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1. Name of Property 

historic name Dodge Block and Sawyer Building, Bancroft Trust Building 

other names/site number Bancroft Building (preferred name) 

2. Location 

street & number 60 Franklin Street | ^ not for publication 

city or town Worcester vicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01609 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I certify that this | x | nomination 
I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 

of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
meets does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
nationally statewide [ T ] locally. | | See continuation sheet for additional comments. 
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Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation officer Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets \ZY\ does not meet the National Register criteria. | | See continuation sheet for 
additional comments. 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action gftature of the Keeper 

I \4 entered in the National Register. u . f /I 1 y I I 
• See continuation sheet. \(\'XkjAk.. JiPAJUA 5 jlSpOO^ 

I I determined eligible for the 
National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National 
Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 



Bancroft Building 
Name of Property 

Worcester Co., Massachusetts 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

[x~| private [x~| building(s 

[ 1 public-local 1 1 district 

1 I public-State Q site 

1 1 public-Federal 1 1 structure 

1 1 object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.^ 

Worcester MRA 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

01 0' structures 

0 0 objects 

2 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
IHistoric Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE/TRADE - business 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE/TRADE - business 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

STONE - Granite foundation  

walls B R I C K 

roof 

other 

ASPHALT 

N/A 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.; 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The Bancroft Building is located at on the northeast corner of Franklin and Portland Streets in the City of 
Worcester, Massachusetts. Franklin Street originates at Main Street, one block west of Portland, in the center of 
the city's downtown. Its facade is oriented towards Franklin Street (the present address of the building is 60 
Franklin Street), and it faces the Worcester Common, a sizeable park at the rear (east) of the Worcester City 
Hall. The ten-story Bancroft Hotel (1912) sits on the west side of the building on the opposite side of Portland 
Street, and the Paris Cinema, formerly the Capitol Theatre (1926) is its neighbor on the east. On Portland 
Street, the Bancroft Building abuts the Capitol Building, built as part of the original Capitol Theatre complex. 
The building is situated in a prominent part of the city distinguished by city hall and the park, and the Bancroft 
Building is one of a group of historic commercial buildings erected during the late-19"̂  and early-20"̂  centuries 
on Franklin Street as Worcester was enjoying a period of industrial and commercial prosperity. 

As it presently exists, the Bancroft Building comprises a four-story brick commercial building roughly square in 
plan, with ornamented facades and storefronts on its Franklin and Portland Street elevations. Originally two 
separate buildings, the 1869 Dodge Block and 1882 Sawyer Building, the two distinct architectural units are still 
evident. The Dodge Block, and the Sawyer Building, remain quite distinguishable on the exterior, while they 
were combined into a unified plan and design on the interior in ca. 1920. 

The Dodge Block. 1869. 
The Dodge Block is a rectangular four-story brick building located on the corner lot of Franklin and Portland 
Streets. There are four window bays on the Franklin Street elevation and eight bays on the Portland Street side. 
A distinctive rounded corner at the intersection also contains a bay of windows. These principal facades have 
textured masonry surfaces, notably pilasters at the outside ends enframing the rounded corner and dividing the 
long Portland Street elevation, and a panelized cornice. The window openings have slight segmental arches that 
are distinguished by stone blocks at the corners and at the key. A date stone (1869) is centrally placed on the 
Franklin Street fa9ade between the third and fourth floors. Another carved medallion is located below it 
between the second and third floors; its contains the initials of the builder, Thomas H. Dodge. The building is 
supported by a massive foundation of cut granite blocks that extends under the sidewalks. 

A postcard view of the Dodge Block dating shortly after the completion of the Bancroft Hotel shows that it had 
a mansard roof with a bracketed cornice at its base and dormer windows on its north, east and west elevations 
(fig. 1). This roof burned in 1961 and was never replaced. These pictures also provide a view of the storefront 
that existed on the Franklin Street elevation of the building at that period. There appears to have been a store 

(continued) 
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entrance in the second bay from the corner flanked by display windows in the first and third bays. An entrance 
to rooms on the upper levels was located in the remaining bay at the east end of the fa9ade. A shop window is 
shown in the rounded comer section, and apparently there was another window at the north end of the Portland 
fa9ade such as exists today. This window is documented in a photograph of Franklin Street taken about 1920 
(fig. 2). The storefront has been substantially altered in design and materials, although the spatial definifion of 
the area has remained intact. The stone headers of the historic storefront have remained in place. A block at the 
south terminus of the curved corner section is carved with the words "Portland Street." When constructed, this 
commercial space was occupied by a drug store. There would have been another doorway at the south end of 
the Portland Street elevation that would have served as the principal entrance to living units on the third, fourth 
and fifth floors of the building. The treatment of the street-level wall at this location is unknown. 

