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Early settlers were drawn to Rehoboth Village by the power source provided by a con-
siderable drop inthe Palmer River. At this fall line, a nunber of diverse milling
enterprises operated for approximately tw hundred years from 1700 t o 1900. Sanuel
Bliss set up the Bliss gristmi |l near the site of "Shady Bend" (#204) prior to 1702/1703
when this part of town was formally divided. Themill was in operationuntil 1881.

There was al so a sawm || across the river throughout the 1700s. Bay State Roadat

the Village andLocust Street were laid out andaccepted by the proprietors of Rehoboth
in 1723.

During the Revolution, the gristmill andone-third of the sawm || were owned by El eazer
Bliss, grandson of th'e founder. Near the endof the Revolution, Thomas Carpenter |||
(associated with #152) bought both mills anda nearby blacksm th shop. 1In the early
1800s, he andhis son erected the first cotton mill inthe Village near these earlier
mlls. During the 18th century, the Bliss fam |y also operated a slaughterhouse

and tannery on Locust Street (south of district) anda coopershop stood near the
comer of Locust Street andBay State Road. There were also several manufacturing
concerns located east of the Village Area Ainto the 19th century.

The onehundred years fromca.l 750 t oca.l850 were the nost active i n growthand
industry for the Village andthe town of Rehoboth. Thefirst post office inthe
town of Rehoboth was officially opened in the Village when Jonathan Weaton of Locust
Street (#154) was appointed postmaster in 1828. |t alternated between this andthree
other buildings, twoof which remiined (#201, #204) until 1909. Thepresent office
bui l dings hasbeen in usesince that time. Theneed for alocus of exchange, especially
for items brought into Rehoboth from el sewhere, was fulfilled by a series of general
stores operatinginthe Village fromthe early 18th to md 20th century. Three

buil dings once used as stores still stand (#154, #201, #204). Town meetings were

held at several sites in andaround the Village, including Goff Menorial Hall, up

until 1952

In 1833, large-scalecomercial milling was Introduced into the Village when two
brothers, Darius and Nelson Goff, purchased andconsolidated two existing mlls.
The produced cotton batting using anexperimental process which they were ablet o
patent in 1846. Local residents andexperienced agents from outsi de Rehoboth were
enployed. A mjor fire at the mll, andDarius' ambitions, eventually led to the
sale of the company to E A Brown in 1846. The business had uneven success and

was dissolvedin 1868, and, the buildings were torn down in 1898 to nake roomf or
an electric trolley line. After the sale, Darius Goff soon noved to Pawtucket where
he continued to experiment in several areas of textile-related busenesses.

By 1891, the year of his death, he was recognized nationally as an Innovator and
pioneer inthe textile industry andequated t oSamuel Slater. This branch of the
Goff famly hasplayed a particularly active role inthe developnent of Rehoboth
Village andthe entire town. They had owned | and here since 1714 and operated

an inn at the old homestead. |t was demolished in 1885 when the |and where | t stood
was donated t o the newy formed Rehoboth Antiquarian Society for constructionof
the first CGoff Menorial Hall. George Nelson Goff, sone of Nelson Goff, served as

(Continued)
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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state senator from the area. Both father and son lived inthe Village in the house
i medi ately each of Goff Menorial Hall (#156).

Commercial activities, however, have not been solely Industrial in Rehoboth Village.
Agriculture, while less well documented, has always been an important and enduring
econonm ¢ base for the town and played a part In the history of the Village as well.
In the past, small and |arge farms surrounded the Village. Construction of a new
Congregational Church (#2) in 1839 on the site of a farmyard caused a group of
opposing parishoners to |eave the church.

By the end of the 19th century, only one mgjor farmwas present In the Inmediate
vicinity. This was a dairy and produce farm owned and operated by the Horton famly

up to 1965 (#153). Their vegetables and mi |k went to markets in the surrounding

cities and towns of Rnhode Island and Massachusetts. Beginning in the early 20th
century, the m |k went to Broadway Dairy in East Providence, Rhode I|sland. At one
time, M. W C Viall of that dairy came daily to the Village with a four-horse team
to meet the farmers and collect mlk. Menbers of the Horton famly also ran a general
store (#201) for about fifty years. The electric trolley which ran through the Village
around the turn of the century unloaded fertilizer and other farm supplies here.

As a place where people and goods were gathered together, the Village served an inmportant .
function i nmaintaining economc personal exchange networks for the agrarianpopulation
of Rehobot h.

Recognition of and concern for the town's history inspired the formati on of the Rehoboth
Antiquarian Society. The idea was spawned and brought to fruition in Rehoboth Village.
Under the sponsorship of Reverend George Tilton, pastor of the Village Congregational
Church, artifacts were collected from townspeople for display; and, money collected

to finance a building. Goff Memorial Hall, constructed in 1886 on |and given by

the Goff family, housed this diverse collection. The Honorable Thormas W Bicknell,

a promnent Rhode Island author and educator, who taught school in Rehoboth Village
from 1853 to 1857, provided volumes to create a town library, Blanding Library, in
honor of his wife's famly, one of the oldest In Rehoboth. The present structure,
completed and dedicated in 1915 to replace the original one which was destroyed by
fire, has been the Congregational Church Parish House since 1951. The library is

still housed there, but the constantly growing Antiquarian Society collections have
been recently relocated in the new Carpenter Miseumon Locust Street (not included

in district).

