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La Cueva Historic District consists of a gris mlll mercan-

fael Church. Built probably in the 18%0 s, La_ Cueva
Mill is a two-story stone and adobe structure. he stone
'foundation for this massive mill was laid on natural rock  form-
ations. The first story is constructed of rough-hewn, random-
sized stone blocks laid unevenly with thick and untrimmed mortar.
The second story is of adobe and is crowned with wood siding
which is positioned to form the walls of the attic on the
eastern and western side of the mill. The sloping roof is of
corrugated metal. The exterior of the mill is in good condition
but in need of mud plaster. The numerous windows are now
boarded. Although much of the: mill machinery has been removed
from the interior, the water wheel is still in position. The
interior walls are plastered with mud and are in fair condition.
The floor consists of wood planks. Large hand-hewn timbers were
employed in the construction of the attic floor.

The mercantile and storage buildings are also of adobe
construction with corrugated metal roofs and were probably
erected at the same time as the mill. At present, these
buildings are in better condition than the mill.

The house, sometimes referred to as "the Romero House," is a
{two-story adobe structure construcged shortly after Vicente
Romiﬁo founded La Cueva around 18%1. A unique portal, also two-
stoty, was constructed across the entire facade. The home is in
excellent condltlon. oL Tl

San_ Rafael Church built in the latter years of the century of
adobe and wood construction served as a family chapel for the
Romeros and later owners of the ranch....The exterior of the
church is in need of repair, although,'the windows are in good
condition. The chapel was last used in the early 1950's and the
main door is now boarded.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
1

La Cueva Ranch was established about 1851 by Vicente.Romero
in the center of the Mora Land Grant.” This extensive community
grant had been conceded to the heads of families by Govérnor
Albino Perez in 1835. Although, a settlement had existed at
"Lo de Mora" since 1818. Vicente Romero was not a grantee, but
had purchased the shares of several original grantees or their
descendants, among them: Pedro Chacén, Miguel Mascarefias,
Francisco Sandoval, Maria Dolores Romero (not related to
Vicente), Mateo Sandoval and several other small claimants.

On his 33,000 acre ranch, Romero built a two-story home in
the 1850's. By the 187Q0%s the mill and warehouses had been
added. The family chapél dedicated to San ®afael wag built
somewhat later. He also laid out an elaborate irridation
system which still serves the needs of the valley. Romero
became a prominent freighter and sheep man. Leégend has it ‘that
he spent much of his time sleeping in caves while tending his
flocks which accounts for the origin of the name La Cueva, "the
cave."

The 1870 census lists.Vicente as 46 years of age and his
wife, Josefa, as 38. They had three sons, Rafael, Antoni6"

and Jose Maria. By March of 1880, Vicente Romero was dead and
ownership of the land had passed to his wife and oldest son,
Rafael. On September 1, 1883, Rafael along with David C. Dewel
and Charles Thomas Clark White incorporated La Cueva Ranch for
a fifty year period. The first company was capitalized at
#150,000. Dewel owned a third of the interests and White and
Rafael Romero owned the remaining stock. Later, Deuwel and
White purchased the interests of Rafael and his mother. The
purpose of incorporating the ranch in 1883 was stated in the
articles of the association of the La Cueva Ranch Company as
follows: "The objects for which said corporation is formed are
to acquire, hold and sell ranch property and other real estate
and to operate the same to construct and operate irrigating
ditches and to improve lands in connection. therewith to raise,
buy and sell livestock of all kinds and to engage in
erchandising, milling and farming all in the territory of New
exico."

(See Continuation Sheet)
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NO. 8 SIGNIFICANCE continued

About 1908, Hugh Loydon and Major A. W. Whitmore bought the
stock which had originally belonged to Romero and his mother. _In
11908, the ranch was listed as the second largest in the Territory
in the amount of area under cultivation. About 4,500 head of
cattle were also pastured on the ranch during the winter months.
P. W. Shufeldt, who had worked for the Wriggly Chewing Gum Company
in British Honduras, purchased the ranch in the 1930's. The mill
had been operated until the mid-1920's and was then idle for a
decade. Shufeldt reactivated the mill and converted it to more
modern machinery. Flour was ground as late as 1949 when the mill
was finally shut down. After Shufeldt died in 1948, his wife,
Wilhelmina, sold the ranch (with the exception of the cemetery,
church and land around the church which she gave to the Catholic
Church) to William Salman. The mill and warehouses have been
used for storage and the Romero house has become the residence of
David Salman, the State Representative from Mora-Union-Harding
Counties. '

NO. 9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES continued

Interview of James H. Purdy with State Representative David
Salman, La Cueva, New Mexico, November 15, 1972. (Representa-
tive Salman lives on La Cueva Ranch).

Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Loose Mission Documents,
1818, #32. State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New

Mexico.

Original documents on the Mora Land Grant are found in the files
of the Surveyor General of New Mexico, Case #32. State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

U. S. Census 1870, Mora County, State Records Center and Archives,
' Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Records of Incorporation, Territory of New Mexico, III, 1883.
State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

L. Bradford Prince, Land Grant Papers, Mora Grant. State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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