On the interior, Thomas H. Dodge's offices occupied all or part of the second floor. Clearly, he would have 
desired space in the northwest corner of the building and across the Franklin Street facade. A staircase 
apparently ran along the east side of the building providing access to his office as well as providing a second 
means of egress from the living spaces above. Based on descriptions in editions of the Worcester House 
Directory from the 1880s, there was one dwelling unit on each floor above the second. Floor plans have since 
been altered to the extent that the original dwelling plans are not decipherable. Likewise, all original finishes in 
what was the area of Dodge's office have been replaced, although the elegance of the front spaces, with its 
elevated ceiling height and outward views to the Common and City Hall, is quite evident. 

The Savyyer Building, 1882. 
The Sawyer Building is similar in scale and design as the Bancroft Block. It also is four stories in height, 
although its second-floor height is not as tall as those in the Dodge Block leaving the fenestration of the upper 
stories uneven. The Sawyer Building has a taller cornice so that the roof levels do correspond. The Franklin 
Street fa9ade of the Sawyer Building is only two bays wide, although each bay contains paired windows. Like 
the Dodge Block, a textured and ornamental masonry surface distinguishes the principal elevation of the Sawyer 
Building. The cornice is arcaded and there is a band composed of brick corners between the second and third 
floor windows. The window groups on the second and third levels have massive stone lintel blocks that have 
beveled comers above the opening. The fourth-floor windows have arched heads and are incorporated into 
banding at the base of the comice. The Sawyer Building began with a flat roof with the cornice area along a 
parapet wall. The building was exposed and fenestrated on the east and south elevations. Of note is a three-
sided window bay on the east elevation of the building. Like the Dodge Block, its original street-level storefront 
has been replaced with one with completely new materials and signage. A historic photograph reveals two 
entrances on the Franklin Street elevation. One was centered between shop windows on the eastern side of the 

(continued) 
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fa9ade; the second was located at the western end and would have opened to stairs leading to living units above 
street level (fig. 3). It is possible that the existing fire stairs at the rear of the building, overlapping into the 
alley, were constructed with the Sawyer Building to provide egress for the flats on the upper floors. Unlike the 
Dodge Building, there is some suggestion of domestic plans left from these dwelling units. 

The Bancroft Trust Building, ca.l920. 
By 1920, the Dodge Block and Sawyer Building were joined by partially enclosing the space between them and 
combining their interior plan. The first and second floors that were on the same level were linked with a 
separate access made to the third and fourth floors of the component buildings. This connection was made via 
internal stairs built in the alley space at the center of the plan. (The roof-level of this stair is visible in fig. 2.) 
The exterior of the two-story wall joining the facades was designed to correspond with the fa9ade of the Sawyer 
Building utilizing concrete rather than stone headers over the windows and extending the patterned brick band 
that distinguished the space between the second and third story windows. A substantial trabeated stone 
entranceway was created, opening into a narrow passageway that was the space between the original buildings 
leading to a small stair lobby in the center of the block. New one-over-one sash windows were installed 
throughout, which would have served to link the buildings together architecturally on both the exterior and the 
interior. These have been obscured by the more recent addition of metal storm windows of an uncharacteristic 
four-pane configuration. 

The dwelling units were vacated and reconfigured as offices. An L-shaped hallway was created to link rooms in 
the two buildings along the north, east and west elevations. Corridors were constructed within the Sawyer 
Building to link the lobbies to the fire stairs at the rear of the space. The hallways along the north-south axis of 
the old Dodge Block connected to the fire stair via corridors at the south end of the building. Thus offices were 
arranged in a U-shaped plan around a central stair core. Spaces were entirely refinished to bring them up-to-
date with the expected taste in offices at the time; new doors and trim were added. Bathrooms and utilities were 
also provided within this core. Street-level commercial space was renovated to function as a banking room and 
offices for the Bancroft Trust Company. The facades of the Dodge Block on Franklin and Portland Streets were 
altered accordingly, but it appears that the storefront in the Sawyer Building remained unchanged (fig. 3). 

