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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

y, 
The Downtown F a l l River H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s a compact urban commercial area 
extending f i v e blocks along Main Street north of City H a l l . A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t 
i s important as the location of F a l l River's most d i s t i n c t i v e c i v i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
banks and business o f f i c e s , including such landmarks as the Bank Street Armory, 
F a l l River Public Library, and U.S. Customs House and Post Office. The 28 buildings 
are low i n scale, ranging from one to f i v e stories and e x h i b i t a range of masonry 'V 
commercial styles dating predominantly from 1885 to 1930,, • -
The development of the d i s t r i c t was shaped i n large measure by two disastrous f i r e s  
which ravaged much of the downtown i n 1843 and again i n 1928. The e a r l i e s t buildings  
s t i l l standing were erected a f t e r the f i r e of 1843, which consumed 20 acres between  
Borden and Franklin Streets and leveled the core of the prospering m i l l town. Any  
f i r s t - p e r i o d structures which might have remained i n t h i s early settlement area  
were destroyed, as well as the mostly frame commercial buildings erected during the  
town's f i r s t .two decades of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . The burnt d i s t r i c t was quickly (Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused it, 
and how i t affected community; be specific). • 

As the center of the early settlement area and t r a d i t i o n a l location of major banks, ^ 
hotels and government buildings, the Downtown F a l l River His t o r i c D i s t r i c t played *" 
a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the evolution of F a l l River from r u r a l v i l l a g e to t e x t i l e c i t y . 
Located here were those early and i n f l u e n t i a l f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s which provided 
the c a p i t a l support system f o r the developing t e x t i l e industry. The overwhelming 
success of that industry i s r e f l e c t e d i n the monumental la t e 19th century public 
buildings which remain from the c i t y ' s heyday as the t e x t i l e c a p i t a l of the nation. 
Two nearly simultaneous 20th century disasters reshaped the downtown: the f i r e of 
1928, which destroyed much of the physical heritage of the 19th century c i t y , and 
the economic collapse of the t e x t i l e industry i n the l a t e 1920's, which destroyed 
i t s economic base. Today, the d i s t r i c t remains the p r i n c i p a l center of commerce 
and banking i n a c i t y struggling toward r e v i t a l i z a t i o n . 

At the beginning of the 19th century, the area which i s now downtown was sparsely 
s e t t l e d compared to surrounding vi l l a g e s because of i t s topographical disadvantages, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the steep grade to the waterfront, unprotected harbor and granite ledges 
which l i m i t e d a g r i c u l t u r a l use,. U n t i l the s t a r t of i n d u s t r i a l development about 
1812, the town was l i t t l e more than a cluster of perhaps 20 buildings centered at 
the junct i o n of Main and Bedford Streets, with other houses scattered along Main 
st r e e t . The steep slope and Quequechan River w a t e r f a l l s provided an ideal s i t e 
f o r water-powered m i l l s , however, and, with the erection of the Troy M i l l and 
F a l l River Manufactory i n 1813, the cotton-spinning era began i n earnesto Population 
increased steadily a f t e r 1820 and the Bedford/Main area was b u i l t up with handsome 
late Federal houses. The town h a l l moved to Market Square (now Government Center) 
from steep Brook i n 1836; and i n 1846 and 1847, the building of the r a i l r o a d (Continued) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) 

r e b u i l t with more substantial br i c k and stone commercial blocks, of which the only 
remaining example i s the Mt„ Hope Block of 1845 (91-105 No. Main), a simple, hipped 
roof Greek Revival brick hotel which once extended the en t i r e length of the block. 

The p o s t - C i v i l War period was one of ext r a o r d i n a r i l y rapid i n d u s t r i a l growth i n F a l l River 
and by the 1880's F a l l River and i t s r i v a l . New Bedford, were the leading t e x t i l e -
producing centers i n the United States. Because the banks helped finance the m i l l s Y 
and shared i n the general prosperity, i t i s not surprising that many of the most s i g - . 
n i f i c a n t l a t e 19th century downtown buildings were b u i l t f o r these f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
The most important surviving p o s t - C i v i l War building, and the d i s t r i c t ' s only remaining 
I t a l i a n a t e commercial example, i s the Old Red Bank or F a l l River Savings Bank of 1869 
(141 No. Main) designed by the best-known Boston commercial architect of the period, 
Nathaniel J. Bradlee. The c r i s p , bold d e t a i l i n g of the second f l o o r , executed i n 
painted stone against the pressed red brick wall surface, stands out despite unfortunate 
alt e r a t i o n s at ground l e v e l . 

In 1887 the B.M.C. Durfee Trust Co. erected a substantial 3-story brick and brownstone 
commercial block to house its offices, and in 1890 the rival Fall River National Bank ' 
erected its imposing 4-story brick and brownstone headquarters on the next corner. The 
latter, designed by Wm. R. Walker & Sons of Providence, is most notable for its terra 
cotta banding, corner bow and copper balustrade. As the only two Victorian commercial 
blocks to survive the 1928 fire, these buildings are important reminders of the city's " 
heyday. Also remaining from this period is the 1884 Masonic Temple (31-37 Franklin), 
notable for its panel brick detailing. , \ -i . • ' . . 

l r A A ^ f ' ' ' ' l f ^ A f ^ " " °^ ""^^ century, i n a clear expression of c i v i c pride and enthusiasm, 
the Cxty of F a l l River erected two monumental granite i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings: the Bank 
street Armory (1895-97) (72 Bank Street) and the F a l l River Public Library (1896-98) 
(94 NO. Main). The armory, constructed of rock-faced granite i n the Romanesque Revival 
s t y l e stands l i k e a medieval fortress protecting the c i t y , while the l i b r a r y , with i t s 
smooth granite facade and quiet Renaissance Revival d e t a i l i n g , represents a commitment 
S f^^°f^^P^^^^f^l of learning and enlightenment. The competition f o r the design 

of the l i b r a r y was won by the nationally recognized a r c h i t e c t u r a l firrrt headed by Ralph 
Adams Cram who i s best remembered f o r his e c c l e s i a s t i c a l commissions and work i n the 
Gothic Revival styleo 

The downtown d i s t r i c t contains representative examples of early 20th century architecture 
a l l generally embellished w i t h some type of cla s s i c a l ornament. The tan b r L k Globe 
Building of 1906 (39-45 No. Main) i s enriched by d e t a i l s such as banded r u s t i c a t i o n , 
^ o ? f . p i l a s t e r s , splayed keystone l i n t e l s and a f u l l cornice. The smalL stone 
1911 F a l l River Gas Co (155 No. Main) has perhaps the best-articulated and best-preserved 
c l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l facade and forms an int e r e s t i n g contrast to the small cast stone Union 
Savings Bank (20 So„ Main) of a decade l a t e r , i n which elements such as the pi l a s t e r s 
entablature and cornice have become noticeably simpler and f l a t t e r 

T t a i m T A L T T T ' ^ ^ ^ A T " ^ ^ devastating f i r e i n i t s h i s t o r y , as a blaze which 
.started m the abandoned Pocasset M i l l spread i n t o the Main Street area as far north as 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 
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Bank Street and destroyed some $4 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n property. Because the l a t e 1920's 
was a period of economic decline, the rebuilding was accomplished on a modest scale 
and without urtdue expense. Two of the p o s t - f i r e buildings are good examples of the. 
newly emerging Art Deco s t y l e : the F i r s t Federal Building of 1928 (1 No. Main) and 
the nearby F a l l River Cooperative Bank of 1929 (26-30 Bedford S t . ) . Both display the 
chara c t e r i s t i c f l a t w a l l surfaces and low r e l i e f ornamentation. Opposite F i r s t Federal 
at 6-10 So. Main, the Citizens Savings Bank of 1928 adapts Romanesque forms t o enrich 
the f l a t w a l l surface favored during t h i s period. Together these three buildings, which 
are a l l of l i g h t - c o l o r e ^ limeston^or cast stone, form a v i s u a l l y u n i f i e d ensemble 
which anchors the southern edgê '̂ Or the d i s t r i c t . A more exuberant p o s t - f i r e commercial 
bu i l d i n g , the 1928 Burke Building at 7-17 North Main, i s the c i t y ' s f i n e s t example of 
the use of ar c h i t e c t u r a l t e r r a cotta. The wide-arched storefronts, polychrome f l o r a l 
spandrels and imaginative free c l a s s i c a l d e t a i l i n g greatly enliven the streetscape. 
The l a s t major buil d i n g t o be erected i n the downtown d i s t r i c t was the 1931 U.S. Customs 
House and Post Office (9 Third S t . ) . A High Victorian Gothic post o f f i c e on the same 
s i t e survived the 1928 f i r e but not the e f f o r t s of p o l i t i c i a n s to secure a newer and 
more modern version as part of the rebuilding program. The re s u l t i n g l a t e Renaissance 
Revival i n s t i t u t i o n by U.S. Treasury supervising a r c h i t e c t , William Wetmore, i s con­
servative i n s t y l e , although the flatness of the ornament and Egyptian palm leaf capitals 
suggest some Art Deco influence. Because of i t s size, d i g n i f i e d presence, and g r a n i t ^ ^ 
block construction, the Customs House and Post Office i s a landmark of the downtown 
d i s t r i c t . 

