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The Lee Lower Main Street Historic District covers approximtely 15 acres i n the
center of Lee and enconpasses 18"buil dings and an oval park. The districti s
conposed of primarily comrercial buildings at itsnorthern end, and m xed resi-
dential, governnment, and religious buildings at t hesouthern end. Althoughthe
predom nant architectural styles areltalianate, Renaissance Revival and French
Mansard, thedistrict also includes exanples of Federal, Ronmanesque Revival, and e
Shingle Style. Wiile some of thecommercial buildings have been altered at *
street level by theaddition of nmodern signs and display wi ndows, thechanges are
not irreversible and areoverwhel ned by t heessential 19th century character of

the streetscape.

The visual focal point of thesouth end of thedistrict i stheFirst Congregational
Church, designed by A L. Clark of Pittsfield andbuilt i n1858. The building

is abeautiful exanple of NewEngland vernacul ar Romanesque Revival architecture,

and i sdistinguished by itsgraceful bhell tower and steeple and arched openings. <«
The interior i salsoremarkable with itsimtation oak-grained woodwork and walls

and ceilings painted i ntrompe-1'oeil t oappear t ohave ornanental nmolding and
pilasters. Awsingle story wing containing theparish hall and offices was added

in 1965. The addition was designed by G A Day and repeats thestyle of the K

original building i nits use of arches.

The First Congregational Church overlooks an oval park which retains its original .
dimensions and i sringed by aniron-rail fence with posts of Lee marble. Amarker
in thesoutheast portion of thepark notes thelocation of thefirst meeting house
built i nLee i n1780. A combination drinking fountain and watering trough designed
in 1899 by Dani el Chester French and executed i nLee marble by local stonecutter
Dante Baccolini, has been noved t o a spot i nthenorthwest portion of the park
fromits original location outside theNorthrup Block at Main and Railroad Streets.

|
Standing next tothechurch and joining thepark area totheMin Street comercial
section i sMenorial Hall (1874), which functions asthetown hall and courthouse.
The mansard building was erected as anmenorial tolee's Civil Wr dead, andi s red
brick on arusticated marble foundation. There aretwo turrets onthenorthwest
and southwest corners of thebuilding, and arched dorners break t hemansard roofline.
String courses, keystones, colums and staircasesareChio freestone. Shingles have
replaced theoriginal slate roof, and t hedecorative ironwork that once crowned
the turrets has been renoved.

Anong t hebusiness blocks which line Main Street i stheBaird and Benton Bl ock
(also called t heBookless Block). The handsone, three-story brick building i s
divided into five bays which are defined by brick pilasters and sandstone belt
courses. Each bay contains triple banks of windows (with t heexception of the
second bay fromtheleft) onthesecond and third stories. The wi ndows have narble
sills and sandstone lintels with acanthus |eaf keystones, and thespandrel of the
second floor center bank i sdecorated with incised floral medallions. The original

street-level brick arcade has been nmasked by recent brick or glazed tile false
facades, and a half-mansard roof with five oculus w ndows was renoved after 1886.
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The Lee Lower Main Street District i ssignificant not only as a handsone 19t h
century town center, but also for itshistoric association with the devel opment
of t hepaper-making andmarble industries i ntheUnited States.

Wth itswde variety of buildings, thedistrict presents arecord of changing
styles i n19th andearly twentieth century architecture. Thestructures on the
west side of Main Street generally date fromthefirst half of the19th century,
while those ontheeast side replace buildings destroyed i ndisastrous firesi n
1857 and 1911 andrepresent later periods.

Lee's marble quarrying business haditseffect upon thedistrict visually and
economcally. Visually, Lee's access tomarble as a building material shaped
the architectural quality of thedistrict. Leemrble i sseen i nlocal
construction as i t appears i nsuch buildings asthelLeelibrary, Park Building,
Oran Bl ock and Phal en Bl ock.