The Bancroft Building, ca. 1940. 
The existing office floor plans were essentially retained from the previous period (fig. 4). However, most of the 
visible components and finishes were installed when the offices were renovated in ca. 1940. At this point, 
ownership of the building had changed hands and a second phase of office development took place. The 
Bancroft Tmst Company had dissolved and the building became known as simply the Bancroft Building. An 

(continued) 
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elevator was constructed in the core of the building and the stairs from the first to the second floor were rebuilt 
to wrap around it. These stairs were constructed of marble, which was also added to the floor and lower walls 
of the entranceway from the street. Marble tile floors were also laid in the lobbies and hallways on the upper 
levels. New doors with large glass panels were inserted into office entrances, and door and window trim was 
replaced on all floors. Wood and glass partitions were constructed to divide some of the larger existing rooms 
and still survive. The only alteration made to the exterior in the ca. 1940 renovation was the infill of the third 
and fourth stories in the front of the alley space bringing complete unity to the Franklin Street fa9ade. As with 
the original addition, the exterior wall was constructed of brick using the same method and decoration as existed 
on the Sawyer Building fa9ade. A flat roof was constructed to enclose the space and long, narrow rooms were 
created on the interior. A drugstore replaced the defunct bank without significant changes being made to the 
space or exterior. 

The street-level commercial spaces were altered again in ca. 1960, when Boulevard Drugs was opened in the 
former banking space in the Dodge Block. A projecting aluminum awning was constructed along both street 
elevations. Large plate-glass display windows were installed at the comer with the store entrance recessed into 
the building at the east side of the Franklin Street elevation adjacent to the central doorway to the office levels. 
The Portland Street elevation was infilled with a corrugated material with a centrally placed door remaining 
there. The storefronts in the old Sawyer Building were also updated as well with large signboards and plate-
glass windows. The old headers survive in both sections: a stone header on the Dodge Block and a sheet metal 
header on the Sawyer Building. 

The Dodge Block and Sawyer Building are essentially intact to their combination into the Bancroft Building in 
ca. 1920. Exterior brick walls and trim are intact to the three phases of the composite building. The period of 
significance includes the ca. 1940 office renovation, of which the plan and finishes on the upper floors are 
virtually untouched, including marble floors in hallways, wood-panel and glass office partitions, doors, wood 
sash and window trim (covered by metal storm windows on the exterior), and bathroom stalls. The elevator was 
also built in this period, although a more recent car has been retrofitted within the confines of the original shaft. 
The street-level stores and storefronts were significantly altered in ca.l960 and little historic fabric remains. 
This is a typical situation on Main Street and a planned restoration project will make the intrusive elements of 
the present installations more compatible with the historic fabric of the building. The demise of the mansard 
roof from the Dodge Block Room is regrettable but not detrimental to the historic condition of the building. 

(continued) 

I I See continuation sheet 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No, 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Bancroft Bu i ld ing 

Worcester, (Worcester) Massachusetts 

Section number 7 Page 5 

Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American sites are recorded on the nominated property or in the general area (within 
one mile), it is possible that sites are present. Environmental characteristics of the parcel indicate the presence 
of some locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many 
types of ancient sites. The property is located on a level to moderately sloping landform in close proximity to 
wetlands. Natural soil types in the area may have been well drained, however, urban development has resulted 
in made soils now characteristic for the area. A small pond is located within 1000 feet of the property in the 
Worcester Common located on the opposite side of Franklin Street to the north. It is unknown whether that 
pond exists as a natural water body or is man-made. In general, however, the potential for locating intact 
archaeological resources on the property, either prehistoric or historic, is low. Construction of the Dodge Block 
(1869), Sawyer Building (1882) and their incorporation into the Bancroft Trust Building in ca. 1920 then 
Bancroft Building in ca. 1940, over most of the nominated parcel, would have destroyed any cultural resources 
present on the property. 

(end) 
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Applicable National Register Criteria 
(IVIark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for National Register listing.) 

[x~| A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

\~Z\ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[x~| C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

I I D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 

Period of Significance 
1869- 1951 

Significant Dates 
1869. 1882, cl920, c 1940 

Criteria considerations 
(mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

I I A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

I I B removed from its original location. 

I I C a birthplace or grave. 

I I D a cemetery. 

Q E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

I I F a commemorative property. 

I I G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Thomas H. Dodge 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Fuller & Delano, Worcester MA 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# WA 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # N/A 

