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H storic Nie Aaron Martin House

Wse: Present dwel ing
Oiginal sae
DESCR PTI ON
Dat e early 1890s
Source Atlases; directories
Style Queen Anne
Architect unknown
Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard/shingle

Cut bui | di ngs none

Myor Aterations (Wth dates) none

Condition  good

Mved no Dot e nc

Acreage 7,A91 sg. ft. NT"W-ZQ-

Setting promnently sited onlarge corner
lot just north of Crescent Street
intersection—south of Mody Street
comrercial area

Recorded by Ed Gordon

Organi zation Waltham Historical Conm

Date  August, 1986

revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEIMENT (if applicable) - .

The Aaron Martin House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
manshi p, feeling and association. Built for American Watch Conpany machinist and real es-
tate speculator Aaron Martin, i tis illustrative of the-"Watch's" devel opnent of the South
Side in the second half of the 19th century. |t is also inportant as one of Waltham s nore
full-blown exanples of the Queen Anne style that remains in a well-preserved state. |t
nmeets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECTURL. SAQNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The Aaron Martin House is located on |ower Mbody Street, near itsintersectionwith Crescent
Street. Itis a fine exanple of an early 1890s wood-frame Queen Anne style house with many
exuberant. features. It s basically boxy, tw story, hip roof form is successfully canpiflaged
behind lively projecting forms such as a front porch with punched and cut gingerbread decora-
tion at the base and railings, an oriel over the porch with an elaborate w ndow enfranement,
and no less than three, two-story bays on the front, rear and side elevations. The w ndow
surround exhibits an incized floral motif and dentils, while the bays are paneled and divided
by sawcut shingle aprons. Projecting from the hip roof is an off-center tower with multi-
pane eyebrow wi ndows and a bul bous, bell-shaped roof. Hp roofed double dormers appear at
the main and south facades. This house ranks anmong the better preserved exanples of the
domestic Queen Anne style in Waltham retaining itsdistinctive .form materials and design

el ements. Other houses of similiar quality are form #s 32, 58, 121, 150, 173.

HSTRCL SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

The Aaron Martin House is part of the South Side's small but choice collection of Queen
Anne style houses. |t is one of the few not located on Crescent Street with itsriver
views, and nmore importantly is one of the few not altered with artificial siding. Like
most of itscounterparts, i tws built for a skilled American 'Véltham Watch Conpany em
ployee in the early 1890s. Waltham Watertown directories of this period first list Martin
at this address in 1893; his occupation was machinist. Further research my indicatethat
he was a Watch CGo. departnent foreman. This house's | ot was vacant in 1886 and owned by
the Hall famly of 107 Crescent Street. |t is clearly shown on the 1900 atlas |abeled Aaron
Martin.

I 1 BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Maps/ At | ases~1874, 1881, 1883, 1886, 1890.
Wal t ham Watertown Directories—1890s.
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1970 Atlas, City of Véltham
Conpi | ed by t he Wl t hant
Engi neering Division

Scale: 1inch = 140 feet
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Wl t ham Massachusetts NRA
786 Mbody Street

Aaron Martin House
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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