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1 • Name of Property 
historic name Rosl indale Congregational Church 
other names/site number N/A 

2. Location 
•treat & number 25 Cummins Highway and Summer Avenue N/ L not for publication 
city, town Roslindale N/ L vicinity 
atata Massachusetts coda 027 county Suffolk coda 025 

L 
zlDCOda 02131 

3. CliMlflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 

Hprivate 
publlC'iooai 

• public-State 
O public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I buliding(8) 
diatrict 
site 
I structure 

• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

_L 

_L 

. buildings 

.sites 

.structures 

.objects 
Total 

Name of related multiple property listing; 

m 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register n 

4. State/Federal Agency CartifIcation 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination d ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
in my opiriion, the property ^meets didoes not meet the National Register criteria, See continuation sheet. 3oplrjion, the properly l^meets I 

re of certifying official ^ 
iiifiith R- Mr.nnnnijgh, Executive Di rector . State H is tor ic 

Date 

Preservation Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau Massachusetts H is to r ica l Commission 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property ia: 

pflentered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligibie for the National 
Register, d See continuation sheet, 

undetermined not eligibie for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

^^^^^^^signatureoT the Keeper Date of Action 



Roslindale Congregational Church, Rosl indale, Massachusetts 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Rel ig ion: Religious Structure Rel ig ion: Religious Structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Granite 
Late V ic to r ian : Romanesque ^a„g l̂ lood: Shingle 

roof Asphalt shingles 
other. 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

DESCRIPTION 

The Rosllndale Congregational Church, at 25 Cummins Highway, is a shingle 
s ty le church prominently located i n the Roslindale Vi l lage section of the 
Roslindale neighborhood. The Church faces southeast on Cummins Highway at the 
corner of Sumner Avenue, with a set back of about 15 feet creat ing a small 
neatly landscaped lawn with low hedges that border the public sidewallc. 
Adjacent to the Summer Avenue side of the Church are two parking lo ts — one 
serving the Church and the other serving the adjacent funeral home. 

Rosllndale Vi l lage i s a crossroads community located at the in tersec t ion of 
three ear ly routes: Washington Street , South St reet , and Poplar Street . 
Roslindale Vi l lage has been the i n s t i t u t i o n a l and commercial core of th i s 
neighborhood since the la te 19th century when there was an i n f l ux of churches, 
including the Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church (1887), the Roslindale 
Bapt ist Church (1889) and the Bethany Methodist Church (1874, destroyed by 
f i r e i n the 1940s). Notable l a te 19th century commercial bui ldings i n the 
v i l l age include 49 Poplar Street (1891), 756 South Street (1896), and the 
Masonic Bui ld ing at Belgrade and Birch Streets (1899) (a l l prominently located 
on corner l o t s ) . Today th i s area remains an important i n s t i t u t i o n a l center 
with a commercial s t r i p that experienced a rejuvenation i n the 1980s. 

The Roslindale Congregational Church is an outstanding example of the shingle 
s ty le inf luenced by the Richardsonian Romanesque. I t s design emphasizes 
massing, with de ta i l s of both shingle and Richardsonian s ty les . The Church's 
timber frame rests on a so l i d foundation of rough-cut granite which i s 
o r ig ina l to the s t ruc ture . Round-arched part icos on clustered squat columns 
mark entrances at the nave/tower juncture and on the east side of the church. 
The Church's parsonage i s located at 9 Primrose Street in Roslindale. 

The Church's cross-gable plan i s made asymetrical by the three story square 
tower at the northeast and by a one story semi-c i rcular bay at the southeast. 
The Church i s two and one-half s tor ies high and has a f u l l basement. The 
cross-gable roof has a cupola which s i t s at the in tersect ion of the two roof 
l i n e s . A large chimney r ises from back of the Church, a smaller chimney s i t s 
behind the semi-c i rcular f ron t bay, and the roof of the tower has four 
octagonal t u r r e t s . The or ig ina l s late roof was replaced with asphalt shingles 

[Xi See continuation sheet 
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in the mid-twentieth century. The exterior of the Church has cedar shingles 
that are painted grey. The original shingles, which were stained brown, were 
replaced in 1986. 

The Church's fenestration is dominated by a t r i pa r t i t e scheme. The facade has 
at the one story level a t r i pa r t i t e arched window with a pair of rectangular 
windows on each side. 