Primary location of additional data 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository;  
Preservation Worcester, Worcester MA 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bancroft Building is architecturally significant for its embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of 
Worcester's late-19"̂  century commercial architecture and its representation of the dramatic architectural and 
economic changes that the city experienced from that period up to the era of the Great Depression. The building 
retains integrity of materials, setting, feeling, workmanship, association, location, and design; and fufills criteria 
A and C at the local level. The present office building was created in ca.l920 by combining the 1869 Dodge 
Block, facing the Worcester Common on southeast corner of Franklin and Portland Streets, with the neighboring 
1882 Sawyer Building. The Dodge Block, named for its builder and principal occupant Thomas H. Dodge, is a 
rare, surviving example of the scale and design of the downtown commercial architecture built early in the city's 
industrial era. Dodge created space for a drug store on the street-level of the building and installed his law 
office in the front of the second story. The rest of the building was rented to working families and their 
boarders, including a fifth story in a mansard roof that was destroyed by fire in 1961. The Sawyer Building was 
also designed to contain living units above street-level stores and was built on speculation by Worcester 
businessman Stephen Sawyer on a lot subdivided from his house property. It represents the changing land use 
around the Common as Worcester's downtown commercial core expanded into peripheral residential areas. 
This location on the Common in close proximity to City Hall made the area very popular with bankers, lawyers, 
newspaper offices, and other professional services. It has been one of the pivotal areas of the city. In spite of 
having been later joined and altered, both the Dodge Block and the Sawyer Building retain the distinctive 
characteristics of the late-19"̂  century period in which they were built, particularly in their modest scale and 
ornamental masonry work. Both buildings have the added distinction of having been designed by Fuller & 
Delano, Worcester's premier architectural firm in the era. By 1920, the architectural character of the streets 
facing the Worcester Green had changed again with large office blocks, department stores and theatres 
dominating the scene. It was at this time the upper-story interiors of the Dodge Block and Sawyer Building 
were combined and renovated into office space. The two buildings were joined by an entranceway and stair 
built in the narrow alley that formerly separated them. The combination was named The Bancroft Trust 
Building in acknowledgement to its principal tenant, the Bancroft Trust Company, which occupied the street-
level of the Dodge Block between 1922 and 1936. In this way, the Bancroft Building is an instructive example 
of the practice of adapting older buildings to meet new needs and tastes in the urban environment. The 
significance of the Dodge Block is enhanced by its association with Thomas H. Dodge, one of the more 
prominent citizens of the city during the last half of the nineteenth century. Patent lawyer, industrial inventor 
and philanthropist. Dodge had a significant impact on the City of Worcester, including the erection of his 
landmark building on the Commons. 

(continued) 
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Thomas H. Dodge 
Thomas H. Dodge appeared in Worcester in 1864, coming from Washington, D.C. where he had been practicing 
as a patent lawyer. A native of Eden, Vermont, Dodge spent his youth in Nashua, New Hampshire, where he 
was introduced to the cotton manufacturing process as an employee of the Nashua Manufacturing Company. In 
the meantime, he pursued an education and was admitted into the practice of law in Manchester, New 
Hampshire in 1854. Several important inventions improving mill machinery and a treatise on the manufacture 
of cotton and woolen goods brought Dodge national attention. He was appointed assistant examiner of patents 
in the United States Patent Office in Washington in 1855. He was soon promoted to the position of chief 
examiner and later became chairman of the Board of Appeals. During this period, Thomas H. Dodge remained 
active in creating innovations in industrial processes. In 1850, he developed a means to feed paper to printing 
presses from rolls and increased the speed of production considerably. His patented improvements to the 
double-hinged mowing machine allowed it to be driven and operated by a single man, which helped spread its 
use by farmers. He also is credited with proposing to the U.S. Postmaster General that the department institute a 
policy of returning undelivered mail to its senders, thereby dispelling the need for and expense of dead-letter 
offices. After repeated debates in Congress, the practice was legislated. Dodge left the Patent Office in 1858 to 
pursue a legal career, having been admitted to practice in the United States Supreme Court. 

The 1864 Worcester City Directory identifies Thomas H. Dodge as an attorney with an office at 6 Brinley Hall 
and a residence at 294 Main Street. The reasons for his relocation to Worcester are not well-detailed; however. 
Dodge held patents on barbed wire manufacturing machinery, which was the mainstay of the city's booming 
industrial economy at the time. By 1867, he was advertising his services as "counsellor and patent solicitor" 
and had moved his practice to the Post Office Block. In this particular year, he was also recorded in the City 
Directory as a partner in the firm Dodge & Wellington, manufacturers of screw wrenches and blacksmith drills 
in Manchester, New Hampshire. This company was never mentioned again, but it indicates that Dodge 
continued to work as an industrial designer and entrepreneur while in Worcester. Thomas H. Dodge purchased 
a 2688-square-foot building lot on the southeast comer of Park (now Franklin) and Portland Streets from John 
G. Kendall on 20 July 1868.' Kendall, an agent for the Worcester Mutual Fire Insurance Co.. had purchased a 
parcel containing the lot he sold to Dodge plus a lot he later sold to Stephen Sawyer from builder Adolphus 
Morse in 1855.̂  The lot was one block east of Main Street and faced the Worcester Common. At that time, the 
railroad paralleled Main Street west of Portland. A station and roundhouse were located on the south side of 
Park Street. The tracks effectively created a boundary between the commercial district on Main Street, on the 
west side, and residential areas that developed on the east side, until the tracks were moved east of the 
Commons in the 1890s. 