'ii... f 

'' :A A 
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y 

BANK STREET •• . • . = . . , ^ . " 

72 Bank Street Armory (1895-7) A c i t y landmark visible^-romv^many downtown approaches,, 
t h i s Romanesque Revival structure of rock-faced^ granite ashlar i s monumental i n 
scale and has a medieval, f o r t r e s s - l i k e appearaWe enhanced by the use of projecting 
corner p a v i l l i o n s , a crenelated parapet, and small round-arched windows. The armory 
i s symmetrical i n plan and extends the f u l l length of the block between Bank and 
Elm Streets. I t was designed by the Boston f i r m of Wait and Cutter i n association 
with the prominent l o c a l a r c h i t e c t , Louis Destremps, whose work includes Notre Dame 
church. The bu i l d i n g contains quarters f o r s i x companies and a 150' X 75' d r i l l 
h a l l . 

16-
18 

22 

26-
30 

''33 

BEDFORD STREET '' 

Coughlin Building (1929) A three-story, 2-bay pie r and spandrel bri c k commercial 
bu i l d i n g with a shaped parapet i n the Art-Deco manner. Now part of F i r s t Federal 
Savings, the b u i l d i n g was b u i l t as the Coughlin Building, with a f l o r i s t shop on 
the f i r s t f l o o r . The building was designed by prominent l o c a l architect Louis 
Destremps. 

SI)- I rS to ry commercial buil d i n g was "modern" by 1950 
stonevfacade with the o r i g i n a l storefront and 

R. A. Wilcox Company 1̂  (195l2_JLliis 
standards and features a(polishe 
signage^ I t has been occupied s i ^ c e i t s construction by the R. A. Wilcox Co. 
Stationery Store, which was established i n 1874. Although not f i f t y years old, 
the R. A. Wilcox Company Building contributes t o the commercial character of the 
d i s t r i c t . 

F a l l River Cooperative Bank (1929) The (^limestone facade of t h i s 2-story commercial 
b u i l d i n g i s a f i n e example of the Art-D#cO~s^yTe7 with the characteristic flatness 
and low r e l i e f ornamentation. Fluted p i l a s t e r s are used between the three 2-story 
metal window u n i t s , which have wide pressed metal spandrels. 'The building i s 
v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t including the pedimented center entrance. I t was designed by 
the f i r m of Darling and Par l i n for the F a l l River Cooperative Bank, which was 
organized i n 1888 and had i t s o f f i c e s i n the Massasoit Bank build i n g at 29 Bedford 
Street u n t i l the f i r e of 1928. 

One-story 1950 commercial building with( 
br i c k facing City H a l l . 

facade along Bedford Street and 

FRANKLIN STREET ' "• ". 
_ ' .• . ' • •' 'y • 

21- (1908) 2-story yellow Roman brick early 20th century commercial bui l d i n g , at rear 
23 of Mt. Hope Block, o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as storage. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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31- Police A t h l e t i c League (former Masonic Hall) (1884) This 4-story pressed red b r i c k 
37 commercial buil d i n g i s notable fo r i t s "panel b r i c k " d e t a i l i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y the 

corb e l l i n g , sawtooth<patj:ef-ns"~^id inset crosses at the cornice l i n e . The segmental 
arched windows have iiicised st^ne tympanimis and s l i g h t l y projecting brick hood 
l i n t e l s . The build i n g was erected f o r use as a Music Hall with rooms for social 
gatherings and lectures and was l a t e r used as a Masonic H a l l . 

7-
17 

25-
35 

NORTH MAIN STREET 

F i r s t Federal Building (1928) One of several well-detailed Art-Deco buildings f-
erected a f t e r the 1928 f i r e , the F i r s t Federal has the f l a t facade, low r e l i e f 
p i l a s t e r s , and^^J^essed t e r r a cotta ornament characteristic of the s t y l e . The 
3-story cast dton&) building was designed by Edward M. Corbett with associate 
architects nVtclydis and French. The f i r s t f l o o r has been modernized. O r i g i n a l l y 
known as the Macomber and the Clark Buildings, the building has housed the F i r s t 
Federal Savings and Loan Association since the mid-1950's. The bank was incor­
porated i n the l a t e 1940's. ^ -

Burke Building (1928) One of the most decorative buildings to be erected a f t e r ' 
the 1928 f i r e , the 3-story white t e r r a cotta Burke Building i s also important 
as the c i t y ' s best example of t e r r a cotta commercial architecture. Remarkably, 
the f i r s t f l o o r series of three wide arched storefronts and an o f f s e t r i g h t 
entrance accented by a free-cl a s s i c a l broken s c r o l l pediment, has remained 
largely i n t a c t . Polychrome f l o r a l spandrels separate levels 2 and 3, and the 
b u i l d i n g terminates with a bracketed cornice and parapet with urn f i n i a i s . The 
buil d i n g was designed by loc a l architect and engineer David Shapiro for Thomas 
F. Burke, owner of a men's clothing store located here at least through 1940. 

F a l l River Trust Company (1929) Classical elements are loosely adapted to 
embellish t h i s 3-story brick commercial b u i l d i n g , which has been modernized at 
ground l e v e l but retains i t s delicate Federal Revival second-floor wooden window 
u n i t s . The archit e c t s , P a r l i n and Darling, also designed the similar Buffington 
Building. Eagle's Restaurant was located here f o r 41 years; the bank has been 
here only i n recent years, when i t expanded i t s o f f i c e s from the nearby Globe 
Building (see 39-45 No. Main). 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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39- The Globe Building/Fall River Trust Co. (1906) This 5-story, 5-bay tan brick .. y 
45 commercial building i s enriched by c l a s s i c a l d e t a i l i n g executed i n white cast i 

stone. Notable design features include an arcaded f i r s t story, banded r u s t i c a t i o n 
on the second f l o o r , ionic f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s extending from l e v e l 3 to 5, splayed 
keystone l i n t e l s and a f u l l cornice with a parapet broken by sections of balustrade. 
The Globe Building i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the home for some 23 years of the 

y F a l l River Daily Globe, a newspaper established i n 1885 as a Democratic r i v a l to the 
• older and more p a t r i c i a n F a l l River Herald. The newspaper occupied the e n t i r e 

f i f t h f l o o r and half of the ground f l o o r u n t i l 1929, when i t was merged with the 
Herald. The F a l l River Trust Company was chartered i n 1919 and has occupied 
o f f i c e s i n the Globe Building from 1920 to the present. 

44- This narrow, 3-story, 2-bay white glazed brick commercial building was constructed 
46 i n 1898 and i s notable f o r i t s idiosyncratic free c l a s s i c a l d e t a i l i n g and largely 

i n t a c t s t o r e f r o n t . , 

49- F a l l River National Bank (1890) This handsome structure i s one of the f i n e s t com-
59 mercial buildings i n the d i s t r i c t and one of only two surviving Victorian commercial 

blocks. The t e r r a cotta spandrels of the dark red pressed brick Commercial Style 
buil d i n g are ornamented with the type of s w i r l i n g , n a t u r a l i s t i c foliage forms 
popularized by Chicago architect Louis Sullivan. The corner s i t e i s emphasized 

' A hy the pressed metal corner bow with o r i g i n a l curved glass, and the r o o f l i n e i s 
enhanced by a bracketed copper cornice and copper pierced pediment, -with a date 
panel at the corner. The building o r i g i n a l l y extended oriy four bays along North 
Main Street and was extended by s i x bays i n the early 20th century. A 2-story 
metal o r i e l above the single center bay has been removed, and the o r i g i n a l brown- ' 
stone f i r s t f l o o r was removed i n a 1958 "modernization." The building was designed 
by the well-known Providence f i r m of William R. Walker and Sons for the F a l l River 
National Bank, one of the c i t y ' s oldest and most powerful f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
When the F a l l River Bank was chartered i n 1825, many of the incorporators were also 
shareholders i n the F a l l River Iron Works, which controlled many of the early m i l l s . 
The f i r s t president was David Anthony, the founder of the F a l l River Manufactory, 
who remained i n t h i s post f o r 40 years. The f i r s t bank build i n g on the s i t e was 

:•' destroyed by the 1843 f i r e ; the second was razed to make way f o r the present 
structure. The bank was reorganized i n 1864 as the F a l l River National Bank under 
the new national banking act, at which time Col. Richard Borden became president. 
Because Borden was also one of the p r i n c i p a l organizers and f o r 50 years treasurer 
of the F a l l River Iron Works, the bank became even more closely associated with 
t h i s major conglomerate. I t remains i n business at t h i s location under i t s recent 

' new name—The Bank of New England. 

52- Bennett Building (1900) The use of white cast stone f o r the free classical p i l a s t e r 
64 caps, cornice and other d e t a i l i n g enlivens the otherwise u t i l i t a r i a n tan Roman 

bri c k facade of t h i s 6 X 8 bay Commercial Style b u i l d i n g . I t was designed by 
Joseph M. Darling, Sr. and was only 3 stories high and 3 bays wide u n t i l 1903. 
I t housed a number of small dry goods stores and professional o f f i c e s . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom , 
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79 F a l l River Five Cents Savings (1914) Like most bank buildings from the f i r s t two 
decades of the 20th century, t h i s 2-story brick structure used t r a d i t i o n a l 
c l a s s i c a l forms to create a d i g n i f i e d facade. The crisp i n t a c t white t e r r a cotta 
and cast stone d e t a i l i n g includes a pedimented center entrance, Corinthian f l u t e d 

- " p i l a s t e r s , an inset marble name panel i n the entablature, a d e n t i l cornice, and a 
stepped parapet with center cartouche. The b u i l d i n g was erected for the F a l l River 
Five Cents Savings, which was chartered i n 1855 to serve small depositors. The 
off i c e s were located i n the Pocasset Block and l a t e r i n the Mt. Hope Block, part 
of which was torn down to make way f o r the present structure. 

