Mep #41-5, M{C
#A-33) a Queen Anne showpiece. The trend of manufacturers residing at the
center continued into the 20th century, when the Colonial Revival John
Shackley House (1913, Mgp #40-60, MH #A-39) was constructed on WesOlain
Street.

West Brookfield Center was well-integrated into the regional streetcar
network, but accessibility by streetcar did not translate into a development
boom in the already closely settled village. The Warren, Brookfield & Spencer
Street Railway Co. began regular streetcar service between Spencer and West
Brookfield via East Brookfield and Brookfield to Ware in Hampshire County,
with connections to Springfield. Through the center, the Hampshire and
Worcester line ran dowmn Main Street, turned south at the Comay Block, and
headed dowmn Central Street to the railroad station. The electric streetcar
may be credited with the transportation of the employees who arrived at the
Olmstead-Quaboag Company each day from Warren, East Brookfield, and
Brookfield. Various factors contributed to the demise of the electric
streetcars in 1918, among them the increasing popularity of the automobile and
a wartime shortage of coal used to produce the electric power. [DeCelle]

Long noted for its scenic beauty. West Brookfield was a popular stop on
the regional traveling circuit, first by railroad, then streetcar, and finally
automobile. Wickaboag Pond immediately northwest of the center became a focus
for lake-side cottage construction in the 1920s. The former John Tomblen
House was operated as a guest house known as Windemere, and the former
Hitchcock Tavern enjoyed renewed success due to Main Street's improvement as

(continued)
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part of the Boston to New York auto route later known as Route 20. Following
Route 20's shift to the south, in 1931, Main Street was incorporated into
Route 9, a major east-west route through the state. Three filling stations on
Main Street in the historic district, a Colonial Revival cape (1916, Map
#41-44, MHC #A-26), a false-front store (1919, Map #41-149, MHC #A-45), and a
Modern cinderblock garage (1935, Map #41-135, MHC #A-51), attest to the
presence of West Brookfield Center on the region's early highways.

The closing of the Olmstead-Quaboag factory in 1922 ended corset
manufacture at the center. Wheeldon Wire Co. (later Seneca Wire Co.) occupied
the building from ca. 1928 to ca. 1940. The former Mcintosh Boot & Shoe
factory, used during the 1920s and 1930s by a chair manufacturer, shoe
manufacturer, and the Quaboag Co. clothing manufactory, was demolished in
1936. Agriculture remained an important part of the town's economy, with
dairying the leading activity. At the center, the former Jake Putnam livery
stable was moved east on Main Street in 1918 and attached to the rear of the
(:harles Dane House (Map #41-137) for use as a Grange Hall (1920-1940).
Meetings of the West Brookfield Farmer's Club were also held in the rear ell.
A dairy farm operated on the Hammond Brown House property nearby at least
through the 1920s.

Population in West Brookfield declined to a nadir of 1,255 people in
1930. Bungalows constituted the district's isolated infill construction
during the period of significance. Fires in the commercial area damaged the
Conway Block in 1931 and the former Hitchcock Tavern in 1928 and 1938; the
commercial block was repaired and the tavern substantially rebuilt. Two
churches in the district were damaged in the hurricane of 1938. The spire on
Sacred Heart Church was subsequently rebuilt. The Congregational Church
sustained greater damage, necessitating the demolition of the church proper
and construction of the present church, designed by John F. Jackson of New
York City and built by H. P. Cummings Co. of Ware in 1942 (Map #41-65T, MHC
#A-14, Photo #11). A segment of the 1882 Queen Anne church—the parish house
at the western end--survives intact at the western end of the present building.

