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ARCH TECTURN. S QN H CANCE of  area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The Downtown Fall River Historic District is a conpact urban commercial area

extending five blocks along Main Street north of City Hall. Architecturally, it

is important as the location of Fall River's most distinctive civic institutions,

banks and business offices, including such |andmarks as the Bank Street Arnory,

Fall River Public Library, and US Custons House and Post Office. The 28 buildings
are low i nscale, ranging fromone to five stories and exhibit a range of masonry 'V
comrercial styles dating predomnantly from 1885 to 1930,, .-
The devel opment of the district was shaped i n |arge measure by two disastrous fires
which ravaged nuch of the downtown in 1843 and again in 1928. The earliest buildings
still standing were erected after the fire of 1843, which consuned 20 acres between
Borden and FranklinStreets and |eveledthe core of the prospering mill town.  Any
first-period structureswhich mght have remained inthis early settlement area

were destroyed, as well as the mostly frame commercial buildingserected during the
town's first .two decades of industrialization. The burnt district was quickly (Continued)

HSTORCAL SGNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it,
and how it affected community; be specific). .

As the center of the early settlement area and traditional location of major banks, 7
hotels and government buildings, the Downtown Fall River Historic District played *
a significant role inthe evolutionof Fall River fromrural village to textile city.
Located here were those early and influential financial institutions which provided
the capital support systemfor the developing textile industry. The overwhelm ng
success of that industry isreflected inthe monumental late 19th century public
bui l dings which remain fromthe city's heyday as the textile capital of the nation.
Two nearly simultaneous 20th century disasters reshaped the downtown: the fire of
1928, which destroyed rmuch of the physical heritage of the 19th century city, and

the economic collapse of the textile industry inthe late 1920's, which destroyed

its econom ¢ base. Today, the district remains the principal center of commrerce

and banking ina city struggling toward revitalization.

At the beginning of the 19th century, the area which is now downtown was sparsely
settled conpared to surrounding villages because of it stopographical disadvantages,
particularly the steep grade to the waterfront, unprotected harbor and granite |edges
which limited agricultural use,. Until the start of industrial devel opment about
1812, the town was |ittle nore than a cluster of perhaps 20 buildings centered at
the junction of Main and Bedford Streets, with other houses scattered along Min
street. The steep slope and Quequechan River waterfalls provided an ideal site
for water-powered mills, however, and, with the erectionof the Troy M Il and
Fall River Manufactory in 1813, the cotton-spinningera began in earnesto Population
increased steadily after 1820 and the Bedford/ Main area was built up with handsome
| ate Federal houses. The town hall noved to Market Square (now Governnent Center)
from steep Brook in 1836; and in 1846 and 1847, the building of the railroad (Continued)
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rebuilt with more substantial brick and stone commercial blocks, of which theonly
remaining exanple i stheM, Hope Block of 1845 (91-105 No. Main), a simple, hipped
roof Greek Revival brick hotel which once extended theentire length of t he block.

The post-Civil \War period was one of extraordinarily rapid industrial growth in Fall River
and by t he 1880's Fall River anditsrival. New Bedford, were theleading textile-
producing centers i ntheUnited States. Because t hebanks helped finance themills Y
and shared i nt hegeneral prosperity, i ti snotsurprisingthat many of thenost sig-
nificant late 19th century downtown buildings were built for these financial institutions.
The nost important survivingpost-Civil Var building, andthedistrict's only remining
Italianate commercial exanple, i stheO dRed Bank or Fall River Savings Bank of 1869
(141 No. Main) designed by t hebest-known Boston commercial architect of t heperiod,

Nat haniel J. Bradlee. Thecrisp, bold detailing of thesecond floor, executedi n

painted stone against thepressed redbrick wall surface, stands out despite unfortunate

alterations at ground level.

In 1887the B.M C. Durfee Trust Co. erecteda substantial 3-storybrick and brownstone
conmerci al block to houseitsoffices, andin 1890 therival Fall River National Bank '
erecteditsinposing4-storybrick andbrownstone headquarters onthe next corner. The
| atter, desi gnedby Wn R WAl ker & Sons of Providence, isnost notableforits terra
cotta bandi ng, corner bow and copper bal ustrade. As theonly two Victorian comrerci al
bl ocks t o survivethe 1928fire, thesebuildingsareinportant rem ndersof thecity's
heyday. Alsoremainingfromthis periodis the 1884 Masonic Terrpl e (31 37 Franklin),

not abl e f or it s panel brick detailing. , \ -i

[rAANE ] fAAFATS o~ ™M century, | na clear expression of civic pride and enthusiasm
the Cxty of Fall River erected twononunmental granite institutional buildings: theBank
street Armory (1895-97) (72Bank Street) andtheFall River Public Library (1896-98)

(94 NO Main). The arnory, constructed of rock-faced granite i nt he Romanesque Revival
style stands like a medieval fortress protectingthecity, while thelibrary, withits
snooth granite facade and qui et Renai ssance Revival detailing, represents a conmmtnent

S fANCEANPANANE A of learning and enlightenment. The competition for the design
of thelibrary was won by t henationall i; recognized architectural firrrt headed by Ral ﬁh
Adans O am O i shest renenbered for his ecclesiastical comm ssions andwork | nt

Gothic Revival styleo

The downtown district contains representative exanples of early 20th century architecture
all generally embellished with sone type of classical ornament. The tan brLk d obe
Building of 1906 (39-45 No. Main) i senriched by details such as banded rustication,

No?f . pilasters, splayed keystone lintels anda full cornice. The smalL stone

1911 Fall River Gas Go (155No. Main) has perhaps t hebest-articulated and best-preserved
classical revival facade andforms aninteresting contrast tothesmall cast stone Union
Savings Bank (20 So, Main) of a decade later, in which elements such as thepilasters
entabl ature and cornice have becone noticeably simpler and flatter

TIAMAATA devastatlng |re |n| t shi try, as a bl aze ich
to theMin Stre area as

Ttaim
ar north as

.started m tlheabandoned Pocasset Mill spread In

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm (Continued)
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Bank Street anddestroyed sone $4 million dollars inproperty. Because the late 1920's
was a period of econonmic decline, the rebuilding was acconplished on a nodest scale

and without urtdue expense. Two of the post-fire buildings are good exanples of the.
newly emerging Art Deco style: the First Federal Building of 1928 (1 No. Main) and

the nearby Fall River Cooperative Bank of 1929 (26-30 Bedford St.). Both displayt he
characteristic flat wall surfaces and| owrelief ornamentation. Opposite First Federal
at 6-10 So. Main, the Citizens Savings Bank of 1928 adapts Ronanesque forns t oenrich
the flat wall surface favored during this period. Together these three buildings, which
are all of Iight-colore® imeston®or cast stone, forma visually unified ensenble

whi ch anchors the southernedge®™Q the district. A nore exuberant post-fire commercial
building, the 1928 Burke Building at 7-17 North Main, i sthe city's finest exanpleof

the use of architectural terra cotta. The w de-arched storefronts, polychrome floral
spandrels and imaginative free classical detailing greatly enliven the streetscape.

The last major building to beerected i nthe downtown district was the 1931 US Custons
House and Post Office (9Third St.). A High Victorian Gothic post office onthe same
site survived the 1928fire but not the efforts of politicians t osecure a newer and
nore nodern version as part of the rebuilding program Theresulting |ate Renaissance
Revival institution by US Treasury supervising architect, Wlliam Wtnore, i s con-
servative instyle, although the flatness of the ornament and Egyptian palm leaf capitals
suggest sone Art Deco influence. Because of its size, dignified presence, andgranit® ~
bl ock construction, the Custons House and Post Office i s a landmrk of the downtown

district.