80- Durfee Block (1887) This d i s t i n c t i v e Victorian b r i c k commercial block i s important 
84 as one of only two remaining i n the d i s t r i c t . The 3-story b u i l d i n g i s constructed 

of dark red pressed b r i c k with brownstone accents including p i l a s t e r caps, s i l l 
and l i n t e l courses, and a b r i c k , stone and copper cornice. Remarkably, the store­
f r o n t has remained largely i n t a c t except for a cast stone classical pedimented 
entrance on North Main sheltered by a metal and glass marquee. The building may be 

y t h e work of George A. Clough (1843-1916), who served as Boston's f i r s t c i t y a r c h i t e c t 
from 1873 to 1883 before opening up his own f i r m . The November 12, 1887 issue of 
American Architect and Building News mentions Clough as the architect of a "brick 
and stone bank b u i l d i n g 70' X 125' to be occupied by the F i r s t National Bank and 
the Durfee Trust Co." The b u i l d i n g was erected i n 1887 f o r the B.M.C. Durfee 
Trust Co. ( o r i g i n a l l y the B.M.C. Durfee & Co.), chartered i n 1870. This f i r m was - • ' 
organized by John S. Brayton and his s i s t e r , Mary Brayton Young, the remarried widow of 
F a l l River Iron Works founder Major Bradford Durfee. The bank was named for t h e i r son, 
B.M.C. Durfee, who was never involved i n i t s operations. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the bank was 
closely a l l i e d to the t e x t i l e industry i n financing the importation of cotton for 
t h r i v i n g m i l l s . The Braytons also controlled the F i r s t National Bank, which was 
incorporated i n 1864 and was also located i n the Durfee Block. I n 1925 the F i r s t 
National was absorbed by the Durfee Trust, which i n 1928 also took over the Massasoit-
Pocasset and Metacomet National Banks. 

85 At the same time i t was b u i l d i n g i t s new headquarters at 79 N6rth Main i n 1914, the 
F a l l River Five Cents Savings Bank also erected t h i s 4-story, 6-bay yellow br i c k 
u t i l i t a r i a n commercial str u c t u r e . I t was o r i g i n a l l y the same height as the bank 
and uses the same combination of brick with c l a s s i c a l cast stone t r i m . The store-
f r o n t has been "modernized" and a 4th f l o o r added. 

91- Mt. Hope Block (1845) This Greek Revival brick block, the oldest commercial structure 
105 i n the downtown d i s t r i c t , i s the only remaining one of a number of such substantial 
; masonry buildings erected a f t e r the 1843 f i r e . The 4-story, 8-bay building i s 

constructed of s o f t b r i c k l a i d i n a common bond pattern and has small upper story 
windows, a wide wooden cornice, shallow hipped roof and o r i g i n a l chimneys. The 
storefront i s contemporary but sympathetically designed. The bui l d i n g was erected 
as the Mt. Hope House under the management of William Waite and o r i g i n a l l y extended 
the e n t i r e block between Bank and Franklin, From 1878 to 1902 i t was run as the 
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"Narragansett Hotel." From 1890 to 1912 the Evans House hotel also occupied the 
b u i l d i n g , and a faded sign for the Evans painted onto the side of the building 
i s s t i l l v i s i b l e . Another hotel i n the block, the B r i s t o l House, was established 
i n 1902 and remained i n t h i s location u n t i l 1915 when the southern portion of the 
building was torn down to make way f o r the F a l l River Five Cents Savings Bank. 
In the early years, the building was also a stage-coach relay s t a t i o n and had a 
stable at the rear. 

94 Fall River Public Library (1896-99) This imposing granite civic building, one of • 
the landmarks i n the downtown d i s t r i c t , i s Renaissance Revival i n styl e and features 
a center rusticated entrance, heavy pedimented l i n t e l s over the f i r s t f l o o r windows 
on North Main Street, and cast i r o n lamps flanking the entrance walkway. The 
building stands two stories above the basement l e v e l . The monumental design i s 
enhanced by a small setback and grassed lawn with trees i n f r o n t . The largely 
i n t a c t central c i r c u l a t i o n room i s r i c h l y embellished with marble columns, mosaic 
f l o o r s and ornamental plasterwork framing a central s k y l i g h t . The build i n g was 
designed by the prestigious Boston f i r m of Cram, Wentworth and Goodhue following 
a competition held i n 1895. That firm's senior partner, Ralph Adams Cram 
(1863-1942), i s considered America's leading exponent of the Gothic Revival s t y l e 
and i s best known f o r his churches, p a r t i c u l a r l y St. John the Divine i n New York 
City. The F a l l River Public Library was established i n 1860 and began with a 
core c o l l e c t i o n donated by the e a r l i e r F a l l River Athenaeimi founded i n 1835. 
The land f o r the l i b r a r y was acquired from the heirs of Mary Brayton Young, with :,, 
the t o t a l cost f o r land, building and furnishings being $252,000. 

141 

150 

Old Red Bank (Fall River Savings Bank) (1869/1976) Were i t not f o r the incompatible 
additions which obscure the f i r s t f l o o r , the 2-story F a l l River Savings Bank 
would be one of the most distinguished buildings i n the d i s t r i c t . The second f l o o r 
portion of the I t a l i a n a t e brick facade, with i t s bold carved and painted stone 
d e t a i l i n g , has survived and features paired Corinthian p i l a s t e r s , round arched 
windows with hooded l i n t e l s , a bracketed cornice and a central semi-circular roof 
pediment which emphasizes the center of the 3 bays. The design i s the work of 
Nathaniel J. Bradlee (1829-1888), Boston's best-known and most p r o l i f i c commercial 
architect of his time. Bradlee i s said to have designed at least 500 Boston 
commercial buildings, of which only a few survive today. The bank was b u i l t f o r 
the F a l l River Savings Bank, which was incorporated i n 1828 as the F a l l River 
I n s t i t u t i o n f o r Savings but changed i t s name i n 1855. The bank was one of the 
e a r l i e s t to be established i n the c i t y and had as i t s founders many of the early 
m i l l owners. The f i r s t president, Micah H. Ruggles, also served as agent for the 
Pocasset M i l l s from 1837 to 1857 and was involved i n the building of the Pocasset 
M i l l and the Granite Block. 

Masonic Temple (1922) Although i t was erected f o r use as a masonic h a l l , the design 
of t h i s 5-story yellow b r i c k pier and spandrel building i s t y p i c a l of u t i l i t a r i a n 
commercial buildings of the period. The large corner structure extends 9 bays on 
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No. Main and 15 bays- along Elm Street. Simple c l a s s i c a l l y - i n s p i r e d t r i m , executed 
i n cast stone, includes f l a t f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s between paired bays, a name block 
above the t h i r d f l o o r center bay, keystones above the f i f t h f l o o r windows, and a 
copper cornice and brick parapet. The banded rusticated piers have been retained 
at the storefront l e v e l . The arch i t e c t was Wm. B. Robinson. The temple was the 
f o u r t h meeting place of the Freemasons i n F a l l River. The oldest of the c i t y ' s 
four lodges i s the Mt. Hope, established i n 1824; the others are the King P h i l i p , 
Narragansett and Massasoit. The f i r s t meeting place of the lodges was i n the 
Pocasset Block, the second i n a h a l l above F a l l River Savings, and the t h i r d i n 
the 1884 Masonic Temple on Franklin Street. The cost of the present temple was 
close to half a m i l l i o n dollars and, at the time of i t s construction, i t was one 
of the largest and most modern such f a c i l i t i e s i n southeastern Massachusetts. ' ' 

Horton Building (1897) U t i l i t a r i a n 3-story brick commercial building with brown­
stone quoins, banding and cornice designed by F a l l River architect Joseph M. 
Darling. -.- . . . ^ 

F a l l River Gas Co. (1911) A d i s t i n c t i v e , well-preserved example of the Renaissance 
Revival aesthetic adapted f o r commercial use, t h i s 2-story, 5-bay limestone building 
retains i t s o r i g i n a l wide plate-glass storefront windows with small-paned transom 
area and also has a w e l l - a r t i c u l a t e d second f l o o r , bracketed cornice and roof 
balustrade. I t was erected f o r the F a l l River Gas Co., which was organized i n 
1846 and was owned and operated by the F a l l River Iron Works u n t i l 1880, when the 
present company was incorporated. 

This small 2-story, 1-bay 1895 painted bri c k commercial facade has a modernized 
storef r o n t but retains i t s second f l o o r round arched windows, brick c o r b e l l i n g , ; 
and decorative square stone rosette panels set i n rows above each story. The 
bu i l d i n g i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the home, f i r s t of "The Casino," and l a t e r 
of the Bijou Theatre, although only the facade survives from these once lavish 
entertainment f a c i l i t i e s . The Casino i s said to have had a polo r i n k 47' X 100', :. 
14 bowling a l l e y s , 10 pool tables and 2 private assembly rooms. I n 1901 the . 
Casino held the Pan-American Texti l e e x h i b i t from the Pan-American Fair, which 
attra c t e d v i s i t o r s from a l l over the world to view t e x t i l e products. In 1903 * 
the Casino was reconstructed as the Bijou Theatre, which offered dramatic 
productions and road shows. I t was said to be the second theatre i n New England : ' 
to show t a l k i n g pictures. The rear wooden portion of the theatre was demolished Y 
i n 1933 and the b u i l d i n g became the Bijou Restaurant, then the F a l l River Community 
Development Agency. 