(continued) 
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The Dodge Block 
Thomas H. Dodge commissioned the Worcester architects, Fuller & Delano, to design a substantial brick 
commercial building for his corner lot, which was the first instance of extending the commercial district east of 
the railroad tracks. A marble stone in the brick wall between the third and fourth stories on the Franklin Street 
facade was carved with the date 1869. (Worcester resident Paul Soulliere recalls his father, who owned the 
building between 1940 and 1972, chiseling off the raised date around 1940. The outlines of the numerals are 
still discemable from the street in the proper light.) Dodge's office address was still listed as being in the Post 
Office Block in the 1870 City Directory, but this could have been an oversight or it took the owner until after 
the directory was published to move into the new building. The next directory (1872) records the office of 
Thomas H. Dodge, counsellor and patent solicitor, for the first time at "43 Park, c. Portland." It appears that 
Dodge occupied the second-story space in the front building. The street-level storefront was occupied nearly 
continuously during Dodge's ownership of the building by Bradt & Flint, druggists, who like their landlord, 
advertised regularly in the City Directory. The 1896 House Directory listed the Worcester & Suburban Street 
Railway Co. as a tenant of the Dodge Block. This may have very well been another of Thomas H. Dodge's 
enterprises. The rest of the second floor, and the third through fifth floors, were rented as tenement dwellings. 
Every two years, the Worcester House Directory recorded tenants and their boarders, with their occupations 
identified. The social and cultural demographics of the city are evinced in the lists of people residing at 4 
Portland Street (the entrance to the living quarters were at the rear of the side elevation of the building). 
Worcester's various ethnic groups, white-collar and blue-collar occupations, female heads of households, single 
men and women, and the prevalence of boarders in the tenement economy are all evident in the directories of 
the Dodge Block. 

As built, the Dodge Block was a substantial edifice for its time and clearly conveyed the position and wealth of 
its owner, particularly with his offices located above the street. Its tall mansard roof, supported by sturdy 
brackets and punctuated with numerous dormers, epitomized the architectural taste of the day. Historic 
photographs illustrate scores of buildings of this scale with mansard roofs in the city filling both commercial 
and residential functions. Few have survived, as the roof of the Dodge Block, too, succumbed to fire in 1961. 
This building was further distinguished with a rounded corner where the store entrance originally was located. 
There are other corner buildings in Worcester with this feature, particularly those, like the Dodge Block, that 
were not square in plan and whose corners formed an acute angle. A secondary entrance was located at the 
south end of the long Portland Street facade and would have provided access to stairs in the rear of the building. 
There would have been a second set of stairs in the front of the building so that Dodge and his clients could get 
to his office from Park Street. The concern for fire safety was pronounced even in this early period, so these 
stairs probably extended to the upper floors of the building as a second means of egress from the tenements. 

(continued) 
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With its corner location, both street elevations were richly ornamented with projecting windows heads 
incorporating marble end and key blocks and, as mentioned, the heavy, overhanging wood cornice of the 
mansard roof. In addition to the date plaque on the Park Street facade. Dodge installed another stone ornament 
between the second and third stories emblazoned with his monogram carved in deep relief 

Stephen Sawyer 
Stephen Sawyer obtained title to his 9706-square-foot property facing the Common on Park Street from John G. 
Kendall on 9 August 1867, less than a year before Dodge bought the neighboring lot on the west.̂  Sawder gave 
Kendall a $1500 mortgage on the property. City directories indicate that Stephen Sawyer and his family were 
residing at 9 Park Street as early as 1864. The Sawyers either moved from a location closer to Main Street or 
they were occupying an existing dwelling that was purchased with the property. In the 1867 City Directory, 
Stephen Sawyer is recorded as living at 13 Park Street. Perhaps street numbers were changing as new lots were 
created on Park Street east of Portland Street. Sawyer was a proprietor of Clark, Sawyer & Co., a crockery, 
glassware and wallpaper store at 480 Main Street. In The Worcester of1898, he is pictured as a director of the 
Worcester Mutual Fire Insurance Company, the firm that John G. Kendall represented as an agent at the time 
Sawyer purchased the Park Street property. In 1882, Stephen Sawyer subdivided his parcel to create a 2063-
square-foot building lot between his house and the Dodge Block. On it he built a four-story brick building, 
designed by the architects Fuller & Delano, with a store at street-level and tenements on the upper stories. 
Coming over ten years after the construction of the Dodge Block, it is likely that Sawyer realized the 
commercial direction in which the residential neighborhood of Park Street was going. By the following year, 
the directories indicate that the Sawyers had moved west and up the hill to Chestnut Street. The old Park Street 
house became a boarding house and remained as such until it was demolished to make way for the Capitol 
Theatre in 1926. Sawyer conveyed the brick building to his daughter, Lucy, in 1885, who would own and rent it 
to tenants for the next 23 years. He deeded the old house to his son and namesake at the same time. 