AA

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm
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72 Bank Street Armory (1895-7) Acity landmark visible®romvAmany downtown approaches,,
this Romanesque Revival structure of rock-faced” granite ashlar i s monunmental in
scale and has a medieval, fortress-like appearaWe enhanced by the useof projecting

corner pavillions, a crenelated parapet, andsmall round-arched w ndows. The arnory
is symmetrical inplan andextends the full length of the block between Bank and
Elm Streets. |t was designed by the Boston firm of Wait andCutter in association

with the prominent local architect, Louis Destrenps, whose work includes Notre Dane
church. Thebuilding contains quarters for six companies anda 150° X 75 drill
hall.

BEOFQORD STREET '
16- Coughlin Building (1929) Athree-story, 2-bay pier andspandrel brick comrercial
18 building with a shaped parapet inthe Art-Deco manner. MNowpart of First Federal
Savings, the building was built as the Coughlin Building, with aflorist shopon
the first floor. Thebuilding was designed by prom nent local architect Louis
Destrenps.

22 R A Wlcox Conpany? (198} JLliis IrStory comercial building was "nodern" by 1950
standards andfeatures a(polishe stonevfacade with the original storefront and

signage® | t has been occupied si*ceits construction by the R A Wlcox Co.
Stationery Store, which was establishedin 1874. Although not fifty years ol d,
the R A WIlcox Gonpany Building contributes t othe comercial character of the
district.

26- Fall River Cooperative Bank (1929) The ("l inestone facade of this 2-story comercial

30 building isafine example of the Art-D#cO-s”yTe7 with the characteristic flatness
and low relief ornamentation. Flutedpilasters are used between the three 2-story
metal w ndow units, which have wi de pressed metal spandrels. 'Thebuilding is
virtually intact including the pedimented center entrance. | twas designed by
the firm of Darling andParlin for the Fall River Cooperative Bank, which was
organized in 1888 andhadi t soffices i nthe Massasoit Bank building at 29 Bedford
Street until the fire of 1928.

"33 One-story 1950 comercial building with( facade along Bedford Street and
brick facing City Hall.

FRANKLI N STREET ' "o .
! .. . ! [ ] OI ly .
21- (1908) 2-story yellow Rorman brick early 20th century comercial building, at rear
23 of M. Hope Block, originally built as storage.

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm
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31-
37

25-
35

Police Athletic League (former Masonic Hall) (1884) This 4-story pressed red brick
commercial building is notable for its "panel brick" detailing, particularly the
corbelling, sawooth<patj:ef-ns"~*id inset crosses at the cornice line. The segmental
arched wi ndows have iiicised st?ne tympanims andslightly projecting brick hood
lintels. Thebuilding was erected for useas a Music Hall with roons for social
gatherings andlectures andwas |ater used as a Masonic Hall.

NORTH VAl N STREET

First Federal Building (1928) he of several well-detailed Art-Deco buildings f-
erected after the 1928fire, the First Federal hasthe flat facade, low relief
pilasters, and*J”essed terra cotta ornament characteristic of the style. The
3-story cast dton&) building was designed by Edward M Corbett with associate
architects nViclydis and French. The first floor has been nodernized. Originally
known as the Maconber andthe Clark Buildings, the building has housed the First
Federal Savings and Loan Association since the md-1950's. The bank was incor-

porated in the late 1940's. A~ -

Burke Building (1928) Onhe of the npbst decorative buildings t obe erected after
the 1928fire, the 3-story white terra cotta Burke Building is also inmportant
as the city's best exanple of terra cotta comrercial architecture. Remarkably,
the first floor series of three wide arched storefronts and an offset right
entrance accented by a free-classical broken scroll pedinment, has renmained
largely intact. Polychrome floral spandrels separate levels 2 and 3, and the
building termnates with a bracketed cornice andparapet with urn finiais. The
buil ding was designed by local architect andengineer David Shapiro for Thomas
F. Burke, owner of a men's clothing store located here at least through1940.

Fall River Trust Conpany (1929) Classical elements are loosely adaptedt o

embel lish this 3-story brick commercial building, which has been nodernizedat
ground level but retains itsdelicate Federal Revival second-floor wooden wi ndow
units. The architects, Parlin andDarling, also designed the similar Buffington
Building. Eagle's Restaurant was located here for 41 years; the bank has been
here only in recent years, when i t expanded its offices fromthe nearby G obe

Building (see 39-45 No. Main).

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm
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39- The A obeBuilding/Fall River Trust Co. (1906) This 5-story, 5-baytan brick

45 comrercial building is enriched by classical detailing executed inwhite cast i
stone. Notable design features include an arcaded first story, banded rustication
on the second floor, ionic fluted pilasters extending from level 3 to 5 splayed
keystone lintels and a full cornice with a parapet broken by sections of balustrade.
The G obe Building is historically significant as the hone for some 23 years of the

y Fall River Daily G obe, a newspaper establishedin 1885 as a Denocratic rival to the

¢ older and nore patrician Fall River Herald. The newspaper occupied the entire

fifth floor and half of the ground floor until 1929, when it was nerged with the
Heral d. The Fall River Trust Conpany was chartered in 1919 and has occupied
offices inthe Gobe Building from 1920 to the present.

44-  This narrow, 3-story, 2-bay white glazed brick comrercial building was constructed
46 in 1898 and is notable for itsidiosyncratic free classical detailing and largely
intact storefront. ,

49- Fall River National Bank (1890) This handsone structure i s one of the finest com

59  mercial buildingsinthe district and one of only two surviving Victorian conmmerci al
blocks. The terra cotta spandrels of the dark red pressed brick Commercial Style
building are ornamented with the type of swirling, naturalistic foliage forns
popul arized by Chicago architect Louis Sullivan. The corner site i s enphasized

‘A hy the pressed metal corner bow with original curved glass, and the roofline is
enhanced by a bracketed copper cornice and copper pierced pediment, -with a date
panel at the corner. The building originally extended oriy four bays along North
Main Street and was extended by six bays inthe early 20th century. A 2-story
metal oriel above the single center bay has been renmoved, and the original brown-
stone first floor was renoved ina 1958 "modernization." The building was designed
by the well-known Providence firm of WlliamR Wl ker and Sons for the Fall River
National Bank, one of the city's oldest and nost powerful financial institutions.
Wien the Fall River Bank was chartered i n 1825 nany of the incorporatorswere also
sharehol ders i nthe Fall River Iron Wirks, which controlled nmany of the early mills.
The first president was David Anthony, the founder of the Fall River Manufactory,
who remamined inthis post for 40 years. The first bank building on the site was

o destroyed by the 1843 fire; the second was razed to nmake way for the present
structure. The bank was reorganized in 1864 as the Fall River National Bank under
the new national banking act, at which time Col. Richard Borden becane president.
Because Borden was also one of the principal organizers and for 50 years treasurer
of the Fall River Iron Whrks, the bank becane even nore closely associated with
this major conglomerate. | t remains inbusiness at this location under it srecent

' new name—The Bank of New Engl and.

52-  Bennett Building (1900) The use of white cast stone for the free classical pilaster
64 caps, cornice and other detailing enlivens the otherwise utilitarian tan Ronan
brick facade of this 6X8 bay Commercial Style building. | tws designed by
Joseph M Darling, Sr. and was only 3 stories high and 3 bays wide until 1903.
It housed a nunber of small dry goods stores and professional offices.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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79

80-
84

y t

85

91-
105

Fall River Five Cents Savings (1914) Like mpst bank buildings from the first two
decades of the 20th century, this 2-story brick structure used traditional
classical forms to create adignified facade. The crisp intact white terra cotta
and cast stone detailing includes a pedinented center entrance, Corinthian fluted
pilasters, aninset marble name panel in the entablature, adentil cornice, and a
stepped parapet with center cartouche. The building was erected for the Fall River
Five Cents Savings, which was chartered in 185 to serve small depositors. The
offices were located in the Pocasset Block and later inthe M. Hope Block, part

of which was torn down to nake way for the present structure.