10-
18 

PURCHASE STREET 

Buffington Building (1916) Elements loosely adapted from the c l a s s i c a l vocabulary, 
such as the cast stone door entablature, and copper medallion f r i e z e and bracketed 
cornice, are used to ornament t h i s simple pier and spandrel o f f i c e b u i l d i n q . The 
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5-story br i c k structure was designed by Maude Darling-Parlin, f o r many years the 
c i t y ' s only woman arc h i t e c t , f o r James Buffington, a descendant of one of ^ 

. F a l l River's early mayors. The 1928 f i r e gutted most of the i n t e r i o r . 
"*'. ' ',... 

SOUTH MAIN STREET ', . < • ' ' . 

6- Citizens Savings Bank (1928) The architects of t h i s handsome 4-story limestone 
10 bank, the Thomas M. James Co. of Boston, adapted Romanesque forms to embellish ' ' 

the basically f l a t w a l l surface favored during t h i s period. Notable d e t a i l i n g 
includes the 2-story t r i p l e arches at ground l e v e l (now broken by a modern 
marquee), upper story arcade, and corbelled cornice. The buildi n g was constructed 
f o r the Citizens Savings Bank, which was incorporated i n 1851 and moved to t h i s 
s i t e i n 1876, occupying a granite bui l d i n g destroyed i n the 1928 f i r e . * 

20 Union Savings Bank (1921) This bui l d i n g u t i l i z e s a l a t e , f l a t t e n e d version of the 
d i g n i f i e d Renaissance Revival forms favored f o r early 20th century bank buildings. 
The small, largely i n t a c t cast stone structure, designed by the p r o l i f i c l o c a l 

:' • a r c h i t e c t Joseph M. Darling, has a center entrance marked by a bracketed l i n t e l , 
shallow p i l a s t e r s between large metal window bays, a modillion block cornice and 
parapet, and an early ornamental metal marquee. I t was constructed f o r the Union 
Savings Bank, which was incorporated i n 1858 and moved to t h i s s i t e i n 1898. The » 
i n t e r i o r of the bui l d i n g was gutted by the 1928 f i r e , but the exteri o r survived 

"•', except f o r the roof. ... . •.. ' • 

THIRD STREET . . : ' . . ̂' • . 

9 U.S. Customs House and Post Office (1931) This impressive 2-story granite i n s t i t u ­
t i o n a l b u i l d i n g i s square i n plan and occupies a f u l l downtown block. I n style i t 
i s l a t e Renaissance Revival with some Art Deco influence evident i n the flatness 
of the ornament and use of Egyptian palm leaf p i l a s t e r c a p i t a l s . Along the p r i n c i p a l 
facade, arched 2-story windows are framed by shallow p i l a s t e r s and flanked by 
s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g corner p a v i l l i o n s . The bui l d i n g i s crowned by a modillion 
cornice and roof balustrade. Supervising architect James A. Wetmore (1863-1940) 
served f o r some 45 years as ar c h i t e c t u r a l supervisor of the U.S. Treasury Depart-

' A ' ment, during which time at least 2,000 buildings were designed i n his o f f i c e . An 
earlier High Victorian Gothic post office was demolished to make way for this ^ : 

*' . version. •• . y^Y-. 
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and opening of the steamship l i n e to New York City connected F a l l River to the mainstream 
New England transportation network. 
In 1843 the f i r s t of several disastrous downtown f i r e s destroyed the early settlement 
area, which was r e b u i l t w i t h i n a few years. By 1850 F a l l River was an established 
i n d u s t r i a l center, and the economic boom and rapid expansion of the t e x t i l e industry 
following the C i v i l War made i t the leading textile-producing c i t y i n the nation by 
the 1880'So 
Land use i n the c i t y r e f l e c t e d the mill-based economy. M i l l s were located near water 
supplies, working-class tenements sprung up w i t h i n walking distance of the m i l l s , and 
m i l l owners b u i l t mansions i n the Highlands. South Main Street became the favored 
location f o r r e t a i l and commercial enterprises, while government buildings, banks, 
insurance companies, and hotels were concentrated i n the lower North Main Street area • 
which constitutes the present-day Downtown F a l l River H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 
Impressive downtown government buildings symbolized the town's new wealth and success. 
The granite, mansard-roofed Town Hall with i t s t a l l center clock tower stood close to 
the s i t e of today's modern counterpart ( j u s t outside the d i s t r i c t ) , and an even more 
elaborate polychrome High Victorian Gothic post o f f i c e stood on the s i t e of the present 
U.S. Customs House and Post Office. The Bank Street Armory and F a l l River Public 
Library, both large-scale granite buildings dating from the mid-1890's, remain from 
t h i s period of c i v i c ebullience. 

Nearly one-third of the buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are associated with the f i n a n c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s which developed i n response to the expanding i n d u s t r i a l economy„ of 
these, the most s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l l y are the F a l l River Bank, the F a l l River 
Savings Bank, and the B.M.C. Durfee Trust Co. ' The F a l l River Bank was the c i t y ' s 
second bank but the f i r s t t o be chartered i n F a l l River and the f i r s t t o locate i n 
the downtown d i s t r i c t . I t was established i n 1825 and the next year moved to the 
corner of North Main and Bank Streets, where i t s t h i r d b u i l d i n g of^890 remains today 
at 49-59 NOo Mam. In management, the F a l l River Bank was closely t i e d to the ' 
F a l l River Iron Works, a powerful consortium whose shareholders owned a l l or part of 
the F a l l River Manufactory, Annawan, Troy and Metacomet M i l l s , American Pri n t Works 
F a l l River Gas Works, F a l l River Railroad, and Bay State Steamboat Line. The bank's 
f i r s t president was David Anthony, also the founder of the F a l l River Manufactory, who • 
held t h i s post f o r 40 years. The F a l l River Bank was the f i r s t i n the c i t y to be re­
organized as a national bank under the federal l e g i s l a t i o n of 1864," at which time -
Col. Richard Borden became president. Because Borden was also one of the p r i n c i p a l 
organizers and f o r 50 years the treasurer of the F a l l River Iron Works, the bank 
became even more closely associated with t h i s major conglomerate. 
The next bank to be organized, the F a l l River Savings Bank (141 No. Main), was incor-
porated m 1828 under the name F a l l River I n s t i t u t i o n f o r Savings. Like the other 
early banks, many of the founders were involved i n the developing t e x t i l e industry 
The f i r s t president, Micah H. Ruggles, also served as agent f o r the Pocasset M i l l s * > 
from 1837 to 1857 and was instrumental i n the building of the Pocasset M i l l and the 
Granite Block. The bank erected i t s present headquarters i n 1869. 
In 1870_a private banking house, the B.M.C. Durfee & Co., was organized by two prominent . 
loc a l c i t i z e n s , John S. Brayton and his s i s t e r , Mary B. Young. Mrs, Young was the 
remarried widow of Major Bradford Durfee, one of the founders of the F a l l River Iron Works, 

(Continued) 
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and upon his death she inh e r i t e d a large fortune. She i s perhaps best remembered f o r 
her g i f t t o the c i t y of a large t r a c t of land and the f u l l y equipped high school 
s t i l l standing on the s i t e and also named f o r her son, Bradford Matthew Chaloner ^ 
Durfee. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the Durfee bank was closely a l l i e d to the t e x t i l e industry and 
financed the importation of cotton f o r t h r i v i n g mills„ The Braytons also controlled 
the F i r s t National Bank, which was incorporated i n 1864 and was also located i n the 
Durfee Block at 80-84 No. Main a f t e r i t was b u i l t i n 1887, The B.M.C. Durfee Co., by 
then the Durfee Trust, absorbed the F i r s t National Bank i n 1925 and the Massasoit-
Pocasset and Metacomet National Banks a f t e r the 1928 f i r e . 
Of the other six banks associated w i t h present-day buildings i n the d i s t r i c t , the oldest 
i s the Citizens Savings Bank, which opened f o r business i n 1851 and moved to i t s present 
lo c a t i o n i n the mid-1870's, at which time i t shared quarters i n the granite Pocasset 
Bank. The present structxire at 6-10 So. Main i s the bank's t h i r d on the s i t e . I n 1855 
the F a l l River Five Cents Savings Bank was incorporated to encourage small savers. 
Offices were located i n the Pocasset Block and l a t e r the Mt, Hope Block, part of which 
was torn down i n 1914 to make way f o r the present headquarters at 79 No. Main. The ' 
Union Savings Bank was incorporated i n 1869 and has been at the same location since 
1872. The present building at 20 So. Main dates from 1921. 

