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The Huff-Lamberton House occupies a one-half block site between Fourth and 
Fifth Streets fronting on Huff Street, approximately four blocks from the central 
business district of Winona. Associated with the house is a two storey carriage 
house, root cellar, and remnants of a formal garden. The property may be entered 
either from the south (front) and proceeding through a porte-cochere on the west 
facade, or from the west which provides access to the rear of the house and 
carriage house.

The Huff-Lamberton House is a brick and stone Italian Villa style residence 
of mansion proportion. The main mass is two storeys in height crowned with a 
hip/gable roof; this two storey mass assumes the,"L".;plan^ r.A£ the intersection 
of the two legs of the "L" is a massive square three storey brick tower with 
dormered mansard roof and balustraded widow 1 s walk. At the rear of the building 
is a simple attached two storey brick kitchen dependency. The characteristic of 

"symmetry within a facade" which is typical of the Villa mode is found throughout 
the Huff-Lamberton House.

The tower is the dominant feature of the design and is treated with a 
variety of window types. All windows are centrally positioned and the entire 
facade is enframed by stone quoins. The first storey employs a tripartite bay 
window with semi-circular arched windows; the muntons within the arch form a 
bisected quatrefoil pattern. The spaces below the windows are filled with beveled 
panels; above is a bracketed and dentillated cornice. On the second storey, 
the segmental arch is employed over a double window. Directly above this is a 
secondary projecting cornice supported by scroll-sawn brackets. On the third 
storey, the semi-circular arch is repeated over a two-part window. A pronounced 
bracketted cornice separates the three storey brick tower from the concave mansard- 
roofed fourth level. Dormers on this level exhibit a Baroque influence on design 
in use of secondary oval port-hole type windows, pilasters, and convex roofs. 
The entire mass is crowned by a balustraded widow's walk with intersecting circle 
design.

In addition to the tower, the principal facade is complemented by a two- 
storey, three-bay mass with a low hip/gable roof and bracketted and dentillated 
cornice. Both segmental and semi-circular arches are employed at window and door 
openings. A centrally located gable is adorned with a circular port-hole type 
window. The dominant feature of this facade is an intricate colonnaded lattice- 
and-spindle-work wrap-around porch which boasts a circular corner gazebo and 
scalloped Moorish-influence arches. Carved panels in bas-relief adorn the gazebo. 
This porch is not original to the residence, having been added in the 1870s by 
the second owner, H.W. Lamberton.

With the exception of a two storey modern brick addition to the rear, the 
Huff-Lamberton House has retained original architectural design integrity. The 
house continued to serve as a residence from the time of its construction in 
1857 until the late 1950s. During the 1960s the function was changed to that 
of an orphanage, which required an addition to be constructed to provide needed 
additional facilities. In essence, the original structure has undergone a few 
alterations to adjust to adaptive use. Interior room arrangements are basically 
unaltered and many retain original woodwork, fireplaces, and decorative plaster 
treatment. The interior is basically simple when compared to the expressive design 
of the exterior.
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Constructed in 1857, the Huff-Lamberton House in Winona is significant as 
one of the earliest and best preserved residences of the Italian Villa style 
in the State of Minnesota. Exterior design treatment is indicative of a high 
degree of skilled craftsmanship and a refined knowledge of the architectural 
motifs and philosophies promoted by A.J. Downing and Calvert Vaux. Awareness 
of the exotic, which reached a high point in the Philadelphia Centennial 
Exhibition of 1876, is illustrated in the intricate filigree of the Moorish- 
influence porch.

The Huff-Lamberton House has long been recognized as an architectural land­ 
mark in Winona and southeastern Minnesota,



Kennedy, Roger, Minnesota Houses, 1967, page 144-45. 
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