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1. Name
higoric LYNN REALTY BUILDING #4

andor common VAVIP BUILDING-(prcfcn-edh
2. Location

dret & rumbe  3-15 Liberty Square N/A hotfor publication

dty, tomn Lynn vicinity of

dae M assachusetts ocode 025 county Essex ocode

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worl< in progress educational A private residence
dte Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A  inprocess yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane  Econom c Devel opnent and I ndustrial Corporation of Lynn

street &nunber 598 Essex Street

aty, ton  Lynn N/A _ vidnity o date M assachusetts 01901
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Registry of Deeds
dreg & numbe 32 Federal Street

city, town Salem stateM assachusetts 01960

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historic Assets
titte of the Commonwealth #435 has this propety been daearmined digible? yes JL_no

date May, 1977 federal . X state county local
depastay far aurvey recrds M assachusetts Historical Commission

dtytowmn v/ashington St., Boston state MA



7. Description Varp Building, 3-15 Liberty Square, Lynn

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated unaltered JL original site N/A
good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Facing Liberty Square, theVanp Building stands at theintersection of
Broad and Union Streets on a | ot bounded by Union Street (north).

Li berty Square (west), Broad Street (south), and Washington Street
(east). Built i nl903-1907, thelarge utilitarian structure i sone of
the fewformer shoe factoriestosurvive amjor fire i ntheFall of

1981. The eight story, freestanding structure i striangular i nplan with
an interior courtyard formed onitsrear elevation. |t i s constructed
of redbrick with buff brick trim Its sinmple design elements consist

of pilasterswhich rise thefull height of thebuilding, dividing it
into paired w ndow bays. Paired wi ndows, which areset i nsegnmental
arched openings, contain replacement sash resulting froma certified
rehabilitation. Thebuildingi sfinished by aslightly projecting cornice.

The northern elevation i ssixteen bays long with each baycontaining a
pair of windows. Wndows and baxs arelocated directly above one
another on each story. The southern elevation i s27 bays |ong and
similar i napBearance t ot henorthern elevation. However, an arched
entrance has been created near the center of theelevation. The western
el evation contains thebuilding's entry. This elevation i sseven bays
long with each bay containing t wow ndows. However, on thebottom
two stories, thenormal pattern i sinterrupted by twoarched entrances.
The eastern elevation i st einside of the "V' shape. |t draws together
the in-sides of thenorthern andsouthern elevations toa flat face,

one W ndow wi de. The building's walls thus form a spectacular courtyard
| eading t oanother entrance tothe building.

The Vanp Building suffered damage t oi t sroof andupper stories, par-

ticularly at thenorthwest corner, during theFall 1981 fire. This
necessitated cleaning of thebU|Id|ng and strengthening of structural
nenbers. |ts appearance hasremined t he sane.

The building stands within theboundaries of t heformer Broad Street
National Register District.
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the area's sinple Romanesque Revival and Panel Brick style factory facades.

This building was originally a factory owned by the Lynn Realty GConpany.
Organi zed i n Septenmber of 1901, The Lynn Realty Gonpany was one of
several real estate trusts formed by Edward E Strout, a local buil der
and real estate speculator, Frederick E Baker, also a speculator, and
varying others. In 1891, the two, together with Stephen F Breed fornmed
the Lynn Real Estate Trust and Inprovenent Conpany which owned severa

| arge factories in the Blake, Alnmont and Mul berry Streets area. Later
in 1910, Strout, Baker and others formed and bought other propertiesin
the shoe manufacturing district, many of which i tstill owns. The Lynn
Realty Trust was organized partly as a cooperative concern which rented
space at cost to tenants, returning surplus rents to tenants after
operating expenses had been net. 1916 the trust owned "eight buildings
in the heart of the manufacturing district".

Between 1900 and 1910 the shoe industry in Lynn experienced itslast
period of growth, a nore rapid expansion than i thad had in the [|860s
and 189C5 causing a shortage of factory space, (illustrative of this

| ocal shoe production increased i n one year from 19,000,000 pairs in
1902 to 21,8000,000 pairs in 1903). |In addition, the growth of other
local industries (especially the manufacture of counters) aggravated
this shortage of space throughout the decade during which the Lynn
Real ty Canany built the largest factories in the city's history. The
conpany's first building was built in 190l at 190 Broad Street followed
by 672 \Washington Street and the southern half of the Vanp Buil ding
(Building ffk) in 1903. This first section of the Vanp Buil di ng extended
only 15" along Union Street and 216" along Broad Street. Prior to

the groundbreaking in Autumm of 1903, al | of the building's |60,000
square feet of floor space was rented. By July of 1905 the buildin?'s
tenants were complaining that they had outgrown their space and could
find no other factories to rent. In 1907 major additions were nade
along Union, Broad and Washington Streets, bringing the buildin? toits
present size and meking i tthe "largest shoe factory in the world"