On the second story level of the facade is a large, deeply inset arched window 
divided by heavy, shingled mullions and simple frame muntins. This central 
window is set between two vert ical ly narrow arched windows. An arched vent 
with a drop bracket s i ts above the central window. The t r i pa r t i t e window 
scheme is repeated at the cross-gable elevations, where large arched, divided 
windows are flanked by sets of rectangular windows divided into thin vertical 
openings. At the apex of each of the four cross-gable elevations is a louvred 
opening supported by an elongated drop bracket. The rear elevation has a 
central gabled mass which is flanked by lower hipped wings which house off ice 
space. At the rear elevation the Church's northwest of f ice has a bay window 
which replaced a small rectangular window in 1986. 

The square clocktower is divided by an open belvidere on the second story 
level . A large circular clock is located at the th i rd story level on each of 
the tower's four sides. The tower has a turreted pyramidal roof, bracketed 
cornice, and fenestration that repeats the t r i pa r t i t e scheme of the rest of 
the structure. 

Interior 

Contained beyond the small, rectangular vestibule, at the base of the clock 
tower, is the sanctuary; a cross-axial plan creates a specific focus 
reinforced by the orientation of the elliptical pew configuration. This 
expansive volume is defined along its principal axis by the chancel 
distinguished by an arch; opposite this are located folding doors beyond which 
lies the chapel. On the main axis and above the chapel is situated the 
balcony that rises to the base of the grand tri-partite window set within the 
primary gable. Two additional tri-partite windows define at full height the 
volume of the transverse axis. 

Major structural members are expressed internally by exposed wooden beams at 
the celling and at the span of the balcony. The interior elevations are 
typically composed of a wainscotting base and beige plaster walls. All 
interior hardwood surfaces, which include floors, wall panelling, pews, trim, 
and banisters, exist in their original unpainted finishes (some of the wood 
treatments in the basement have been painted). 

(continued) 







8. Statement of Significance 
Roslindale Congregational Church, Roslindale, Massachusetts 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
I I nationally O statewide |X| locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [J3A[II]B[X|CQD '"'' 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | T | A O B C U C Q F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Community Development 

Period of Significance 
1893-1941 

Significant Dates 
1893 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
James Murry 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Roslindale Congregational Church possesses integrity of location, design, , " 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The Church is an , .-̂  
outstanding example of the shingle style influenced by the Richardsonian 
Revival style. The church is a rare example of its type in Boston, and its 
monumental scale and prominent location make i t an essential part of the 
Roslindale Village section of Roslindale. The founding of this congregation 
illustrates the migration of Boston's population to the surrounding suburbs, 
and the exemplifies the success of Congregationalism in and around Boston 
during this.period. The Roslindale Congregational Church meets Criteria A and ' 
C and Exception A of the National Register of Historic Places at the local 
level. 

Historical 

Congregationalism has played an important role in the history of Massachusetts 
since the founding of the First Church in Boston in 1630. As stated in the 
Centeiinial History of Boston, "Congregationalism in Boston...is a record of 
magnificent achievement in civic, educational, and religious lines." Both the 
development of the public school system and the founding of Harvard University 
were products of Congregationalist "thought and purpose." The Centennial 
History also chronicles the important roles that Congregationalists played 
during the American Revolution and throughout the Anti-slavery movement. 

During the period 1880-1930, the Congregational denomination in Boston 
expanded its membership and maintained its prominent role in society. In 1880 
Boston had 27 Congregational churches with 9795 members — by 1930 there were 
34 churches with 18,677 members. The Reverend George A. Gordon, who had a 
long ministry at the Old South Church in Copley Square, did much to liberalize 
the theology of the Congregational denomination during this f i f t y year 
period. Reverend Gordon's assistant pastor at Old South was the founding 
minister of the Roslindale Congregational Church, Reverend Richard B. Grover. 

fxl See continuation sheet 



Roslindale Congregational Church, Roslindale, Massachusetts 
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[xl Sss continuation ahsst 

Primary location of additional data: 
j State hiatoric praaarvatlon offlcs 
pthsr Stats agancy 
Fsdsrai agancy 
1 Local govsrnmsnt 

• Univsraity 

Specify rspoaitory: 

•. ifiS. . v . ..ti'] : 

10. Oeographical Data 
Aorsage of property I es.s than one acre 

UTM Referencea 
A L L J I 3 l 2 i 4 | 5 i 2 i 0 | | 4 i6 |8 i4 |5 i2 |0 

Zone Easting Northing 

c U J L U I I I J . 