The West Brookfield Center Historic District maintains its historic
balance of residential to non-residential buildings and open space. Many
houses are in an excellent state of preservation with only one known instance
of building demolition—a ca. 1928 store on Main Street--in the last fifty
years. Intact barns and workshops are generally less well maintained.
Infiltration of commercial ventures into historic dwellings and barns is
generally confined to offices and craft shops. Nursing homes operate in at
least two dwellings in the district and a funeral home in a third. In
addition to the Congregational Church, limited post-1940 construction includes
the brick fire department addition (1951) to the rear of Town Hall and the
Helen Paige Shackley Memorial Bandstand (Map #41-112X, MHC #A-917), built in

(continued)
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1971 near the site of the Shoo Street School (denolished 1952). The
bandstand serves as acultural focus adjacent to the Connan

Qe of the nest highly si Pnificant aspects of Vst Brookfield Center is
the integrity of the historic landscape. Continuity of use Eseen inbuilt as
wel | as qgpen space), survival of the late 18th/early 19th-century circulation
network, and nai ntenance of natural features owng to avirtual "|ack of
regrading axd mninal building reconstruction characterize the historic
district. Arenarkabl e nunber of intact workshops, barns, and outbuil di nﬂs
chronicle artisan ad farmng activity at the center fromca. 1790 through the
19th century. Se of these buildings have already been studied, others are
||ke|¥. toyield rewinfornmation. Inrecent years, the devel opnent of Vest
Brooktiel d Genter ad the work of cabinetnaker Janes Qark in particular have
been the focus of research andfornal archaeol ogical investigations by the
staff and sunmar field school of Qd Surbridge \Allaﬁe. The noseum i s
I?unfgrggng anarchitectural history programbased at the center in the sunner
0 .

A attenpt to create alocal historic district under MGL . 40C
around the C&nan ves vetoed at town neeting in 1978, the proposed | ocal
district constitutes the core of the present National Register District.

. ts to local zoning by-laws, allowng for the creation of "Village
Residential" and "Limted Business" categories specifically intended to govern
grovth at the center, are currently under di scussion.

(end)
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Qd Sturbridge Village Research Dept. Sudy nmaterials on Janes Qark, n.d.

W%mBrookfield Historic District Sudy Cormttee. Final Report, ns. Mrch

Wlbur, Gace. "Ginpses of Vst Brookfield Mw and Then." 4 vols,
scrapbooks i nVest Brookfield Public Library, n.d.

"Vest Brookfield Schools, 1660-1956." ns. 1956.

Publ i shed Sources

Gane, EB Hstory of Wrcester ., Mss., Vol. 1 Nw York and Chicago: Lew s
Hstoric Publishing @., Inc., 1924.

[ Celle, Ken. "The North Brookfield Trolleys." Quaboag Plantation
(conmenorative issue), n.c, pp. 34-36.

I-UrlgégH Hstory of Wrcester County, Miss.. Philadelphia: J. W Lews & M.,

Larkin, Jack. "The Merrians of Brookfield: Printing i nthe and ;
Quiture of Rural Missachusetts inthe Early NneteenthGentury.™ Awrican .
Antiquarian Society, Proceedings, Vol. 96, Part 1 (April 1986), pp. 39-73.

Leadi ng Business Mn of Spencer, Brookfield and Vicinity. Boston: Mercantile
Publ 1'shi ng  Gonpany, 0.

Massachusetts Historic Gomssion Survey Team Historic and Archaeol ogi cal
Resources of Central Massachusetts. Boston: NG 1985.

, Louis E (%i_aboag Plantation Alias Brookfield: A Seventeenth Century
sachusetts Tomn. Vst Brookfield, M Louis E RFoy, 1965.

Srague, Hner B Address at the Dedication of the Tom Library Building,
Erected for the Vst Brookfield Free Library and Reading Foomp Nov. 1
1880. Springfiel d: Waver, Shipnan & ., 1882

NMys and at | ases

Photostat of unidentified 1857 nap of Vést Brookfield, probably fromlarger
nap of Vrcester .
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Atlas of Wrcester Qunty, Mss. N F. W Beers, 1870.

Atlas of Brookfield WVest Brookfield, and North Brookfield Tows,
Missachusetts. Boston: Go. H Vil ker & ., 1885.