The Sawyer Building 
The Sawyer building appears to have been modeled after the Dodge Block in more modest and updated ways. 
Considering that Fuller & Delano were the architects of both buildings, it is not surprising that an effort was 
made to integrate the two designs. The buildings stood as a lone pair for many years but were perhaps thought 
of as a standard that was expected to continue down the street. Compared to the taller and more massive 20"̂  
century commercial buildings west of Portland Street (e.g., the Bancroft Hotel), this pair appears old-fashioned, 
yet they represent the "big" buildings of an earlier era. The fa9ade of the Sawyer Building echoed the four bays 
of fenestration on the Dodge Block, even though it was slightly narrower. And in a more stylish treatment, the 
windows were grouped in pairs recessed into the wall with thick stone headers and sills spanning both openings. 

(continued) 
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A projecting panelized brick comice was similar to the one that existed on the Dodge Block, yet the Sawyer 
Block did not include the by-then antiquated mansard roof The Sawyer Building displayed new trends in 
design popular in 1882. Like its neighbor, the Sawyer Building contained a combinafion of commercial and 
residential functions, a popular design for the principal thoroughfares and built as investment properties by 
Worcester's growing community of successful middle-class entrepreneurs. (Thomas Dodge was also acquiring 
numerous investment properties throughout the city.) The building contained one living unit per floor. Each 
was large enough to accommodate a working family and one or two boarders. The initial tenant of the store 
space was a picture and photograph supply shop; soon an undertaker rented the space and remained there for 
many years. 

The Bancroft Trust Building 
William E. Langlois purchased the Dodge Block on 1 July 1907."̂  Lucy Sawyer sold her building to him on 31 
July 1908.'' William E. Langlois first appeared in the Worcester City Directory in 1891 identified as a laborer 
employed at 13 Blackstone Street and boarding at 139 Green Street. Two years later, Langlois was still 
boarding at 139 Green Street, but he was identified as a student. The 1902 House Directory recorded that 
physician W.E. Langlois, and dentist T.J. O'Connor occupied offices in the Dodge Block. In a lengthy 
biography published in The Worcester of 1898, it was stated that Thomas H. Dodge retired from "active 
business, and has devoted himself to the care and enjoyment of his estates" in 1883.'' He maintained an address 
at the Dodge Block until 1906. By 1910, Langlois had moved his office to the second floor of the Sawyer 
Building, where it remained, with the exception of one edition of the House Directory where he occupied an 
office on the third fioor, until he vacated the property in 1932. Another physician, Edward C. Rochette opened 
his office in the Sawyer Building in the same year. Significant changes were occurring on Park Street and the 
old buildings were in transition. 

Between 1910 and 1914, the block between Main and Portland Streets was completely transformed. During that 
period, the Park Building, the Worcester Trust Company Building, the Worcester Telegram Building, and the 
luxury Bancroft Hotel were all erected. The site of the old train depot and roundhouse (the tracks had been 
removed from the Commons by 1896), an old Methodist church later occupied by a French Canadian Catholic 
parish, and a dwelling had been cleared to make way for the new development. The ten-story Bancroft Hotel 
loomed high above the Dodge Block across Portland Street. Plans were in the offing for new construction at the 
old Sawyer house property, which had been sold by Lucy Sawyer's brother in 1910. The opportunity was not 
lost on Dr. William E. Langlois. Sometime between the 1920 and 1922 editions of the Worcester House 
Directory, the Dodge Block and the Sawyer Building were joined into a single address and under a new name: 
the Bancroft Trust Building. The Bancroft Trust Company opened a banking room on the ground floor of the 

(continued) 
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Dodge Block where a drug store had operated since the building's construction. This new banking institution 
appears to have been established in 1922. Its president was Peter F. Sullivan, who was also Worcester's mayor 
at the time. Two of its three vice-presidents and a number of its 25 directors were physicians. It would seem 
that a group of Worcester's successful professionals and businessmen involved in real estate development in the 
city pooled their resources to provide loans and mortgages. William E. Langlois was not included in the list of 
officers and directors in the advertisements published in the 1922 City Directory and House Directory. 
However, Mendoza Langlois was a director of the bank, which may suggest how the bank's location was 
selected and the extensive renovation work was financed. 