Durfee Block (1887) This distinctive Victorianbrick comrercial block is important
asone of only two remaining in the district. The 3-story building is constructed

of dark red pressed brick with brownstone accents includingpilaster caps, sill

and lintel courses, and abrick, stone and copper cornice. Remarkably, the store-
front has remained largely intact except for a cast stone classical pedimented
entrance on North Main sheltered by ametal and glass marquee. The building nay be
e work of George A Clough (1843-1916), whoserved as Boston's first city architect
from 1873 to 1883 before opening uphis owm firm  The Novenber 12, 1887 issue of
American Architect and Building News mentions Clough as the architect of a "brick

and stone bank building 70" X 125 to beoccupied by the First National Bank and

the Durfee Trust (o." The building was erected in 1887 for the BMOC Durfee

Trust Co. (originally the BMQC Durfee &Co.), chartered in 1870. This firmws -
organi zed by John S Brayton and his sister, Mary Brayton Young, the remarried wi dow of
Fall River lron Whrks founder Major Bradford Durfee. The bank was named for their son,
B MC Durfee, who was never involved initsoperations. Historically, the bank was
closely allied to the textile industry in financing the importation of cotton for
thriving mlls. The Braytons also controlled the First National Bank, whichwas
incorporated in 1864 and was also located inthe Durfee Block. In 1925 the First
National was absorbed by the Durfee Trust, which in 1928 also took over the Massasoit-
Pocasset and Metacomet National Banks.

At the same time i twas building itsnew headquarters at 79N6rth Main in 1914, the
Fall River Five Cents Savings Bank also erected this 4-story, 6-bay yellow brick
utilitarian commercial structure. | twas originally the same height as the bank
and uses the same combination of brick with classical cast stone trim The store-
front has been "nmodernized" and a 4th floor added.

M. Hope Block (1845) This Greek Revival brick block, the oldest comrercial structure
inthe downtown district, is the only remaining one of a nunber of suchsubstanti al
masonry buildings erected after the 1843 fire. The 4-story, 8-bay building is
constructed of soft brick laid in a comon bond pattern and has small upper story

wi ndows, a wi de wooden cornice, shallow hipped roof and original chimeys. The
storefront is contenporary but sympathetically designed. The building was erected

as the M. Hope House under the managenent of W IliamWite and originally extended
the entire block between Bank and Franklin, From 1878 to 1902 i twas run asthe

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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“Narragansett Hotel." From 1890t 01912the Evans House hotel also occupied the
building, anda faded sign for the Evans painted onto the side of the building
is still visible. Another hotel inthe block, the Bristol House, was established

94

141

150

in 1902andremnined inthis locationuntil 1915 when the southern portion of the
building was torn down to nmake way for the Fall River Five Cents Savings Bank.
In the early years, the buildingwas also a stage-coach relay station andhad a

stable at the rear.

Fal | Ri ver PublicLibrary (1896-99) This inposing granitecivicbuilding, oneof e
the landmarks in the downtown district, i s Renaissance Revival in style and features
a center rusticatedentrance, heavy pedimented lintels over the first floor w ndows
on North Main Street, andcast iron lanps flankingthe entrance wal kway. The
building stands twostories above the basenent |evel. The nmonunental designi s
enhanced by a small setback andgrassed lawn with trees in front. The largely
intact central circulation roomis richly embellished with marble colums, npsaic
floors andornanmental plasterwork framng a central skylight. Thebuildingwas
designed by the prestigious Boston firm of Gam Wentworth and Goodhue f ol | owi ng

a competition held in 1895  That firm s senior partner, Ralph Adans O am
(1863-1942), is considered America's |eading exponent of the Gothic Revival style
and is best known for his churches, particularly St. John the Divine in New York
City. TheFall River Public Library was established in 1860andbegan with a

core collection donated by the earlier Fall River Athenaeim founded in 1835

The land for the library was acquired from the heirs of Mary Brayton Young, with :,,
the total cost for land, building andfurnishings being $252,000.

Od Red Bank (Fall River Savings Bank) (1869/1976) VWre i t not for the incompatible
additions which obscure the first floor, the 2-story Fall River Savings Bank

woul d be one of the nost distinguished buildings inthe district. The second floor
portion of the Italianate brick facade, with itsbold carved andpainted stone
detailing, hassurvived andfeatures paired Corinthian pilasters, round arched

wi ndows wi th hooded lintels, a bracketed cornice anda central semi-circular roof
pedi ment whi ch enphasizesthe center of the 3 bays. Thedesign is the work of

Nat haniel J. Bradlee (1829-1888), Boston's best-known andnost prolific commercial
architect of his time. Bradlee 1is said to have designed at | east 500 Boston
comrercial buildings, of which only a fewsurvive today. The bank was built for
the Fall River Savings Bank, which was incorporated in 1828as the Fall River
Institution for Savings but changed itsnane in 1855.  The bank was one of the
earliest to be established inthe city andhadas itsfounders many of the early
mill owners. Thefirst president, Mcah H Ruggles, also served as agent for the
Pocasset Mills from 1837t o1857andwas involved in the building of the Pocasset

Mill andthe Granite Bl ock.

Masoni ¢ Tenple (1922) Although i twas erected for useas a masonic hall, the design
of this 5-story yellow brick pier andspandrel buildingis typical of utilitarian
comrercial buildings of the period. The large corner structure extends 9 bays on

Staple to Inventory form at botrcm
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No. Main and 15 bays- along El mStreet. Sinple classically-inspired trim executed
in cast stone, includes flat fluted pilasters between paired bays, a nane bl ock

above the third floor center bay, keystones above the fifth floor wi ndows, and a
copper cornice andbrick parapet. The banded rusticated piers have been retained
at the storefront level. Thearchitect was WWh B. Robinson. Thetenple was the
fourth meeting place of the Freemasons in Fall River. Theoldest of the city's
four lodges is the M. Hope, established in 1824; the others are the King Philip,
Narragansett andMassasoit. Thefirst meeting place of the lodges was i n the
Pocasset Block, the second in ahall above Fall River Savings, andthe thirdi n
the 1884 Masonic Tenple on Franklin Street. The cost of the present tenple was
close to half amillion dollars and, at the time of i tsconstruction, i twas one
of the largest andnost nodern such facilities in southeastern Massachusetts. b
152-  Horton Building (1897) Utilitarian 3-story brick commercial building with brown-
158 stone quoins, banding andcornice designed by Fall River architect Joseph M

N

Darling. -- .o

155 Fall River Gas Co. (1911) Adistinctive, well-preserved exanple of the Renaissance
Revival aesthetic adapted for commercial use, this 2-story, 5-bay |imestone building
retains itsoriginal wide plate-glass storefront windows with small-paned transom
area andalso hasawell-articulated second floor, bracketed cornice androof
balustrade. |t was erected for the Fall River Gas Co., which was organized in
1846 andwas owned and operated by the Fall River Iron Wrks until 1880, when the

present company was incorporated.

162 This small 2-story, 1-bay 1895painted brick commercial facade has a noderni zed
storefront but retains itssecond floor round arched wi ndows, brick corbelling, ;
and decorative square stone rosette panels set inrows above each story. The
building ishistorically significant as the home, first of "TheCasino," and |ater
of the Bijou Theatre, although only the facade survives from these once |avish
entertainment facilities. TheCasino is said to have hada polo rink 47 X 100,
14 bowling alleys, 10 pool tablesand 2 private assenbly roons. In 1901 the
Casino held the Pan-Anerican Textile exhibit from the Pan-American Fair, which

attracted visitors fromall over the world to view textile products. In 1903 *
the Casino was reconstructed as the Bijou Theatre, which offered dramatic
productions androad shows. | twas said to bethe second theatre i n New Engl and '

to showtalking pictures. Therear wooden portion of the theatre was denolished Y
in 1933andthe building became the Bijou Restaurant, then the Fall River Comunity

Devel opnent Agency.