Atlas of Wrcester Gounty, Massachusetts. Philadelphia: L J. Rchards, 1898.
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UM References
Warren Quad
Scale 1:25000

Zone Easting Nor t hi ng
A 18 736280 4679920
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D 18 736360 4679620
E 18 735920 4679510
F 18 736020 4679360
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H 18 735590 4679180
| 18 735680 4679400
J 18 735320 4679390
K 18 735460 4679490
L 18 735650 4679560
M 18 735520 4679710
N 18 735600 4679790
0 18 7357a0 4679690
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The following information isthe sane for all photographs:

Vst Brookfield Genter Historic District

Vst Brookfield, Missachusetts

Photos and negatives: . o
Vst Brookfield Hstorical Gonmassion

- N PO Bx 58
Vst Brookfield, M 01585
Date: 1989
Photo # Description of Mew
I Dwght House, North Min Street (Mp #41-48). Mew NV
2 : MewWon North Min Street across fromCnen  Huses in
r foreground are J.E Bailey House (Myp #41-64) and Joseph

Ross House (Mp 41-54).
3V View NW on Cottage Street. House in foreground is

Perry-Wilbur House (Map #41-10-1).

4 Seth Allen House, 16 Central Street (Map #38-41). View NE.
5 John Shackley House, West Main Street (Map #40-60). View N.
6 View W on Main Street, showing (left to right)

%]  Merriam-Gilbert Public Library (Map #41-6), Town Hall (Map
#41-42), Fairbanks Store (Map #41-42-1), and
noncontributing Rawson House (Map #41-43K).
7 View SV on Main Street, showing (left to right) Ye Olde
Tavern (Map #41-138), Conway Block (Map #41-143), and
Merriam Printing Office (Map #41-146). William Dane House
(Map #38-25) in background.

8 Dillon & Edson Block, Central Street (Map #41-143-1). View
NE.

9 Olmstead-Quaboag Corset Company, Pleasant Street (Map
#38-54). View NW.

10 View NE on New Braintree Road, showing Clark-Tomblen House
(Map #41-91) and Tomblen Shop/Rental House (Map #41-90) in
foreground.

I First Congregational Church of West Brookfield, North Main
and Church Streets (Map #41-65T). View W.
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MAP # MHC # HISTORIC NAVE STREET ADDRESS DATE OF STATUS STYLE
CONSTRUCTION
Central Street, East Side
41 -143-1 A-88 Dillon & Edson Block Central Street 1893 C late 19th cent. comm.
41 -142 — — Central Street 1911 -1928 NC alt. 20th cent. comm.
38-39 — George A. Parratt House 12 Central Street 1857-1870 C Greek Revival/ltalianate
stable 1857-1870 C utilitarian
38-40 — Fullam-Sawyer Building 14 Central Street 1857-1885 C Ital ianate
38-41 — Seth F. Allen House 16 Central Street 1857-1870 C Second Empire
38-42 — Lincoln-Harrington Hse. 20 Central Street 1848-1855 C Greek Revival
garage mid-20th cent. NC
38-43 — G. F. Lincoln Cottage 36 Central Street 1870-1855 C Second Empire
38-44 — Gilbert F. Lincoln House 38 Central Street 1848-1855 C Greek Rev./Eclectic
38-69 — Barnes-Southwick Hse. 40 Central Street 1855-1857 C Greek Revival
garage High Street ca. 1920 C
38-70 — 0. P. Maynard Store/ 42 Central Street 1857-1870 C Greek Revival
Barnes House
barn (formerly detached) 1870-1855 NC utilitarian/altered
38-71 — Allen-Woods House 44 Central Street 1855-1857 C Gothic Revival
barn mid-19th cent. C utilitarian
38-64 — Rich-Adams House 46 Central Street 1855-1857 C Greek Revival
38-64 — Farnum-Allen House 48 Central Street 1848-1855 C Greek Revival
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38-72