The route of an electric railway line between Providence and Taunton was laid through
the Village in 1898. Initially, the tracks were to run parallel to the Providence

and Taunton Turnpike (Route 44) across Rehoboth. However, considerable pressure

from townspeople, including the influential Senator George N Goff, eventually resulted
in a loop southward into Rehoboth Village. An electric power generator costing $100, 000
and a car barn (not included) were constructed behind Goff Hall. The line provided

a nmeans of transport for people and goods until 1927, when, due to financial failure,

it was di smantled.

(Continued)
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Rehoboth Village is located in the geographic center of the town of Rehoboth. | t
consists of a loose cluster of visually andhistorically related mi d18th t o 20th
century structures on Bay State Road and Locust Street. The initial inpetus for
settlement here about 1700was a fall line inthe Palmer River. Amill pond andsone
structural remains still exist as testimony t otwohundred years of industry here.
The sense of time and place preserved in the Village is enhanced by winding roads,
lack of sidewal ks, mature- plantings and surrounding open fields and woodl and.

Architectural style inthe village isvaried, butitsqualities of visual spacing
and interconnected history conbine t oproduce a unified and harmonious record of an
i mportant aspect of Rehoboth's devel opment as a comunity and a town. The only
bui l ding which cansecurely be dated t othe 18th century is #154. 't is a "Three-
quarter" house, built originally with a large hall on the second story accessible
only from a separate entrance. Other contenporary or earlier buildingswere either
burned or denmolished prior t 01900. Two residences, with the nmost sophisticated
architectural detail 1 nthe Village, were constructed around 1800 or slightly |later
(#153, #156), both transitional Federal-Greek Revival in style. The Darius Goff
House (#156), a hip roof Federal period house remodelled ca. 1850, contains the mnost
fully devel oped expression off the Geek Revival style in Rehoboth - a heavy trabeated
entrance surround with twocolums set in antes.

The mid 19th century is represented by the small vernacular structure known as "Shady
Bend" (#204) and four other buildings. These arethe Geek Revival Congregational
Church (#2) and three small dwellings across Locust Street (#196, #205, #206). The
Interior of twoof these (#205, #206) has been changed. The exterior of oneis also
altered, while the other was recently encased i n alumnumsiding. Nevertheless, their
basic outlinesandrole inthe overall visual inpact of the village remin strong.
Bridging the late 19th t oearly 20th century are five buildingsal I strikingly different.
Three residences stand adjacent t oone another on the north side of Bay State Road
west of the Palmer River. These are: avernacular late 19th century building with
gable endt othe street, built originally as a store (#201); a late G eek Revival
house wi th gable flank t othe street, Italianate details anda side el | (#202); and

a large blocky Queen Anne "colonial" style house (#203). Goff Memorial Hall (#1)

of 1915, designed by the Providence, Rnhode Island architectural form of WlliamR

Wal ker and Son, is a brick Tudor Revival structure; Rehoboth's nmost inposing
institutional building, and one of a handful of professionallydesigned buildings. I t
replaced an earlier frame Queen Anne structure (erected 1885 destroyed by lightning
1911) of similar function.

The remaining building from this period is the post office (#216). Although it has
no outstanding architectural characteristics, i tmerits inclusion for itshistoric
value in the town anditsvisual role in Rehoboth Village.

Rehoboth Village has changed little since the 19th century. The group of buildings
whi ch are today grouped on the banks of the Palnmer River represents the kernel of the
town of Rehoboth. The spatial arrangement of these structuresreflects historic
continuum and presents a comunity image not found el sewhere in Rehoboth.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Settlement andcommunity growth i nthetown of Rehoboth has al ways been dispersed.

It anysingle locus i ntown can be assigned thetitle of "center,” theVillage
deserves that claim although today, it sappearance mght indicate otherwise.

The pattern of history into many New England rural areas, which sawconsiderably
nore activity i nthel8th and19th centuries than t he20th century, i sfully apparent
here.

Forming, as a group, a distinguishedhistorical andvisual entity which posseses
strong associations with thecommunity devel opment of Rehoboth through past residents
and events, Rehoboth Village neets criteria A, BandCof t heNational Register

of Historic Places as a district.

Boundary Justification

Rehoboth Village Historic District consists of 13 major structures andenconpasses
approximately 12 acres. Boundaries generally follow | ot lines and were delineatedso
as toinclude propertiesfromthel8ththrough early 20th centuries which establish

a strong sense of time andplace for thevillage. This includes sone fieldand

woodl and, important contributing |andscape elements for thedistrict's abilityto
convey these characteristics.

UG

19/ 313030/ 4634450
19/ 313030/ 4634360
19/ 313040/ 4634310
19/ 313010/ 4634230
19/ 312870/ 4634300
19/ 313000/ 4634420

mm g ® >
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