The F a l l River Cooperative Bank was organized i n 1888 and b u i l t i t s own buildi n g at i 
26-30 Bedford St. a f t e r the 1928 f i r e . The 1919 F a l l River Trust Co. has occupied 
quarters i n the Globe Building at 39-45 No. Main St. since 1920 and i n recent years 
expanded to 25-35 No. Main St. as w e l l . The l a s t downtown bank to be established, Y''Y--''-'^''' 
the F i r s t Federal Savings and Loan Association opened i n the late 1940's and moved '^. '''' c 
t o i t s present building at 1 No. Main St. i n the mid-1950's. ' ' ' 
Because of i t s location at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of major transportation routes, the down­
town d i s t r i c t was the favored s i t e f o r inns and taverns as early as the beginning of 
the 19th century. The only remaining b u i l d i n g associated with the hotel trade i s the 
Mt. Hope Block, b u i l t j u s t a f t e r the f i r e of 1845, which housed one or more hotels u n t i l 
1915 including the Mt. Hope House (1845-1878), The Narragansett (1878-1902), the Evans 
House (1890-1912), and the B r i s t o l House (1902-1915). In the early years, i t was a 
stagecoach stop with a stable i n the rear. 
Three other h i s t o r i c a l l y important hotels are no longer standing. The Wilbur House at 
No. Main and Granite Streets was the leading hostelry of the 1870's and 80's. The elegant 
Hotel Mellen of 1888 remained i n business through 1962 when i t became a temporary City Hall 
and remained i n use u n t i l 1976; i t was demolished shortly thereafter. The Mohican, 
which opened i n 1914, was a remodelling of an e a r l i e r lodging f a c i l i t y at Main and Central 
Streets which dated back to 1847. U n t i l i t was destroyed by the f i r e of 1928, i t was the 
c i t y ' s leading early 20th century h o t e l , accommodating 500 guests. 
The downtown d i s t r i c t was also the home for 23 years of the F a l l River Daily Globe a  
newspaper established i n 1885 as a Democratic r i v a l t o the older and more p a t r i c i a n  
F a l l River Herald. The paper's p o l i t i c s were consistently l i b e r a l , and i t s p r i n c i p a l  
stockholders were small businessmen from the c i t y ' s I r i s h community. The newspaper  
occupied part of the Globe Building at 39-45 No. Main St. from 1906 to 1929, when i t  
was merged with the Herald. 

The Downtown F a l l River H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s role i n Fal l ' -
River's civic and commercial development and as the focus of major examples of 
institutional architecture from the late 19th and early 20th centuries; it meets 
criteria A and C of the National Register, Yj.;- -•. 
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DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Beginning a t a p o i n t located on the southwest corner of T h i r d 
and Bedford S t r e e t s and thence running south, southwesterly on 

• the west l i n e of T h i r d S t r e e t 243.74 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence 
running west, n o r t h w e s t e r l y 151.10 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence 
running n o r t h approximately 100 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running 
west approximately 130 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running n o r t h ­
w e s t e r l y approximately 60 f e e t t o a p o i n t i n the east side of 
South Main S t r e e t , thence running n o r t h i n the east property 
l i n e of South Main S t r e e t , crossing Bedford S t r e e t , and 
c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h on the east p r o p e r t y l i n e of North Main S t r e e t 
f o r a distance of approximately 400 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence 
t u r n i n g west, crossing North Main S t r e e t and running west along 
the south property l i n e of Assessor's Lot #N-9-15, f o r a 

f distance of 137.7 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running n o r t h f o r a 
distance of 112.20 f e e t along the west property l i n e of same 
pr o p e r t y , thence c o n t i n u i n g n o r t h c r o s s i n g Bank S t r e e t t o a 
p o i n t being the n o r t h side property l i n e of Bank S t r e e t , thence 
running west, n o r t h w e s t e r l y t o a p o i n t being the northeast 

.̂  corner of Durfee and Bank S t r e e t s , thence running n o r t h , n o r t h ­
e a s t e r l y t o a p o i n t forming the southeast corner of Durfee and 
Elm S t r e e t s , thence running east, s o u t h e a s t e r l y f o r approximately 
150 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running n o r t h , n o r t h e a s t e r l y , 
crossing Elm S t r e e t , thence f o l l o w i n g the west property l i n e s 
on a n o r t h , n o r t h e a s t e r l y plane of Assessor's P l a t #32, 30 and 

.64 t o a p o i n t , thence running east, s o u t h e a s t e r l y 135.22 f e e t 
t o a p o i n t i n the west side of North Main S t r e e t , thence running 
on a south, s o u t h e a s t e r l y plane, crossing North Main Str e e t t o 
a p o i n t , located on the northwest corner of Assessor's Plat #38, 
thence running east, s o u t h e a s t e r l y along said p l a t f o r a 
distance of 166.67 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running south f o r 
a distance of 68 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running east, south­
e a s t e r l y f o r a distance of 42.05 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running 
south,southwesterly f o r a distance of 57.73 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence 
running east, southeasterly f o r a distance of 58.47 f e e t t o a 
p o i n t , thence running south, southwesterly f o r a distance of 
105.27 f e e t t o a p o i n t i n the n o r t h side of F r a n k l i n S t r e e t , 
thence crossing F r a n k l i n S t r e e t i n a south west plane t o a 
p o i n t forming the northeast corner of Assessor's P l a t #N-7-2, 
thence running south, southwesterly f o r a distance of 89.45 
f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running west, n o r t h w e s t e r l y 47.16 
f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence running south, southwesterly 88.9 f e e t 
t o a p o i n t on the no r t h side of Bank S t r e e t a t property l i n e , 
thence running south, southeasterly across Bank Str e e t t o a 
p o i n t forming the northeast corner of Assessor's P l a t #N-7-49, 
thence running south, southwesterly 90.75 f e e t t o a p o i n t , thence 
running south 72.77 f e e t t o the n o r t h property l i n e of Granite 
S t r e e t , thence running southeast across Granite S t r e e t t o a 
p o i n t forming the northeast corner of Assessor's P l a t #N-7-29, 
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thence running south 58,66 f e e t t o p o i n t , thence running 
south, southwesterly 86.20 f e e t t o a p o i n t forming the 
northwest corner of Bedford and Purchase S t r e e t s , thence 
running south, southwesterly across the i n t e r s e c t i o n of 
Bedford and Purchase St r e e t s t o the northwest corner of 
Assessor's P l a t #N-6-17, thence running east, southeasterly 
212.94 f e e t t o o r i g i n a l s t a r t i n g p o i n t s and encompassing 
a l l p roperty l y i n g w i t h i n the above described boundaries, 
c o n t a i n i n g 308,418 square f e e t of p r i v a t e property or 7.08 
square acres. 



s t r e e t Name NORTH MAIN STREET DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. 

L o t Square 
Historic Name Date B u i l t Current Ov-mer 

1 
" 

N-7-44,45 2080 F i r s t Federal Building 1928 Art Deco F i r s t Federal Savings s Loan Assoc. 

1 North Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 

7-17 N-7-28 4096 Burke Building 1928 
20th Cent- Commercial 
Neo-classical Lorraine M. Couto 

4700 NOo Main St,, Apt. 4K, F a l l River, 02720 

- r . --.-:•'' -

25-35 N-7-27 7369 F a l l River Trust Co. 1929 Neo-classical 
(Adamesquei F a l l River Trust Co„ 

43 NOo Main St., F a l l River, 02720 

1 . • j 

'• 39-45 N-7-12 4566 The Globe Building . - 1906 Neo-classical F a l l River Trust Co. 

43 No. Main St., F a l l River, 02720 

44-46 N-9-15 15,068 1898 Neo-classical Gail F. Nixdorf S Wendy L. Trageser 

Wild Cherry Drive, L i t t l e Compton, RI 02837 

49-59 N-7-13,14 9424 F a l l River National Bank 1890 Late Picturesque 
Commercial Block Bank of New England B r i s t o l County, N.A. 

57 North Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 

52-58 N-9-15 15,068 Bennett Building 1900 Neo-classical Gail Fo Nixdorf & Wendy L. Trageser 

Wild Cherry Drive, L i t t l e Compton, RI 0283 7 

t - ' -. ;.• 



street 

Number 

Name NORTH MAIN 

Map-Plat-Lot No. 

STREET 

Lot Square 
Footage 

DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. •• 

..... 1 
Historic Name Date Built Style Current O.vner ^ 

79 N-7-11 9583 F a l l River Five Cent Savings 1914 Neo-classical F a l l River Five Cent Savings Bank 

79 North Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 

80 N-lO-47 8787 Durfee Block 1887 Victorian Brick 
Commercial Benjamin M. Gottlieb et a l 

80 North Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 

85 N-7-48 3824 C.1915 Brick Commercial Alan Co Biszko S James J, Karem 

No. Main Realty Trust 
4 Lark Street, F a l l River, 02720 

91-105 N-7-1 8959 Mtc Hope Block c,1845 Greek Revival 
Commercial Block Ronald J. Ferris S Robert S. Karem 

.. ... 281 No. Eastern Ave., F a l l River, 02720 « 

94 N-10-46 31,344 F a l l River Public Library 1898 I t a l i a n Renaissance Mayor Carlton M. Viveiros 

City of F a l l River 
One Government Center, F a l l River, 02722 

y 

141 N-8-37 106,040 The Old Red Bank 1869/1954/1976 
High I t a l i a n a t e 
w/additions F a l l River Savings Bank 

'- 141 North Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 i 

150 N-10-32 10,736 Masonic Temple 1922 Neo-classical James J. Karem & Michael Biszko 

154 No. Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 ^ 



s t r e e t Name NORTH MAIN STREET DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. 