The building was first called the "Vanp" around 1905, although the
source of the nane i s unclear (perhaps derived from the similarity of
the building'splan to that part of a shoe called the vanp.)

growt h,

Built inwhat was called at the time "the simplest style of mill construc-
tion:, the Vanp Building presents a sharp contrast to neighboring
Romanesque Revival and Panel Brick style factories of the 1890s, both

for 1 tslack of ornamentation and for itsvast size. Along with the

other buildings of the Lynn Realty Conpany i tis one of the last signif-

i cant factory buildings to have been built in the Central Business District.
A certified rehabilitation, following the Secretary of Interior's Standards,
converting the former industrial building to apartments has recentl|y been
conpl et ed.



8. Significance vamp Building, 3-15 Liberty Square, Lynn

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture

1600-1699 _JC_architecture education military social/

1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
_X_1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

invention X _ other (specify)
community development

Specificdates 1903, 1907 Builder/Architect Henry W. Rogers

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Vanp Buil ding possesses integrity of location, design, materials

and wor kmanship as well as historical associations with Lynn's industrial
era. Built i nl903 with a major addition i nl1907, i twas thelargest

shoe factory constructed by theLynn Realty Go. and believed locally

to be thelargest i ntheworld. | t i sone of a handful of extant

downtown buildings representing thecity's major industry? the Vanp
Building meets criteria A and C of theNational Register of Historic Places.

After theopening of theEastern Railroad through Central Square i nl838,
; Lynn's central business district, including theBroad Street Area
outstripped other village centers i nthecity and energed as the Ieadlng
manufacturing and commercial center by the 1850s. The area's position
was strengthened by t he enornous growth of shoe manufacturing during the
Civil Vr and t he 1870s. By t he 1880s, uncontrolled growth of the
central business district had | edtoits dense devel opnment with wood-
frame buildings and relatively fewhbrick blocks, so that when a fire
broke out at thecorner of Blake and Wl low Streets on Novenber 26, |889,
it spread quickly, destroying 338 structures i nan area of 30 acres.
Among t he occupants of thedestroyed buildings were 162 shoenmaki ng and
| eather firms with a total enploynent of nore than 7,000 people.

Wthin the Broad Street Area, thefire destroyed al | buildings and

was halted on t henortheast by thedynamtln%1 of wood-franme buildings on
the site of 168-172 Broad Street esouth, thefire was
stopped by thewaterfront and on the southwest by firefighting equi pment
at theCentral Fire Station (demolished) on Liberty Square.

Plans for therebuilding of thewhole area reportedly began beforethe
ashes had cooled (Lynn City Item and were marked by a strong sense of
community pride, fostered | npart by theltem which illustrated nore than
48 building plans between March, 1890 and October, 1892. Comng at a
time of prosperity for local industry, thefire offered the opportunity
to nmodernize factories and tore-organize land use within thecentral
business district. I ntherebuilding, comercial interests becanme
consolidated around Central Square and Exchange Streets, while two nmanu-
facturing districts emerged, a small area around Al nmont and Mul berry
Streets (altered) and a larger area around Broad Street. For t henpst
part, new buildings were of brick m |l construction and were built free-
standing, surrounded by 20" - 30" wde alleys. Most buildings were

equi pped with metal fire shutters, interior fire walls, fire alarns

and water sprinklers. Local architects, such as Henry Rogers and Weel er
and Northend, were important totherebuilding, designing nearly all of

(continued)
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sbymn j | usmess Magazine. Vol . IIl. N. P not nhp r 1903, p ', mM»
ND. January KDN‘ pp. 139 and 173, Vol . hb 3, July, I905 gp
112- 113 Vol . . No. 4, June 1907, p. 20, VoI ND. July 190

p. 16.
Johnson, Saville. Lynn; Lynn Chanber of Comrmerce, |1916. (pgs. unnunbered)

10. Geographical Data
Aagegge o nomingted propaty 28,162 square feet

Quadrangle name lyan Quadrangle sraig 1:25,000
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Verba boundary description and justification The nominated property includes only the
lot on which the building stands; this lot is identified on Lynn Assessor's
Mg 19 (scale 1" = 80') as Parcels #'s 1, 2, 3. and 4 of Block ~MGON

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state oode county oode
11. Form Prepared By

_ Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Carolyn J. Law,
namefite Planner. Department of Community nevplnpmAnt
oganizdion M assachusetts Historical Commissiondate July. 1982
dregt & numba 29" Washington Street tdegphone (617) 727-8770

dty o tomn Boston dae MA OI90I
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national Atate local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title State Historic Preservation Officer, Mass.Historical Comn.

