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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The battle took place on an extensive area of two to four
miles of rolling. dry,-low hills and breaks interspersed with
gullies and dry creeks. The vegetative cover is one of undif-
ferentiated grasses and sparse clumps of juniper and pine.

The area consists of rough pasture land and essentially
remains unchanged from its original nature.

(Y

The site boundary encloses the major portion of the battle
field and does not include portions which lie on land belonging
to owners presently unreceptive to nomination of their land to
the National Register.

Beginning at the east section line of section 20 at its
junction with the east-west gravel road, the boundary runs
north to the midpoint of east side of Section 17, west 1 mile
north to the midpoint of east side of section 7, west to the

then east to NW corner of section 18, south % mile, then east
% mile, then south to the-midpoint of section:19, then east to
the midpoint of east side of section 19, then south 1Y% miles,
then east 1% miles, then north % mile, then west % mile, north
% mile, west % mile, then north to the beginning point on the
gravel road.

NOTE: The integrity of this battlefield may be threatened
in the near future because of strip coal mining
activities under the auspices of the federal govern-

ment. 7
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8. of cavalry to move down lowwalled Rosebud Canyon and to cap-
ture the hostile village he mistakenly believed existed here.
Mill's foray proceeded until the Captain received word from Crook
to return. The village went uncaptured for it actually lay
twenty miles further north along Sundance (later Reno) Creek.
In the meantime, the other troops had repulsed their attackers.
The battle ended at 2:30 that afternoon, with the Indians return-|
ing.to their village, which they later moved west into Little
Big Horn River Valley.

Crook decided not to prosecute his tactical victory. At
dawn. June 18, he ordered a return to his base camp in Wyoming
and the command moved south with casualties of ten men killed and
twenty-two wounded. At Goose Creek, the General sent requests
to Fort Fetterman for supplies and reinforcements. Crook remaine{d
at Goose Creek until August, and through most of the summer of
1876 the Wyoming column was inactive.

The Rosebud Battlefield represents a major conflict of the
Indian wars period that deserves preservation for future generatipns.
The site is historically significant for several reasons. The
Rosebud battle involved a greater number of troops and resulted
in fewer casualties than did the Little Big Horn Battle” eight
days later. Moreover, the fight constituted one of the largest
Indian battles ever wagéd in the United States, and lasted for
most of a day. In addition, the engagement was unusual in that
Indian warriors launched an offensive drive against an army
column; Indian fights of the period generally resulted from army
assaults upon tribal v1llages.

In the configuration of the so-called Sioux war, the Rosebud
battle warrants special prominence because of the consequent
military disaster at the Little Big Horn. For one thing, the
Sioux and Cheyenne warriors grew emboldened after their repulse
of Crook's command, and became  convinced in their determination
to resist military pressure from all quarters. Furthermore,
General Crook's subsequent failure to notify other prinicipal
army commanders, notable General Alfred H. Terry, .doubtless led
directly to the Custer tragedy. Although Crook claimed a
tactical victory at Rosebud Creek the Indians had nevertheless
successfully impeded his advance; Crook's tactical victory spelle
strategical defeat for General Terry s plan for surrounding the
Sioux and Cheyennes during the summer of 1876.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The Battle of .Rosebud Creek.occurred on June

E

17, 1876. .and constituted a major engagement of the Sioux War
of 1876-77. 1In compliance with a grand military stategical des]
for crushing the combined hostile elements of the Sioux and
Northern Cheyenne Indians, Brigadier General George Crook,
commanding the Military Department of the Platte., set out from
Fort Fetterman, Wyoming on May 29, with fifteen companies of
cavalry and five of infantry. Crook's column was to coordinate
movements with respective columns under Brigadier General Alfred
H. Terry and Colonel John Gibbon, from Forts Lincoln, Dakota
and Ellis. Montana. According to plan, Crook would effect a
union with the others somewhere in the vicinity of the Yellow-
stone River.

During the march north from Fetterman, Crook's column was
augmented by some sixty-five miners and over 250 Crow and Sho-
shone Indian‘scouts.: The column totaled over 1300 men: " Crook
continued his advance amid news from his scouts that hostiles
were nearby. At evening, June 16, the soldiers camped along
the headwaters of the south fork of Rosebud Creek.

Early next morning as the column proceeded downstream, a
lone shot rang out and several Crow scouts came racing their
horses from the ridges to the North, followed by a horde of
hostile warriers. Caught off their guard. the soldiers became
disorganized, and the scouts rode out to meet the attackers.
By the time the scouts fell back, Crook had managed to deploy
his force and ordered a frontal charge by his cavalry to check
the hostiles. The fight grew intense along the right flank of
Crook's line, but soon action appeared to the left. where the
Crows and Shoshones charged bravely to halt pressure from Sioux
warriors. At the center of the line, the miners and other
civilians deployed behind rocks and successfully held the hos-
tiles at bay.

The battle raged in this manner for nearly two hours, with
the Indians mounting renewed assaults that often involved hand-
to-hand combat. At about noon the right flank was cleared, per-

mitting Crook to order Captain Anson Mills with eight companies
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Great Western Indian Fights. by Members of the Potomac Corral

of the Westerners, Doubleday and Co., New York, 1960.

J. W. Vaughn. With Crook at the Rosebud, Stackpole Co.,

Harrisburg, Penn., 1956.
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