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Date 1830-1856
Source maps

Style Geek Revival/Gothic Revival

Architect unknown
Skech Mgz Drav mgp homing property's location
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Setting residential on hilltop overlooking
river, near but isolated from”™a group of-

inid-19th c¢. buildings to its west
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

"Cliff Cottage" i ssignificant for i tsassociation with the town's

m d- /9 century real estate development and it sstylish and
rare Gothic Revival design. It mets National Register criteria A and
C at the local level and retains integrity of setting, location,
materials, workmanship, design, feeling, and association. The
boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of
current ownership.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the comraunity.

"Cliff Cottage" i sthenpst unique 19th-centuryhouse i n Southbridge. Built of stone on an
asymmetrical T-plan, the one-and-a-half story house i sa m xture of Gothic Revival and G eek
Revival elements. The nost distinctive features of the house areits paneled stone walls,
curved east end, casement windows and the repeated Gothic Revival style scallop-trimmed dormers.
The roof cornice -and heavy porch elements are Greek Revival i n feeling.

The picturesqueplacement of the house on the crest of hill overlooking the Quinebaug River,
the unusual Gothic-influenced design, the casenent windows and t he use of stone all suggest
a familarity with theprinciples of Alexander Jackson Davis and Andrew Jackson Downi ng.
Through hi s books published i nthe 1840's and 1850's, Downing popularized the tastein

the United States for the Gothic Revival style and for "picturesque" houses i n"natural" and
"country" settings. An unusual and rare exanple of the Gothic Revival style i nSouthbridge
as well as i nCentral Massachusetts, the cottagei s of extremely high quality.

HSIORCL. SGNHCOANE Explaintherole omers played inlocal or state history and hovthe
bui lding relates to the devel ogpnent of the conmunity.

Houses i nthis imediate vicinity were first shown on the 1855 map of Southbridge. Clustered
along thenorth side of Mill and Cliff Streets, they were almst all owied by nenbers of

the McKinstry famly. The first McKinstry settled i nthemd-1700's on Pl easant Street north
of here. By themd-19th century several menbers of this famly were involved i nbusinesses
in Gobe Village.- The devel opment of this section, corresponds with the period of devel spment
of High and Sayles Street, and was part of thebuilding boomi ndobe Village which acconpani ed
the-prosperity and growth of the Ham Iton Wolen M|l between about 1835 and 1860. \While

the High-Sayles Street area was built up under the auspices of theHam lton Mill, this area
seens to have been a private effort by several menbers of a famly. | tisnot clear who
was theoriginal occupant of "Cliff Cottage". |tsowier i n 1855 was F. MKinstry. N

document ati on has been found to indicate whether or not he was the original owner or whether
he ever actually lived there. During the 1870's it was the home of Judson McIntire, a
carpenter.
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