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Town Worcester 

Address 4 2 Abbott S t ree t 

Historic Name E l v i r a Drew Three-

Decker 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Use:'̂  Present _ r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1904 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r ^ 

Style C o l o n i a l Rev iva l Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard and  

Outbuildings """e 
sh ingle 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition qood 

Moved Date 

Acreage Less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Late 1 9 t h / e a r l y 20th centurv 

urban, m u l t i - f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l 

s t r e e t 

UTH REFERENCE 19/267240/4682550 

USGS qUADRANGLE Worcester Nor th 

SCALE 1 :25,000 

Recorded by John Callahan 

Organization Clark U n i v e r s i t y 

Date Februarv 1981 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael S te in i tz -12/S? 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) ^ 

The E l v i r a Drew Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , • 
mate r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
representative example of the e f f o r t s to extend three-decker development 
westward i n t o Worcester's fashionable r e s i d e n t i a l area i n the e a r l y 20th 
century. I t i s also an unusually well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d example 
of the use of C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s i n l o c a l three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n 
during t h i s p e r i o d . The Drew Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of 
the National Register c f H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 42 Abbott Street i s a remarkably well-preserved and w e l l -
d e t a i l e d exc-ple of the l o c a l l y popular C o l o n i a l Revival three-decker. The 
b u i l d i n g has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h a s i d e - h a l l j o g , and 
is clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h wood shingle bands between s t o r i e s . The house 
has an unusual cross-gable r o o f . The asymmetrical main facade has an ent r y 
bay w i t h a p r o j e c t i n g t h r e e - t i e r porch, supported by slender Tuscan columns, 
and capped by a pedimented p o r t i c o . The porch i s flanked by a proj-ecting, three 
s t o r y bay window, unusual f o r the use of a s i n g l e l i g h t of f l o r a l p a t t e r n 
stained glass as the f r o n t window. A second bay window p r o j e c t s at the 
side - w a l l j o g , w i t h stained glass i n the upper l i g h t s of the c e n t r a l windows. 
Regularly spaced, paired brackets decorate the roof cornice overhang. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

By the f i r s t decade of the 20th century, a sector of sc a t t e r e d three-decker 
development extended out along the Pleasant and Chandler Street s t r e e t c a r 
c o r r i d o r s , across Park Avenue to Abbott S t r e e t , where a new neighborhood 
school was located i n 1894 (36 Abbott Street, NR). Abbott Street subsequently 
remained the westward edge of three-decker extension i n t o the c i t y ' s West 
Side, but i t s l o c a t i o n near t h i s high status r e s i d e n t i a l zone meant that the 
s t r e e t a t t r a c t e d a group of d i s t i n c t l y white c o l l a r r e s i d e n t s . The f i r s t 
known owner of 42 Abbott was E l i z a b e t h Drew, apparently not a c i t y r e s i d e n t . 
Tenants i n 1904 included A l b e r t Lothrop, a salesman- Jennie S u t c l i f f e , a 
nurse; W i l l i a m Smith, a cashier; Josephine Smith, a stenographer; Joseph 
O'Herran, a bookeeper; Benjamin Clark, a m.anager; and George Montague, a 
salesman. By 1910, the house was owned by Emma Lothrop. I n th a t year the 
residents included three salesmen: A l b e r t Lothrop, Charles Whitcomb, and 
George Montague. In the 1920s, the b u i l d i n g was owned and occupied by Mrs. 
Bridget Hoey. Residents i n 1920 included Richard Hoey, an accountant; and 
George Teeling, a manager. Members of the Hoey f a m i l y r e s i d e n t here i n 
1930 included Bridget; Agnes; Anna; George, an attendant; Mary, a nurse; 
Robert, a c l e r k ; and Richard, a c o n t r o l l e r . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1904,1906,1910,1920,1930.', .' 

L.J. Richards, Atlas of the C i t y of Worcester, 1911, 1922. 

J, Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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United States Department of the Interior ^ '^Afo 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Worcester Three-Deckers MRA Date Listed 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Drew, E l v i r a , Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
^descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
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context 
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justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number.' 64000305 