PURCHASE STREET
10- Buffington Building (1916) Elements |oosely adapted from the classical vocabulary,
18 such as the cast stone door entablature, andcopper medallion frieze and bracketed
cornice, are used t o ornament this sinmple pier andspandrel office building. The

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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5-story brick structure was designed by Maude Darling-Parlin, for many years the
city's only wonan architect, for James Buffington, a descendant of one of N
Fall River's early mayors. The 1928fire gutted nost of the interior.

SAQJIH MAI N STREET R

Citizens Savings Bank (1928) The architects of this handsome 4-story |imestone

bank, the Thomas M James Co. of Boston, adapted Romanesque forms t o embellish

the basically flat wall surface favored during this period. Notable detailing
includes the 2-story triple arches at ground level (now broken by a nodern

mar quee), upper story arcade, andcorbelled cornice. Thebuilding was constructed
for the Citizens Savings Bank, which was incorporated in 1851 andnoved to this

site in 1876, occupying a granite building destroyed inthe 1928fire. *

Uni on Savings Bank (1921) This building utilizes a late, flattened version of the
dignified Renaissance Revival forms favored for early 20th century bank buil dings.
The small, largely intact cast stone structure, designed by the prolific local
architect Joseph M Darling, has a center entrance nmarked by a bracketed lintel,

shal low pilasters between large metal w ndow bays, a modillionblock corniceand
parapet, andan early ornamental metal marquee. |t was constructed for the Union
Savi ngs Bank, which was incorporated in 1858 andnoved to this site in 1898. The »
interior of the building was gutted bythe 1928fire, but the exterior survived

except for the roof. . ..

TH RD STREET

US Custons House and Post Office (1931) This impressive 2-story granite institu
tional building is square in plan andoccupies a full downtown block. In styleit

is late Renai ssance Revival with sone Art Deco influence evident inthe flatness

of the ornament anduseof Egyptian palm leaf pilaster capitals. Along the principal
facade, arched 2-story windows are framed by shallow pilasters andflanked by
slightly projectingcorner pavillions. Thebuilding is crowed by amodillion
cornice androof balustrade. Supervising architect Janes A Wtnore (1863-1940)
served for some 45 years as architectural supervisor of the US Treasury Depart-
ment, during which time at least 2,000 buildings were designed inhis office. An

earlier Hi gh VictorianGot hi c post of fi ce was denol i shed to make way for this N

. version. .., yAY-.

Staple to Inventory form at bott omn
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and opening of the steamship line to NewYork City connected Fall River to the nmainstream
New England transportation network.

In 1843 the first of several disastrous downtown fires destroyed the early settlement
area, which was rebuilt within afew years. By 1850 Fall River was an established
industrial center, and the econom c boomand rapid expansion of the textile industry
following the Civil WAr made i t the leading textile-producing city inthe nation by

the 1880" So

Land use inthe city reflected the mll-based econony. M lls were |ocated near water
supplies, working-class tenements sprung up within walking distance of the mills, and
mill owners built mansions in the Highlands. South Main Street became the favored

location for retail and commercial enterprises, while government buildings, banks,
insurance conpanies, and hotels were concentrated in the lower North Main Street area e
which constitutes the present-day Downtown Fall River Historic District.

| mpressive downtown government buil dings symbolized the town's new wealth and success.
The granite, mansard-roofed Town Hall with itstall center clock tower stood close to
the site of today's mobdern counterpart (just outside the district), and aneven nore

el aborate polychrome High Victorian Gothic post office stood onthe site of the present
US Custons House and Post Office. The Bank Street Armory and Fall River Public
Library, both large-scale granite buildingsdating fromthe md-1890"s, remain from
this period of civic ebullience.

Nearly one-thirdof the buildingsinthe district are associated with the financial
institutions which developed in response to the expanding industrial econony, of
these, the most significant historically are the Fall River Bank, the Fall River
Savings Bank, and the BMOC Durfee Trust Co. 'The Fall River Bank was the city's
second bank but the first to be chartered in Fall River and the first to locatein
the downtown district. | tws establishedin 1825 and the next year noved to the
corner of North Main and Bank Streets, where it sthird building of 7890 remains today
at 49-59 N Mam | n managenent, the Fall River Bank was closely tied to the

Fall River lron Works, a powerful consortium whose sharehol ders owned al | or part of
the Fall River Manufactory, Annawan, Troy and Metaconet Mills, American Print \Wrks
Fall River Gs Works, Fall River Railroad, and Bay State Steanboat Line. The bank's
first president was David Anthony, also the founder of the Fall River Manufactory, who e
held this post for 40years. The Fall River Bank was the first inthe city to be re-
organi zed as a national bank under the federal legislation of 1864," at which time -
Col. Richard Borden became president. Because Borden was also one of the principal
organi zers and for 50 years the treasurer of the Fall River Iron Wrks, the bank

becane even nore closely associated with this major conglomerate.

The next bank to beorganized, the Fall River Savings Bank (141 No. Main), wasincor-
porated m 1828 under the nane Fall River Institution for Savings. Like the other

early banks, many of the founders were involved in the developing textile industry

The first president, Mcah H Ruggles, also served as agent for the Pocasset Mills*

from 1837 to 1857 and was instrumental inthe building of the Pocasset Mill and the
Granite Block. The bank erected it spresent headquarters in 1869.

In 1870 a private banking house, the BMC Durfee &C., was organized bytw promnent .
local citizens, John S Brayton and his sister, Mary B Young. Ms, Young was the
remarried wi dow of Major Bradford Durfee, one of the founders of the Fall River Iron Wrks,

(Conti nued)

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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and upon his death sheinherited a large fortune. She i s perhaps best renmenbered for

her gift t othe city of a large tract of land andthe fully equipped high school

still standing onthe site andalso named for her son, Bradford Matthew Chal oner ~
Durfee. Historically, the Durfee bank was closely allied t o the textile industry and
financed the importation of cotton for thriving mlls, The Braytons also controlled

the First National Bank, which was incorporated i n 1864 andwas also |ocated i n the
Durfee Block at 80-84 No. Main after i twasbuilt in 1887, The BMC Durfee Co., by
then the Durfee Trust, absorbed the First National Bank in 1925andthe Massasoit-
Pocasset and Metaconet National Banks after the 1928 fire.

O the other six banks associated with present-day buildingsinthe district, the ol dest
is the Citizens Savings Bank, which opened for business in 1851 andnoved t oi ts present
location inthe md-1870's, at which time i tshared quarters inthe granite Pocasset

Bank. The present structxire at 6-10 So. Main i s the bank's third onthe site. | n 1855
the Fall River Five Cents Savings Bank was incorporated t o encourage small savers.
Offices were located i n the Pocasset Block andlater the M, Hope Block, part of which

was torn down in 1914to nake way for the present headquarters at 79 No. Main. The '
Uni on Savings Bank was incorporated i n 1869 and has been at the same |ocation since

1872.  The present building at 20 So. Main dates from 1921.

The Fall River Cooperative Bank was organized in 1888andhbuilt itsowhbuilding at i
26- 30 Bedford St. after the 1928fire. The 1919 Fall River Trust Co. has occupied
quarters in the @obe Building at 39-45 No. Main St. since 1920andi n recent years
expanded t 025-35 No. Main St. aswell. Thelast downtown bank to be established, Y"y--""n"
the First Federal Savings and Loan Association opened in the late 1940's andnoved '."" c
to itspresent building at 1 No. Main St. in the md-1950"s. o
Because of it slocation atthe intersection of major transportation routes, the down-
town district was the favored site for inns andtaverns as early as the beginning of

the 19th century. Theonly remaining building associated with the hotel trade is the

M. Hope Block, built just after the fire of 1845 ~which housed one or nore hotels until
1915 including the M. Hope House (1845-1878), The Narragansett (1878-1902), the Evans
House (1890-1912), andthe Bristol House (1902-1915). In the early years, it was a

stagecoach stop with a stable inthe rear.

