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Warren's Mill is located at the head of Betts Pond about a mile north of Millsboro
on State Road 326. The structure is particularly noteworthy because of its gambrel roof,
an unusual feature for a mill in Sussex County.

" Warren's Mill is a large, rectangular, frame structure. It has two full stories and
a basement. The building is set on a poured concrete foundation and the spillway is poured
concrete. From the basement level, access can be gained into the spillway. The heavy
summer beams which transverse the mill and the spillway are supported by rough wooden
posts. All evidence of the milling operation has been removed from this level. Only one
piece of equipment, part of a turbine, remains evident in the spillway. A stair is found
along the south end of the building, leading up to each level. It is a roughly built stair,
and is open except for a door at the first floor level.

The first and second floors are each one room. Some machinery remains at the rear of the
first floor, work benches in the front. In the center of the building is the grain chute
which runs from the second floor to the basement. The flooring here and on the second

floor is wide planks. The second floor provides the most interesting interior architectural
features. Because there is no attic level, all of the rafters are visible. The gambrel
roof is framed by notching out the lower rafter to receive the upper one. Bracing is
provided by a board nailed across the joint. The rafters are nailed to a narrow board at
the peak. The presence of a ridgepole is uncommon for construction in this area.

. The exterior of the mill reflects its use as a mill. There are two large vertical
board doors on the facade of the clapboard-sheathed building, and one on the end. 1In
the rear, a double door on the upper level provided access for the grain. Beneath this.
is the entrance to the basement level through an enclosed cellarway. There are many
windows to provide light for the milling operation. They have six-over-six, double-hung
sash and are spaced irreqularly on the front and rear walls. On each end wall are four
such windows, above which are two windows with six-pane stationary sash. The latter are
repeated in the shed-roofed dormers which pierce the steep gambrel roof. The roof is now
sheathed in composition shingle; however, in the interior, the original wood shingles are
visible between the exposed rafters. None of the interior walls of the building are
enclosed and all of the exterior trim is quite simple. Simple boards frame the windows
and doors and the eaves are exposed. It is a very functional building.

To the rear and side of the mill are two outbuildings. At its south end is a shed
which served an unknown purpose in the milling operation. It is also frame, with clapboard
siding and a shingled gable roof. Because the facade is stepped back, the gable roof
takes an unusual shape. To the rear of the mill, and set perpendicular to it, is a stable.
This appears as a smaller version of the mill because of its gambrel roof. This is also a
frame building with vertical board siding on the lower part and clapboard on the upper part.
The building is divided into two large stalls with a level above for the storage of hay.

The doorways into each stall have cuts into each side of the frame where wooden bars could
be placed.

Warren's Mill is located immediately adjacent to the roadway which crosses the dam for
Betts Pond. To its north and east is wooded open space. To the south is cultivated land
and the road to Millsboro. To the west, across the roadway, is Betts Pond. The nominated
area encompasses a rectangle of land which uses extensions of the northwest and southwest

sides of the mill as two of its sides.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Warren's Mill rests primarily in its architectural form. It is the
only known example of a gambrel-roofed mill in lower Delaware. Historically, records
indicate that this was one of the earliest mill seats in the Millsboro area.

There is some evidence to indicate that there was a mill seat on Betts Pond as early
as 1789. Proof that the pond was dammed by 1822 is found in the Sussex County Road Books
for that period in which a plot for a proposed road shows a sketch of a sawmill and
references to Captain Benjamin Burton's Upper Mills. Beer's Atlas of 1868 reveals that
both a grist mill and a sawmill were drawing power from the millpond. The mill seat
continued in use for both purposes throughout the nineteenth century. Today there are
still two runs which flow from the head of Betts Pond. No evidence can be found of the
mill which stood on the northern run. The southern run empties into the concrete spillway
of Warren's Mill.

The present gambrel-roofed structure was built in 1910-18 after a fire destroyed the
nineteenth~century mill on its site. It is not known whether the owner, John E. Betts,
rebuilt his mill to echo the lines of the earlier structure. However, even in his time,
the design was uncommon for use on this type of building. A similar roof form is found
on several extant Sussex County barns but there are no other known examples on mills.

In Kent County, there are several extant examples as miller's houses, but no known
jexamples as mills. Betts used the gambrel roof not only on the mill, but also on a
small stable which he built to the rear.

Warren's Mill takes it name from its last owner, Wilford B. Warren, who operated it

antil the World Wat#?gr era. Since that time it has remained vacant. Inside the mill is

ome of the equipment which was used when it was in operation. Though much of it has

een removed and the remainder displaced, the basic pattern of the milling operation which
s carried on here can still be discerned. .
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated area is encompassed within a 100'x200' rectangle which uses extensions
of the northwest and southwest sides of the mill as two of its sides. A 100' line
parallel with the front of the mill and along State Road 326 forms the southwest
boundary of the nominated area. The northwest boundary runs parallel with the
northwest side of the mill, about five feet from it. The other two sides of the

rectangle can be plotted from the above lines. The nominated area includes the mill,
a stable, and a shed. -
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