Illustrations of the building from this period, including an elevation drawing incorporated into the bank's heart-
shaped logo found in the advertisements, shows the buildings joined by two-story entrance built in the alley 
space between them. Otherwise, no outward changes are evident. However, on the interior significant changes 
were made to create offices out of the former living spaces. A stair tower was built in the center of the space 
between the buildings and passageways were created to allow movement between the two parts. This project 
resulted in the historic buildings becoming functional 20"̂  century office space in the expanding commercial and 
financial center developing on the south side of the Commons. Their close proximity to City Hall and the new 
Bancroft Hotel placed Langlois's revitalized buildings in the midst of the downtown action. In a rather 
shameless attempt for recognition, the bank and its new headquarters borrowed the Bancroft name from the 
hotel. The bank's address was 58 Franklin Street. Murray Brothers, the undertaker, continued to occupy the 
Sawyer Building storefront at 62 Franklin Street. The Bancroft Trust Building, with tenants on the second 
through fourth floors was listed as 60 Franklin Street. It was a popular address for physicians. 

The Bancroft Trust Company was in liquidation by 1936 and had vacated the building. Three smaller shops 
took its place in the old Dodge Block: First Aid Drug Stores, Inc. (54 Franklin St.), Worcester Publishing Co. 
(no. 56), and Chain Curtain Stores (no. 58). The Little Hungarian Restaurant was the tenant at 62 Franklin 
Street. WORC radio broadcasting station had been occupying the fifth floor of the Dodge Block since 1930. 
After 1932, William E. Langlois no longer appeared on the lists of occupants in the House Directories. Only 
the drug store and one other tenant were recorded in 1938, and by the next issue of the House Directory, the 
Bancroft Trust Building had a new owner: the Commercial Acceptance Corporation. This corporation was 
owned by Paul E. Soulliere, a Worcester entrepreneur who was a partner in an insurance company (Brown and 
Soulliere) that had moved into 60 Franklin Street in 1940, invested in depressed real estate, and provided 
financial services. He was a cousin of William E. Langlois, which was likely how he became aware of the 
property.** 

(continued) 
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Between 1938 and 1940, Soulliere significantly renovated the interior of the combined buildings. According to 
his son, office spaces were reconfigured and new office doors and trim were installed. An elevator was built in 
the center space between the buildings and the stairs altered to wrap around it on the ground floor level. A local 
stonemason, C.V. Bianchi, installed marble tile floors in all the hallways and a marble wainscot in the ground-
floor entrance hall and stairway. On the Franklin Street elevation, the alley space at the third and fourth story 
was walled in to the roof level to unify the fa9ade of the joined buildings. By 1940, the building was fully 
occupied once more. It became known simply as the "Bancroft Building." First-Aid Drugs remained in the 
comer storefront. The store space in the old Sawyer Building was divided into two units. A "watch hospital" 
moved into the store at 62 Franklin and would remain there for many years; the shop at 64 Franklin changed 
hands frequently. Sometime after 1950, Soulliere took over the drug store and operated it himself, renaming it 
Bancroft Drugs. Substantial alterations were made to the store space and a commercial kitchen was built in the 
basement to provide meals to a lunch counter in the store. The present storefront and awning were constructed 
as part of this renovation. The storefronts of 62 and 64 Franklin Street (in the Sawyer Building) were 
modernized at the same time. 

A fire in the chimney venting the furnace ignited the wood mansard roof in the winter of 1961. Ironically, the 
loss of this significant historic feature brought the two halves of the joined building more into symmetry. Other 
than this unexpected alteration, few changes occurred to the office levels of the building. When Paul E. 
Soulliere died in 1972, his son Paul inherited the property. Immediately after, the drug store space became a 
bank once more. The Consumer's Savings Bank opened a branch office at 54 Franklin Street and remained 
there for the next twenty years. The present liquor store at 64 Franklin Street opened at 62 Franklin Street in the 
1950s and eventually took over both store spaces. The offices have remained inhabited. Paul Soulliere [Jr.] 
sold the building to Charles and Janet Birbara in 1981. In 1998, the Birbaras donated the building to 
Preservation Worcester. 

