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1. Name

received

date entered

historic Hopkinton Supply Co. Building
andlor common  Framingham Motor Parts - Hopkinton Branch

2. Location

Street & number 26 - 28 Main Streelr N/A not for publication
city, town Hopkinton N/Aliicinity of
state M assachusetts|,Qjjg 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public N occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Richard Shlff Realty Trust
street & number 105 Irving Street

city, town Framingham N/A  vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds
street & number 208 Cambridge Street

city, town East Cambridge state M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
title of the Commonwealth, #133 has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

date 1981 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 294 Washington Street

city, town Boston state M assachusetts



7» Description Hopkinton Supply Co. Building, 26-28 Main Street

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorat ed X unal tered X original site

X good ruins altered noved date NA
fair unexposed .. *

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Hopkinton Supply Conpany Building i s a one story, pressed metal store |ocated
on the comer of Main andWalcott Streets i n downtown Hopkinton. The rhonboi dal
plan building rises froma fieldstone andbrick foundationandi s capped by

a shed roof which slopes east. Attached tothe rear (north) of the building

is asmll storage shed with a west sloping shed roof. Galvanized, pressed

sheet metal clads the west, south, andeast elevations, while the rear (north
side) is sheathed in galvinlzed, flat-seamrolled steel. The shed i s enclosed

by sheet metal onits east side and by wood shingles onits north andwest sides.

Compositionally, the building i s domnated by itsclassically-inspired storefront.
h the facade, twolarge plate glass windows with tra nsons flank a recessed '
center entrance with splayed side's. Pl*te glass windows are found on the east '
and west-sides of the storefront aswell, the latter bfeing canted for greater

prom nencew Dividing the wi ndow and doot bays are decoratively stanped, galvanized
metal pilasters, which extend past arock siding frieze t oa galvanized entablature.
Brackets and cornice blocks display the distinctive George L. Mesker "Mrning

Gl ory" pattern. Galvanized iron acroteria surnmount the pilasters at the roofline,
which is further ornanented by a central parapet consisting of arectangul ar

panel with stanped metal posts, flanked by triangular fans. The east and west
sides of the building are covered entirely with the stanped rock sidingand

have smal| functional wi ndows and service doors. Qn the interior, side walls
feature a cross-bead, stanped metal wainscotingwith a stanped rosette design
above. Theifietai ceiliftg is alsh staihpedwith a rosette design, with metal

crown mol di ngs.

A recent rehabilitation, following the Secretary of the Interior's Standards,

has resulted in a careful stabilization andrestoration of nmany original features,
as well as the application of appropriate signage. Mst notably, a nodern entry
has been replaced with a reproductionof the original door and transom
including period hardware; the cornice has been repaired andm ssing elenments
have been fabricated and replaced; awni ngs and appropriate signs have been added.
The result has been to preserve andhighlight an excellent exanple of an often
overl ooked building type.



8. S'gn|f|cance Hopkinton Supply Co. Building, 26-28 Main Street

Period Areas & Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 ~™architecture - education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1906 Bui I der/Architect George L. Mesker & Conpany

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Hopkinton Supply Conpany Building i slocally significant as an exanpl e of
"mai | order" commercial architecture of theearly 20th century. The building
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship,
and meets criteria C of theNational Register.

Hopkinton i sa small hill towi on theedge of metropolitanBoston. The shoe

and straw bonnet industries contributed tolocal prosperity i nthemd 19%Th .
century, with buildings which dominate thetown center.today. Belated railroad
connections and industrial decline toward *3he end of thecentury resulted i n
little development of any kind after the 1880s. The Hopkinton Supply Gonpany
Building thus represents thetown's later and nmore nodest evolution as a suburban
center.

In addition, this property exemplifies changing building technology of thelate
19th and early 20th centuries. The building i sone of thefewremining intact
exanmpl es of the "mail order" commercial storefronts which were manufactured

by theGeorge L. Mesker Co. of Evansville, Indiana. Only 27 of these structures
were built in Massachusetts by 1910, and their survival rate i s believed,to

be low This i san especially important exanple because of it sexcellent state
of preservationand recent rehabilitation.