Three other historically important hotels are no longer standing. The W Ibur Houseat

No. Main andGranite Streets was the |eading hostelry of the 1870's and80's. The el egant
Hotel Mellen of 1888 remained i n business through 1962 when i t became a tenporary City Hall

and remai ned inuseuntil 1976, i twas denolished shortly thereafter. The Mohican,
whi ch opened i n 1914, was a remodelling of anearlier lodging facility at Main and Central
Streets which dated back t 01847. Until i twas destroyed by the fire of 1928, i twas t he

city's leading early 20th century hotel, accommdating 500 guests.

The downtown district was also the home for 23 years of the Fall River Daily G obe a
newspaper established in 1885as a Denocratic rival t othe older andnore patrician
Fall River Herald. The paper's politics were consistentlyliberal, anditsprincipal
stockhol ders were small businessmen from the city's Irish community. The newspaper
occupied part of the G obe Building at 39-45 No. Main St. from 1906t 01929, wheni t

was merged with the Herald.

The Downtown Fall River Historic District is significant for itsrole in Fall -
Ri ver' s civicandconmercial devel opnent andas t he focus of naj or exanpl es of
institutional architecture fromthelate 19th andearly 20th centuries; it neets

criteria A andCof the National Register, Yj.- -e.
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ODOMTOMN FALL RIVER H STORIC DI STRI CT
LEGAL DESCRI PTI ON

Beginning at a point located on the southwest corner of Third
and Bedford Streets and thence running south, southwesterly on

e thewest line of Third Street 243.74 feet to a point, thence

running west, northwesterly 151.10 feet t o a point, thence
running north approximately 100 feet to a point, thence running
west approximately 130 feet to a point, thence running north-
westerly approximately 60 feet toa point i ntheeast side of
South Main Street, thence running north i nthe east property
line of South Main Street, crossing Bedford Street, and
continuing north on the east property line of North Main Street
for a distance of approximately 400 feet toa point, thence
turning west, crossing North Main Street and running west along
the south property line of Assessor's Lot #N-9-15, for a
distance of 137.7 feet toa point, thence running north fora
distance of 112.20 feet along the west property line of sane
property, thence continuing north crossing Bank Street toa
point being thenorth side property line of Bank Street, thence
running west, northwesterly to a point being the northeast

Ncorner of Durfee and Bank Streets, thence running north, north-

easterly toa point formng the southeast corner of Durfee and
Elm Streets, thence running east, southeasterly for approximately
150 feet t oa point, thence running north, northeasterly,
crossing EIm Street, thence following the west property lines

on a north, northeasterly plane of Assessor's Plat #32, 30 and
.64 toa point, thence running east, southeasterly 135.22 feet

to a point i nthewest side of North Main Street, thence running
on a south, southeasterly plane, crossing North Main Street to

a point, located on the northwest corner of Assessor's Plat #38,
thence running east, southeasterly along said plat fora
distance of 166.67 feet t o a point, thence running southfor

a distance of 68 feet t oa point, thence running east, south-
easterly fora distance of 42.05 feet toa point, thence running
south,southwesterly fora distance of 57.73 feet toa point, thence
running east, southeasterly fora distance of 58.47 feet toa
point, thence running south, southwesterly fora distance of
105.27 feet toa point i nthenorth side of Franklin Street,
thence crossing Franklin Street i na south west plane toa

point formng thenortheast corner of Assessor's Plat #N7-2,
thence running south, southwesterly fora distance of 89.45

feet t oa point, thence running west, northwesterly 47.16

feet toa point, thence running south, southwesterly 88.9 feet

to a point on thenorth side of Bank Street at property line,
thence running south, southeasterly across Bank Street toa

point formng thenortheast corner of Assessor's Plat #N-7-49,
thence running south, southwesterly 90.75 feet toa point, thence
running south 72.77 feet tothenorth property line of Granite
Street, thence running southeast across Granite Street toa

point formng thenortheast corner of Assessor's Plat #N7-29,



Continuation Sheet 19 of Item Nunber 7 (NATIONAL REQ STER O H STOR C PLACES
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thence running south 58,66 feet t opoint, thence running
south, southwesterly 86.20 feet t oa point formngthe
northwest corner of Bedford and Purchase Streets, thence
running south, southwesterly across theintersection of
Bedf ord and Purchase Streets t ot henorthwest corner of
Assessor's Plat #N-6-17, thence running east, southeasterly
212.94 feet t ooriginal starting points and enconmpassing
all property lying within t heabove described boundaries,
containing 308,418 square feet of private property or 7.08
square acres.



street Name NORTH MAIN STREET DOMNTOMN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS.

Lot Square
) Historic Nane Date Built Current Ov-mer
1 N 7-44,45 2080 First Federal Building 1928 Art Deco First Federal Savings s Loan Assoc.
1 North Main Street, Fall River, 02720
7-17  N7-28 4096 Bur ke Buil ding 1928 20th Cent- Comercial i orraine M Couto
4700 N Main St,, Apt. 4K Fall River, 02720
- r : -l -
i Neo-cl assi cal
25-35 N-7-27 7369 Fal | River Trust Co. 1929 ( Adamesquel Fall River Trust Co,
43 N Main St., Fall River, 02720
1 . j
39-45 N-7-12 4566 The d obe Building .- I 19& Neo-cl assi cal Fall River Trust Co.
43 No. Main St., Fall River, 02720
44-46 N 9-15 15, 068 1898 Neo- cl assi cal Gail F. Nixdorf SVéndy L. Trageser
Wld Cherry Drive, Little Conpton, RI 02837
- - i - Late Picturesque
49-59 N-7-13,14 9424 Fal | River National Bank 1890 Comer el al Bﬂock Bank of New England Bristol County, N A
57 North Main Street, Fall River, 02720
52-58 N-9-15 15, 068 Bennett Building 1900 Neo- cl assi cal Gail Fo Nixdorf &Veéndy L. Trageser

Wld Cherry Drive, Little Conpton, RI 02837



street Nane NORTH MAl N STREET DOMIOM FALL R VER H STCR C DISTRICT, FALL R VER MASS -
Lot Square

Nunber Map-Plat-Lot No. Foot age , , .
P g Historic Nane Date Built Style Current Qvner
79 N7-11 9583 Fall River Five Cent Savings 1914 Neo- cl assi cal Fall River Five Cent Savings Bank

79 North Main Street, Fall River, 02720

80 N1 O 47 8787 Durfee Block 1887 victorian Brick Benjamin M Gottlieb et al

80 North Main Street, Fall River, 02720

85 N-7-48 3824 C 1915 Brick Commerci al Alan @ Biszko S Janes J, Karem

No. Main Realty Trust
4 Lark Street, Fall River, 02720

91- 105 N7-1 G eek Revival ,
8959 Mc  Hope Bl ock ¢, 1845 Commerci al Bl ock Ronald J. Ferris S Robert S Karem

281 No. Eastern Ave., Fall River, 02720
94 N- 10- 46 31, 344 Fall River Public Library 1898 Italian Renaissance Mayor Carlton M Viveiros

City of Fall River

e Governnment Center, Fall River, 02722
141 N 8- 37 106, 040 The O d Red Bank 1869/ 1954/ 1976 o Ji'tiane et e Fal | River Savings Bank

- 141 North Main Street, Fall River, 02720

150 N 10- 32 10, 736 Masoni ¢ Tenpl e 1922 Neo- cl assi cal Janes J. Karem & M chael Biszko

154 No. Main Street, Fall River, 02720

>



street Name NORTH MAIN STREET

152-158 N-10-30, 33

155 N-8-38

162-164 N-10-64, 31

Lot

8657

9905

2830

Squar e

COMTOM FALL R VER HSTGR C DI STR CT, FALL R VER MSS

Historic Nane
Horton Building

Fall

Ri ver

Gs (o.

Date Built Style
Brick
1897 Commer ci al
1911 Classical Revival
1895 Victorian Comerci al

Current Onner

Henry J. and Ann Bo Feitel berg

676 Madi son Street,

Fall River Gas Co.

