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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The complex is located to the northeast of the Cedron Community and
consists of a small dam and two buildings located on opposite sides of
Lost Creek.

The gristmill, located on the eastern side of the creek, is a two
story structure, rectangular in shape and measuring 28' x 30. The
exterior walls are board and batten and the structure rests on large
piers of stone quarried from the creek bed. The second floor projects
several inches and the gabled roof is covered with tin and topped with
a small wooden cupola. A four foot wide ramp leads to the first floor
entryway.

Interior divisions consisted of one room per floor; however, the
second floor has been recently divided into several rooms. The milling
apparatus, a De Loach product, is located on the first floor and is
largely intact, as is the turbine.

The dam is constructed of native sandstone taken from the bed of the
creek and is approximately 20 feet high, thirty feet long and four to
six feet thick.

The sawmill is board and batten, and consists of a two story section
with a long one story wing. Both sections are supported by stone piers
and have tin gabled roofs with small cupolas. The one story wing housed
the sawmill while the two story portion housed a cotton gin and corn
feed crusher. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Boshell's Mill is a small scale rural milling complex which dates from
the late 19th century and consists of a sawmill, a gristmill and a mill
dam., It is the only known saw and grist mill combination in northern
Alabama. '

The original sawmill was brought to the present site in 1885 by W. R.
Boshell and was operated by steam until 1901 when it was converted into a
water driven mill. During the early years the mill was used primarily for
cutting railroad trestles for the Frisco Railroad, then being constructed.

During the 1890's the mill burned but was immediately rebuilt and at
that time a cotton gin was added to the complex but its use was discontinued
after the production of the first bale because of insufficient power.

In 1903 a grist mill was added to provide work for the sawmill workers
during the slack periods of business. The first miller, George W. Boshell,
a son of W. R. Boshell, operated the mill until his death in 1938. Work
continued under the direction of Cecil K. Boshell. The mill closed in
1963 upon the retirement of the last miller, R. C. Jones.

The sawmill was operated by descendants of W. R. Boshell until 1961
when it ceased operating.

Both structures have been vacant since the 1960's and although
structurally sound, are in a state of disrepair. There is considerable
local interest in the restoration of the mills.
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