Lot Square 
Historic Name Date Buil t Style Current Owner 

152-158 N-10-30,33 8657 Horton Building 1897 
Brick 
Commercial 

Henry J. and Ann Bo Feitelberg 

676 Madison Street, F a l l River, 02720 

155 N-8-38 9905 F a l l River Gas Co. 1911 Classical Revival F a l l River Gas Co. 

155 No. Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 

162-164 N-10-64,31 2830 1895 Victorian Commercial JIL Corporation 

c/o Samuel M i l l e r 
P. 0. Box 1733, F a l l River, 02722 

•i 

- -

. . ... ...... . ... , . ,! . 

. ..J,. . .-^ . . . 

"-. . . . li^-n.- .... 

• . ... - . 



s t r ee t Name FRANKLIN STREET DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. 

Lot Square 
Historic Name Date Built Stvle Current O.'/ner 

' 21-23 N-7-1 ' ' ' • 8959 1908 
Early 20th Century 
Commercial Ronald J. Ferris & Robert S. Karem 

281 No. Eastern Ave., F a l l River, 02723 

31-37 N-7-2 6950 Police A t h l e t i c League 1884 Late Victorian 
(Neo-Grec) F a l l River Police A t h l e t i c League, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 128, F a l l River, 02722 

34 N-8-51 11,360 Belmont Club/John Young House c.1845 Greek Revival John Ro Brennan 

153 Belmont Street, F a l l River, 02720 

-.- ' ' -. • • .A- ' • • 

•'-" i^A: • •! y - i y -y y • --- yy . -:, 

!%. . -. ' y ..." ' 1 j • " I - - • - . 

I... - . • . • 

m . ' \ 1 ... , 



S t r e e t Name PURCHASE STREET DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. 

Lot Square 
Historic Name Date B u i l t Current 0\'mer 

10-18 N-7-39 2936 Buffington Building 1916 
Neo-classical 
Revival Samuel M i l l e r S Edward J. Nasser 

P. Oo Box 1733, F a l l River, 02722 

f . . „ " : - - . 

... 1 

" - i 

- • 
j ; . 

i i . . .. y !• .. 
j-,,. 

-

i 

i ' r : ... . 1 



Street 

Number 

Name BANK STREET 

Map-Plat-Lot No. 
Lot Square 
Footage 

... , . _ . . 

DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. . • •.. : -• -t-: 
! " • ' • • - . . y. . ^ 

H i s t o r i c Name Date B u i l t Stvle Current fĥ mp-r ' 

72 N-lO-48 36,573 Bank S t r ee t Armory 1895-1897 Romanesque Rev iva l Mayor C a r l t o n M. V i v e i r o s 

C i t y o f F a l l River 
One Government Center , F a l l R i v e r , 02722 

!"' r- --v.-" - ' 

• 

i • .Vl 1.... .-

^-a -. . 1 i 

i. . - - '. ^ 

' - ' A j V^ 



Street 

Number 

Name THIRD STREET DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. . : 

Current 0\vrner 

Street 

Number 
Lot Square 

Map-Plat-Lot No. Footage H i s t o r i c Name Date B u i l t Style Current 0\vrner 

9 N-6-17 44,857 
U.S. Customs House and 

Post O f f i c e 1931 
Late Renaissance 

R e v i v a l Uni ted Sta tes Pos ta l Serv ice 

NOo East Region, Rm. 3212 
33rd S t r e e t s 8 th Avenue 

New York , NY 10098 

1 • 
- •- y : . 

-'. '' • . • • ••• - . *• . " • 

• i ' • - . ^ 



s t r ee t Name BEDFORD STREET DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. A'A^-awtiii 

Lot Square 

1 

16-18 N-7-6 1150 Coughlin Building 1929 Brick Commercial F i r s t Federal Savings & Loan Assoc. 

- • . 
1 North Main Street, F a l l River, 02720 

f 22 N-7-42 1454 R. A. Wilcox Co. 1951 Art Deco Robert Ao Wilcox Co. 

.. • ... . • -™ 22 Bedford Street, F a l l River, 02720 

26-30 N-7-40 1598 F a l l River Cooperative Bank 1929 Art Deco F a l l River Co-Operative Bank 

''• .. •.. -
30 Bedford Street, F a l l River, 02720 

yy 33 N-6-5,6 6408 1950 Modern Citizens Savings Bank 

6 South Main Street, F a l l River, 02721 

- • i 

' i 



street Name SOUTH MAIN STREET DOWNTOWN FALL RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, FALL RIVER, MASS. 

Lot Square 
Number Map-Plat-Lot No. Footage Historic Name Date Built Style Current Owner 

6-10 N-6-1,2 4229 Citizens Savings Bank 1928 Romanesque Citizens Savings Bank 

6 South Main Street, F a l l River, 02721 

i - - :;. 

20 N-6-3 4063 Union Savings Bank 1921,1928 
Neo-classical 
Commercial Union Savings Bank 

20 South Main Street, F a l l River, 02721 

tv • ' -..1 

I-.. 

— 

i 
- . 

1 

'• 
1 

I 

• 
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Union Savings Bank 
20 South Main Street 
Fall River, MASS 02721 

Chairman 
State Review Board 
Massacnusetts Historical Coranission 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

RE: 20 South Main Street, Fall River, Mass., 
nominaticjn to National Register 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

building numbered 20 South Main Street, i ^ ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^aid location 

San the union savings Bank has any interest xn said property. 

Savings Bank 

September 2, 19B2 

BRISTOL, SS. 

COMMONWEALTH OP MASSACHUSETTS 

Pall River 

„ t s^j^z^^ rsroŜ  rtptaŜ t fc-
^% foAS. is true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

Charles I . Tucker, Notary Public 

My c onmission eaqjires: 5/19/83 



P A L L R I V E R T R U S T CO. 
Main Office • 43 North iVlain Street, Fail River, Massachusetts 02722 

Objections to L i s t i n g i n National Register 
of Historic Places 

The F a l l River Trust Company, a Massachusetts banking corporation, with 
a p r i n c i p a l place of business at 43 North Main Street, F a l l River, Massachusetts, 
being the sole owner of the premises designated as 33, 41, and 43 North Main 
Street, F a l l River, Massachusetts, and 16 Granite Street, F a l l River, Mass­
achusetts and sole owner of the drive-i n premises located on Granite Street, 
F a l l River, Massachusetts, and sole owner of the parking l o t on Purchase Street 
located between Granite Street and Bank Street, F a l l River, Massachusetts, 
which are parcels otherwise designated as lo t s numbered 12, 16, 26, 27 and 49 
on map N-7 of the Assessors of the City of F a l l River, Massachusetts, i n 
accordance with the rights given to i t by the National Historic Preservation 
Act Amendment of 1980 and Federal regulations 36 CPR Part 60, does hereby 
object to the l i s t i n g of any and a l l of the aforesaid parcels of real estate 
i n the National Registry of Historic Places. 

In witness whereof. The F a l l River Trust Company has caused these presents 
to be executed i n i t s name and behalf by Thomas H. Nabb, Jr., i t s President 
thereunto duly authorized, on t h i s eighth day of October, 1982. 

FALL RIVER TRUST COMPANY 

A By; ̂ %A^.^f-yy^ i^t^UYA-^. 
* * Thomas H. Nabb, Jr., Presiden ent 

- ' • : COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS ' - ' • • 
BRISTOL, ss .r̂ .̂.,y:Ay, ? . , . , FALL RIVER October 8, 1982 

Then personally appeared the above name Thomas H. Nabb, Jr., President 
as aforesaid, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument to be the free act 
and deed of the F a l l River Trust Company before me. 

. JAYf A/c^.^^ 
vters'eph A. Faria, Notary Public 

My c6mmission expires January 18, 1985. 

- J — ^ 

FIRST WITH BRANCH BANKING IN GREATER FALL RIVER 



O B J E C T I O N TO L I S T I N G I N N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

The F a l l R i v e r P e o p l e s C o - o p e r a t i v e Bank , a M a s s a c h u s e t t s bank ing 
c o r p o r a t i o n , w i t h p r i n c i p a l p l a c e of bus iness at 30 B e d f o r d S t ree t , F a l l 
R i v e r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , be ing the so le o w n e r of the p r e m i s e s l o c a t e d at 
Z6 & 30 B e d f o r d S t r ee t , F a l l R i v e r , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , w h i c h p a r c e l s a r e 
o t h e r w i s e d e s i g n a t e d as l o t s n u m b e r e d Z9, 31, 40, 41 and 111 on p l a n N - 7 
of the A s s e s s o r s of the C i t y o f F a l l R i v e r , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the r i g h t s -
g i v e n to i t by the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n A c t A m e n d m e n t s of 1980 
and F e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s 36 C F R P a r t 60, does h e r e b y o b j e c t to the l i s t i n g 
of any and a l l of the a f o r e s a i d p a r c e l s of r e a l es ta te i n the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t r y 
of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . ,• 

I n w i t n e s s w h e r e o f . The F a l l R i v e r Peop le s C o - o p e r a t i v e Bank has 
caused these p r e s e n t s to be execu ted i n i t s name and beha l f by Joseph 
Costa , J r . , i t s T r e a s u r e r t h e r e u n t o d u l y a u t h o r i z e d , on t h i s e igh th day 
of O c t o b e r , 198^. 