155 No. Main Street,

JI'L Corporation

c/o Sanuel Mller
P. 0. Box 1733, Fall

Fall River,
Fall River,
River, 02722

02720

02720



street Name FRANKLIN STREET COMMTOMFALL R VER H STCR C DISTR CT, FALL R VER MSS

Lot Square _ ,
Hi storic Nane Date Built Stvle Current O'/re
. o , Early 20th Century ,
21-23 N7-1 8959 1908 Commer ci al Ronald J. Ferris & Robert S Karem
281 No. Eastern Ave., Fall River, 02723
31-37  N7-2 6950 Police Athletic League 1884 o aed Fall River Police Athletic League, Inc.
P. 0. Box 128, Fall River, 02722
34 N 8-51 11, 360 Bel nont Cl ub/ John Young House c. 1845 G eek Revival John Ro Brennan
153 Bel mont Street, Fall River, 02720
- - e o A- o o
inA: cy - y Yy ° - Yy -
l% i y n ] 1_] ° n I _ _ e



Street Name PURCHASE STREET DOMNTOMN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS

Lot Square
Hi storic Nane Date Built Current O\'mer

Neo- cl assi cal :
10-18 N 7-39 2036 Buf fi ngt on Building 1916 Revi val Sarmuel Miller SEdward J. Nasser

P. @ Box 1733, Fall River, 02722



Street Nare BANK STREET

Lot Square

Number Map-Plat-Lot No. Footage

Historic Name

Bank Street Armory

DOMNTOM FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS

Date Built Stvle

1895-1897 Romanesgque Revival

°. - -t-:

« o - . LY.
Current fhmpr
Mayor Carlton M. Viveiros

City of Fall River
One Government Center, Fall River, 02722



Street Name THIRD STREET DOMNTOMN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS

Lot Square
Number  njap-plat-Lot No. Footage Historic Nare Date Built Style Current Owvrner
U.S. Customs House and Late Renaissance
9 N-6-17 44,857 Post Office 1931 Revival United States Postal Service

NCo East Region, Rm. 3212
33rd Street s 8th Avenue

New York, NY 10098




street Nare

16-18

22

26- 30

N7-6

N-7-42

N-7-40

N-6-5,6

BEDFORD STREET
Lot Square

1150

1454

1598

6408

DoOMTOM FALL RVBRHSTARC D STRCT, FALL RVER MSS

Coughlin Building 1929 Brick Conmmerci al
- @
R A WIcox Co. 1951 H Art Deco
° _™
Fall River Cooperative Bank 1929 Art Deco

‘ 1950

Yoo

A'AN-awtiii

First Federal Savings & Loan Assoc.

1 North Main Street, Fall River, 02720
Robert Ao W cox Co.
22 Bedford Street, Fall River, 02720

Fall River Co-Operative Bank

30 Bedford Street, Fall River, 02720
Citizens Savings Bank
6 South Main Street, Fall River, 02721



-

street
Lot Square
Nunber Map-Plat-Lot No. Footage Historic Nane
6-10 N-6-1,2 4229 Citizens Savings Bank
20 N 6- 3 4063 Uni on Savi ngs Bank
tv e -1
@

Date Built
1928
1921, 1928

Nane SAJIH VAL N STREET COMMOM FALL R VER H STCR C DI STRI CT, FALL R VER MSS

Style

Romanesque

Neo- cl assi cal
Commer ci a

Current Oaner

Citizens Savings Bank

6 South Main Street, Fall River, 02721

Uni on Savi ngs Bank

20 South Main Street, Fall River, 02721
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Uni on Savi ngs Bank
20 South Mai n Street
Fall River, MSS 02721

Chai rman
State Revi ewBoard
Massacnusetts Historical Coranission

O fice of the Secretary of State
294 Vshi ngt on Street
Bost on, Mass. 02108

20 South Main Street, Fall River, Mass.,
nomnaticjn t oNational Register

Dear S r/Nadam

bui | di ng nunbered 20 South Mai n Street, i AAy AAR N Maid location

San theunion savings Bank has any interest xnsaid property.

Savi ngs Bank

Sept enber 2, 19B2

COMVONVEALTH AP MASSACHEETTS

Pal | River
BR STAL, SS.

, T SMAZM rsdS eSSt fe-

"% fOAS.istrue tothebest of his know edge and bel i ef.

Charles I . Tucker, Notary Public

My Conmis.sion eagjires. 5/19/83



PALL RIVER TRUST CO.

Main Office » 43 North Vlain Street, Fail River, Massachusetts 02722

Objections tolisting in National Register
of Historic Places

The Fall River Trust Conpany, a Massachusetts banking corporation, with
a principal place of business at 43North Main Street, Fall River, Massachusetts,
being thesole owner of t heprem ses designated as 33, 41, and 43 North Min
Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, and 16 Granite Street, Fall River, Mss-
achusetts and sole owner of thedrive-in premses |located onGranite Street,
Fall River, Massachusetts, and sole owner of the parking | ot on Purchase Street
| ocated between Granite Street and Bank Street, Fall River, Massachusetts,
whi ch ar eparcels otherwise designated aslots nunbered 12, 16, 26, 27 and 49
on map N7 of t he Assessors of theCity of Fall River, Massachusetts, i n
accordance with therights given toi t bythe National Historic Preservation
Act Anendrment of 1980 and Federal regulations 36 CPRPart 60, does hereby
object tothelisting of any and al | of t heaforesaid parcels of real estate
in the National Registry of Historic Places.

In witness whereof. The Fall River Trust Conpany has caused these presents
to beexecuted i nitsnanme and behal f by Thomas H Nabb, Jr., it s President
thereunto duly authorized, onthis eighth day of October, 1982.

FALL R VER TRUST GOMPANY

A By MAMAf-yyA (MAUY AN,

*ox Thomas H Nabb, Jr., Presidgg
- . COMONEALTH - MASSACH BETTS - e
BRI STA,, ss FrM.YyAy, 2. , ., FALL R VER Cctober 8, 1982

Then personal |y appeared t he above nane Thomas H Nabb, Jr., President
as aforesaid, and acknow edged t heforegoing instrument tobethefreeact
and deed of theFall River Trust Conpany before me.

Ly JAYT Alch M
viaseph A. Faria, Notary Public
My cbmmission expires January 18, 1985.

FIRST WITH BRANCH BANKING IN GREATER FALL RIVER



OBJECTION TO LISTING INNATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

The Fall River Peoples Co-operative Bank, a Massachusetts banking
corporation, with principal place of business at 30 Bedford Street, Fall
River, Massachusetts, being the sole owner of the premises located at
Z6 & 30 Bedford Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, which parcels are
otherwise designated as lots numbered Z9, 31, 40, 41 and 111 on plan N-7
of the Assessors of the City of Fall River, in accordance with the rights -
given to it by the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980
and Federal regulations 36 CFR Part 60, does hereby object to the listing

of any and all of the aforesaid parcels of real estate in the National Registry
of Historic Places. .

In witness whereof. The Fall River Peoples Co-operative Bank has
caused these presents to be executed in its name and behalf by Joseph
Costa, Jr., its Treasurer thereunto duly authorized, on this eighth day
of October, 198~.

. The Fall River Peoples n b
;, Co-operative Bank

Jos

COMMONWEALTH OFAASSACHUSETTS
Bristol, ss. Fall River October 8, 1987

Then personally appeared the above named Joseph Costa, Jr. ,
Treasurer as aforesaid, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument
to be the free act and deed of The Fall River Peoples Co-operative

Bank, before me,
[ ] ‘

Marie D. Thompson, Notary Public
My commission expires May 6, 1983



|(jm1m\
OBJECTI ON TO LI STI NG | NNATI ONAL REGQ STER
G- H STORI C PLACES '

The First Federal Savings andLoan Association of Massa-
chusetts a Federal association with principal place of business
at One North Main Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, being t he
sole owner of t heprem ses designated as One North Main Street
and 16 - 18 Bedford Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, i n a
notice t oproperty owners dated August 26, 1982, i n accordance
with therights given t oi tbytheNational Historic Preserva-
tion Act Anmendnents of 1980 andFederal regulations 36 GFR Part
60, does hereby object tothelisting of anyandal | of the
aforesaid parcels of real estate i nthe National Registry of
Historic Places.