38-74

Central

41-145

41 -144

38-38

38-37

38-36

38-35

38-34

38-16

38-15

38-14

D

38-13

Church Street,

41 -92

41 -80

Street,

A-89

Paige-Shackley House/
Congregational
barn

Maroy-Carter House
barn

West Side

Oliver Kendrick Store
W. Brook. Post Office

Oliver S. Cooke House
barn

Hastings House

Pepper-Gleason House
barn

Ebenezer Merriam Hse.
garage

Lincoln-Forbes House
garage/stable

Merriam-Barnes House

Lemuel Fullam House
stable

Dane-Stone House
garage ,

W. A. Mardy House
garage

East Side

James Clark House and
Shop Site

David Stebbins House

Parsonage

50 Central Street

Central Street

mid to

9 Central Street
13 Central Street

15 Central Street

17 Central Street

19 Central Street

mid to

23 Central Street

45 Central Street

Central Street

Central Street

49 Central Street

1857-1870
1870-1885

1847-1870
late 19th

ca. 1857
ca. 1850

ca. 1850
ca. 1855

1870-1885

1848-1855
late 19th

1848-1855
ca. 1920

1848-1855
ca. 1900

1848-1855

1857-1870
1857-1870

1855-1857

cent.

cent.

mid-20th cent.

51 Central Street

1885-1898

early 20th cent.

NE corner N. Main
and Church Streets

Church Street
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1820-1830

late 18th/early
19th cent.
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Greek Revival/ltalianate

utilitarian

Bracketed/ltalianate

Greek Revival
Greek Revival

Greek Revival
Italianate

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

util itarian

Greek Revival

vernac.

late Greek Revival

utilitarian

Greek Revival

Queen Anne
util itarian

late Federal
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41-79

41-78 —

Church Street,

41-66 A-13

41-67 —
41-68 —
41-69 —

Cottage Street,
41-41

41-40

41-39

41 -38

41-37

41-36

41-35

Avery Keep House
garage

Amos Gilbert House

West Side

Fales Boot and Shoe
Shop/J. Snow House

Bond-Merrick-Fales Hse.

Rev. Swift Bylington Hse.

Elijah Bartlett House

East Side

C. B. Perry House
garage/shed
shoe shop

Dr. F. W. Cowles House
carriage house

Johnson House
garage

Livermore-Shackley Hse.
garage

John Perry House

Chase-Edson House
barn

Chas. H. Jackson House
stable

Cottage Streeet, West Side

41-7

Lockhardt-Olmstead Hse.
garage

6 Church Street 1837-1855

mid-20th cent.

Church Street 1820-1836

C

NC

C

Church Street late 18th/early 19th cent.C

Church Sreet late 18th cent.-1810

5 Qwrch Sreet 1830-1855
13 Ghurch Street 1810-1820
3 Cottage Street 1857-1870
late 19th cent.
1 Cottage Street 1857-1885
5 Cottage Street ca. 1902
ca. 1880
7 Cottage Street 1857-1870
ca. 1950
9 Cottage Street 1857-1870
ca. 1920
11 Cottage Street 1870-1885
13 Cottage Street 1870-1885

late 19th cent.

15 Cottage Street ca. 1873
ca. 1873
2 Cottage Street ca. 1950

mid-20th cent.
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Greek Revival

Federal/Greek Revival

vernacular

Georgian vernacular
Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Bracketed
vernacular
Queen Anne/Col. Rev.
Queen Anne
Greek Revival vernac.

Greek Revival vernac.

Greek Revival vernac.

Greek Revival

Georgian reproduction
utilitarian

modern cape
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41-8 Olmstead-Clark-
Bristol House

barn
41 -9 Sherman House/
Congregational Parsonage
41-10 Mrs. E. T. Stearns House
41-10-1 Perry-Wilbur House
barn
41-11 Jones-Bill House
barn
41-12 Paige-Bailey House
41-13 I. M. Southworth House
barn (formerly detached)
41-14 Mrs. S. Anderson House
41-15 K. H. Cutler House

High Street, North Side

38-47 . w_ _

garage
38-46 Joel Richards House
38-45 E. E. Richards House

High Street, South Side

38-55 Weston W. Hill House
garage

38-57 Cowee-Waite House

38-68 E. W. Combs House
garage

38-68-1 E. Warner Combs Cottage

4 Cottage Street

6 Cottage Street

8 Cottage Street

10 Cottage Street

12 Cottage Street

14 Cottage Street

16 Cottage Street

18 Cottage Street

20 Cottage Street

High Street

8 High Street

6 High Street .

26 High Street

32 High Street

High Street

3 High Street
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1870-1885
ca. 1880

1870-1885

1870-1885

1857-1870
1860S-1870

1857-1870
1860S-1870

1857-1870

1857-1870
1870-1885

1857-1870
1857-1870

ca. 1960
ca. 1960

1848-1855

1848-1855

1885-1898
1920s

1870-1885

1857-1870

early 20th cent.

