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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Palmer House is a 1 1/2 story frame Classic Revival house with three 
"broad and very tall "bays. The foundation consists of brick piers; the first 
story is wood frame with the cornerboards treated to resemble rudimentary 
pilasters. The gable roof has a boxed cornice and returns. The dormers of 
the east (entrance) facade are not original. In each gable end is a single 
six over six double hung sash window. There are also six over six double 
hung sash windows on the first story elevations. Two brick chimneys break 
the ridge of the roof in-line with these first story windows. The interior 
plan is double pile, central hall.

On the entrance facade the central double door with glazed transom has 
unusual frame detailing of stepped lintel and central finial. The wood central 
entrance portico has three small bays, square (in section) posts and balustrade. 
Reflecting the posts on the facade of the house proper are simple pilasters. Both 
posts and pilasters have imposts. The cornice and frieze elements of the portico 
reflect those of the house itself but are abbreviated and probably indicate 
a later construction date for the portico. To the south and west of the 
house are service additions.

On the northwest corner of the Palmer House lot is a one room office now 
used as a shop. Its porches also appear to be of later construction and the 
building appears to have been moved closer to the house to permit road 
widening.^ Otherwise it is essentially in its original location. The office 
is also frame, of one story, and has a pedimented gable on the Jefferson 
Street (east) facade.

•*• "17,*View of Monticello, Florida, 1885".

"Sanborn Maps of Monticello, 1890, 1895, 1903, 1909-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Palmer House is an excellent example of a frame three bay Classic 
Revival house with double pile, central hall plan. This type of simple, 
straight-forward construction was dominant in North Florida throughout the 
19th century.

The basic plan of the house was simply treated. Each of the four first 
floor rooms contains a fireplace, centered in the interior wall and common to 
the adjacent room.

On the exterior the Palmer House is also a stereotype of building style 
and technique of the 19th century. The wood frame house on brick piers might 
have adaptations of fenestration, ceiling and window height and entry details 
which would alter its superficial appearance} however, the essential configuration 
remains. The archetype also had a double pile, central hall plan with 
symmetrical fenestration and chimney placement, some form of classical detailing, 
and a gable roof with light or ventilation access for the second floor 
(either dormers or gable-end windows). The Palmer House conforms in all of 
these elements. While its porch and dormers might represent later alterations, 
similar details existed on the house in the 19th century.!

In addition, a major outbuilding, a doctor 1 s office, survives. However, 
the date of construction of the house and office cannot be documented due to 
undifferentiated Tax Rolls. The property has been owned by the Palmer family 
from its purchase by Thomas M. Palmer for $500 in l8^2,2 until its sale in 
1961.3 The office was used by Dr. J. Dabney Palmer who resided in the house 
from the time of his marriage shortly after the Civil War until his death in 
1909. Both the house and office may have been used by his parents, John M. and 
Margaret Palmer, the father having been the local druggist.

'View of Monticello, Florida, 1885".

2
Jefferson County, Florida, Deed Book F , located in the Jefferson County 

Courthouse, Monticello, Florida, p. lU2.

3 
Jefferson County, Florida, Official Record Book, Vol. I, located in the

Jefferson County Courthouse, Monticello, Florida.

*The first known occupant of the present structure was Dr. J. Dabney Palmer 
Civi ^ ̂ ^ ̂ the h°USe ^ the tlme °f MS marria^ sh°rtly after the
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