In witness whereof. First Federal Savings andLoan Associa-
tion of Massachusetts hascaused these presents t o be executed
in itsname andbehalf by Robert F. Stoico, itsPresident there-
unto duly authorized, onthis eighth dayof October 1982.

First Federal Savings And Loan
Association OF Massachusetts

By: . .
Robert F. Stoico, President

COMMONNALTH GF MASSACHUSETTS
BRI STOL, SS. FALL RI VER CCTBER 8, 1982
Then personally appeared t he above named Robert F. Stoico,
President as aforesaid, andacknow edged t heforegoing instrument

to bethefree act anddeed of First Federal Savings and Loan
Association of Massachusetts, before me.

John G Wnters, NOTARY PUBLIC
, My comm ssion expires July 8, 1988



JAMIrnNi

Objection tolListing i nNational Register,
of Historic Places

The Fall River Five Cents Savings Bank, a Massachusetts
banking corporation, with a principal place of businessat
79 North Main Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, being the
sole owner of thepremses at 79 North Main Street i na notice
to property owners dated August 26, 1982, i naccordance with
the rights given toi t by theNational Historic Preservation
Act Amendnents of 1980 andFederal Regdations enacted
pursuant thereto, does hereby object t othelisting of any and
all of theaforesaid premses i nt heNational Registryof
Historic Places.

In witness whereof, theFall River Five Cents Savings Bank
has caused these presents t obe executed i nit snane and behal f
by Donald A Bogle, it sPresident, thereunto duly authorized,
on this twelfth day of October, 1982.

. FALL R VER FIVE CENIS SAVI NGS BANK

B : NIr<I(MAl .
Donald A Bogle, Pr~. 7ident

COMMONNYALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

BRI STOL, SS. - Oct ober 12, 1982
Then personally appeared t heabove naned Donald A Bogle,
President as aforesaid, andacknow edged t heforegoing instru-

ment t obethefree act and deed of t heFall River Five Cents
Savings Bank, before ne,

~MECNY AA-YWM Rdic

My commission  expiress NV 7/YNY

Aly-. 'APA.
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Double Al Realty Corp.

1 North Main Street

Fall River, Massachusetts 02720 James E. Harrington, Pres
(617) 678-1557 or (617) 674-2323 John T. Scjnlon, Vice-Pres.
Octohei 12f 1982
Double J Realty Corporation owners of the property
,at  7-17 North Main  Strest, Fall River, Massachusetts,
sole owners of said property hereby object to the
creation of a historic district and the inclusion of
its property in such  district and listed in the ,
. National Registry of Historic places.
DOUBLE J REALTY CORPORATION
_ A AA N A
James E, Harrington, President
/.
Y-
JIDhri*  T. Scanlon, Vice PresTreasurer
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Fall River

Personally appeared before me - James E, Harrington,
President f of aforesaid, and John T. Scanlon, Treasurer
and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be the free
act and deed of DOUBLE J REALTY CORPORATION. -

Alj
yjAnc... Ny
ay. V.yAAjy

My Commission expires.



nr.MiY J. rriTrLHEIIG Oded

C7« MADI.SON STREET
FALL RIVEU, MASSACHUSETTS 02720

5ACHUSETTS
| lYAJ te
October 12, 1982 J | -l YAY!

'H CONNOLLY
Hirr. COMM. e

Patricia L. Wesl owski 'l -
Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer
HTSsacliu'=set Ls T istoricpl nin .¢jsj.on
294 W\ashington Street

Boston, M\ 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski ; RE  Objection tolisting
Fall River, M 02722 of the

Onned by Henry J. and it
Ann B Feitelberg e nom nations

We, as owners, wi sh to object to the nom nation of our ionto
propertyto the National Regi ster as we have no present . a
pl ans or desireto changethe building' sappearance in f or war ded
any way. R yooe o obj ect
. Respectfully, ter.
*.nation.
oo M.
Henry J. Feitelberg Ice,
Ann B Feitelberg -on,
'S

Subscribed t o and sworn before ne this 12t hday of
Oct ober, 1982.



WOV 81982

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[T Rrfl Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street

C

HIQTriRIPAI Boston, Massachusetts

nNiolVjniOMI- 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
OMMISSION 617-727-8470 'Ay.A-". Secretary of State
Q:t Ober 29’ 1982 1 I../\_..Ill Illl.ll Yl_l_ 1 _y.

Barry Hodge, Division Attorney
108 Frederick Street

MAlister Plaza o N wyiliieyldem - \
PO Box 2148

Geenville, SC 29602 v

RE Davis M|ls Buildings #1, 2, 3 Y
Arkwright Building #1

Dear M. Hodge:

The above ref erenced Ig_{opert was considered for [isting i nthe National
Regi ster of Historic Places byt he Massachusetts State ReviewBoard on
Cctober 13, 1982. After nuch deliberation over thesignificance of the
bui I ding and your objectiontoits listing, theBoard voted that i t
appeared to neet thecriteria for evaluation of National Register nom nations.

The State Historic Preservation Officer vdll forward this nomnationt o
the Keeper of theNational Register within the next fewweeks for a
final decisiononeligibility. Your notarizedobjectionwill be forwarded
along wi th thenonnation. Because anaﬁ orityof owners di d not object

to lrsting, the Keeper may list thecal™lex i ntheNational Register.

Your objection will beforwarded tothe Keeper along with the nomnation.
| f you wi sh, you nay submt another letter directly tothe Keeper: M.
Jerry Rogers, Keeper of theNational Register, National Park Service,
Departnent of thelnterior, Vshington, DC

V& sincerelyhope that youwill consider wthdraw ng ]your obj ection,

ﬁ-i nce your property represents aninportant aspect of Fall Rver's
istory.

! P-V-l Y- s e G E T NN e et g AN A
Sincerely, ' , .

Gandace Jf enki ns
RegistratiQ/Director
Massachusetts Historical Ccandssion

Q) sac

cc. Bill Hargraves, Fall River Officeof Historic Preservation



TTNTTED
MERCHANTS

LEWISTON STREET « FALL RIVER, MASS. 02722

Novenber 23, 1982

M. Jerry Rogers

Keeper of t he National Register
National Park Service
Departnment of the Interior
Washington, 0O C

Re: Davis Mills Building#2
Quequechan Street, Fall River, Massachusetts

Dear M. Rogers:

It i sny understanding that theMassachusetts
Historical Commssion will, within thenext fewweeks,
forward t oyour office a nomnation of thecaptioned prop-
erty for inclusion i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places, and will include with such nomnation a copy of a
notarized statement from ne objecting, onbehalf of United
Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc., tosuch listing.

As i sevident from theenclosed copy of a letter

of today's date t ot heMassachusetts Historical Conm ssion,
there has been sone confusion over identification of various
mll properties located i ntheCity of Fall River. At the
present time, theonly structure owned by United Merchants
and Manufacturers, Inc. andlocated i ntheCity of Fall River
with respect towhich we have received notification of pro-
posed listing from the Commission i sDavis Mills Building #2.