1855-1857
12

@

0O o 66 O OO0 OO0 00 O

O o000 O 00

Queen Anne
utilitarian

late Greek Revival

late Greek Revival

Victorian cottage
utilitarian

Victorian cottage

Victorian cottage

Victorian cottage
utilitarian

Victorian cottage

Victorian cottage

modern ranch

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Queen Anne

Greek Revival vernac.

Bracketed

Greek Revival
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Hgh Street, East Sde

38-58 J. H. Dodge House
barn

38-59 S L. Gleason House
barn

38-60 —- Livermore-Bush House

High Street, West Side

38-67 —- Mrs. Richards Cottage
garage
38-66 —- S. D. Livermore House

38-65 —- S. D. Richards House

Main Street, North Side

10 High Street

12 High Street

High Street

High Street

11 High Street

13 High Street

(continued from North Main Street, North Side)
41-44 A-26  — (gas) Main
41-44 A-27  Union Store Main
41 -43 A-28 Maynard Building Main
41-43 A-29 C. C. Rawson House Main
41-42-1  A-30 Dwight Fairbanks Store Main
41 -42 A-31  Town Hall Main
41 -6 A-32  Merriam-Gilbert Main
Public Library
Brady fountain
41 -5 A-33  Olmstead- Main

Tai nt or Far ninouse

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

1847-1870
mid to late 19th cent.

1848-1855
mid to late 19th cent.

1848-1855

1857-1870
early 20th cent.

1857-1870

1857-1870

1916
ca. 1850
ca. 1910
ca. 1850
ca. 1850
1859-1860

1880
ca. 1970

ca. 1790, ca. 1898
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C
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Greek Revival

Greek Revival
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Greek Revival vernac.
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Colonial Revival

Greek Revival

altered Greek Revival 2
Greek Revival
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Victorian Gothic

Federal/Queen Anne
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41 -4 A-34 J. F. Bailey House Main Street
M garage

41 -3 A-35 Dr. Blodgett House Main Street

41 -2 A-36  Fales House Main Street
garage

41-1 A-37  John Sanford House Main Street
shop

Main Street, South Side

(continued from South Main Street, South Side)

41 -135 A-51 P &J Filling Station Main Street

41 -136 — barn (Fales Factory) Main Street

41 -137 — Charles Dane House Main Street
Putham liverly stable (formerly detached)

41 -138 A-50 Ye Olde Tavern Main Street

41-143 A-49  John Conway Block s Main Street

41 -146 A-48  Merriam Printing Main Street
Office s

41 -147 A-47  Jake Putnam House Main Street
garage

41 -148 A-46 J. Dupee House Main Street
garage

41 -149 A-45 Main Street
barn

41 -150 A-44  G. W. Bliss House Main Street

38-27 A-43  Sacred Heart Church Main Street

38-25 A-41  Wm Dane House Main Street
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ca.

1840-1850
ca. 1950

1880-1885

1873, 1982
ca. 1920

ca. 1820
ca. 1820

1935
ca. 1865

1871-1878
ca. 1880

1760/1938
ca. 1893
ca. 1810
ca. 1885
ca. 1950

ca. 1850
ca. 1920

1919
ca. 1885

ca. 1870
1889

1869
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Italianate

vernac.

Second Empire/Stick

Federal
utilitarian

Modern
utilitarian

Second Empire
util itarian

Colonial Revival
vernac. 19th c. comm.

