
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON. MA 02116 

MAY 1 5 1989 510 
SOUTHBRIDGE MASS 
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Town Southbridp.e 

Address Ifiy rfnl ^rae.i. 

Historic Name "Cliff Cottage" 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5', black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1830-1855 

Source maps 

Style Greek Revival/Gothic Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric stone 

Outbuildings barn fr/[ 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition Good 

Moved W Date y\ld^ 
Acreage 2. 

Setting residential on hil ltop overlooking 

r iver , near but isolated from^a group of-

inid-19th c. buildings to i t s west 

UTM REFERENCE \%(lA^ ^ZC/AGG1? (O^ 

USGS QUADRANGLE ScJUt^U ^^6C\ejMcxj^i<mq 
\\Z .^000 SCALE 

Recorded byE. Woodford, S. Ceccacci 
ed. S. Ceccacci  

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
mission 

Date May 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

" C l i f f Cottage" i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n with the town's 
mid- /9 c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e development and i t s s t y l i s h and 
r a r e Gothic R e v i v a l design. I t meets National R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and 
C at the l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, design, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
boundaries i n d i c a t e d on the attached a s s e s s o r s map a r e those of 
c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comraunity. 
" C l i f f Cottage" i s the most unique 19th-century house i n Southbridge. B u i l t of stone on an 
asymmetrical T-plan, the one-and-a-half story house i s a mixture of Gothic Revival and Greek 
Revival elements. The most d i s t i n c t i v e features of the house are i t s paneled stone walls, 
curved east end, casement windows and the repeated Gothic Revival style scallop-trimmed dormers. 
The roof cornice -and heavy porch elements are Greek Revival i n feeling. 

The picturesque placement of the house on the crest of h i l l overlooking the Quinebaug River, 
the unusual Gothic-influenced design, the casement windows and the use of stone a l l suggest 
a f a m i l a r i t y with the principles of Alexander Jackson Davis and Andrew Jackson Downing. 
Through his books published i n the 1840's and 1850's, Downing popularized the taste i n 
the United States for the Gothic Revival s t y l e and for "picturesque" houses i n "natural" and 
"country" settings. An unusual and rare example of the Gothic Revival styl e i n Southbridge 
as we l l as i n Central Massachusetts, the cottage i s of extremely high q u a l i t y . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
Houses i n t h i s immediate v i c i n i t y were f i r s t shown on the 1855 map of Southbridge. Clustered 
along the north side of M i l l and C l i f f Streets, they were almost a l l owned by members of 
the McKinstry family. The f i r s t McKinstry s e t t l e d i n the mid-1700's on Pleasant Street north 
of here. By the mid-19th century several members of t h i s family were involved i n businesses 
i n Globe Village.- The development of t h i s section, corresponds with the period of develspment 
of High and Sayles Street, and was part of the building boom i n Globe Village which accompanied 
the-prosperity and growth of the Hamilton Woolen M i l l between about 1835 and 1860. While 
the High-Sayles Street area was b u i l t up under the auspices of the Hamilton M i l l , t h i s area 
seems to have been a private e f f o r t by several members of a family. I t i s not clear who 
was the o r i g i n a l occupant of " C l i f f Cottage". I t s owner i n 1855 was F. McKinstry. No 
documentation has been found to indicate whether or not he was the o r i g i n a l owner or whether 
he ever actually l i v e d there. During the 1870's i t was the home of Judson Mclntire, a 
carpenter. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
maps, atlases, directories 
Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Leaflets, Vol. I , #4, pp. 52-53 
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NPS Fonn IMOO* V • ' ! , - OAtB Appmnl No. 102*001$ 
(tot) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Parl< Service 

National Register of IHistoric Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Southbridge MRA 
State Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review ,' : Date/Signature 

11. Building at 38—42 Worcester Street A^epex X7AA^^'"^^-^-7'^*^<<^ (P/-^A^ 

Entered in the \} 
national fiegister Attest 

12. Building at 52 Main Street ^ t^epex , xAl^t^--^---9^y^':i<-^-^ 
tilt-red ID tHa ^ ' ^ ^ 
t iatioual aegiStflK Attes t 

13. Central M i l l s His to r i c D i s t r i c t 
£iuv,re(l la the ^ * ^ 

., national Begletet Attest 

1^- Chamberlain—Bordeau House ^ i'E:ie^er x//^^^-^^^'^ ' <^A>'/*7^ 
Entered in the '— ^ 
Matiojual Beglster Attest 

15. Chapin Block S ^ ^ I I ^ ' L i ^ ^ t ^ r ^ P ^ ^ ^ ^ K ^ ^ c - ^ - — " ^ ^ " ^ ^ 

Attest 

16. Cheney, Alpha M. House ^^m^iea lu uic 6-Keeper ^yy^^-^^r-^^-^.^^-^^x^ ^ ^A^M 
iiatioital Beglster ^ 

. At tes t 

17. Cheney, J.M. , Rental Hoiigft^^^a LU ta« h^^V^^ Cy/A^^^'^'^'^-^y^y^ 6/^ ^A^^ 
jiatloaai Beglster 

Attes t 

18- Clarke—Glover Farmhouse • : - h:eepex c^:^^^^^^-'^-^^---^-^^^ (^Jx^A^^ 
iiaterea In t/Xie 
national Beglster /^"est _ ^ _ 

19. Cliff Cottage Entered in the 
National Register 

V • Attest 

20. Cole, E., Merritt, House. 

Natioaai Se^istar Attest 



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY C l i f f Cottage 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Southbridge MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/15/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/31/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/16/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/29/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000570 

NOMINATOR: STATE V 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
y y A J c Entered In the 

^ ACCEPT RETURN REJECT '^/P- 'V <f Z DATE g^^iulifci Hegister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION , 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary ju s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294 
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