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Tomm Worcester
Address 42 Abbott Street
Historic Name Elvira Drew Three-

Decker

U Present residential
Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1904
Source Worcester House Director”
Style Colonial Revival Three-Decker
Architect unknown

Exterior Wal Fabric wood clapboard and

o shingle
Outbuildings """e

Myor Alterations (wth dates) none

Gondition qood

Moved Date
Acreage Less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th/early 20th centurv
urban, multi-family, residential

street

Recorded by John Callahan
Organization Clark University

Dae Februarv 1981

Revised for MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/S?



NATI ONAL REG STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl ) A

The Elvira Drew Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 't i ssignificant as a
representative exanple of t heefforts toextend three-decker devel opment
westward into Worcester's fashionable residential area i ntheearly 20th
century. |t i salso an unusually well-preserved and well-detailed exanple

of theuse of Colonial Revival details i nlocal three-decker construction
during this period. The Drew Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and Cof

the National Register cf Historic Places on thelocal level.

ARHTEIUN. SGNHCGAINE  Describe i nportant archltectural features and eval uate interras of
other buildings within the community.

Architecturally, 42 Abbott Street i sa remarkably well-preserved and well -
detailed exc-ple of thelocally popular Colonial Revival three-decker. The

building has t hecharacteristic side-hall plan with a side-hall jog, and
is clad i n wod clapboard, with wood shingle bands between stories. The house
has an unusual cross-gable roof. The asymmetrical main facade has an entry

bay with a projecting three-tier porch, supported by slender Tuscan colums,
and capped by a pedimented portico. The porch i sflanked by a proj-ecting, three
story bay wi ndow, unusual for theuse of a single Iight of floral pattern
stained glass as thefront w ndow. A second bay wi ndow projects at the
side-wall jog, with stained glass i n the upper lights of thecentral w ndows.
Regul arly spaced, paired brackets decorate t heroof cornice overhang.

HSTGRGL SOGNHCGANE Explain the rol e owners played in local or state history ad howthe
bui I ding relates to the devel opnent of the community.

By thefirst decade of the20th century, a sector of scattered three-decker
devel opment extended out along t hePleasant and Chandler Street streetcar
corridors, across Park Avenue t o Abbott Street, where a new neighborhood
school was located i n1894 (36 Abbott Street, NR). Abbott Street subsequently
remained t hewestward edge of three-decker extension into thecity's Wst
Side, butitslocation near this high status residential zone meant that t he
street attracted a group of distinctly white collar residents. The first
known owner of 42 Abbott was Elizabeth Drew, apparently not a city resident.
Tenants i n 1904 included Al bert Lothrop, a salesman- Jennie Sutcliffe, a
nurse; W lliam Smth, a cashier; Josephine Smth, a stenographer; Joseph

O Herran, a bookeeper; Benjamn Clark, a manager; and George Montague, a

sal esman. By 1910, t hehouse was owned by Bwma Lothrop. | nthat yearthe
residents included three salesmen: Albert Lothrop, Charles Whitcomb, and
George Montague. | nthe1l920s, thebuilding was owed and occupied by Ms.
Bridget Hoey. Residents i n1920included Richard Hoey, an accountant; and
George Teeling, a manager. Menbers of t heHoey family resident herei n

1930 included Bridget; Agnes; Anna;, Ceorge, an attendant; Mary, a nurse;
Robert, a clerk; and Richard, a controller.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
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J, Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number.' 64000305