Federal

vernac. Queen Anne

altered Greek Revival

vernac. 20th C. comm.
utilitaian
Greek Revival

Queen Anne

Second Empire

Victorian/alt.
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Mirick Street,

41-66-1

Q 41-63

Mirick Street,

41 -55

41 -56

R 41-57

41-58

East Side

Davis-Allen House

West Side

Henry Wilfins House
garage

Francis Allen House
garage

Mirick-Durant Hse.

John Balcome House

New Braintree Road, East Side

41-91

41-90

41-89

41 -88

41-87

Clark-Tomblen Hse.
barn

Lucius Tomblen shop/
J.R. Tomblen Rental

Rice-Leertower Hse.

G. Gault House
barn

Nw Braintree Road, Vest Sde

41 -81

41 -82

41-83

Joseph Blair House

J.R. Tomblen Shop |

J.R. Tomblen Shop 11

Mirick Street

Mirick Street

1 Mirick Street

3 Mirick Street

Mirick Street

8 Mirick Street

New Braintree Road

New Braintree Road

House

6 New Braintree Rd.

New Braintree Road

New Braintree Road

New Braintree Road

1 New Braintree Rd.

3 New Braintree Rd.
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1855-1857

1950s

1870-1885

early 20th cent.

1870-1885

early 20th cent.

ca. 1790-1830

1870-1885

ca. 1790-1819

mid-19th cent.

ca. 1790-1830

1780S-1798

1830-1855 !
mid- 29th cent.

ca. 1913-1930

ca. 1825-1855

1870-1885 and
1913-1928

1870-1885 and
1913-1928

0O 00 o 0o 00 o 6 oo oo

@)

Greek Revival

v 3]

gable front cottage

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

vernac. Federal/altered

W W WwWw W

Greek Revival

Federal
utilitarian

ueluy)

Federal venacular

Federal

Greek Revival
utilitarian

W

G af t snan

Geek Revival B
Geek Revival/ltalianate B

Geek Revival/ltalianate B



41-84

41-85

— Keep-Blackmer Hse.
barn

Cotton Hunt House
barn

North Main Street, North Side

41-97

41-96

41-95

41-94

41-93
41-92
T 41-65

41-64

41-54

41-53

41-52

41-51

41-50

A-7 Webber House

A-8 W.A. Blair House
garage

A-9 Sikes House
garage
barn

A-10 A. Hamilton House
~ garage

A-11 Anson French House
A-12 John Tomblen House
A-14  First Congreg. Church

A-15 J.E. Bailey House
garage -

A-16  Joseph Ross House
garage

A-17 @ Dr. Wm Curtis Hse.
yXa®e/barn

A-18 H. Barnes House
garage

A-19  Joseph Foot House
barn

A-20 Jesse Bliss House
garage/barn

5 New Braintree Rd. 1830-1855 C
mid- 19th cent. C
New Braintree Road 1830-1855 C
mid- 19th cent. C
North Main Street ca. 1845 C
North Main Street ca. 1840 C
ca. 1950 NC
North Main Street ca. 1850 C
early 20th cent. C
ca. 1850 C
43 North Main Street ca. 1810 C
early 20th cent. ¢
43 North Main Street ca. 1815 C
North Main Street 1880 C
North Main Street 1942, 1882 NC
North Main Street ca. 1840 C
ca. 1900 C
North Main Street ca. 1811 C
ca. 1920 C

31 North Main Street ca. 1810
ca. 1850 C
29 North Main Street ca. 1820 C
ca. 1920 C
27 North Main Street  1857-1870 C
ca. 1880 C
21 North Main Street ca. 1818 C
ca. 1880 C
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Federal/Greek Revival
Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

utilitarian

Federal

Federal
Second Empire/Stick

late Colonial Revival

Greek Revival

Federal

Federal
utilitarian

Federal

Italianate
utilitarian

Federal
utilitarian
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41-49 A-21 Dr. Chas. Blake Hse.

gar age/ barn
41-48 A-22  Col. Jos. Dwight Hse.
barn
41-47 A-23 Brookfield Classical
Seminary
barn
41-46 A-24  A. Makepeace House
41-45 A-25 Bannister House

North Main Street, South Side

41-105 A-918 Ft. Gilbert Monument

41-115 A-6 Joseph Waite House
garage

41 -117 A-5

41-117 A-5

P easant Street, East Sde

41 -139 — W. Millen Smith Hse.