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered In tne
national Register dae

.eeper of the National Reg

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Lynn Office of Econonnic Developnnent
598 Essex Sueet Lynn MA 01901  (617) 592-2361/ 581-9651 FRobert A Baker Executive Director

January A 1983 . "

M. Candace Jenkins

Registration Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
Commonweal th of Massachusetts
Office of the Secretary of State
294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Candace,

The Lynn Economic Devel opnent Industrial Corporation understands and
supports the Massachusetts Historic Conmmission's overall review of the
Broad St. Historic District's designation in light of last year's

tragic fire. However, since the Vanp Building, 3-15Liberty Square,
Union St. and 601 Washington St. has been totally restored by the
Crowni nshield Corporation toitsrenovated pre-fire condition, we would
like that structure individually considered before any decision t orevoke
the district's designation considered procedurally. The sane hol ds true
for the Daley Drug Building at 672-680 Washi ngton St. which was
mnimally affected by the conflagration andostensibly did not havet o
substantially alter itsexterior.

Since the developer's syndication has already been represented to the
investment community predicated onthe district's historic status, we
strongly believe that the fiscal integrity of their arrangement be

protected as they have dutifully conmplied with all of the Lynn ED1.C"'s
pre-requisites. I nfact, they have pledged an additional $20,000 towards

a capital fund with the city whose proceeds will be deployed t oaesthetically
soften the building entrance fromthe Lynnway (i.e. small plaza).

Finally, the only structure left standing in the district which merits

your attention is 210 Broad St. which is occupied by Chanpion Die and i s
owned by a realty trust. VThile this building presently has industrial
occupants, its early 1900architecture symbolizes the era in whicht he

large, nownon-existent wharf facilities were constructed by Lynn Realty Trust.

| hope youcarefully weigh your determnation as the Lynn ED.I.C has
the greatest respect for historicpreservation of multi-story structures
strategically situated in Lynn's central business district. Thank youfor
allowing us t oexpress our point of view as property owners.

Sincerely,

- -

[ - =/ -
| —
Robert A Baker

Executive Director
RAB/ ds
cc: Joe Saunders
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M. Val erie Tal nage

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer
Acting Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmssion

294 \Mshi ngton Street

Bost on, M\ 02108

Dear M. Tal nage:

Responding to your letter of Decenber 29, 1982, | amwitingi n
support of the delisting of the Broad Street Historic Districtin
Lynn and concurrent individual listings of the Vanp Building at

315 Liberty Square, the Lynn Realty Qonpany Building #2 at

672- 680 Véshi ngton Street and the Tapley Building at 206 Broad Street.

It isunfortunate that the Broad Street Historic District was
virtually dismantled in Lynn's devastating fire of Novenber, 1981.
However, since that time 1 t has becone necessary for the Cityto
reassess priorities in the Downtown/Véterfront and t o define renewed
goals for historic preservation. Listing the three buildings
referenced above to the National Register would be aninstrunental
achli evenent toward assisting the people of Lynn reestablish those
goal s.

As such, the Gty of Lynn and this office extend their full support
and cooperation through the acconplishnent of this inportant natter.
Pease do not hesitatetocontact ne i f | can be of further assistance.

Very sincerely yours.

Edward T. CGal nan
Executive Director



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
liiiiiirai Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretacy”-of-State

February 2A, 1983

Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20243 ,

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed youwill find a petition, iointly sponsored bythe
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion and theCitv of Lvnn, to
renove theBroad Street Historic District from theNational
Regi ster of Historic Places. Listed on Decenber 2, 1980,
this district was substantially destroyed bv a maior fire g
Novenber 28, 1981.

You will also find individual nomination forms for three of
the remaining shoe manufacturing buildings. Constructed be-
tween 1890 and 1907, these three structures represent the
rebuilding of the downtown after another maior fire in 1889,
and a concentration of the shoe industrv. Because of the
effects of this fire, post-1890 construction was invariably
masonrvj creating a divergence from the state-wide norm of
wood-frame shoe manufacturing buildings. (Shoe machinery is
relatively light and does not require mansonry construction
for support). Thus the remaining buildings are significant
on a state level as examples of m.asonrv shoe factories and
on a local level as representatives of Lynn's maior industry

Owners of two of the individually nominated buildings have
comoleted certified rehabilations. Therefore, we urge you
to consider delisting of the district and listing of the
individual buildings concurrently so as to avoid any tax
penal ties.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenkins
Regiscration Direcror

CJ/lk