• The F a l l R i v e r Peop l e s ^ ' " 
;„ C o - o p e r a t i v e B a n k 

Jos 

C O M M O N W E A L T H O F ^ A S S A C H U S E T T S 

B r i s t o l , ss . F a l l R i v e r O c t o b e r 8, 198Z 

T h e n p e r s o n a l l y a p p e a r e d the above n a m e d Joseph Cos ta , J r . , 
T r e a s u r e r as a f o r e s a i d , and a c k n o w l e d g e d the f o r e g o i n g i n s t r u m e n t 
to be the f r e e act and deed of The F a l l R i v e r Peop le s C o - o p e r a t i v e 
Bank , b e f o r e m e , . 

\ . ..^ . - • 
M a r i e D . T h o m p s o n , N o t a r y P u b l i c 
M y c o m m i s s i o n e x p i r e s M a y 6, 1983 



l(jm1m\ 
OBJECTION TO LISTING IN NATIONAL REGISTER 

OF HISTORIC PLACES ' 

The F i r s t Federal Savings and Loan As s o c i a t i o n of Massa­

chusetts a Federal a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h p r i n c i p a l place of business 

at One North Main S t r e e t , F a l l River, Massachusetts, being the 

sole owner of the premises designated as One North Main St r e e t 

and 16 - 18 Bedford S t r e e t , F a l l River, Massachusetts, i n a 

no t i c e t o pro p e r t y owners dated August 26, 1982, i n accordance 

w i t h the r i g h t s given t o i t by the Na t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Preserva­

t i o n Act Amendments of 1980 and Federal r e g u l a t i o n s 36 CFR Part 

60, does hereby o b j e c t t o the l i s t i n g of any and a l l of the 

af o r e s a i d parcels of r e a l e state i n the Nat i o n a l R e g i s t r y of 

H i s t o r i c Places. 

I n witness whereof. F i r s t Federal Savings and Loan Associa­

t i o n of Massachusetts has caused these presents t o be executed 

i n i t s name and behalf by Robert F. Stoico, i t s President t h e r e ­

unto duly a u t h o r i z e d , on t h i s e i g h t h day of October 1982. 

F i r s t Federal Savings And Loan 
Ass o c i a t i o n Of Massachusetts 

By: 
Robert F. S t o i c o , P r e s i d e n t 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

BRISTOL, SS. FALL RIVER OCTOBER 8, 1982 

Then p e r s o n a l l y appeared the above named Robert F. Stoico, 
President as a f o r e s a i d , and acknowledged the foregoing instrument 
t o be the f r e e act and deed of F i r s t Federal Savings and Loan 
Assoc i a t i o n of Massachusetts, before me. 

John G. Winters, NOTARY PUBLIC 
, My commission expires J u l y 8, 1988 



JAmirni 

Objection to L i s t i n g i n National Register, 

of H i s t o r i c Places 

The F a l l River Five Cents Savings Bank, a Massachusetts 
banking c o r p o r a t i o n , w i t h a p r i n c i p a l place of business at 
79 North Main S t r e e t , F a l l River, Massachusetts, being the . 
sole owner of the premises a t 79 North Main Street i n a not i c e 
to property owners dated August 26, 1982, i n accordance w i t h 
the r i g h t s given to i t by the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act Amendments of 1980 and Federal Regdations enacted 
pursuant t h e r e t o , does hereby o b j e c t to the l i s t i n g of any and 
a l l of the aforesaid premises i n the National Registry of 
H i s t o r i c Places. 

In witness whereof, the F a l l River Five Cents Savings Bank 
has caused these presents to be executed i n i t s name and behalf 
by Donald A. Bogle, i t s President, thereunto duly authorized, 
on t h i s t w e l f t h day of October, 1982. 

, • FALL RIVER FIVE CENTS SAVINGS BANK 

By : /yJ/r:<l(^Al _ 
Donald A. Bogle, Pr^.^ident 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

BRISTOL, SS. - October 12, 1982 

Then personal l y appeared the above named Donald A. Bogle, 
President as af o r e s a i d , and acknowledged the foregoing i n s t r u - ' 
ment to be the f r e e act and deed of the F a l l River Five Cents 
Savings Bank, before me, 

~~^̂ Fĉ 7YAAr~^̂ ^̂  Public 
My commission expires: .^^i^^ 7/Y^Y 

.A'iy-. 'APA. 



A Double Al Realty Corp. 
1 North Main Street 
Fall River, Massachusetts 02720 
(617) 678-1557 or (617) 674-2323 

'••..il. 

difiAt 

James E. Harrington, Pres. 
John T. Scjnlon, Vice-Pres. 

Octohei 12f 1982 

Double J Realty Corporation owners of the property 
, at 7-17 North Main Street, Fall River, Massachusetts, 

sole owners of said property hereby object to the 
creation of a historic district and the inclusion of 
i t s property in such district and listed in the , 

. National Registry of Historic places. 

/ . 

DOUBLE J REALTY CORPORATION 

^ AA ^ A  
^^i^^^ro ^- Y/Y^^yyyy-y 

James E, Harrington, President 

Y-
J/Dhri' T. Scanlon, Vice PresTreasurer 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Fall River 

P e r s o n a l l y a p p e a r e d b e f o r e me - James E , H a r r i n g t o n , 
P r e s i d e n t f o f a f o r e s a i d , and J o h n T . S c a n l o n , T r e a s u r e r 
a n d a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e f o r e g o i n g i n s t r u m e n t t o be t h e f r e e 
a c t a n d d e e d o f DOUBLE J REALTY CORPORATION. -

y 

My Commission expires. 

Alj 
yjAnc.:. ^y 

a y . v.yAAjy 



n r . M i Y J. r r i T r L H E i i G 

C7«i MADI.SON STREET 

F A L L R I V E U , MASSACHUSETTS 02720 

Objdd 

. . . 5ACHUSETTS 
i ! Y A J te 

October 12, 1982 J I -I YAYl 

'H CONNOLLY 
Hi^r. COMM. :e 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski ' «' -
Executive Director 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
H,TSsacliu.'=set Ls Tl i s t o r i c p l Conimi .cjsj.on 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski; RE: Objection to L i s t i n g 
of HORTON BUILDING 
152 - 158 No.Main St. 
Fa l l River, MA 02722 
Owned by Henry J. and 
Ann B. Feitelberg 

We, as owners, wish to object to the nomination of our 
property to the National Register as we have no present 
plans or desire to change the building's appearance in 
any way. , • . • , • • • -i^' 

. Respectfully, 

Henry J. Feitelberg 

Iatlonal 
trd on 
of the 
i t 
• nominations. 

ion to 
• a 
forwarded 
obj ect 
ter. 

•.nation. 
•: Mr. 
Ice, 

Ann B. Feitelberg 

Subscribed to and sworn before me th i s 12th day of 
October, 1982. 

.on, 
,s 



WOV 81982 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l l l R r f I Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 
H I Q T r i R I P A l Boston, Massachusetts 
n i O I V j n i O M l - 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 'Ay.A-''. Secretary of State 
- ; October 29, 1982 ' '••^-.•"' "''•'' Y'-'- ' -y • 

Barry Hodge, Division Attorney 
108 Frederick Street 

• McAlister Plaza ••• ̂  •••;:.;.'-;.;;•>..;-!.•'••• ••• v 
P.O. Box 2148 
Greenville, S.C. 29602 ' ' : 

RE: Davis Mills Buildings #1, 2, 3 
Arkwright Building #1 

Dear Mr. Hodge: 

The above referenced property was considered for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places by the Massachusetts State Review Board on 
October 13, 1982. After much deliberation over the significance of the 
building and your objection to i t s listing, the Board voted that i t 
appeared to meet the criteria for evaluation of National Register nominations. 

The State Historic Preservation Officer vdll forward this nomination to 
the Keeper of the National Register within the next few weeks for a 
final decision on e l i g i b i l i t y . Your notarized objection w i l l be forwarded 
along with the nomination. Because a majority of owners did not object 
to listing, the Keeper may l i s t the calI^Jlex in the National Register. 

Your objection w i l l be forwarded to the Keeper along with the nomination. 
I f you wish, you may submit another letter directly to the Keeper: Mr. 
Jerry Rogers, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 

We sincerely hope that you w i l l consider withdrawing your objection, 
since your property represents an important aspect of Fall River's 
history. 

' -v-: y- : • .••'<t£.'.«^;^';:^. •.•":.r^''-'^." ' A'-'.YY:Y^ -• "'AY':,-^ 
Sincerely, ' , • . 

'\Y 

Candace Jfenkins 
RegistratiQi/Director 
Massachusetts Historical Ccamdssion 

CJ/sac 

cc: B i l l Hargraves, Fall River Office of Historic Preservation 



TTNTTED 
MERCHANTS 
LEWISTON S T R E E T • F A L L R IVER, MASS. 02722 

November 23, 1982 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Davis M i l l s Building #2 
Quequechan Street, F a l l River, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Rogers: ' , 

I t i s my understanding that the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission w i l l , w i t h i n the next few weeks, 
forward to your o f f i c e a nomination of the captioned prop­
erty for inclusion i n the National Register of His t o r i c 
Places, and w i l l include with such nomination a copy of a 
notarized statement from me objecting, on behalf of United 
Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc., to such l i s t i n g . 

As i s evident from the enclosed copy of a l e t t e r 
of today's date to the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 
there has been some confusion over i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of various 
m i l l properties located i n the City of F a l l River. At the 
present time, the only structure owned by United Merchants 
and Manufacturers, Inc. and located i n the City of F a l l River 
with respect to which we have received n o t i f i c a t i o n of pro­
posed l i s t i n g from the Commission i s Davis M i l l s Building #2. 

