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Connecticut Historic Structures and Landmarks Survey
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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent O Good Q] Fair 3 Deteriorated Q Ruins O Unexposed

CC/iecfc Onej 

Altered |j| Unaltered
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Moved S3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of the most attractive railroad stations in Connecticut, the Cornwall 
Bridge Station exists in almost complete originality. Its siding is board 
and batten, now in need of paint, and its slate roof has a wide overhang 
supDorted by the original incised and carved brackets, with an inset of 
scroll work, Built in the late 19th century, probably between 1865 and 18? 
the building could most accurately be classified as Stick Style. There are 
exposed framing members in the form of brackets at ^Ehe sides, and also at 
the gable ends. There is a wooden finial at each end of the roof and 
twin chimneys, each with a double drip course.

Upon examination in January, 1972, it was found that the building was 
structurally sound. There is no evidence of sagrang or bulging. The 
roof shows no sign of leakage. On the interior the remnants of an active 
railroad station remain; the ticket windows are there along with the 
drawers and storage areas for the ticket agent. At the center of the 
interior, separating the waiting room from the baggage room, is an arch 
whose spandrels repeat the ornamental foliated scroll work of the brackets 
on the exterior. The rest of the interior -is nocely finished in varnished 
wood including the old benches of the waiting room.
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iTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cornwall Bridge Railroad Station is located in a small town and is 
an important landmark to the people of the area. A basically attractive 
building, it is endangered through neglect. As is the case with many 
old transportation facilities, it is being allowed to deteroirate. 
The station is now unused boarded up and abandoned. Passenger service 
ceased some itme ago and a freight train passes once a week without 
stopping.

Because the station is part of a rapidly vanishing "Americana", as well 
as an attractive building, artist Eric Sloane has begun procedure for 
acquiring and restoring the station. He would have it moved on the 
tracks the four or five miles south to the Sloane-Stanley Museun at 
Kent, as a part of the museum complex. Negotiation is underway with 
Penn Central and methods of moving the building on a flatear are being 
investigated.
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Sloane, Eric. T Remember America. Fun!< and Wagnalls, New York, 1971.
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Connecticut Historical Commission January 10, 1971
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q ^^— State^ ftfl Local Q
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Title State Liason Offic°r

Bate January 20, 1972
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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(
County

• Burlington: Brov/i; Tavern - new o'.vner is Toivn of Burlington
use - not yet open to the public

iff
• East Granby: Vietr, » Tavern - new ovmer is State of Connecticut Historical

Co';uission 
use - not yet open to public, to be restored

• KeiiT Britain: Hanna's Block - de-nolished September, 1972 F (- 'i~*~ 7 S

Litchfield Count:."

J Cornv/all: C Ornvral? Bridge Railroad Station - neiT ovmer is David V/Hiians
us;e - proposed for residence

•v North Canaan: Union Depot - nevr ovmer is Richard A. Snydor, Inc. of
Lakevillo, Connecticut 

use - proposed small shops>

Middl e s o:c_ C oun ty

^ Chester: Old Torn Hall - no*>v open to public . 

New Haven

^ Southbury: Bullet -"ill School - restored and open to public as
Tercentenary Headquarters

Nevr London County

^ Ledyard: Lester (v.ithan)^ House - now open to public

v' Nevr London: Fort Tncabull: Block House, c. 1775, open to; public occasionall
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