M/ understanding of theprocedures of t heMassachu-
setts Historical Conmm ssion, based on a conversation with
one of itsstaff menbers, i sthat the Conm ssion has viewed
the question of theproposed listing of Davis Mills Building
#2 within thecontext of a geographical area the boundaries

*A:

UNI TED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS, | NC.
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UN TED MERCHANTS AND MANNLFACTURERS, | NC
-t-yy.;.,

A AT Jerry Rogers J -2 - Novenber 23, 1982

A- T\ -yt - -y e

of which have been set i nsomewhat arbitrary fashion. |
understand, further, that the Comm ssion has not received

* objections toNational Register Listing fromamajorityof
the owners of thediscrete parcels of real estate |ocated
within this geographical area. The Conm ssion has informed
ne, i1 nconsequence, of itsintentiontoforward a nom nation
of Davis #2 t oyour office.

| amaware that 36CFR60.2 (c) expressly disclains
any intent torestrainprivatepropertyinterests. However,
constraints onthe | ocal | evel exist, and additional re-
strictions stemm ngfromboth State and|l ocal regul atory
action may devel op, with respect tostructures classified
Y- -;.as "Historic".
o' _'Y'/\_"
Y, Pl ease regard this letter as a further request that
AMY  theDavis MiIls Building #2 property owned by United Merchants
A and Manufacturers, Inc., andlocated on Quequechan Street,
Fall River, Massachusetts be excluded from t heNational Register
of Historic Places.

Ne-o'yy'-y.YA Thank you for your consideration.

L Very truly ygfurs?,
o 'esA'| -'fe'""e'e'e
III.IA
y Barry Hodge
BH:jfd Ay-.- Assi stant General Counsel
Encl .. A" o ANy Nten f

cc:. M. S Geenwald
Herbert J. Tanres, Esq.
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TTNTTED
JVIERCHANTS

LEWISTON STREET « FALL RIVER. MASS. 02722

st Y"

Novenber 23, 1982

Ms. Candace Jenkins ,

Regi strationDirector

Massachusetts Hi storical Comm ssion oL Y
294 Washington Street yy- . ey 2
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

*

Dear Ms. Jenkins: -yY-

Thank you for your letter of October 29, 1982 on
the subject of Davis Mills Buildings #1, #2, #3, and
Arkwright Building#1.

Based on a conversation with Ms, Fitch of your
office, i twuld appear that the nomenclature used by tbe
Massachusetts Historical Commission i nidentifying the
above listed structures differs from that used by United
Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc. Fortherecord, we
seem t o agree ontheidentities of Davis Mills Buildings
#1 and#2. Thestructure located on Quequechan Street
and identified by the Conm ssion as Arkwright Building#1
s known t o thecorporation as Davis Mills Building #3.

. The properties located on Lewiston Street i nFall River,
and known t ot he Comm ssion as the Chace Mills, areidenti-
fied for corporate purposes as Arkwright structures.

The Notices from your office dated August 26, 1982
which were provided t othecorporation identified Davis
Mills Building #1and #2, and Arkwright #1, as being under
consideration for listing i ntheNational Register of

Historic Places. |t would appear, based on t he discussion
set forth above, that these Notices referred t othe three
(3) structures located on Quequechan Street. United

Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc. i sthesole owner of

UNI TED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS. | NC.



UNITED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS INC.

Ms. Candace Jenkins - 2 - Novenber 23, 1982
record of Davis Mills Building#2. Roma Chemcal, Inc. 1 s
the owner of record of Davis Mills Building #1. | n August

of 1982, Arkwright #1 (Davis #3) was sold by United Merchants
to the Quaker Fabric Corporation, 941Grinnell Street, Fall
Ri ver, Massachusetts 02722. A

As set forth i nny notarized statement of COctober 5,
1982, United Merchants and Manufacturers, |Inc. objects to tbe
listing cf Davis Mills Building #2 i nthe National Register

of Historic Places. >,
* . Very truly yours,
Barry Hodge

Assi stant General Counsel
BH:jfd

cc:. M. S Geenwald
Herbert J. Tanres, Esq,
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SAVINGS BANKY FKIl River, Mass. y

Novenber 23, 1982

M. Jerry Rogers, Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service

Departrment of the Interior

Véshi ngton, D C

BE GBIECTI QN TOLISTING I NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
I+ SAJH MN N STREET
FALL R VER, MSSACHEETTS

Dear M. Rogers:

V& have been |nfonned by Candace Jenkins, RegistrationDirector for the
Massachusetts Historical Conmssion that the Massachvisetts State Review Boardi s
forwarding to your office the nomnation of our building tothe National Register,
Vlf! ha\t;e| been further i nfoned that your office will nake the final decisionon
eligibility.

The purpose of this letter istoinformyou that we continue to be
opposed t osuch a listing. W donot feel that our biiilding, built in 1928, is
either historically or architecturally distinguished, norisitpart of any readily
identifiable classification or grouping of buildings. V& feel that the strictures
res\xIting fromthe listing woul d be an unwarranted intrusioninto our freedomof
action with respect toour building, andthat the esthetics aisaply do not Justify
such action in our case.

V€ are i n noway opposed t othe goeils or prograns of the National Register
or the preservation concept as a general matter, but we strongly feel that the
programi s i nappropriate when applied to abviildingsuch as ours.

Your understandi ng and appreciation of our situationi s sincerely requested.

Vex3  truly yours.

Thonas A Ryan
Presi dent

TAR pam

4 SOUTH MAIN STREET. FALL RIVER. MASS. 02720
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Objection tolisting in National Register
of Historic Places

The Citizens Savings Bank, a Massachusetts banking
corporation, with aprincipal place of business at 4 South Min
Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, being the sole owner of the
prem ses designated as 4 South Main Street, Massachusetts, which
was incorrectly identified as 6-10 South Main Street in a notice
to property owners dated August 26, 1982, andalso being the sole
owner of the prem ses designated as 33 Bedford Street, Fall
River, Massachusetts, andthe sole owner of the prem ses
designated as 17 Second Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, which
parcels are otherwise designated as lots nunbered 1, 2, 5 and 6
on plan N6 of the Assessors of the City of Fall River, i n
accordance with the rights given t oi tby the National Historic
Preservation Act Anendnents of 1980and Federal regulations 36
(R Part 60, does hereby object t othe listing of anyandal | of
the aforesaid parcels of real estate in the National Registryof
Historic Places.

In witness whereof. The Citizens Savings Bank has caused
these presents t obe executed initsnane andbehalf by Thomas A
an, 1 tsPresident thereunto duly authorized, onthis eighthday
of August, 1982.

THE CI TI ZENS SAVI NGS BANK

By:
Thomas A Ryan, President

QOMMONNYALTH GF MASSACHUSETTS
. BRI STOL, ss. Fall River Septenmber 8, 1982

Then personally appeared the above nanmed Thomas A Ryan,
President as aforesald, andacknow edged the foregoing instrument
to bethe free act anddeed of The Citizens Savings Bank, before

ne,

Robert A Bogle, Jr. onorARY PUBLIC
M oomm ssion expires Novenber 7, 19 86

\



FALL RIVER TRUST CO.

Main Office - 43 North Mam Street, Fall River, Massachusetts 02722

J) Decenber 6, 1982

M. Jerry Rogers, Keeper of the National Register :';
National Park Service "o
Departnment of thelnterior :

Washington, DO C 20000 )

Re: Objection tolisting of
Fall River Trust Gompany Buil ding >e
43 North Main St. "
Fall River, Mass.
S " yA
Dear M. Rogers: ' .

h October 8, 1982, we objected t oour building being listedi n
the National Register of Historic Places, and we sent a letter enclosing
our notarized objectiontothis listing.

This letter was sent toPatricia L. Weslowski, Executive Director,
State Historic Preservation Officer, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion,
294 \Washington Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108.

V¢ received a letter dated October 29, 1982, inform ng us that our
objection had not been recognized and thelisting i nNational Register
had been forwarded toyou for nomnation.

V¢ again wish toobject tothelisting of our building i n the
National Register, and we areenclosing a copy of our original notarized
objection and sincerely hope youwill recognize our request. ..

Sincerely,

FALL R VER TRUST GOMPANY

Thomas H Nabb, Jr. "YYy. '
Presi dent

FIRST WITH BRANCH BANKING IN GREATER FALL RIVER