41 -140 — W.0. Swift House

38-51 —

38-52 Mrs. Matthews House
garage

38-53 J.M. Shaw House
barn

38-54 Olmstead-Quaboag
Corset Co. Factory
outbuilding

19 North Main Street

17 North Min Street

15 North Min Sreet

North Main Street

North Main Street

North Main Street

North Main Street

44 North Main Street

42 North Main Street

Pleasant Street
8 Pleasant Street
Pleasant Street

Pleasant Street

14 Pleasant Street

Pleasant Street
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1896 C
ca. 1896 C
ca. 1760 C
early 19th cent. C
ca. 1825 C
early 19th cent. C
ca. 1830 _ C
1790s /I C
1900 ;A c
ca. 1820 C
early 20th cent. C
1969 NC
1969 NC

ca. 1790-1810 C
1870-1885 C
1911-1928 C
1870-1885 C
mid 20th cent. NC
1870-1885 C
late 19th cent. C
1894, 1898-1913 C
ca. 1910 C

den e

ol oni al  vernacul ar
utilitarian

Geek Revival
utilitarian
Geek Revival
Feder al

Feder al

Federal
Greek Revival
Craftsman

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

late 19th c. industrial

utilitarian

W W W W WO WwW

W W WW



Pleasant Street,
41-142 —
41-141  —
38-50 —

38-49 —

West Side

AW. Beals House
William Allen House
G.H. Howard House

Cowee-Blodgett Hse.
carriage house

School Street, East Side

41-112  A-917
41-113 A-3
41-118 A4

Helen Paige Shackley
Memorial Bandstand

Col. J.M. Fisk House

South Main Steet, North Side

41-110 A-73

41-119 —

A-915
Y A-916
A-913
A-914
z A-911
AA A-912
A-910

Ephraim Verd House
bar n/ gar age

Quaboag Park and
Common

Franklin Milestone
Kendrick Fountain
Rice Memorial Fountain
Rice Drinking Fountain
Cannon

World War 1l Monument
Soldier's Monument

South Main Street, South Side

AB 11-4-1  A-67

41-120 A6

E.B. Lynde House
barn

ClggrhYébb House
ar age
Shop garag

Pleasant Street
6 Pleasant Street
Pleasant Street

11 Pleasant Street

School Street

School Street

School Street

45 South Main Street

South Main Street

46 South Main Street

South Main Street
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mid-

1870-1885

1850s

1870-1885

1870-1885
1870-1885

1971

ca. 1800

1870-1885

ca. 1760, 1909
19th cent.

1791

1753
1960
1885
1885

ca. 1955

ca. 1952
1921

ca. 1850
ca. 1880

ca. 1790

late 19th cent.

ca. 1820

066060 00

coo 06

:(I-)OOOO

Victorian vernacular
Greek Revival vernac.
Victorian vernacular

Victorian
Victorian

Gothic/Stick
Gothic/Stick

Federal

Victorian vernacular

modified Georgian
utilitarian

altered Greek Revival
utilitarian

Federal cape
utilitarian
utilitarian

o W @

ro ro

[vs)

OCOO0O0O0CO00O0 v W

oW W W W



Ac

41 -121

41 -122

41 -123

41-124

41-125

41-126

41 -127

41 -128

41 -129

41 -130

41 -132

A-65

A-64

A-63

A-62

A-61

A-60

A-59

A-58

A-57

A-56

A-54

A-52

Austin Phelps House
garage

Giddings House
Clarinda Barlow House

Goldie Woodard Cottage
garage

Rev. Frink House
garage

G.S. Blair House
Huntington House

J. Upham House
garage

Tomblen House

Geo. Brown House
garage

H. Brown House
barn
playhouse

Gloria's

Allen and Swift
garage
garage

J.M. Fales House

South Main

South Main

South Main

South Main

South Main

South Main
South Main

South Main

South Main

South Main

South Main

South Main

o'eSi* o

South Main

South Main

South Main

Page

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street
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ca.