The Hopkinton Supply GConpany Building exemplifiesturn of thecentury manufacturing
capabilities i nseveral categories: nodular construction, standardization of
design elements, sales and distribution, and imitation of noble building materials.
Specifically, this storefront system uses uniformsizes of metal, sashwork,

and glass; it was sold through a nationally distributed trade catalogue(the

1905 Catalogue of Iron Store Fronts, Geo. L. Mesker & Co.); i twas shipped from

a centralized manufacturing and distribution center; and lastly, the inexpensive
stanped metal imtates such distinguished materials as terracotta, rough ashlar
stone, and cast iron. Low cost, ease of mmintenance, durability, aesthetics,

and fire protection popularized this system

The Hopkinton Supply GCo. Building occupies thesite of two earlier grocery and
dry goods stores which were owned and operated by John and Bernard Mahon as
"Mahon Bros." from 1870-1900. Nhj or fires i n1882 and 1900 conpletely wiped

out nost of thecommercial district i nthis area, however. The present building
was constructed as a grocery i n1906 by theCharles L. Claflin family; i t housed
the Hopkinton Supply GConpany until 1928 and operated from 1928-1954 as a branch
of theGeat Atlantic and Pacific Tea Conpany (A&P). Simultaneously withthe
AP, t hebuilding housed t he Edison L| ght Conpany from 1928-1938, and a barber
shop from 1938-1954.

| (Conti nued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

Andosca, Dr. John B., Jr. Personal interview, 6/10/81. (Andosca famly owned property
from 1920-1966,,and operated i t as t he Hopkinton Supply Go. from 1920-1928)

"1905 Catal ogue of Iron Store Fronts, George L. Mesker & Co." Bulletin of t he Asso-
tiation for Preservation Technology. Vol. 9, no. 4, 1977. (Conti nued)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 0.08 acre

Quadrangle name Milford. Mass. Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
UT M References
‘~1L313 12]9]11915.0| |4]6]7,8]0|5|0| | -

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
CLLA T 1T 1o rrrrrnr.nru1 .1 D
E F J L L J-J.
G A N L I L LJ 111111 I—L

Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at the southwest corner of the premises,
(at the junction of Main & Wolcott Sts.) it runs easterly 35 feet, then northerly 110

feet to a corner, then westerly 28 feet to said Wolcott St., then 111 feet along Wolcott
St. to the point of beginning (see attached map).

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameltite Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with Mark Philip Shiff

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission dae October 29, 1982
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state /\ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to ttee criteria and procedures set forthiw the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature j/ 2~/ "Ny AN [MAJMANNNAJNA CNINN-N

titlte State Historic Preservation Officer, ML date

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

Entered In tbe
National Hegf at gg

date
deeper of the National Regist

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Remar kably well preserved, t heHopki nton Supply Conpany Building i sa rem nder

it I popullr landmark that i sat once functional, historical, and aesthetxc.
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1907 Catal ogue of Store Fronts, George L. Mesker & Go. George L. Mesker & Co.,
Evansville, Indiana. (location: Smthsonian Institution, Technol ogy Resource

Col l ection)
1910 Catal ogue of Store Fronts, George L. Mesker & Go. George L. Mesker & Co.,
Evansville, Indiana. (location: Boston Public Library, Research Library)

Danahy, Jack. Personal interviews 2/18/81 and 3/4/81. (Danahy operated t he barber
shop at 28 Main St. from 1938-1954.

Gayl e, Margot; Look, David W Wite, John F. Metals i n Anerica' sHistoric Buildings.
Washington DC U S Covernnent Printing Office, 1980.

White, Diana S, ed. Architectural Elements - The Technol ogical Revolution. New
York: Pyne Press, 1976.

































COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

mini | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL ggfgo; - Massachusetis MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 4, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowinp nom nation forns:

Acton - Acton Center Historic District (local)
Cheshire - Hall's Tavern (local)

Essex - David Burnham House (national)

Fram ngham - Concord Square Historic District (local)
Fram ngham - Paul Hibbs House (local)

Gardner - Garbose Building (local)

Hopki nt on - Hopki nton SupEIy Go. Building (local)
Mar| borough - Tenple Bl oc local

Mar| borough - Warren Block (local

North Adans - Ch”™h Street Historic District (local)
Weynmout h - Fogg Building (local)

W nchester - Philemon Wight - Asa Locke Farm (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were afforded theopJ)ortunity to
chTe?t. Comments received todate are attached t ot henom na-
tion forms.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenkins
Regi stration Director

Gk



TOWN NI HDPKINTDN, MASSACHUSETTs 01748

OFFICE OF THE SELECTMEN

JOHN P. HINCKLEY, JR. OWWeCMXM
Chm SALLYANN W. MACINTOSH [~hjirgflajfxftXKKIOfIBCHH

Nov. 11, 1982

M assachusetts Historical Commission
294 Washington St.
Boston, Mass. 02108

Dear Sir:

In regard t oyour letter of October 25, 1982 inform ng us that t he
Hopki nton Supply Gonpany building will be considered by theState
Revi ew Board for nomnation t ot heNational Register of Historic
Places, we offer thefollowing comments.

The renovation jobalready done on thebuilding i sexcellent making
it awelcone addition t oour downtown business area.

V¢ arepleased that thebuilding i sbeing considered as an historic
place. V¢ recommend that youvote favorably on their application.

Yours truly,

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Sallyann W. Macintosh, Chm



