
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

IS- / / 

Area Form no. 

G 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
P re se rva t ion Associates 

Organi zation Reading H i s t o r i n a l 
Commission 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 

17.522 so. f t . 

At corner of King St. facing 

east, on s l i g h t r i s e . 

Date W'fcZ. UTU: l^/SZ'^Slofq'lc^lZO 
(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a rch i t ec tu ra l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community) 

T h i s i s one o f Read ing ' s f i n e s t s u r v i v i n g I t a l i a n a t e houses.. I t was b u i l t 
on a s l i g h t r i s e t o t a k e advantage o f t h e v iews down the h i l l , i t d i s p l a y s 
a c r o s s - g a b l e f o r m , w i t h two s i d e porches and two bay windows, one on each 
gab l e end. L a r g e , p a i r e d b r a c k e t s s i t beneath t he main eaves, w h i l e s i n g l e 
b r a c k e t s " s u p p o r t " t h e r o o f s o f t h e bay windows. The porches r e s t upon 
chamfered pos t s on p e d e s t a l s , and f e a t u r e i n c i s e d s c r o l l s and a b r a c k e t e d and 
d e n t i c u l a t e c o r n i c e . Above the e a s t e r n bay window, a t s e c o n d - f l o o r l e v e l , 
i s an e s p e c i a l l y n i c e window ar rangement : two t a l l , na r row, round-headed w i n ­
dows are f r amed by p i l a s t e r s s u p p o r t i n g a pediment open a t t h e bo t tom and 
c o n t a i n i n g an a p p l i e d d e c o r a t i o n i n s i d e . S i n g l e round-headed windows l i g h t 
t he a t t i c . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro l e owners played i n local or state h i s to ry 
and how the b u i l d i n g relates to the development of the community) 

W. F . D u r g i n was educa ted a t A t k i n s o n and M i d d l e b o r o Academies , 
t a u g h t s c h o o l , and was employed as agen t by a m a n u f a c t u r i n g company ' 
on M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d . He was e d i t o r o f t h e " A d v e r t i s e r , " came t o 
Reading i n 1867, and b u i l t t h i s house i n 1873. He fo rmed p a r t o f 
a wave o f businessmen who s e t t l e d i n Read ing , b u t worked i n 
B o s t o n , commuting on t h e r a i l r o a d . 

A f t e r D u r g i n ' s death i n 1887, the house was s o l d t o W i l l i a m B . 
L ive rmore , whose w i f e was daugh te r o f Horace Cummings. 

I n 1910 the owners were assessed f o r an "auto house," 

BIBLIOGR.\PHY and/or REFERENCES 
1875 map V/. F . D u r g i n ( W i l l i a m ) 

.18 89 map V/. ?>.. L lve rmore (ITi 1 l . i am) 
i : a t o n , Memor ia l Volume, p . 157 ( p h o t o ) 
E a t o n , G e n e a l o g i c a l H i s t 6 r y , p . 557 

Reading C h r o n i c l e , August 1887 

19/0 

20M-2/80 

i . • • J 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CCMkCSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmnunity: 

Peadin^ 

Form No: 

Property Name: sG Prospect St. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

r.2.1TE2T.A FOP. EVALUA"'IOII 

This proper ty i s s i , - ; n i f i can t (1) f o r i t s r o l e as the home o f a r a i l ­
road connuter; (2) f o r i t s having an "auto house" i n 191G; snd 
(3) r.s an I n t a c t exanple o f hic ;h-s tyle I t a l i a n a t e archi tectvi re i n 
7.es.d.in~. I t r e t a in s i n t e 7 r i t 7 o f l o c a t i o n , desi~n, set t inrr , 
n a t e r i - l s , and v.-orl-nanship, and meets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the 
I ' a t i o n a l P.ecister. 

Staple to Inventory form at botto* 



NPS Fonn 10-900-* OMB No. 1024-0018 
0 * f l Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service F«rNî ««»«m^ 

National Register off Historic Places ^^^^^ 
Inventory—Nomination Form ^umtm^ 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mult iplp. Rssnnrpp Arpa 
state Middlesex County, MA.SSACfflTSRTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review , Date/Signature 

31. Da.on, Joseph, House L1:o:al'C:ter X i ^ C ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

32. Damon, Washington, House ^^ered i n tha 
National Eeglster 

At tes t 

A t tes t 

33. Dewey Place Eaiidr = d i . . .r.e ^ eepev / :>( ' j^<>^-t<-<.- /^-h^^ 
Natlojaal fieglster ^ 

At tes t 

A t tes t 

35. Eaton-Prescott House ^'^^^O^l^fiegistar /^^P^^ /AA^-i^-U^S'^^^^.'t^^ 

iiinttied in the 
36. Elliott, Luther, House ifatlonal fieglster YKeeper XA^-^'^^'-^^-A^yy^...^ 

At tes t 

iii-ivoxtrj i n the At tes t 

37. Hall, Stephen, House ^^^=1°^ Eeglster f ^ ^ ^ ^ , / X A - ^ U , < . . ^ y d y ^ 

At tes t 

38. Hartshorn, Timothy, House Entered in th-J "fl^epev ^P^l^-^-^-t-^A^^^CL.^^ 

Attest 

39. Hartwell House c-a.cifcu in the pTeeper . XMA4^^U.^.X)'-VC,^ 

Mational fieglster ^ 
'AlS¥ 

At tes t 

40. Highland School Entered In the /deeper f^lLAM..L,4,fS<^ 
ifatlQfl^ fiegistar 

At tes t 



WASO Form -177 
l " R " June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Durgin House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
rU appeal 

m sample CD request Substantive Review: 

Working No. JUN 
Fed. Reg. Date: o S A ^ y X ^ t , 
Date Due: 7 ~ S ~ - i / A 7 ' / 9 A T A ' 
Action: _K:rACCEPT ^ 7 ~/9-iA 

Entered In the 
Batlond Begleter 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT _ 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes d i no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

c n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity - _ .. _ 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

.;1 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Bui Ider/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked _ 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may fx continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