(continued) 

ENDNOTES 

' Worcester County Deeds, Book 771, Page 415. 
^ Worcester County Deeds, Book 547, Page 75; Morse also received a $4500 mortgage from Kendall, recorded in Book 547, Page 76. 
' Worcester County Deeds, Book 751, Page 267; mortgage on the property recorded in Book 751, Page 268. 
* Worcester County Deeds, Book 1676, Page 81. 
' Worcester County Deeds, Book 1856, Page 509. 
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^ Worcester County Deeds, Book 1884, Page 480. 
'p. 601. 
* Per Paul Soulliere, 27 June 2001. 
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10. Geographical Data  

Verbal Boundary Description 

The property is bounded by Franklin Street on the north, Portland Street on the east and parcel lines on the south 
and west. See attached City of Worcester Real Property Office map. 

Boundary Just i f icat ion 

The boundaries were chosen represent the two historic building parcels that were combined when the Bancroft 
Building was created in ca. 1920. 
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Bancroft Trust Building, northwest perspective, cl920. 
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PRESERVATION WORCESTER 
. Preserving Neighborhoods For People 

cZ X 

October 25, 2001 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull, 

I understand that the following property will be considered by the National Park Service 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, after being approved by the 
Massachusetts State Review Board on December 12,2001: 

Bancroft Building 
Worcester (Worcester County), Massachusetts 

I am aware of both the incentives and disincentives of the Economy Recovery Tax Act of 
1981 and the Tax Reform Act of 1986 and other consequences of National Register 
listing and hereby waive the right to a 60-day commenting period for responding directly 
to the Massachusetts Historical Commission or the National Park Service. 

Should I wish to respond to the nomination after consideration by the Massachusetts 
State Review Board and prior to its listing on the National Register of Historic Places, I -
will forward my comments directly to your attention. 

D. Keith Chenot 
President, Board of Directors 

cc: Philip Bergen, National Register Assistant, Massachusetts Cultural Commission 

10 Cedar Street • Worcester, Massachusetts 01609 • (508) 754-8760 • Fax (508) 798-0693 
\ 



PRESERVATION WORCESTER 
Preserving Neighborhoods For People 

December 11, 2001 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 21240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

I understand that the following property will be considered by the National Park Service 
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, after being approved by the 
Massachusetts State Review Board on December 12, 2001: 

Bancroft Building 
Worcester (Worcester County), Massachusetts 

I am aware of both the incentives and disincentives of the Economic Recovery Tax Act 
of 1981 and the Tax Reform Act of 1986 and other consequences of National Register 
listing and hereby waive the right to a 60 - day commenting period for responding 
directly to the Massachusetts Historical Commission or the National Park Service. 

Should I wish to respond to the nomination after consideration by the Massachusetts 
State Review Board and prior to its listing in the National Register of Historic Places, I 
will forward my comments directly to your attention. 

Sincerely, ^ 

r/ 
KeithChenot 
President 
Preservation Worcester 

cc: Philip Bergan, National Register Assistant< Massachusetts Historical Commission 

10 Cedar Street • Worcester, Massachusetts 01609 • (508) 754-8760 • Fax (508) 798-0693 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
T n m m William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
January 9,2002 , ^t- • i 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please fmd the following nomination form: 

Bancroft Building, 60 Franklin Street, Worcester (Worcester), MA 
WORCESTER MRA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties in the Certified Local 
Government community of Worcester were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ' 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Bruce Bunke, Chair, Worcester Historical Commission 
Neil Larson, Preservation Consultant 
Hon. Raymond Mariano, Mayor, City of Worcester 
Joanne Kennedy Valade, Worcester CLG Coordinator 
James Igoe, Preservation Worcester 
Everett Shaw, Worcester OPCD 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/ mhc 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission ; 

March 28, 2002 

J 

Ms. Carol Shull AHK I 7 2002 , 
National Register of Historic Places . 
Department of the Interior | 
National Park Service "" ; . , . 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 ,;: ,;, /p,..^-
1849 C Street, NW ^ AAl/'^PPl^Zz-^ 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

In the weekly update of March 22, 2002, the following property was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places, as of March 15, 2002: Dodge Block and Sawyer Block - Bancroft 
Trust Building, Worcester (Worcester County), MA. I am writing to request that the property be 
listed under its preferred name, as indicated on the cover form for the nomination— t̂hat is, 

Bancroft Block (Worcester). MA 

Thank you for making this change to the listing record for this historic property. 

Sincerely, 

^ l ^ ^ X A w ^ ^[A\Ar~iAy-\ 

Brona Simon 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

cc: Bruce Bunke, Chair, Worcester Historical Commission 
Neil Larson, Preservation Consultant 
Hon. Raymond Mariano, Mayor, City of Worcester 
Joanne Kennedy Valade, Worcester CLG Coordinator 
David Leach, Preservation Worcester 
Everett Shaw, Worcester OPCD 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 