Economi cal |y, prosperity resulting fromtheindustry contributed tothegrowh
of thearea. Lee's native marble, which began t o be marketed i nquantity after
1850, was noted for its whiteness, strength, andfreedom fromimpurities.
Capabl e of withstanding pressures of upt 023,000 pounds per square inch without
crumbling (the normal strength being 13,000 pounds psi), i t nade an excellent
building material andwas used i nt heconstruction of thewest wing of theU S
Capitol (1853-65) andas a base for t heWshington Monument. O her buildings
in which Leemarble was used were Girard College, City Hall andDrexel Building
in Philadelphia; theState House Annex andPublic Library interior i nBoston;
the Court House i n Baltimore; andSt. Patrick's Cathedral in New York.

Lee's prosperity fromits paper manufacturing concerns also played a partin

the gromth of theMain Street. Not only did papermaking support thelocal '
econony, but manufacturers who lived i nLeeoften invested i nthedevel opment

of business blocks onMin Street. Thefirst paper mill i nLeewashbuilt i n 1806
by Samuel Church, a settler from East Hartford, Connecticut. By 1857 Lee had
becone t henation's leading paper manufacturer with 25 mills andan annual product-
ion of $2million. Although thecommunity lost its nunber onerank t o Holyoke,
Massachusetts after 1860, t heindustrial growth continued until a flood i n 1886
wi ped out nost of themills.

The two narmes nost promnently associated with papermaking i nLeeare Snithand
Hurlbut. Elizur Smth, aprincipal i nthefirm of Platner § Smth sincel1835,
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e of thehighlights of thedistrict i sthelLee National Bank (c. 1835),

a Y5 story Renaissance Revival structure, which i sthree bays wide and five
deep with a single bay wing projecting south. The brick building i spainted
and has a facade gable and cornice ornamented with brackets and dentils.

The central entrance i saccented with a projecting porch which has an arched
pedi ment supported by fluted colums. @ either side of t hedoor are arched
windows with marble sills andlintels and set i nrecessed segmental arches.

Termnating thedistrict onthenorth end i sthe Leelibrary (1907) whichi s
beautifully sited onaknoll overlooking Main Street. TheClassical Revival
building i snade of rusticated Lee marble with smooth-cut marble architrave,
quoins, belt courses, sills, andlintels. Theterra-cotta hip roof i stopped
by a copper cupola. Clerestory w ndows under thedone illuminate the interior
main hall. Thearched main entrance i srecessed under a classical gable
entabl ature that i ssupported by two lonic colums. Véod Ionic colums form
mul I ions between thetriple windows onthemin (west) facade "and t he double
wi ndows ont heremaining facades. A wi ndow bay projects fromt he east

facade of thebuilding.

organized theSmth Paper Conpany i n 1865 which i soperated today as the
Peter J. Schweitzer Division of Kimberly Clark Corporation. Smith's mills
were thelargest i nthecountry i ntheir time and arecredited with the first
practical use of wood pulp i nthemanufacture of paper.

Thonmas Hur | but organi zed t he Hur | but Paper Conmpany i n 1856 and hi s mill
operates today astheMad Corporation. Wlliam and Cutler Laflin, who
operated amill i nLeeuntil 1837, subsidized Horace Greeley t othree nonths'

credit for newsprint stock allowing himtolaunch publication of the New
York Tribune.

Two of thebuildings which were built by paper manufacturing famlies were
the Baird Block (1857) and the Baird and Benton Block (1875). The first
was owned by George Baird and hi s brother Prentice, and t he second was al so
owned by George Baird i npartnership with WIlliam Benton. The Baird famly
were manufacturers of paper collars, and t heBentons produced fine writing
paper.
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Wellington Smth House (Kelly Ftineral Home), c. 1830
Park Building, 1914

Mor gan House, c. 1817

Pease Store (MClelland Drugs), c.1850

Lee National Bank, c.l835

Northrup Block (Consolati Block), 1856

Lee Library, 1907

Baird Bl ock (Rossi Block), c.1857

Morey Block, c. 1857

10. Qman Bl ock, c. 1880

11.  Phelan Bl ock, c. 1916

12. Baird & Benton Block (Bookless Block), c.1860
13.  Menorial Hall, 1874

14,  First Congregational Church, 1857

15.  Parsonage, 1851

16. 14 Park Place, c.1870

17. 10 Park Place, c.1910

18. 41 Park Street, c.1860
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