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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of the most attractive railroad stations in Connecticut, the Cornwall
Bridge Station exists in almost complete originality. Its siding is board
and batten, now in need of paint, and its slate roof has a wide overhang
supoorted by the original incised and carved brackets, with an inset of
scroll work, Built in the late 19th century, probably between 1865 and 187p,
the building could most accurately be classified as Stick Style. There are
exposed framing members in the form of brackets at the sides, and also at
the gable ends. There is a wooden finial at each end of the roof and
twin chimneys, each with a double drip course.

Upon examination in January, 1972, it was found that the building was
structurally sound. There is no evidence of sagring or bulging. The

roof shows no sign of leakage. On the interior the remnants of an active
railroad station remain; the ticket wirdows are there along with the
drawers and storase areas for the ticket asent. At the cemter of the
interior, separatine the waiting room from the bagpace room, is an arch
whose spandrels repeat the ornamental foliated scroll work of the brackets
on the exterior. The rest of the interior is nocely finished in varnished
wood including the old benches of the waiting room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cornwall Bridge Railroad Station is located in a small town amd is
an important landmark to the peovnle of the area. A basically attractive
building, it is endangered through neglect. As is the case with many
old transportation facilities, it is being allowed to deteroirate.

The station is now unused—boarded up and abandoned. Passenger service
ceased some itme aro and a freight train passes once a week without
stopping.

Because the station is part of a rapidly vanishing "Americana", as well
as an attractive building, artist Eric Sloane has begun procedure for
acquiring and restoring the station. He would have it moved on the
tracks the four or five miles south to the Sloane-Stanley Museum at
Kent, as a part of the museun complex. Negotiation is underway with
Penn Central and methods of moving the building on a flatcar are being
investigated.
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Hartford County

v Burlington: Rrown Tavern - new owner is Towm of Burlinzton
use -« not yct open to the public
¢
¥ East Cranby: Viets'! Tavern - new ovmer jis Stats of Connecticut Historical
' Covaission
use ~ not rct open to public, to be restored

PR -

_ v New Britain: Hannats Block - denolished September, 1972 ¢ (- - 2 8

Litehfield Couvntyw

v Cornwall: Cornwall Bridre Railroad Station - new owner is David Villiams
use - proposed for residence
Y North Canaan: Unicn Depot -~ new owner is Richard &, Snyder, Inc. of
Lakeville, Connecticut
use - proposed smell shops,

¥iddiese:r Countyr

¥ Chester: 01d Towm Hall ~ now oven to public
Hew Haven Comty

———— ——

v Southbury: 3ullet iill School - restored and open to public as
Tercentenary Headguarters

New Tondon County

Y Ledyard: Lester (ii:than)_¥ouse - now oven to public
v New London: Fort Truubull: Hlock House, c. 1775, open to public occasionally
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