B L U I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
The nominated property conforms to the City of Boston Tax Assessor's parcel number 
4229, ward 19. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The present legal boundary conforms to the original/historical boundary of the 
Roslindale Congregational Church. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By Director , Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 
name/title Janies Labeck, Boston Landmarks Commission, with Betsy Fr iedberg. National Register 
organization Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission date June 1991 
street & number. 

80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470 city or town Boston . state MA zip code 02116 

* U.S.QPO: 1B88-0-223-S18 
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Roslindale's development after 1870 can be attributed largely to better 
transportation systems. As early as 1834, a rail line ran through this area, 
although a station was not built until the 1870s. With two rail lines 
providing convenient transportation to Boston, Roslindale began to develop as 
a suburban community with stations at Roslindale, Mt. Hope, and Clarendon 
Hills. The railroads tried to boost its ridership on these lines by promoting 
residential development near these station stops. The Providence Division of 
the Old Colony Railroad, created by an 1888 consolidation of the Old Colony 
and the Boston & Providence, published a directory for those seeking to build 
suburban homes. The 1889 directory outlined the population and cost of 
building lots in the communities of Forest Hills (pop. 1000), Mt. Hope (pop. 
3000), Roslindale (pop. 5000), Highland (pop. 600), and West Roxbury (pop. 
1500). 

More expansive residential growth to the south and west of Boston was spurred 
by the introduction of streetcar lines and other transportation improvements 
beginning in the 1890s. Unlike the railroads, which produced nucleated 
development near station stops, streetcar lines promoted linear growth, with 
development of land along the length of the line rather than focused at 
specific points. The West Roxbury branch trolley operated through Roslindale 
via Belgrade Avenue and Centre Street, with connections to Dedham and Grove 
Streets. 

Trolleys also ran down Grove Street to Germantown in West Roxbury, and a 
cross-town route on Ashland Street (now Cummins Highway), connected Roslindale 
Village to Mattapan. Roslindale Village, which included the local fire 
station and library, became the commercial hub of this area. Roslindale had 
become the "garden suburb" of Boston; i t was promoted as a healthy place in 
which to live, with its "clean air and rolling hills" creating a "salubrious 
climate" for its residents. 

As Boston's population spread to the outlying suburbs, the establishment of 
Congregational churches kept pace. By 1880 new Congregational churches were 
established to the south and west of Boston -- Highland Church (1869), Walnut 
Avenue Church (1870), Church of the Hollanders (1873), and Boylston Church in 
Jamaica Plain (1879). 

The Roslindale Congregational Church was founded on November 10, 1890, with 
sixty-seven charter members. The Reverend Richard B. Grover had commissioned 
a survey from the Massachusetts Home Missionary Committee to determine the 
need for Congregational services in Roslindale. That survey showed that a 
Congregational church could be supported in the growing community of 
Roslindale. Services were held in Association Hall on South Street for 
several months prior to the organization and during the construction of the 
church on Ashland Street. The congregation purchased the building lot from 
Catherine Havey in 1891 and ground was broken by Rev. Grover on August 2, 

(conti nued) 
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Murray's primary works, executed between 1891 and 1942, were multiple family 
dwellings of wood-frame construction located in the c i t y ' s developing 
neighborhoods of Roxbury, Roslindale, and Jamaica Plain. Murry's other 
Roslindale works are f inely detailed, single family. Colonial Revival houses 
(9, 14, 23, & 27 Whitmore, & 57 Weld Hi l l Streets), single and multiple family 
houses that combine Queen Anne, Shingle, and Colonial Revival styles (903 
South & 37 Fairview Streets), and an early twentieth century one-story 
commercial s t r ip (120-120 1/2 Park Street). The Roslindale Congregational 
Church was Murry's earl iest and most elaborate design in Roslindale. 

By 1894, the date of the cornerstone, one room in the front of the church had 
been completed and was used for services. This room is the present chapel and 
s t i l l used for some services. The construction of the church building was 
completed in 1896 at the cost of about $25,000. 

(end) 
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Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul1: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Roslindale Congregational Church, 25 Cummins Highway, Roslindale (Suffolk 
County), Massachusetts 02131. 

There have been no owner objections for the property listed above. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to 
date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ) 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc. James LaBeck, Boston Landmark Commission 
Claude MacGray, Chairman, Church Historical Committee 
Stephen Cole, Chairperson, Board of Trustees, 

Roslindale Congregational Church 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