My understanding of the procedures of the Massachu­
setts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, based on a conversation with 
one of i t s s t a f f members, i s that the Commission has viewed 
the question of the proposed l i s t i n g of Davis M i l l s Building 
#2 w i t h i n the context of a geographical area the boundaries 

•A: 

UNITED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS, INC. 



''~yWj^iA^vr '^^ • 'J */*'wTf y% 

AA":' 
YYf.y-,. -Ay 

UNITED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS, INC. 
-t-yy.;., 

.A A ' Jerry Rogers j - 2 - November 23, 1982 
'A- : \ ' ' .'f'" •'.". -y"'''' . ' - - y •. • 

of which have been set i n somewhat a r b i t r a r y fashion. I 
understand, f u r t h e r , that the Commission has not received " * 

* objections to National Register L i s t i n g from a majority of 
the owners of the discrete parcels of real estate located 
w i t h i n this geographical area. The Commission has informed 
me, i n consequence, of i t s i n t e n t i o n to forward a nomination 
of Davis #2 to your o f f i c e . . 

I am aware that 36CFR 60.2 (c) expressly disclaims 
any intent to restrain private property interests. However, 
constraints on the local level exist, and additional re­
strictions stemming from both State and local regulatory 
action may develop, with respect to structures classified 

Y- -;. as "Historic". 
••' .'Y'^-'' 

Y., Please regard t h i s l e t t e r as a further request that 
A^*Y the Davis M i l l s Building #2 property owned by United Merchants 
^ and Manufacturers, Inc., and located on Quequechan Street, 

F a l l River, Massachusetts be excluded from the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

^''•-•'yy'-y.YA Thank you for your consideration. 

* , . , Very t r u l y yqfurs^, 
• '••A'l.-'f .•''"•'•'• 

"'•'A 

y Barry Hodge 
BH:jfd Ay-.- Assistant General Counsel 

Encl..^" • A^-y.;^ ' • • f 

cc: Mr. S. Greenwald 
Herbert J. Tamres, Esq. 

4 
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TTNTTED 
J\/1ERCHANTS 
LEWISTON S T R E E T • F A L L R IVER. MASS. 02722 

•Sit: Y" 

November 23, 1982 

Ms. Candace Jenkins , 
Registration Director * 
Massachusetts Historical Commission ' ...•.-..:.... .Y 
294 Washington Street ĵ --'yy- .. '•--• yY .? 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Jenkins: -.y'Y-' 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of October 29, 1982 on 
the subject of Davis M i l l s Buildings #1, #2, #3, and 
Arkwright Building #1. 

Based on a conversation with Ms, Fitch of your 
o f f i c e , i t would appear that the nomenclature used by tbe 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission i n i d e n t i f y i n g the 
above l i s t e d structures d i f f e r s from that used by United 
Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc. For the record, we 
seem to agree on the i d e n t i t i e s of Davis M i l l s Buildings 
#1 and #2. The structure located on Quequechan Street 
and i d e n t i f i e d by the Commission as Arkwright Building #1 
is known to the corporation as Davis M i l l s Building #3. 

. The properties located on Lewiston Street i n F a l l River, 
and known to the Commission as the Chace M i l l s , are identi­
f i e d f o r corporate purposes as Arkwright structures. 

The Notices from your o f f i c e dated August 26, 1982 
which were provided to the corporation i d e n t i f i e d Davis 
M i l l s Building #1 and #2, and Arkwright #1, as being under 
consideration for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of 
His t o r i c Places. I t would appear, based on the discussion 
set f o r t h above, that these Notices referred to the three 
(3) structures located on Quequechan Street. United 
Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc. i s the sole owner of 

UNITED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS. INC. 



UNITED MERCHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS, INC. 

Ms. Candace Jenkins - 2 - November 23, 1982 

record of Davis M i l l s Building #2. Roma Chemical, Inc. i s 
the owner of record of Davis M i l l s Building #1. In August 
of 1982, Arkwright #1 (Davis #3) was sold by United Merchants 
to the Quaker Fabric Corporation, 941 Grinnell Street, F a l l 
River, Massachusetts 02722. ^ 

As set f o r t h i n my notarized statement of October 5, 
1982, United Merchants and Manufacturers, Inc. objects to tbe 
l i s t i n g cf Davis M i l l s Building #2 i n the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. > , 

* . Very t r u l y yours, 

Barry Hodge 
Assistant General Counsel 

BH:jfd 

cc: Mr. S. Greenwald 
Herbert J. Tamres, Esq, 
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' KJOMlNA-TlOiVi 

THE 

Cut 
SAVINGS BANKY Fkll River, Mass. y 

November 23, I982 

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 

BE: OBJECTIQN TO LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
1+ SOUTH MAIN STREET 
FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

We have been Infonned by Candace Jenkins, Registration Director for the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission that the Massachvisetts State Review Board is 
forwarding to your office the nomination of our building to the National Register, 
We have been further infomed that your office will make the final decision on 
eligibility. 

The purpose of this letter i s to inform you that we continue to be 
opposed to such a listing. We do not feel that our biiilding, built in 1928, i s 
either historically or architecturally distinguished, nor is i t part of any readily 
identifiable classification or grouping of buildings. We feel that the strictures 
res\xlting from the listing would be an unwarranted intrusion into our freedom of 
action with respect to our building, and that the esthetics aisaply do not Justify 
such action in our case. 

We are in no way opposed to the goeils or programs of the National Register 
or the preservation concept as a general matter, but we strongly feel that the 
program i s inappropriate when applied to a bviilding such as ours. 

Your understanding and appreciation of our situation i s sincerely requested. 

Vex3̂  truly yours. 

Thomas A. Ryan 
President 

TAR/pam 

4 SOUTH MAIN STREET. FALL RIVER. MASS. 02720 



6kd 
lYmWrn ~dit^. Y 

Objection to L i s t i n g i n N a t i o n a l Register  
of H i s t o r i c Places 

The C i t i z e n s Savings Bank, a Massachusetts banking 
c o r p o r a t i o n , w i t h a p r i n c i p a l place of business a t 4 South Main 
S t r e e t , F a l l River, Massachusetts, being the sole owner of the 
premises designated as 4 South Main S t r e e t , Massachusetts, which 
was i n c o r r e c t l y i d e n t i f i e d as 6-10 South Main S t r e e t i n a n o t i c e 
to p r o p e r t y owners dated August 26, 1982, and also being the sole 
owner of the premises designated as 33 Bedford S t r e e t , F a l l 
R iver, Massachusetts, and the sole owner of the premises 
designated as 17 Second S t r e e t , F a l l River, Massachusetts, which 
parcels are otherwise designated as l o t s numbered 1, 2, 5 and 6 
on plan N-6 of the Assessors of the C i t y of F a l l River, i n 
accordance w i t h the r i g h t s given t o i t by the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Act Amendments of 1980 and Federal r e g u l a t i o n s 36 
CFR Part 60, does hereby o b j e c t t o the l i s t i n g of any and a l l of 
the a f o r e s a i d parcels of r e a l e s t a t e i n the National Registry of 
H i s t o r i c Places. 

I n witness whereof. The C i t i z e n s Savings Bank has caused 
these presents t o be executed i n i t s name and behalf by Thomas A. 
Ryan, i t s President thereunto duly a u t h o r i z e d , on t h i s e i g h t h day 
of August, 1982. 

THE CITIZENS SAVINGS BANK 

By: 
Thomas A. Ryan, President 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
-. BRISTOL, ss. F a l l River September 8, 1982 

Then pe r s o n a l l y appeared the above named Thomas A. Ryan, 
President as a f o r e s a i d , and acknowledged the foregoing instrument 
to be the f r e e act and deed of The C i t i z e n s Savings Bank, before 
me, 

Robert A. Bogle, J r . ONOTARY PUBLIC 
My oommission expires November 7, 19 86 



F A L L R I V E R T R U S T CO. 
Main Office - 43 North Mam Street, Fall River, Massachusetts 02722 

. ) December 6, 1982 

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Keeper of the National Register :'; 
National Park Service ' • 
Department of the I n t e r i o r " 
Washington, D. C. 20000 " 

Re: Objection to L i s t i n g of 
F a l l River Trust Company Building >• 
43 North Main St. ' : 
F a l l River, Mass. , 

' . \ " ' ''• . . y A " 
Dear Mr. Rogers: ' • 

On October 8, 1982, we objected to our building being l i s t e d i n 
the National Register of Hist o r i c Places, and we sent a l e t t e r enclosing 
our notarized objection to th i s l i s t i n g . 

This l e t t e r was sent to Pa t r i c i a L. Weslowski, Executive Director, 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 
294 Washington Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108. 

We received a l e t t e r dated October 29, 1982, informing us that our 
objection had not been recognized and the l i s t i n g i n National Register 
had been forwarded to you for nomination. 

We again wish to object to the l i s t i n g of our building i n the 
National Register, and we are enclosing a copy of our o r i g i n a l notarized 
objection and sincerely hope you w i l l recognize our request. ..' 

Sincerely, 

FALL RIVER TRUST COMPANY 

Thomas H. Nabb, Jr. ''YYy. ' 
President 

FIRST WITH BRANCH BANKING IN GREATER FALL RIVER 