1782
ca. 1950

ca. 1830
ca. 1830

ca. 1920
ca. 1920

1924
ca. 1940

ca. 1857
1871-1878

1790
ca. 1950

ca. 1860

1860-1870
ca. 1920

ca. 1970

1800, ca. 1875

ca. 1875
ca. 1920

1930s
ca. 1850
ca. 1920
ca. 19500

ca. 1850

0coo 6 oo o 6o o o 60 0o o o 6o

6 600

Federal

Greek Revival
Greek Revival

Craftsman

Classical Revival

Italianate
Italianate

Federal

Ital ianate

Second Empire

Federal/bracketed
utilitarian
Colonial Revival
20th-cent. commercial

Greek Revival

Greek Revival/altered

o W W (o9) (o9) W W ™ W o8} (os) W W

(o8] o w W (o8] W™ (o8} W W



Vst Min Street, North Sde
(continued fromMin Street, North S de)

40-61 A-38 Whitefield United West Main Street ca. 1835 C Greek Revival B
Methodist Church
40-60 A-39  John G. Shackley House West Main Street 1913 C Colonial Revival e
garage 1913 Z ~ Colonial Revival e
West Main Street, South Side
(continued from Main Street, South Side)
38-26 A-40  Fairbanks House West Main Street ca. 1880 C vernac. Queen Anne 8
garage ca. 1920 C 8
Al 37-57 — — West Main Street ca. 1950 NC modern cape B
37-58 A-94  Jesse Gilbert House 25 West Main Street ca. 1870 C vernac. lItalianate 8
barn/garage ca. 1875 C vernac. Italianate 8
37-59 e E.H. Blair House 29 West Main Street ca. 1860 C Italianate B

KEY. C=contributing, NC =noncontributing, B=building. S =site, St. =structure, O =object

NOE There are four segnents of the nain street through thehistoric district: Min, North Min, South Min, and Vst
Min Streets. North and South Min nerge west of the Gmanto becone Min Street, which in turn becones Vst Min
west of MIk Street. Buildings are |isted according totheir segnent of Min Street. See the acconpanyi ng conposite
assessor's nap of thehistoric district.

Contributi ng Noncontributing
Bui | di ngs 211 29
Stes 1 0
Sructures 1 1
Cb{ ects 5 4
Tot al m ~30f
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, UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
* : NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: i gi WWPn OBJECTION /MViM ANNNNEN
PRCPE West Brookfielc3 Center Historic District -
NAME :

MULTI PLE

NAME:

STATE & GOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 16/ 90 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE CF 16TH DAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 6/ 30/ 90

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 90000885 r.- - -
NOM NATOR  STATE ' .o r.--

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
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ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COWENTS:
RECOM. /CRITERIh/IcCM)* NL.CH

REVI EWER  #WL1A y-ddji™ I AMXIH
DI SCI PLI NBAA Y, | T7AtNSM-mA
DATE YRSEIRY! A

DOCUMENTATI ON see attachec3 comments Y/ N see attachec3 SLR Y/ N

z2zZz



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCRI PTI ON

.architectural classification

.materials
.descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in oneparagraph)
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conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance tothe resource

cont ext

relationship of integrity t osignificance
justification of exception

ot her
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CECXRAPH CAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYT NG DOCUMENTATI OV PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ographs presentation
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MAY U1990'

NATIONAL
ROISTER

May 7, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service \ -
P.O. Box 37127 n
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull: " \Y
Encl osed please find the follow ng nomnation:

Vst Brookfield Center Hstoric District, Central, (ottage and North, South
SrPSBSVést Min Streets, Vst Brookfield (\Wrcester Cbunty?, Massachusetts,

There has been no owner objectionfor the property |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and has been
signed by the State Hstoric Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of
pendi n ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded the opportunity t o conment. S received todate are
attached tothe nomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg _ U
National Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Gonmnssi on

Encl osur e;

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



